Korean

2017 Senior External Examination: Assessment report

Statistics

Number of Level of achievement

candidates

2017 82 18 53 10 1 0
2016 82 40 39 2 1 0
2015 69 21 35 9 4 0
2014 83 21 46 14 2 0
2013 111 47 50 13 1 0

The Korean Senior External Examination comprised two components: an oral examination and a
written examination.

Oral examination

Candidates were required to demonstrate their knowledge and skills in using spoken Korean.
The oral examination consisted of two sections: Conversation and Discussion. All candidates
were individually assessed by a marker either in person or by telephone.

Conversation

The majority of candidates were able to carry out a general conversation about their personal
world, e.g. school, home, family, friends, interests, dreams and goals. To achieve a better result,
candidates should speak clearly in full sentences and proactively participate in the conversation.
The use of loan words, such as ‘computer’ and ‘television’, is permitted. However, using English
words while speaking in Korean contributed negatively to the overall speaking results for many
candidates.

Discussion

For the detailed study, candidates discussed a subtopic of their choice selected from the syllabus.
While some candidates had prepared for this part of the assessment, many had not.

To achieve a better result, candidates should explore aspects of the language as well as the
culture of Korean-speaking communities. They should also make reference to the texts studied to
justify their opinions and decisions. In addition, candidates should take their discussion further
than just describing or explaining a topic. Candidates must expect questions from the marker to
ensure that various language features are assessed.
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Although the absence of visual aids did not affect any results, the use of objects such as
photographs, diagrams, pictures and maps tended to improve the effectiveness of candidates’
discussions. Notes and cue cards were not permitted.

Written examination

The written examination consisted of three sections: Listening, Reading and Writing. It assessed
knowledge and skills demonstrated by candidates in spoken and written texts.

Listening

Suggested responses

Task 1 (Responses in Korean)

Question 1

Ciet £of HXAt= O XNt StLtR? off OfE H|ehs ot=X| 2N K.

What does the male speaker recommend? Explain why the male speaker recommends it.

Chet &9 HAte MEYLR 7t 28 2 AL USHSS AKX =5 360 H HA O

=
Xotd 722 Bt 707t 4 22 2 ZOtE= AS MetAEL T 2|2 ME2F 2K
=E ot X2 2= A0A 424 M0 U= B SHE AlEE Y=, 2 0|
i SIS A2 AFRSHA 27|7F B2 20|12, 281 = 4 E2 = UV
= & L CF.
Question 2

CHst OFXIEFO EXAL7F ol =5LR? 2200 0T 28 g2z dE5M .

Why is the male speaker surprised at the end of the conversation? Justify your response using
relevant information from the text.

ojo

gAt7F =8 Olf & tieh £2 (A7t Sl =52 0| 2t

=70t =0 & FESHA & ot7| WE L Ct

=0 M EERS=

-|0}

Comments

Most candidates responded to Listening Task 1 adequately, however, a number of candidates did
not provide evidence to support their responses, which negatively affected their overall result.
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Task 2 (Responses in Korean)

Question 1

0 2}C|Q ZTZIMo| BHO0| LAQIX| HHSIH Q.

Identify the purpose of this radio program.

0 B}C|Q TR2AWL A ALO| B2 0lzte TRIAWO|D, HA Z20|N &2 2317} of= A
LR YA 2705t= A0l EHYLICL @5 Z20:ML2 ST M= ot= 22171 OfEA
X A=K 270 E L

Question 2

SHAE|E2 FAYLIIR 2200 =0T LIES HIE 2= 2F5HA .

SHHAE|E2 He| = Cfstn o 43|0fA Ol 7H=St= HIZHK| dAte] =RI= o= S4 S
aJfots ohF, oh=0f 7kl HOoj5tE oA METL EojF= e, o= TS 21t
2ot 8E 2/M5ke e, 2|1 oh=o g9 55 2= IiE|Ql s e 2

SHHAE|EO| X2 Lt 2oz FYLlLe? =22 UES HIE 2= 230 K.

How effectively has the Han Festival achieved its purpose? Justify your response based on
relevant information from the text.

St AE[EO| ZX2 0f? 2iltYeR (d8H2R) Hdk Aﬁl—l Ct. -rIOHH ot Ciefet RO
AALZ ot=o| E3tE & 2

HME 2 Y2 D, E PES ZYSLCH S8 Ed 2Ot Fujut
B2 MMl So{otM O 2 BAE 49l F0j2He A HOL, SHHAE|HE S5 22| xHoj
ot 2215 0 €™E0|n faF oz 2| JUSLICH

Comments

Most candidates responded adequately to Questions 1 and 2 in this task. To achieve a better
result, candidates’ analysis and evaluation in Question 3 should be justified based on the
information provided in the text. A number of candidates did not evaluate the effectiveness of the
Han Festival in meeting its purpose, which negatively affected their results. Candidates also
needed to check spelling and grammatical errors and sentence structures to improve their results.
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Task 3 (Responses in English)
Question 1
Identify the problem discussed in the news report.

The news report discusses the increasing numbers of victims who lose their lifelong savings
through phishing scams.

Question 2
What is the event described in the news report? Provide all relevant details.

Mr and Mrs Kim nearly fell for a phishing scam when they took a call from a boy who claimed to
be their son. He alerted his parents of a serious injury he received at the school camp. The call
was passed on to an alleged teacher who asked for two million won to be transferred to a bank
account for an urgent treatment their son required. During his routine patrol, a police officer
sensed urgency in the couple’s behaviour as they were rushing to the bank, and offered to help.
After hearing the story, the police officer became suspicious of the request to deposit money in
the bank account, so he ran a check and confirmed that it was a phishing scam from an internet
phone call. The couple’s son at the school camp was safe and they were thankful that nothing
happened.

Question 3

Is the problem being effectively managed? Justify your response using relevant information in the
text.

The phishing scam problem is not being managed effectively. Despite the effort of the
government and consumer groups to warn people about phishing scams through the media and
social media, the amount of money lost through phishing scams was 7.2 billion won over the last
10 years, and the number of victims has been increasing consistently. The usual victims are now
not only elderly people, but also include professionals, government officers and educators. Based
on this, scammers are clearly becoming more devious and the current solution is not effectively
protecting innocent victims.

Comments

A number of candidates did not include essential information and important details in Question 2
responses. In addition, many candidates did not evaluate the effectiveness of the recommended
solution in Question 3. Candidates also needed to check spelling and grammatical errors and
sentence structures to improve their results.

Overall comments for Listening

In general, to achieve a better result, candidates need to carefully read the questions and
accurately address them in their responses. While it is important to gather essential information
and details from the Listening texts, it is also important to identify subtleties, as direct translation
does not provide evidence of in-depth understanding. Candidates also need to evaluate the
decisions and justify their responses using evidence from the text. Candidates should improve
and check spelling, grammar and sentence structure in responses in English to effectively
respond to the questions.
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Reading

Suggested responses

Task 1 (Responses in Korean)

Question 1

SHM 8.

Identify the text type and its purpose. Justify your response by referring to the language and

textual features from the text.
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Question 2

SHM Q.
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Identify a category of people who would be interested in this experience. Justify your response

using relevant information from the text.

Possible response 1
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Possible response 2
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Possible response 3
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Comments

Most candidates responded well to Question 1, however, many failed to provide language and
textual features as evidence. For Question 2, a number of candidates identified the specific

information provided in the text, but did not justify their decision adequately.

Task 2 (Responses in Korean)

Question 1

Identify the purpose of and the audience of this text.
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Question 2

How effectively does this text achieve the purpose? Justify your response using relevant

information from the text.
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Comments

Most candidates responded well to Question 1. For Question 2, a number of candidates identified
the specific information provided in the text, but did not evaluate the effectiveness of the text in
achieving its purpose. Candidates must read the question thoroughly.

Task 3 (Responses in English)
Question 1
What is the theme of this text? Explain how it is represented.

The themes of this text are coming of age, growing up and becoming mature. This is represented
throughout the plot, which tells the learning experience of the writer, who successfully becomes
independent and finds freedom despite the difficulties he faced as a young international student
with a lack of English skills and life experiences.

Question 2

Discuss how the attitudes of the writer’s parents change toward their son. Use relevant
information from the text to support your response.

At the beginning of the text, the writer’s parents do not take their son seriously, thinking he is an
immature and irresponsible boy who only likes to play computer games and sports. This is why
the writer’s father laughs at his son’s claim to focus on study. The writer’s parents then become
unhappy and angry with their son as he started working part time. Being typical Korean parents,
there is a cultural belief that children should only study and it is the parents’ duty to provide a
perfect environment to support their children. However, at the end they are surprised by their
son’s achievement and maturity, especially when he becomes financially independent. In Korea,
children often depend on their parents until they get married or even after they get married, so
while his parents are shocked, they are also very proud of their son. Therefore, the writer's
parents’ attitude toward their son changes from negative to positive.

Question 3

Suggest a suitable audience for the text and explain why it is appropriate. Provide relevant
information from the texts.

Possible response 1

This text is suitable for students who are preparing to go abroad to study, because it presents the
experience of a person who has been down the same path. It provides the experiences and
difficulties they may face and strategies to overcome those difficulties. Many people who go
overseas for a new life often dream about the fantastic things about their new life, as the writer
did. However, after reading this text, readers will be able to prepare for and plan their new journey
in more realistic terms. One example would be learning the language to avoid any unfortunate
situations like the writer faced when he lost the opportunity to be in the soccer team because he
did not understand English.

Possible response 2

This text is suitable for parents whose child is studying abroad or is preparing to go abroad to
study. By understanding the change in the attitudes of the writer’'s parents, they would be able to
prepare themselves to view their child as a person who is struggling to find their feet in an
unfamiliar environment. That way, they would be able to provide more support instead of laughing
at their child or getting angry with their child for taking opportunities that they think unnecessatry.
They could give their child some encouraging words and motivate them to be themselves and
experience as much as they can.
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Comments

In Question 1, a number of candidates failed to provide the theme of this text. Instead, they
identified the type (genre) of the text. Candidates must read the question thoroughly. A number of
candidates did not provide an adequate response to Question 2 as they failed to explain the
process of the change in the writer’'s parents’ attitude. Most candidates responded to Question 3
adequately, however, many candidates did not provide evidence from the text to support their
response.

Overall comments for Reading

In general, to achieve a better result, candidates need to demonstrate comprehensive
understanding of the text. They need to identify and understand the key words in questions and
justify their decisions and conclusions based on information provided in the text. In addition,
candidates should demonstrate their understanding of Korean culture when justifying their
responses. Candidates also need to improve their English language literacy to clearly convey
their level of understanding.

Writing

To achieve a better result, candidates should:

¢ clearly identify the genre of the writing task and the audience

e use appropriate format, features, register and conventions to suit the relevant genre
o clearly express their ideas and purposes

e pay attention to grammar and vocabulary choices

¢ use a wide range of vocabulary, including figurative language

e organise the written text in a clear and coherent manner

e use paragraphs where appropriate

¢ write neatly to demonstrate their ability to write Hangul correctly

¢ proofread responses to avoid spelling and punctuation errors.
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