
 

Statistics 
Year Number of 

candidates 
Level of achievement 

VHA HA SA LA VLA 

2017 70 11 19 24 12 4 

2016 53 12 12 14 11 4 

2015 70 10 25 21 9 5 

2014 83 7 28 26 13 9 

2013 83 6 26 31 13 7 

General comments 
The majority of candidates satisfactorily attempted the full range of subject matter in both papers 
and generally provided detailed responses to the questions they attempted. Candidates who 
failed to demonstrate a C standard in Knowledge and procedures answered insufficient questions 
across contexts. These candidates also gave no response to Modelling and problem solving 
questions. 

Knowledge and procedures 
Overall, candidates provided high-quality responses to all core questions. 

Common errors in responses to Paper One resulted from not reading information carefully 
(particularly Question 1d), and a lack of knowledge of statistical definitions and how to explore 
and understand data was evident in Question 3. 

In the navigation topic, candidates showed an inability to interpret the information.  

In Paper Two, candidates were unable to correctly use the dividend formulas provided in 
Question 1d and work formulas backwards in Questions 1b and 1e. In contrast, candidates 
showed a much greater understanding of networks in Questions 4a and 4b. 
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Modelling and problem solving 
Candidate responses mostly demonstrated the C standard across the criteria. However, 
candidates were unable to correctly interpret a given situation (such as for Paper One Questions 
1d (ii) and 4a, and Paper Two Question 4d (ii)), resulting in poor responses to these questions. 
This displayed a lack of understanding of the processes embedded in topics, including navigation 
and queueing. 

Provision of strengths and limitations of models was quite well attempted across both papers. 

Communication and justification 
Many candidates recognised the need to justify their solutions by providing correct formulas and 
notation within their responses. Generally, working steps were clearly shown and concise 
explanations given in written responses. The candidates who failed to obtain a satisfactory grade 
in Knowledge and procedures and Modelling and problem solving were also unable to provide 
more than minimal responses to all questions. 

The main failures in Communication and justification resulted from candidates not using correct 
notation (e.g. not writing money correctly and not using correct units of measurement) and a lack 
of organisation of information and mathematical reasoning in extended-response questions such 
as Paper Two Question 2c. 

Marker responses 
The following solutions are not necessarily prescriptive model responses and do not necessarily 
represent the only way of solving a problem. Other approaches and problem-solving strategies 
may be just as acceptable. 
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