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Task specifications: Paper One 

Part A 

Question 1 — Drama: Imaginative response to literature 

Candidates are to write in role as a character from the text and respond in one of the  

following forms: 

 Interior monologue 

 Letter. 

Candidates are required to: 

 demonstrate understanding of the text 

 provide evidence from the text 

 apply the conventions of the stipulated genre and exploit the roles and relationships  

of that genre. 

Part B 

Question 2 — Novel: Persuasive/reflective response to literature suitable  

for a public audience 

Candidates are to write in role and respond in one of the following forms: 

 Blog post 

 Persuasive speech. 

Candidates are required to: 

 demonstrate understanding of the text 

 provide evidence from the text 

 apply the conventions of the stipulated genre and exploit the roles and relationships  

of that genre. 

Question 3 — Nonfiction prose: Persuasive/reflective response to literature 

suitable for the mass media or for speaking or presenting to an audience 

(specific or general) 

Candidates are to write in role and respond in one of the following forms: 

 Book club address  

 Opinion column. 
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Candidates are required to: 

 demonstrate understanding of the text/s 

 provide evidence through paraphrasing and making reference to key  

events and passages from the text/s 

 apply terminology specific to the deconstruction of non-fiction prose 

 apply the conventions of the stipulated genre and exploit the roles and relationships  

of that genre. 

Task specifications: Paper Two 

Part A 

Question 1 — Imaginative and reflective writing 

Candidates are to write in role and respond in one of the following forms: 

 Narrative/short story 

 Autobiographical extract. 

Candidates are required to: 

 employ narrative devices to promote particular values, assumptions, attitudes and beliefs 

 use the stimulus and theme provided as springboards for writing 

 apply the conventions of the stipulated genre and exploit the roles and relationships 

(provided in the stimulus) of that genre. 

Part B 

Question 2 — Media: Analytical exposition 

Candidates are to write in role and evaluate objectivity in the media through analysing a 

documentary of their choosing. 

Question 3 — Poetry: Analytical exposition 

Candidates select one of the following topics: 

 Topic 3A: Unseen poem 

 Topic 3B: Notified poems. 

Candidates are to write in role and are required to: 

 demonstrate understanding of the provided poem/s 

 apply terminology specific to the deconstruction of poetry 

 apply the conventions of analytical exposition and exploit the roles and relationships  

of this genre. 

Topic 3A: Unseen poem 

Candidates are to identify the invited reading of the poem and explain how this reading  

is achieved. 
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Topic 3B: Notified poems 

Candidates are to compare any two of the notified poems. Attention should be given to: 

 treatment of values, assumptions, attitudes and beliefs, language devices and  

subject matter 

 representations of concepts and of the relationships between and identities of individuals,  

groups, times and places. 

Candidates are to use the attached notified poems in response to this option. The notified  

poems will also be included in the examination paper. 

Enquiries 

Telephone (07) 3864 0211 or email externalexams@qcaa.qld.edu.au. 

  













English 

2017 Senior External Examination — Subject notice 1 
Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority 

February 2017  

Page 10 of 18 
 

 



English 

2017 Senior External Examination — Subject notice 1 
Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority 

February 2017  

Page 11 of 18 
 

 











English 

2017 Senior External Examination — Subject notice 1 
Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority 

February 2017  

Page 16 of 18 
 

 

 

  





English 

2017 Senior External Examination — Subject notice 1

Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority 

February 2017 

Page 18 of 18

Acknowledgments 

Judith Wright ‘At Cooloola’, Kenneth Slessor ‘William Street’, James McAuley ‘One Tuesday in 

Summer’, Les Murray ‘The Mitchells’, John Tranter ‘Debbie & Co.’ and Peter Skrzynecki ‘Hunting 

Rabbits’, in Tranter, J & Mead, P 1991 (eds), The Penguin Book of Modern Australian Poetry, 

Penguin, Melbourne. 

Dorothea Mackellar ‘My Country’ and Colleen Burke ‘Why We Didn’t Go Away on the Long 

Weekend’, in Hampton, S & Llewellyn, K 1986, The Penguin Book of Australian Women Poets, 

Penguin, Melbourne. 

David Malouf ‘Suburban’, in McFarlane, P & Temple, L 1996 (eds), Blue Light, Clear Atoms: 

Poetry for senior students, Macmillan Education, Melbourne. 

Richard Whately ‘There is a Place in Distant Seas’ and Charles Harpur ‘A Mid-Summer 

Noon in the Australian Forest’, in Kinsella, J 2009 (ed), The Penguin Anthology of  

Australian Poetry, Penguin, Melbourne. 

Henry Lawson ‘Past Carin’’, in Cook, M 2007 (ed), Our Country: Classic Australian poetry 

(from the colonial ballads to Paterson & Lawson), Little Hills Press, Sydney. 

Bruce Dawe ‘Up the Wall’, in Dawe, B 1978, Sometimes Gladness, Longman Cheshire, 

Melbourne. 




