English

2018 Senior External Examination: Assessment report

Statistics

Year Number of Level of achievement
candidates
SA
2018 54 6 17 20 9 2
2017 63 3 18 27 13 2
2016 59 2 11 28 15 3
2015 59 4 10 33 9 3
2014 67 3 14 30 15 5

General comments

The 2018 English Senior External Examination was based on the English Senior External
Syllabus 2004. The examination consisted of two papers of equal weighting. Both papers were
assessed holistically, using the three criteria of the syllabus:

e Criterion 1: Knowledge and control of texts in their contexts
e Criterion 2: Knowledge and control of textual features
e Criterion 3: Knowledge and application of the constructedness of texts.

While all three criteria were present on each task-specific criteria and standards sheet, not all
aspects of the three criteria were present in each task. The aspects of each criterion were
selected and derived according to task demands. All tasks were contextualised for candidates in
terms of purpose and audience.

Candidates who responded effectively to the questions were prepared to think flexibly and use
their knowledge of the texts, or the theme in the case of Paper 2 Part A, and the required genre to
develop their responses. Candidates who simply recounted plot provided less effective responses
and performed poorly in Criterion 1 and Criterion 3.

Candidates are encouraged to self-assess their written work. They should respond to each piece
of writing by demonstrating their knowledge of discourse, genre, register and textual features.
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Criterion 1: Knowledge and control of texts
in their contexts

Candidates achieve success in this criterion when they show an awareness of how meanings in
texts are shaped by purpose, cultural context and social situation.

Candidates are encouraged to:

¢ discriminate in the selection of subject matter used in responses

e manipulate the conventions of genres for particular purposes

¢ integrate evidence from chosen texts

¢ adopt appropriate roles and relationships when responding to particular questions
e employ appropriate tone and tenor

e construct responses that are consistent with the invited reading of the chosen texts

e make their work responsive to the nuances and demands of the tasks provided.

Criterion 2: Knowledge and control of
textual features

Candidates achieve success in this criterion when they show an awareness of appropriateness of
textual features for purpose, genre and register.

Candidates are encouraged to:

e organise and arrange ideas logically and cohesively

¢ control spelling and punctuation

e use clause and sentence structures for effect

e maintain grammatical accuracy

¢ use a wide range of vocabulary including metalanguage and figurative uses

¢ integrate and synthesise direct evidence within responses for the purpose of analysis
¢ be fluent with the language of the syllabus (specifically the terms from the glossary)

e employ paragraphs

¢ allocate time to perform a careful proofread.
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Criterion 3: Knowledge and application of
the constructedness of texts

Candidates achieve success in this criterion when they show an awareness of the ways in which
texts are selectively constructed and read.

Candidates are encouraged to:

make choices that invite readers to take up intended positions as directed in the questions
¢ analyse how readers are invited to take up positions

e evaluate representations

¢ shape representations

¢ make purposeful choices that invite readers to take up positions about texts

¢ identify the positions readers take in response to texts and explain how these readings are
produced

e consider cultural assumptions, values, beliefs and attitudes
¢ synthesise evidence and use this evidence to respond to the tasks

¢ make deliberate language choices when shaping and evaluating character representations.

Resources and required texts

Candidates are required to study a range of texts to prepare for the examination, specifically:
e expository texts, e.g. analytical, persuasive, reflective, argumentative, satirical

e two to four prose texts, including at least one novel and one work of non-fiction (such as a
biography/autobiography, memoir or substantial expository or analytical text)

e one to two drama texts (in most cases one Shakespearean play), e.g. scripted drama,
television and film scripts

e media texts, e.g. CD-ROM, World Wide Web, film, documentary film, television programs.
Candidates should specialise in one medium for purposes of the examination (i.e. one medium
selected from print, including newspapers and/or magazines, radio, television or advertising,
both print and electronic)

¢ 10-12 poems, including a range of poetic forms, selected from lyric, narrative and dramatic
poetry, across cultures and time.

Candidate responses

The following pages contain sample essay responses that met the A standard as defined in the
assessment criteria. They have been reproduced exactly as written and therefore include any
spelling or grammatical errors made by candidates.
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English

Tick the topic you have chosen: 1A 1B

Candidate responses

Paper One Part A

Question 1 — Novel: Imaginative response to literature

Author of the novel: ﬁ&fﬁuﬁlavs**&: .......................................................................................

Respond according to the task requirements.
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English
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Paper One Part B

Question 2 — Drama: Persuasive/reflective response to literature
suitable for a public audience

Tick the topic you have chosen: 2A 2B v

Title of the play: M O AN e

Author of the play:.. WU A, SNURKRA O 0 U7 R R S S TN

Respond according to the task requirements.
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Paper One Part B

Question 3 — Non-fiction prose: Persuasive/reflective response to literature
suitable for the mass media or for speaking
and/or presenting to an-audience, specific

or general

Tick the topic you have chosen:  3A

J

3B

Complete the following:
Either

Full-length text

Title: ... KON L M AN e,

AUthor: RN O

or

Short texts

TOXE 2 H . oo e e,

AU O S e et et

TEXE B IO e e ettt

AU O S, e

Tt B O

AU O S e e e e e ettt

Respond according to the task requirements.
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Paper Two Part A

Question 1 — Imaginative or reflective writing

Tick the topic you have chosen: 1A v 1B

Respond according to the task requirements.
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Paper Two Part B

Question 2 — Media: Analytical exposition

Respond according to the task requirements.
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Paper Two Part B

Title: Up the Wall
Poet: Bruce Dawe

"Up the Wall" by Bruce Dawe is a poem detailing the repetitive, lonesome and
gruelling life of a typical house-wife who is forced to stay at home and tend to
her children while her husband goes to work. Kenneth Slessor's poem "William
Street" provides insight to an individual's admiration of the variety and
freedom city-life offers. Through a careful use of foregrounding, juxtiposition,
imagery and mood, the two poems indicate contrasting representations of
Australian lifestyles, that of a housewife and that of a city-crawler.

At the foregound of "Up the Wall" is a mother who stays at home throughout the
week to tend to her children and complains of feelings of loneliness. Bruce Dawe
reinforces his representation of the Australian lifestyle experienced by a
housewife through two key uses of juxtaposition, firstly where the housewife's
feelings of loneliness and isolation are demonstrated in the lines "there's
no-one round here I can call - I'm so alone" are contrasted by the fact that her
husband is meeting with friends. And secondly, the juxtaposition of her loud,
chaotic lifestyle perpetuated by the imagery of the kettle's shriek and "the
scalpels of their (her children's) din" with her husband's comment "'it's a
quiet neighbourhood,' - 'too quiet, almost'". Through the use of juxtaposition,
Bruce Dawe is able to establish the woman's lifestyle as chaotic and justify her
feelings of loneliness.

Contrastingly, "William Street" demonstrates the freedom Australian life has to
offer. City nightlife is forgrounded in the poem through the use of imagery of _
"red globes of lights", pawnshops, "rich adnd rasping” smells from food stands
and night workers and crawlers "with flip and shiny gaze". The final line of
each stanza, "you find this ugly, find it lovely" juxtaposes the words "ugly"
and "lovely". This technique is used to emphasise that although this may not be
the life for everyone, it is a treasured way of life for others. Through this
Slessor is also acknowledging freedom of choice, something not experienced or
attainable to the housewife in "Up the Wall".

The mood of the two poems is also greatly contrasting. "William Street" is
characterised by maintained feelings of excitement with an enticing mysterious
edge. Whereas "Up the Wall" gives a sense of loud urgency and unease, and a
contrastingly relaxed tone in the third stanza when the husband speaks. The
change in mood of "Up the Wall" adds to the sense of chaos and unpredictability
experienced by the wife. The greatly differing moods of the two poems is
essential in differentiating two different lifestyles experienced by
Australians.

Although "Up the Wall" and "William Street" both provide insight into Australian
life, the lifestyles detialed are greatly contrasting. While Slessor expresses
feelings of choice, appreciation, admiration and freedom in "William Street",
Dawe explores feelings of loneliness, isolation and loud chaos in "Up the Wall".
This contrast is achieved through the two author's differing focuses of subject
matter represented through a variety of poetic techniques including
juxtaposition, imagery and mood.
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