Korean

2018 Senior External Examination: Assessment report

Statistics

Number of Level of achievement

candidates

2018 77 26 41 7 3 0
2017 82 18 53 10 1 0
2016 82 40 39 2 1 0
2015 69 21 35 9 4 0
2014 83 21 46 14 2 0

The Korean Senior External Examination consisted of two components: an oral examination and
a written examination.

Oral examination

Candidates were required to demonstrate their knowledge and skills in spoken Korean. The oral
examination consisted of two sections: Conversation and Discussion. All candidates were
individually assessed by a marker either in person or by telephone.

Conversation

The majority of candidates were able to carry out a general conversation about their personal
world, e.g. school, home, family, friends, interests, dreams and goals. To achieve a better result,
candidates should speak clearly in full sentences and proactively participate in the conversation.
The use of loan words, such as ‘computer’ and ‘television’, is permitted. However, using English
words while speaking in Korean contributed negatively to the overall speaking results for many
candidates.

Discussion

For the detailed study, candidates discussed a subtopic of their choice selected from the syllabus.
While some candidates had prepared for this part of the assessment, many had not.

To achieve a better result, candidates should explore aspects of the language as well as the
culture of Korean-speaking communities. They should also make reference to the texts studied to
justify their opinions and decisions. In addition, candidates should take their discussion further
than just describing or explaining a topic. Candidates must expect questions from the marker to
ensure that various language features are assessed.
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Although the absence of visual aids did not affect any results, the use of objects such as
photographs, diagrams, pictures and maps tended to improve the effectiveness of candidates’
discussions. Notes and cue cards were not permitted.

Written examination

The written examination consisted of three sections: Listening, Reading and Writing. It assessed
knowledge and skills demonstrated by candidates in spoken and written texts.

Listening

The Listening section consisted of three tasks.
Suggested responses

Task 1 (Responses in English)

Question 1

Describe the speaker’s attitude towards the audience. Use relevant information from the
text to support your response.

Possible responses are provided below in note form; however, the candidates were expected to
respond in full sentences.

Speaker’s attitude Evidence from the text

towards the audience

Polite Uses honorific Korean, e.g. ~5 4t} ~&

Supportive Shows her understanding of the difficult learning environment in Korea
and the pressure the students are under, e.g. 3}, 8+, 3}9], A,
WA, A7, Aol 2A%

Genuinely concerned Shows concern about students’ lack of experience as independent
individuals in the real world, e.g. A|7]+= t=, 24, v, A

Shows concern about the Korean society’s perception in regard to the
concept of ‘success’ and happiness’, e.g. Al &°l & tistuLel 93,
@ 7ol A4

Question 2

How realistic is the speaker’s advice to the audience? Justify your response using
relevant information from the text.

Possible responses are provided below in note form; however, the candidates were expected to
respond in full sentences.

1. Very realistic — Amy used her own experience to provide possible alternatives and strategies
to her audience to guide them to a happy life, e.g. what Amy did when she was at the same
age and situation as her audience. Amy chose between going straight to university or taking
a gap year. During her gap year, she worked, travelled and used her skills to find a goal. She
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took the relevant steps to achieve her goals and is now happy as an English teacher. She
shared her strategies with her audience.

2. Absolutely unrealistic — Amy’s advice is not suitable or appropriate to be applied in Korean
society. Unlike Australia, competition is fierce in Korea, e.g. competition to get into a
university and get a job. Taking a gap year is considered to be losing in the competition as
others would be a year ahead of you.

Comments

Most candidates responded adequately to Listening Task 1. However, a number of candidates
did not provide evidence to support their responses, which negatively affected their overall result.
In addition, some candidates did not clearly state their decision on whether Amy’s advice was
realistic or not. Candidates must read the question carefully and respond to the question
thoroughly.

Task 2 (Responses in English)

Question 1
Explain what 92 is.

#1214 is a new Korean colloquial expression which is abbreviated from the English term
‘work—life balance’. It means a lifestyle that seeks to keep a balance between an individual's work
life and their personal and social life.

Question 2

To what extent might ¥ 2H'# impact on different groups in Korean society? Justify your
response using relevant information the text.

Possible responses provided below include groups that may be referred to.

It would have some significant impact on different groups in Korean society.

The younger generation would welcome the idea as they are moving on from the traditional work
culture of the Korean society where ‘work’ has always been more important than the personal or
social aspects of life. They will enjoy being able to prioritise their commitments to both a fulfilling
life and work expectations like the interviewee in the text who enjoys having time to himself after
work and on the weekend. He does not mind losing overtime pay as he can participate in B ¥ =
after work.

The older or traditional generation may be concerned about the productivity of the economy. They
may feel their hard work is not valued. A significant part of their life has been consumed by work,
work dinners and weekend work, and they may not even know the alternative choices.

Companies and businesses may need to reassess current work culture and policies to make sure
their work culture reflects the changing values of society, such as 7|1} &3} &A1,

Comments

The definition of ¢ 2} was clearly explained in the text, but some candidates failed to provide
the adequate response to Question 1. Candidates should read the questions before listening to
make sure they know what they are listening for. For Question 2, a number of candidates only
provided justification for one group in Korean society while their response stated % 2} would
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have impact on different groups of people. Candidates should also check spelling and
grammatical errors and sentence structures to improve their results.

Task 3 (Responses in Korean)

Question 1

o] tizte] AF L FFA7LL? BE)M Foj7 AR E vigoE AgsiA L,

Identify the audience for this text. Justify your response using information from the text.
AE AT B I FAlG] MR A olgkn RRAAG wol, B G FAlol Ao}
HTol AFAUT B ol Frhe 7He T4 R AT AUlEtE Ao R Hol, #FES
ThE A el A & w3 A A 2T 1] o, ofo] B 1F Akelid 2EPe] WEQl Fho] 7t
ZdE As B, Jholo] MEE s A ZEyTh

Question 2
Frole 9 o)A ZAE FHFUL7IR? ERA FolW AR E nigo 2 A3 Q.

Explain why Kai recommends the particular activities. Justify your response using
relevant information from the text.

|

oA EloIUaL Ak Fhol = B obETS AARAT 2 EAAY B G AL D
3 Qar, 1@ B vio] BAE sbd 1, 5 Aofe] uhi Aol A o] AltES
AFstol AAFAL FU 5 A PR, S YE B & 2el3 HE B LA
B v T4 008 FAGSUT 20 A4 G4 oA o] f 2 B ke FAT 5 U
o) = FHS FEHY) MR

Question 3

ol tiste] A e Prh} AR DYUAL? RENA Fold BRE GOz AW L.

How successfully does this conversation achieve its purpose? Justify your response
using relevant information from the text.

1. B2 F17F B o] thabe v 4T HY ATk 1 ol FAFol 13 sho] )
AR AP AES F o2 S Y82 BT EANA AFHE A& A o7 WYt

2. Y7 FH7F B o] thahiz JFH o)A ®a R U 11 o] i ofolE 49l Fhol &
Folals AE s o)X Fho] 7} F UL AUfE F A B R T A, HS AL
Jad mrhe F, dFol Fohe ekt goly] WY

Comments

A number of candidates provided a response that only included one type of audience, not
recognising the intention and purpose of the text. In addition, many candidates did not fully justify
their response to Question 2. Most candidates responded adequately to Question 3. Candidates
should also check spelling and grammatical errors and sentence structures to improve their
results.

Overall comments for Listening

In general, to achieve a better result, candidates need to carefully read the questions and
accurately address them in their responses. While it is important to gather essential information
and details from the Listening texts, it is also important to identify the purpose and intention of the
text. Candidates also need to evaluate the decisions and justify their responses using evidence
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from the text. Candidates should improve and check spelling, grammar and sentence structure in
responses in English to effectively respond to the questions.

Reading

The Reading section consisted of three tasks.
Suggested responses

Task 1 (Responses in English)

Question 1

Identify the audience and purpose of this text. Justify your response using relevant
information from the text.

Possible responses are provided below in note form; however, the candidates were expected to
respond in full sentences.

e Purpose — To advertise the vacant positions available in Queensland Wildlife Sanctuary (zoo)
and provide details and conditions to applicants.

¢ Audience — Wider public who are: seeking a job, particularly those who can speak English
and Korean; love working with animals; can work flexible hours; can work legally in Australia
and are willing to work with the sanctuary for the long term.

Comments
Most candidates responded well to Question 1; however, many failed to use key words such as
‘advertise’ and ‘vacant positions’.

Task 2 (Responses in English)

Question 1
Explain the main issue discussed in the text.

The main issue of the text is the increasing level of micro dust found in the air in Korea that
threatens the health of the residents.

Question 2

To what extent does this text help Mrs Yoon to plan her day? Justify your response using
relevant information from the text.

The text is very helpful for Mrs Yoon to plan her day. This is because the text includes the table
showing the level of the micro dust and the suggested action plan for each level, which effectively
guides Mrs Yoon to determine the activities for her children. The text provides some practical
guidelines that help her to overcome the health issues caused by micro dust and become
prepared, such as details of the mask to use, exercises to do, and advice about eating lots of fruit
and vegetables.

Comments

Most candidates responded well to Question 1; however, key words such as ‘increasing’,
‘micro dust’ and ‘health problems’ were missing. For Question 2, a number of candidates
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identified the specific information provided in the text, but did not evaluate the effectiveness of the
text in achieving its purpose. Candidates must read the question thoroughly.

Task 3 (Responses in Korean)

Question 1

What is the main event described in the text?

o] g G FHS e, S0 A G L30T o] 28 Fhao] A RS

edel gevst 3 142 AU

Question 2

FoA Ede)A 239 ojuE o) 13 w2 A YL,
Explain the reaction of Eunhye’s mother in paragraph two.

Wel Ak A4 B RelE R E 2ol w Aofshe wmm e nhg o] 85 1

4=
RBZSHARE, 2 Bl S vl B AX = A A AN S o' et B8 S
Uz, 35/ B oko] 71X S v mro] otelgal A o] H9 7] wliEedu ) o] o =3t
=

]
kS E3 8 48] Bk, 8’6‘124 ELOﬂ A TN 23S B S st A 23
=h

T
Question 3
L2E UNE do] &3¢} &3 9 YA LA ] JE LoUEA EE UE&SHFoR
AHsiAl 8

How is the event significant to Eunhye and her grandmother? Use relevant information
from the text to support your response.

The possible responses provided below are in note form; however, the candidates were expected
to respond in full sentences.

B ol AL o}F 5a g o

o4t EQlo]l F HA S A Bl A WA = A& " Al A Bl obF AR & &
ATH7E o] FAI WhbA AbRE d D = ol =] ThEo] o5 of 2] 9 FA] A A=

RES HAL M.

5 | WS e hE
A}, 1A GA WED b)), SIS

Comments

Most candidates responded well to Question 1. A number of candidates failed to read the cultural
meaning embedded in Eunhye’s mother’s reaction to her old mother’s willingness to make
Kimchi, and provided responses at a very literal level. Most candidates responded adequately to
Question 3; however, many candidates did not provide evidence from the text to support their
response.
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Overall comments for Reading

In general, to achieve a better result, candidates need to demonstrate comprehensive
understanding of the text. They need to identify and understand the key words in questions and
justify their decisions and conclusions based on information provided in the text. In addition,
candidates should demonstrate their understanding of Korean culture when justifying their
responses. Candidates also need to improve their English language literacy to clearly convey
their level of understanding.

Writing

To achieve a better result, candidates should:

e clearly identify the genre of the writing task and the audience

e use the appropriate format, features, register and conventions to suit the relevant genre
o clearly express their ideas and purposes

e pay attention to grammar and vocabulary choices

e use a wide range of vocabulary, including figurative language

¢ organise the written text in a clear and coherent manner

e use paragraphs where appropriate

¢ write neatly to demonstrate their ability to write Hangul correctly

e proofread responses to avoid spelling and punctuation errors.
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