
Instructions to students
2019 Queensland Core Skills (QCS) Test
The following instructions apply to all students sitting the QCS Test.
If you do not follow these instructions you could have your QCS Test result withheld (and if OP-eligible, 
you may have your eligibility for an OP and FPs cancelled). 
1. Arrive at your test centre in time for each test session as directed by the chief supervisor (or, if you are a 

private-entry candidate, as directed by the QCAA).
2. Make sure that you have all of your own essential equipment and any of the optional equipment you think 

necessary.
3. Do not bring a mobile phone or a smart watch into the test room. Bring only permitted (i.e. essential and 

optional) equipment into the test room (see below). Be aware that your equipment may be inspected by a 
supervisor at any time before, during and after a test session. 

4. Do not bring food into the test room (unless approved under special provision arrangements).
5. Follow all directions given by the chief supervisor and supervisors.
6. Enter the test room only when the chief supervisor tells you to do so.
7. Sit at the desk identified by your place card.
8. Do not talk — to other students or to yourself — after you have been admitted to the test room.
9. Do not communicate in any way with other students after you have been admitted to the test room.

Test session
Permitted

Not permitted
Essential Optional

Writing Task pens (black ink) pencils, pencil sharpener
eraser, correcting fluid/tape
highlighter
transparent container to carry equipment 
water in clear unlabelled container
tinted glasses
coloured transparency/overlay
other approved items as permitted by the
chief supervisor

own paper
dictionary
thesaurus
electronic devices
any other items

Multiple Choice I
and
Multiple Choice II

2B pencils
pencil sharpener
eraser
ruler
approved calculator 
  — see Note

highlighter
transparent container to carry equipment
water in clear unlabelled container
tinted glasses
coloured transparency/overlay
other approved items as permitted by the
chief supervisor

own paper
dictionary
thesaurus
protractor
drawing compass
electronic devices
any other items

Short Response pens (black ink)
pencils
eraser
ruler
protractor
drawing compass
coloured pencils
approved calculator 
  — see Note

pencil sharpener
correcting fluid/tape
highlighter
transparent container to carry equipment
water in clear unlabelled container
tinted glasses
coloured transparency/overlay
other approved items as permitted by the
chief supervisor

own paper
dictionary
thesaurus
electronic devices
any other items
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10. Do not call out at any time, for any reason.
11. Do not pass material or equipment to another student.
12. When asked to do so, attach the correct barcode ID label and write your student number accurately onto the 

Writing Task (WT) response book, the Multiple Choice (MC) response sheets, or the Short Response (SR) 
testpaper.

13. Do not pick up any writing equipment or touch a calculator during perusal time. Do not start work until told
to do so.

14. Carefully follow the directions given on all your test materials.
15. Do not ask anyone to explain or interpret a test item.
16. Do not ask anyone about any possible error in the content of a testpaper.
17. Raise your hand and wait quietly if you:

• find that there is faulty printing, duplicate page/s, or page/s missing in your testpaper / response sheet / 
response book 

• need a pen / pencil / eraser / calculator 
• need additional loose sheets of paper (WT session only)
• need an extra WT response book
• need an extra SR testpaper 
• need help because you have become ill
• need to leave the room or your seat temporarily.

18. Keep your WT response book and SR testpaper intact. Do not detach any pages or parts of pages.
19. Keep your WT and SR responses covered where possible.
20. Keep your MC response sheets covered and turn them face down unless you are completing a response.
21. When you finish working on an MC testpaper, turn your response sheet face down.
22. Do not cheat. If you are found to have cheated, you will not receive a QCS Test result. The QCAA conducts a 

comprehensive review of all students’ performances to identify possible instances of cheating.
23. Do not continue working after you have been told to stop work. If you continue to work you have committed an 

act of academic misconduct and your QCS Test result may be withheld.
24. Do not seek to hand in your response book / response sheet / testpaper or to leave in the first 40 minutes after 

the start of perusal time or in the last 10 minutes of the test session. The chief supervisor will tell you if you may 
hand in your response book / response sheet / testpaper and leave between 40 minutes after the start of perusal 
time and the last 10 minutes of the test session.

25. Do not leave the test room at the end of the test session until a supervisor tells you that you may do so.
26. At the end of the relevant test session, a supervisor will collect your WT response book, MC I or MC II response 

sheet, or SR testpaper.
27. At the end of each test session, take the relevant testpaper with you — WT testpaper, MC I or MC II testpaper, 

or SR miniature testpaper.
28. If you are unavoidably absent from all or part of any test session and you want to remain OP-eligible, you must 

ask a teacher or guidance officer to complete an Application for absentee exemption on your behalf using the 
QCAA’s interactive data portal. The application must be lodged by 10 October 2019. Medical certificates must 
provide details of your medical condition (e.g. chicken pox) and must not simply say ‘a medical condition’.

Note: Approved calculator — QCS Test items are developed on the basis that the type of calculator used should not 
constitute an advantage or a disadvantage for a student. The calculator you use is to be handheld and solar- or 
battery-powered. The calculator should be able to perform addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, square 
roots and powers. Mobile phones and smart watches are not permitted; therefore, you will not be able to depend 
on using the calculator facility of a mobile phone or smart watch during the test.
The calculator must NOT allow access, during the QCS Test sessions, to the following functions: 
computer algebra system (CAS), spellchecker, dictionary, thesaurus or translator. A calculator that has 
any of these functions — whether inbuilt or downloaded — must be in test mode during the QCS Test sessions. 
The test mode must prohibit access to the functions. If the calculator cannot be put into test mode, a different 
calculator that meets the requirements must be used instead.
You must sign the Calculator declaration form to certify that the calculator you will use in the test meets the 
criteria for an approved calculator and to acknowledge that the use of any other calculator is an act of academic 
misconduct in terms of sitting the QCS Test. This form will be provided by the chief supervisor. Your calculator 
will be checked before the test.
Page 2 of 2

ructions to students
9 Queensland Core Skills (QCS) Test

Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority
July 2019



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


