
 

 

Statistics 
Year Number of 

candidates 
Level of achievement 

VHA HA SA LA VLA 

2018 59 14 16 16 10 3 

2017 70 11 19 24 12 4 

2016 53 12 12 14 11 4 

2015 70 10 25 21 9 5 

2014 83 7 28 26 13 9 

General comments 
Candidate communication improved significantly this year, with candidates showing full 
justification and mathematical working for their solutions. Candidates also made better attempts 
at the Question 4 topics in both papers. However, in the Managing money topic, candidates 
demonstrated many gaps in their knowledge of some concepts. 

In contrast, fewer candidates provided no response to a question across both papers. Candidates 
who failed to demonstrate a C standard in Knowledge and procedures generally answered 
insufficient questions across contexts. 

Knowledge and procedures 
Candidates generally provided good-quality responses to all questions with the exception of 
Questions 1d, 2c and 3a(i) in Paper Two. Candidates showed a lack of understanding of the core 
concepts in these questions. 

In the optional Navigation and Operations research topics, candidate responses generally 
showed strong knowledge and understanding of these concepts. 

Modelling and problem solving 
Candidate responses mostly demonstrated the C standard across the core strands. However, 
candidates were often unable to correctly analyse and interpret a given situation (e.g. 
Question 3a in Paper One) with responses commonly stating the values of the required measures 
rather than comparing the difference between them. A lack of understanding of holiday loading 
(Question 1c(iii) in Paper One) and shares and dividends (Question 1e in Paper Two) was clearly 
evident. 
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In Question 1f(iii) in Paper Two, candidates were unable to show an understanding of the 
differences between diminishing and straight-line depreciation. Question 3c was incorrectly 
interpreted, with some candidates unable to demonstrate the understanding required to 
determine the number of metres, and hence cost, of carpet required for a house given a scale 
plan (Linking two and three dimensions LE 6). 

Many candidates did quite well in recognising the strengths and limitations of models but were 
unable to correctly interpret the effects on the given scenario in Question 2g(ii) in Paper One. 

Communication and justification 
Nearly all candidates showed significant improvement in appreciating the need to justify their 
solutions, providing correct formulas and notation within their responses. Candidates clearly 
showed working steps and gave concise explanations in written responses. Worded responses 
were more frequently and appropriately given this year. 

Candidates mainly failed in communication and justification when they did not use correct 
notation (e.g. writing money incorrectly, not using correct units in measurement) and when their 
extended responses (e.g. Question 1e in Paper Two) lacked organisation of information and 
mathematical reasoning. 

Marker responses 
The sample solutions on the following pages show possible ways of successfully responding to 
the questions. Other approaches and problem-solving strategies may be equally valid. 
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Paper Two 

 
  



Mathematics A 
2018 Senior External Examination: Assessment report 

Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority 
March 2019 

Page 16 of 26 
 

 
  



Mathematics A 
2018 Senior External Examination: Assessment report 

Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority 
March 2019 

Page 17 of 26 
 

 
  



Mathematics A 
2018 Senior External Examination: Assessment report 

Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority 
March 2019 

Page 18 of 26 
 

 
  



Mathematics A 
2018 Senior External Examination: Assessment report 

Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority 
March 2019 

Page 19 of 26 
 

 
  



Mathematics A 
2018 Senior External Examination: Assessment report 

Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority 
March 2019 

Page 20 of 26 
 

 
  



Mathematics A 
2018 Senior External Examination: Assessment report 

Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority 
March 2019 

Page 21 of 26 
 

 
  



Mathematics A 
2018 Senior External Examination: Assessment report 

Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority 
March 2019 

Page 22 of 26 
 

 
  



Mathematics A 
2018 Senior External Examination: Assessment report 

Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority 
March 2019 

Page 23 of 26 
 

 
  



Mathematics A 
2018 Senior External Examination: Assessment report 

Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority 
March 2019 

Page 24 of 26 
 

 
  



Mathematics A 
2018 Senior External Examination: Assessment report 

Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority 
March 2019 

Page 25 of 26 
 

 
  



Mathematics A 
2018 Senior External Examination: Assessment report 

Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority 
March 2019 

Page 26 of 26 
 

 


	Statistics
	General comments
	Knowledge and procedures
	Modelling and problem solving

	Communication and justification
	Marker responses
	Paper One
	Paper Two

