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Statistics 
Year Number of 

candidates 
Level of achievement 

VHA HA SA LA VLA 

2017 63 3 18 27 13 2 

2016 59 2 11 28 15 3 

2015 59 4 10 33 9 3 

2014 67 3 14 30 15 5 

2013 79 0 7 45 23 4 

General comments 
The 2017 English Senior External Examination was based on the English Senior External 
Syllabus 2004. The examination consisted of two papers of equal weighting. Both papers were 
assessed holistically, using the three criteria of the syllabus: 

• Criterion 1: Knowledge and control of texts in their contexts 

• Criterion 2: Knowledge and control of textual features 

• Criterion 3: Knowledge and application of the constructedness of texts. 

While all three criteria were present on each task-specific criteria and standards sheet, not all 
aspects of the three criteria were present in each task. The aspects of each criterion were 
selected and derived according to task demands. All tasks were contextualised for candidates in 
terms of purpose and audience.  

Candidates who responded effectively to the questions were prepared to think flexibly and use 
their knowledge of the texts, or the theme in the case of Paper 2 Part A, and the required genre to 
develop their responses. Candidates who recounted learned information, regardless of its 
relevance to the questions, submitted less effective responses and performed poorly in Criterion 
1 and Criterion 3. 

Candidates are encouraged to engage in self-assessment of their written work. They should 
respond to each piece of writing by demonstrating their knowledge of discourse, genre, register 
and textual features. 
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Criterion 1: Knowledge and control of texts 
in their contexts 
Success in this criterion is achieved when candidates show an awareness of how meanings in 
texts are shaped by purpose, cultural context and social situation. 

Candidates are encouraged to: 

• discriminate in the selection of subject matter used in responses 

• exploit the conventions of genres for particular purposes 

• develop and extend ideas throughout their responses by analysing and evaluating the texts 
they have studied 

• respond to the demands placed on them through the roles and relationships adopted when 
responding to particular questions 

• employ appropriate tone and tenor 

• construct responses that are consistent with the actions and words of selected characters 

• make their work responsive to the nuances and demands of the tasks provided. 

Criterion 2: Knowledge and control of 
textual features 
Success in this criterion is achieved when candidates show an awareness of appropriateness of 
textual features for purpose, genre and register.  

Candidates are encouraged to: 

• logically and cohesively organise and arrange ideas  

• control spelling, punctuation and paragraphing  

• use clause and sentence structures for effect  

• maintain grammatical accuracy  

• use a wide range of vocabulary, including figurative uses 

• integrate and synthesise direct evidence within responses for the purpose of analysis 

• be fluent with the language of the syllabus (specifically the terms from the glossary)  

• use paragraphs 

• allocate time to perform a careful proofread. 
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Criterion 3: Knowledge and application of 
the constructedness of texts 
Success in this criterion is achieved when candidates show an awareness of the ways in which 
texts are selectively constructed and read.  

Candidates are encouraged to: 

• make choices that invite readers to take up intended positions 

• analyse how readers are invited to take up positions 

• evaluate representations 

• shape representations  

• analyse and evaluate the evidence provided in texts 

• make purposeful choices that invite readers to take up positions about texts 

• identify the positions readers take in response to texts and explain how these readings are 
produced 

• consider cultural assumptions, values, beliefs and attitudes 

• synthesise evidence and use this evidence to respond to the tasks 

• make deliberate language choices when shaping and evaluating character representations. 

Resources and required texts 
Candidates are required to study a range of texts to prepare for the examination, specifically: 

• expository texts, e.g. analytical, persuasive, reflective, argumentative, satirical 

• two to four prose texts, including at least one novel and one work of non-fiction, such as a 
biography/autobiography, memoir or substantial expository or analytical text 

• one to two drama texts (in most cases one Shakespearean play), e.g. scripted drama, 
television and film scripts 

• media texts, e.g. CDs, internet, films, documentaries, television programs. Candidates should 
specialise in one medium for the purposes of the examination, i.e. one medium selected from 
either print (including newspapers and/or magazines), radio, television or advertising (both 
print and electronic)  

• 10–12 poems, including a range of poetic forms selected from lyric, narrative and dramatic 
poetry across cultures and time. 

Candidate responses 
The following pages contain sample essay responses that met the A standard as defined in the 
assessment criteria. They have been reproduced exactly as written and therefore include any 
spelling or grammatical errors made by candidates. 
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Paper One Part A 
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Paper One Part B 
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Paper Two Part A 
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Paper Two Part B 
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