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Introduction 

Despite the challenges brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic, Queensland’s education 

community can look back on 2021 with satisfaction at having implemented the first full 

assessment cycle in the new Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE) system. That meant 

delivering three internal assessments and one external assessment in each General subject.  

This report analyses that cycle — from endorsing summative internal assessment instruments to 

confirming internal assessment marks, and designing and marking external assessment. It also 

gives readers information about: 

• applying syllabus objectives in the design and marking of internal and external assessments 

• patterns of student achievement. 

The report promotes continuous improvement by: 

• identifying effective practices in the design and marking of valid, accessible and reliable 

assessments 

• recommending where and how to enhance the design and marking of valid, accessible and 

reliable assessment instruments 

• providing examples of best practice where relevant, possible and appropriate. 

Audience and use 

This report should be read by school leaders, subject leaders and teachers to: 

• inform teaching and learning and assessment preparation 

• assist in assessment design practice 

• assist in making assessment decisions  

• help prepare students for external assessment. 

The report is publicly available to promote transparency and accountability. Students, parents, 

community members and other education stakeholders can learn about the assessment practices 

and outcomes for General subjects (including alternative sequences (AS) and Senior External 

Examination (SEE) subjects, where relevant) and General (Extension) subjects. 

Report preparation 

The report includes analyses of data and other information from endorsement, confirmation and 

external assessment processes. It also includes advice from the chief confirmer, chief endorser 

and chief marker, developed in consultation with and support from QCAA subject matter experts. 
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Subject data summary 

Subject completion 

The following data includes students who completed the General subject or AS.  

For the purposes of this report, while the 2021 summative units for the AS are AS units 1 and 2, 

this information will be included with the General summative Units 3 and 4.  

Note: All data is correct as at 17 December 2021. Where percentages are provided, these are 

rounded to two decimal places and, therefore, may not add up to 100%. 

Number of schools that offered the subject: 142. 

Completion of units Unit 1 Unit 2 Units 3 and 4 

Number of students 

completed 

4432 4163 3642 

Units 1 and 2 results 

Number of students Satisfactory Unsatisfactory 

Unit 1 4105 327 

Unit 2 3833 330 

Units 3 and 4 internal assessment (IA) results 

Total marks for IA 
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IA1 marks 

IA1 total 

 

IA1 Criterion: Data test  
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IA2 marks 

IA2 total 

 

IA2 Criterion: Research and planning  IA2 Criterion: Analysis of evidence 

 

 

 

IA2 Criterion: Interpretation and evaluation  IA2 Criterion: Communication 
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IA3 marks 

IA3 total 

 

IA3 Criterion: Research and planning  IA3 Criterion: Analysis and interpretation 

 

 

 

IA3 Criterion: Conclusion and evaluation  IA3 Criterion: Communication 
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External assessment (EA) marks 
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Final subject results 

Final marks for IA and EA 

 

Grade boundaries 

The grade boundaries are determined using a process to compare results on a numeric scale to 

the reporting standards. 

Standard A B C D E 

Marks 

achieved 

100–85 84–70 69–48 47–22 21–0 

Distribution of standards 

The number of students who achieved each standard across the state is as follows. 

Standard A B C D E 

Number of 

students 

850 1741 1017 36 0 
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Internal assessment 

The following information and advice pertain to the assessment design and assessment 

decisions for each IA in Units 3 and 4. These instruments have undergone quality assurance 

processes informed by the attributes of quality assessment (validity, accessibility and reliability). 

Endorsement 

Endorsement is the quality assurance process based on the attributes of validity and accessibility. 

These attributes are categorised further as priorities for assessment, and each priority can be 

further broken down into assessment practices.  

Data presented in the Assessment design section identifies the reasons why IA instruments were 

not endorsed at Application 1, by the priority for assessments. An IA may have been identified 

more than once for a priority for assessment, e.g. it may have demonstrated a misalignment to 

both the subject matter and the assessment objective/s.  

Refer to the quality assurance tools for detailed information about the assessment practices for 

each assessment instrument. 

Percentage of instruments endorsed in Application 1 

Number of instruments submitted IA1 IA2 IA3 

Total number of instruments 142 142 141 

Percentage endorsed in Application 1 15% 73% 74% 

Confirmation 

Confirmation is the quality assurance process based on the attribute of reliability. The QCAA uses 

provisional criterion marks determined by teachers to identify the samples of student responses that 

schools are required to submit for confirmation.  

Confirmation samples are representative of the school’s decisions about the quality of student work in 

relation to the ISMG and are used to make decisions about the cohort’s results. If further information is 

required about the school’s application of the ISMG to finalise a confirmation decision, the QCAA requests 

additional samples.  

Schools may request a review where an individual student’s confirmed result is different from the school’s 

provisional mark in one or more criteria and the school considers this result to be an anomaly or exception.  

The following table includes the percentage agreement between the provisional marks and confirmed marks 

by assessment instrument. The Assessment decisions section of this report for each assessment 

instrument identifies the agreement trends between provisional and confirmed marks by criterion. 
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Number of samples reviewed and percentage agreement 

IA Number of schools Number of 

samples requested 

Number of 

additional samples 

requested 

Percentage 

agreement with 

provisional marks 

1 141 827 0 100% 

2 141 879 240 82.98% 

3 140 864 202 83.57% 
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Internal assessment 1 (IA1) 

Data test (10%) 

This assessment focuses on the application of a range of cognitions to multiple provided items. 

Student responses must be completed individually, under supervised conditions, and in a set 

timeframe. 

Assessment design 

Validity 

Validity in assessment design considers the extent to which an assessment item accurately 

measures what it is intended to measure and that the evidence of student learning collected from 

an assessment can be legitimately used for the purpose specified in the syllabus. 

Reasons for non-endorsement by priority of assessment  

Validity priority Number of times priority was identified in decisions* 

Alignment 117 

Authentication 0 

Authenticity 6 

Item construction 16 

Scope and scale 39 

*Each priority might contain up to four assessment practices. 

Total number of submissions: 142. 

Effective practices 

Validity priorities were effectively demonstrated in assessment instruments that: 

• featured a variety of datasets clearly derived from the subject matter of the relevant unit, 

e.g. mandatory and suggested practicals and related subject matter 

• featured items with only one cognition for the objective being assessed 

• featured a variety of cognitions throughout all datasets to enable students to demonstrate all 

aspects of the syllabus objectives 

• include a marking scheme that clearly and consistently matches each mark to an important 

feature in the expected response, e.g. one mark for working and one mark for calculating the 

correct value. 
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Practices to strengthen 

It is recommended that assessment instruments: 

• contain items that are clearly aligned with the corresponding objective by using an appropriate 

cognitive verb and requiring an appropriate type of response, e.g. in an Objective 3 item, 

identify a trend in the dataset. Teachers should refer to the Mark allocations table in Syllabus 

section 4.5.1 for guidance on the appropriate cognitive verbs and responses associated with 

each objective 

• include items that are closely aligned to the key research skills in Psychology in Syllabus 

section 1.2.5 

• use unseen datasets derived from practicals performed in class and that are appropriately 

different from data sets available in QCAA samples and known publishers in the public domain 

• do not use items that assess Objective 5 — investigate phenomena, e.g. items relating to 

hypothesis construction and limitations of experimental design, which are outside the scope of 

the data test. 

Accessibility 

Accessibility in assessment design ensures that no student or group of students is disadvantaged 

in their capacity to access an assessment. 

Reasons for non-endorsement by priority of assessment  

Accessibility priority Number of times priority was identified in decisions* 

Bias avoidance 28 

Language 30 

Layout 28 

Transparency 17 

*Each priority might contain up to four assessment practices. 

Total number of submissions: 142. 

Effective practices 

Accessibility priorities were effectively demonstrated in assessment instruments that: 

• featured a consistent layout, e.g. labelled axes on graphs and titles on tables  

• featured clearly legible datasets, e.g. data points on correlational graphs and columns on bar 

graphs that were identifiable  

• featured a clearly identifiable cognition in the instruction  

• featured language that was free from cultural, gender or socio-economic bias 

• featured items that succinctly provided the aim and methodology of the study before 

presentation of the data 

• featured clear communication that directed students to the relevant data or table in order to 

respond to the question. 
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Practices to strengthen 

There were no significant issues identified for improvement. 

Assessment decisions 

Reliability 

Reliability is a judgment about the measurements of assessment. It refers to the extent to which 

the results of assessments are consistent, replicable and free from error. 

Agreement trends between provisional and confirmed marks 

Criterion 

number 

Criterion name Percentage 

agreement with 

provisional 

Percentage 

less than 

provisional 

Percentage 

greater than 

provisional 

Percentage 

both less 

and greater 

than 

provisional 

1 Data test 100% 0% 0% 0% 

Effective practices 

Accuracy and consistency of the application of the ISMG for this IA was most effective when: 

• school-developed marking schemes clearly matched each mark to a valued feature of the 

expected response and clearly explained how marks (including part marks) were awarded 

• schools applied their marking schemes consistently across cohorts. 

Samples of effective practices 

There are no student response excerpts because either the student/s did not provide permission or there 

were third-party copyright issues in the response/s. 

Practices to strengthen 

To further ensure accuracy and consistency of the application of the ISMG for this IA, it is 

recommended that: 

• if necessary, schools update marking schemes to identify how alternative responses were 

marked  

• schools check that mark totals and percentages have been determined correctly 

• schools use the percentage cut-offs from the ISMG to determine the final mark out of 10 

• schools implement internal quality assurance processes (e.g. cross marking) to ensure 

intra-marker and inter-marker reliability. 

Additional advice 

• Schools should label the updated marking scheme for ease of access during the confirmation 

process. 
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Internal assessment 2 (IA2) 

Student experiment (20%) 

This assessment requires students to research a question or hypothesis through collection, 

analysis and synthesis of primary data. A student experiment uses investigative practices to 

assess a range of cognitions in a particular context. Investigative practices include locating and 

using information beyond students’ own knowledge and the data they have been given. Research 

conventions must be adhered to. This assessment occurs over an extended and defined period 

of time. Students may use class time and their own time to develop a response. 

Assessment design 

Validity 

Validity in assessment design considers the extent to which an assessment item accurately 

measures what it is intended to measure and that the evidence of student learning collected from 

an assessment can be legitimately used for the purpose specified in the syllabus. 

Reasons for non-endorsement by priority of assessment  

Validity priority Number of times priority was identified in decisions* 

Alignment 14 

Authentication 10 

Authenticity 0 

Item construction 10 

Scope and scale 3 

*Each priority might contain up to four assessment practices. 

Total number of submissions: 142. 

Effective practices 

Validity priorities were effectively demonstrated in assessment instruments that: 

• featured clear authentication strategies e.g. a declaration of authenticity  

• featured mandatory or suggested practicals from Unit 3 as experiments for students to use as 

the basis for their methodology and research question 

• featured check points to monitor student progress throughout the task, e.g. specific weeks to 

select modifications, complete risk assessment, collect and analyse data, submit draft, submit 

final response 

• featured scaffolding that enabled students to address the components of the task without 

directing them to a pre-determined response  

• featured a clear example of developing a research question that related to Unit 3 subject 

matter. 
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It is recommended that assessment instruments: 

• direct students to practicals that have been modelled in class, e.g. mandatory or suggested 

practicals that provide relevant data to process, such as an experimental research design to 

investigate the effect of learning environment on memory, replicating aspects of the 1998 

investigation by Grant et al. in Syllabus section 4.5, Topic 3: Memory 

• avoid the use of practicals that cannot be easily replicated in a classroom setting, e.g. 

Bugelski and Alampay (1961) and Hudson (1960) in Syllabus section 4.4, Topic 2: Visual 

perception 

• include scaffolding that reflects the requirements of the syllabus and supports the completion 

of the task without leading students to a predetermined response 

• include an indication of how students can work collaboratively and how this will be managed 

by indicating which sections of the assessment can be completed individually and which 

sections are to completed as a group 

• ensure that the mandatory and suggested practicals align to the topics stated in the conditions 

section of the task.  

Accessibility 

Accessibility in assessment design ensures that no student or group of students is disadvantaged 

in their capacity to access an assessment. 

Reasons for non-endorsement by priority of assessment  

Accessibility priority Number of times priority was identified in decisions* 

Bias avoidance 0 

Language 7 

Layout 2 

Transparency 5 

*Each priority might contain up to four assessment practices. 

Total number of submissions: 142. 

Effective practices 

Accessibility priorities were effectively demonstrated in assessment instruments that: 

• featured clear communication of task elements using succinct and accessible language  

• featured clear, appropriate headings with only relevant information in each section to provide 

guidance for students 

• featured check points that were specific and provided clear directions for students.  

Practices to strengthen 

It is recommended that assessment instruments: 

• are proofread for spelling, grammar and typographical errors 

• avoid repetition of elements of the task in different sections. 
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Assessment decisions 

Reliability 

Reliability is a judgment about the measurements of assessment. It refers to the extent to which 

the results of assessments are consistent, replicable and free from error. 

Agreement trends between provisional and confirmed marks 

Criterion 

number 

Criterion name Percentage 

agreement with 

provisional 

Percentage 

less than 

provisional 

Percentage 

greater than 

provisional 

Percentage 

both less 

and greater 

than 

provisional 

1 Research and 

planning 

89.36% 10.64% 0.00% 0.00% 

2 Analysis and 

interpretation 

91.49% 8.51% 0.00% 0.00% 

3 Interpretation and 

evaluation 

87.23% 12.77% 0.00% 0.00% 

4 Communication 97.87% 1.42% 0.71% 0.00% 

Effective practices 

Accuracy and consistency of the application of the ISMG for this IA was most effective when: 

• in the Research and planning criterion 

- a considered rationale developed the research question from the relevant psychological 

concepts from Unit 3 subject matter, clearly identifying the experiment to be modified, 

communicating the experiment's purpose and introducing research to support altered 

variables 

- a hypothesis was accompanied by a specific and relevant research question, including 

operationalisation of variables and target population, which was answerable within the 

required response length 

- justified modifications to the methodology, explicitly identifying meaningful refinements, 

redirections or extensions of a practical, ensuring collection of sufficient data to draw valid 

conclusions 

- considered management of risks and ethical or environmental issues was explicitly 

identified within the context of the experiment 

• in the Interpretation and evaluation criterion 

- justified discussion of the reliability and validity of the process by 

▪ providing an explanation of research informed by types of reliability and validity rather 

than a simple list of issues 

▪ referring to the uncertainty and limitations identified in the analysis of evidence 

- suggested improvements to the experiment were logically derived from the uncertainty and 

limitations of the evidence identified in the analysis, to improve reliability and validity of the 

experiment 

- suggested extensions to the experiment were purposefully explained to identify further 

scope for exploration or redirection of the research question. 
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Samples of effective practices 

The following are excerpts from a response that illustrate the characteristics for the criterion at the 

performance level indicated. The excerpts may provide evidence of more than one criterion. The 

characteristics identified may not be the only time the characteristics have occurred throughout a 

response. 

These student response excerpts have been included: 

• to demonstrate the following characteristics in the Research and planning criterion 

- a considered rationale that clearly identifies the original practical, the purpose of the 

experiment and an explanation of the redirected variables that is informed by research 

- a specific and relevant research question that includes operationalisation of variables and 

the target population 

- modifications to the methodology that are justified by explicitly identifying meaningful 

refinements and redirections, explaining the purpose of modifications and explicitly 

operationalising variables. 

Research and planning 
(5–6 marks) 

• a considered rationale 
for the experiment 
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Research and planning 
(5–6 marks) 

• a specific and relevant 
research question  

 

Research and planning 
(5–6 marks) 

• justified modifications 
to the methodology 
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This student response excerpt has been included: 

• to show a justified discussion of reliability and validity of the experimental process that links 

limitations to the types of reliability and validity affected 

• to demonstrate suggested improvements to the experiment that are logically derived from the 

limitations of the evidence identified in the analysis to improve the reliability and validity of the 

experiment. Suggested extensions to the experiment are purposefully explained to identify 

further scope for exploration or redirection of the research question. 

Interpretation and 
evaluation 
(5–6 marks) 

• justified discussion 
of the reliability 
and validity of the 
experimental process 
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Interpretation and 
evaluation 
(5–6 marks) 

• suggested 
improvements and 
extensions to the 
experiment that are 
logically derived from 
the analysis of 
evidence 

 

Practices to strengthen 

To further ensure accuracy and consistency of the application of the ISMG for this IA, it is 

recommended that: 

• in the Analysis of evidence criterion 

- correct and relevant processing of data is determined by the appropriate use of measures 

to calculate statistical difference and/or significance such as confidence intervals and 

inferential statistics rather than inappropriate measures such as standard deviation and 

standard error 

- thorough identification of trends, patterns or relationships involves the following analysis 

techniques (where relevant) 

▪ explanation, rather than re-statement, of descriptive statistics, e.g. mean, median, 

standard deviation and standard error 

▪ identification of trends within correlation (if appropriate to answer the research question), 

including the strength and direction of the relationship based on Pearson's correlation 

coefficient or Spearman's rank correlation coefficient 

▪ measures to identify statistical difference and/or significance, including confidence 

intervals and appropriate inferential statistics for the sample and conditions, e.g. Mann-

Whitney U test, T-test, Wilcoxon signed-ranked test with explanation of selection for 

appropriateness 
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- thorough and appropriate identification of uncertainty and limitations of evidence involves 

the following descriptions (where relevant) 

▪ uncertainty within the evidence is identified based on error bars, type I & II errors, 

management of outliers within the data collected and instrumental data measurement 

uncertainties 

▪ limitations within evidence are based on sample size, population and sample used and 

implementation of methodology. 

Additional advice 

• Schools must use the ISMG from the syllabus without making any changes to wording or 

formatting. 

• According to the best-fit process for using the ISMG, when an equal number of characteristics 

are identified across two performance levels (e.g. in the Analysis of evidence criterion), the 

mark should reflect that balance of evidence in the response. Teachers should refer to the 

Making judgements webinar resource available on the QCAA Portal for additional guidance. 

• Through the mandatory and suggested practicals, students should have an opportunity to 

practise 

- relevant data processing techniques that can be used to identify trends, patterns, 

relationships and the uncertainty or limitations of data 

- interpreting statistical significance using appropriate measures (e.g. confidence levels) 

rather than inappropriate measures (e.g. standard deviation). 

• Strategies outlined in the QCE and QCIA policy and procedures handbook are administered to 

- manage response length to ensure that student responses meet the conditions of the 

syllabus 

- promote academic integrity to ensure that student responses clearly demonstrate students' 

own achievements. 
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Internal assessment 3 (IA3) 

Research investigation (20%) 

This assessment requires students to evaluate a claim. They will do this by researching, 

analysing and interpreting secondary evidence from scientific texts to form the basis for a justified 

conclusion about the claim. A research investigation uses research practices to assess a range of 

cognitions in a particular context. Research practices include locating and using information 

beyond students’ own knowledge and the data they have been given. 

Research conventions must be adhered to. This assessment occurs over an extended and 

defined period of time. Students may use class time and their own time to develop a response. 

Assessment design 

Validity 

Validity in assessment design considers the extent to which an assessment item accurately 

measures what it is intended to measure and that the evidence of student learning collected from 

an assessment can be legitimately used for the purpose specified in the syllabus. 

Reasons for non-endorsement by priority of assessment  

Validity priority Number of times priority was identified in decisions* 

Alignment 18 

Authentication 2 

Authenticity 0 

Item construction 9 

Scope and scale 16 

*Each priority might contain up to four assessment practices. 

Total number of submissions: 141. 

Effective practices 

Validity priorities were effectively demonstrated in assessment instruments that: 

• used claims that were simple and direct statements that enabled the development of a 

research question aligned to Unit 4 subject matter, e.g. ‘the media can decrease aggression’ 

• used claims that could generate multiple unique student responses, e.g. ‘cultural norms 

influence social identity’ 

• used scaffolding that directed students to address all elements of the task. 
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Practices to strengthen 

It is recommended that assessment instruments: 

• use claims that only have a single assertion, e.g. ‘diffusion of responsibility occurs in all social 

situations’ rather than ‘diffusion of responsibility explains the reluctance of people to go to the 

aid of strangers who are bullied’ 

• consider the school context and resources available to students to support them in finding 

evidence for their research question  

• include the task requirements in the task section, not the scaffolding section. 

Accessibility 

Accessibility in assessment design ensures that no student or group of students is disadvantaged 

in their capacity to access an assessment. 

Reasons for non-endorsement by priority of assessment 

Accessibility priority Number of times priority was identified in decisions* 

Bias avoidance 0 

Language 4 

Layout 1 

Transparency 0 

*Each priority might contain up to four assessment practices. 

Total number of submissions: 141. 

Effective practices 

Accessibility priorities were effectively demonstrated in assessment instruments that: 

• used claims written with accurate spelling and grammar 

• provided clear instructions that aligned with syllabus objectives and the ISMG 

• had checkpoints that were sufficiently spaced and had clear completion expectations to 

support students in the successful construction of the task, e.g. specific weeks to develop 

research question, collect and analyse data, submit draft, submit final response 

Practices to strengthen 

It is recommended that assessment instruments: 

• avoid using colloquial language or popular catch phrases, e.g. ‘sticks and stones may break 

my bones but words will never hurt me’ 

• consider the cultural appropriateness of the claim within a broader societal context  

• avoid using claims that are moral assertions or have a moral bias, e.g. ‘ethical principles in 

psychology have hindered psychological research’. 
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Assessment decisions 

Reliability 

Reliability is a judgment about the measurements of assessment. It refers to the extent to which 

the results of assessments are consistent, replicable and free from error. 

Agreement trends between provisional and confirmed marks 

Criterion 

number 

Criterion name Percentage 

agreement with 

provisional 

Percentage 

less than 

provisional 

Percentage 

greater than 

provisional 

Percentage 

both less 

and greater 

than 

provisional 

1 Research and 

planning 

94.29% 3.57% 1.43% 0.71% 

2 Analysis and 

interpretation 

93.57% 5.71% 0.71% 0.00% 

3 Conclusion and 

evaluation 

85.71% 12.14% 2.14% 0.00% 

4 Communication 97.86% 0.71% 1.43% 0.00% 

Effective practices 

Accuracy and consistency of the application of the ISMG for this IA was most effective when: 

• in the Research and planning criterion  

- a considered rationale clearly connected the research question to Unit 4 subject matter  

- a specific research question was explicit enough to be answered within the required 

response length  

- sufficient and relevant sources were drawn from a variety of scientifically credible sources 

as indicated by the syllabus, e.g. books by well credentialled scientists, websites of 

independent research bodies, etc. 

- judgements about the sufficiency of sources were made by referring to the sources used 

throughout the response, not just in the rationale  

• in the Conclusion and evaluation criterion 

- a justified conclusion directly addressed the research question and was supported by 

evidence from credible sources 

- discussion of the quality of evidence was related to the research question  

- suggested improvements and extensions were related to the claim 

• in the Communication criterion 

- appropriate use of referencing conventions ensured that a consistent style of in-text 

referencing was used throughout the response. 

Samples of effective practices 

The following is an excerpt from a response that illustrates the characteristics for the criterion at 

the performance level indicated. The excerpt may provide evidence of more than one criterion. 
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The characteristics identified may not be the only time the characteristics have occurred 

throughout a response. 

This student response excerpt has been included: 

• as an example, in the Research and planning criterion, of a rationale that is considered and a 

research question that is clearly developed from the claim  

• as an example, in the Analysis and interpretation criterion, of sufficient and relevant evidence 

clearly addressing the research question 

• as an example, in the Conclusion and evaluation criterion, of justified conclusions using data 

to answer the research question and credible findings being extrapolated to address the claim. 

Research and planning 
(5–6 marks)  

• a considered rationale 
identifying clear 
development of the 
research question 
from the claim  

• a specific and relevant 
research question 
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Analysis and 
interpretation 
(5–6 marks) 

• the identification of 
sufficient and relevant 
evidence 

 

Cortes Barragan, R & Dweck, CS 2014, “Rethinking natural altruism: Simple reciprocal interactions 

trigger children’s benevolence: Fig. 1.,” Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, vol. 111, 

no. 48, pp. 17071–17074, DOI: 10.1073/pnas.1419408111. Used with permission 
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Conclusion and 
evaluation 
(5–6 marks) 

• justified conclusion/s 
linked to the research 
question 

• extrapolation of 
credible findings of 
the research to the 
claim 

 

 

Practices to strengthen 

To further ensure accuracy and consistency of the application of the ISMG for this IA, it is 

recommended that: 

• in the Analysis and interpretation criterion  

- sufficient and relevant evidence is  

▪ directly related to the research question 

▪ based on subject matter from Unit 4 of the syllabus  

▪ drawn from more than one source 

- thorough and appropriate identification of limitations of evidence should identify issues 

such as 

▪ weak points of the data with respect to the research question  
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▪ methodological limitations of the sources 

▪ whether justified scientific arguments are supported by data from the sources. 

Additional advice 

• Strategies identified in the QCE and QCIA policy and procedures handbook should be 

administered to 

- manage response length to ensure that student responses meet the conditions of the 

syllabus 

- promote academic integrity to ensure that student responses clearly demonstrate their 

students' own achievements. 

• Schools must use the ISMG from the syllabus without making any changes to wording or 

formatting.  

• Strategies identified in the QCE and QCIA policy and procedures handbook to manage 

response length should be administered to ensure that student responses meet the conditions 

of the syllabus. 
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External assessment 

External assessment (EA) is developed and marked by the QCAA. The external assessment for a 

subject is common to all schools and administered under the same conditions, at the same time, 

on the same day. 

Summative external assessment (EA) — 

Examination (50%)  

Assessment design 

The assessment instrument was designed using the specifications, conditions and assessment 

objectives described in the summative external assessment section of the syllabus. The 

examination consisted of two papers: 

• Paper 1, Section 1 consisted of multiple-choice questions (25 marks) 

• Paper 1, Section 2 consisted of short-response questions (29 marks) 

• Paper 2, Section 1 consisted of short-response questions (40 marks). 

The examination assessed subject matter from Units 3 and 4. Questions were derived from the 

context of:  

• Localisation of function of the brain 

• Visual perception 

• Memory 

• Learning 

• Social psychology 

• Interpersonal processes 

• Attitudes 

• Cross-cultural psychology 

The assessment required students to respond to multiple choice and short response items. 

The AS assessment instrument was designed using the specifications, conditions and 

assessment objectives described in the summative external assessment section of the AS. The 

AS examination consisted of two papers: 

• Paper 1, Section 1 consisted of multiple-choice questions (25 marks) 

• Paper 1, Section 2 consisted of short-response questions (34 marks) 

• Paper 2, Section 1 consisted of short-response questions (39 marks). 

The AS examination assessed subject matter from AS Units 1 and 2. Questions were derived 

from the context of:  

• The role of the brain 
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• Cognitive development 

• Human consciousness and sleep 

• Localisation of function of the brain 

• Visual perception 

• Memory 

• Learning. 

The AS assessment required students to respond to multiple choice and short response items.  

Assessment decisions 

Assessment decisions are made by markers by matching student responses to the external 

assessment marking guide (EAMG). The external assessment papers and the EAMG are 

published in the year after they are administered. 

General multiple choice item responses 

There were 25 multiple choice items in Paper 1. 

Percentage of student responses to each option 

Note:  

• The correct answer is bold and in a blue shaded table cell. 

• Some students may not have responded to every question. 

Question A B C D 

1 3.55 87.98 6.01 2.21 

2 5.62 1.54 90.16 2.49 

3 0.48 3.77 91.45 4.14 

4 6.21 6.68 12.8 74.11 

5 17.03 69.11 11.66 1.96 

6 70.51 6.23 12.24 10.85 

7 3.52 2.94 88.68 4.64 

8 62.85 6.23 20.94 9.73 

9 11.32 40.84 23.15 24.29 

10 1.62 13.08 5.54 79.45 

11 4.05 47.44 21.08 27.17 

12 79.09 11.15 2.82 6.71 

13 3.02 8.97 4.5 83.37 

14 70.76 2.12 4.56 22.34 

15 65.5 1.59 1.98 30.75 
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Question A B C D 

16 4.25 11.83 68.24 15.46 

17 3.41 12.19 54.85 29.35 

18 8.19 20.27 10.96 60.33 

19 40.51 39.39 8.44 11.49 

20 18.9 53.42 18.62 8.83 

21 4.42 18.09 6.74 70.56 

22 64.75 17.92 3.63 13.39 

23 18.42 65.67 10.15 5.54 

24 6.32 11.21 62.71 19.6 

25 8.44 11.32 78.03 1.96 

AS multiple choice item responses 

There were 25 multiple choice items in Paper 1. 

Percentage of student responses to each option 

Note:  

• The correct answer is bold and in a blue shaded table cell. 

• Some students may not have responded to every question. 

Question A B C D 

1 91.3 4.35 4.35 0 

2 8.7 8.7 43.48 39.13 

3 4.35 73.91 17.39 4.35 

4 21.74 8.7 39.13 30.43 

5 17.39 4.35 73.91 4.35 

6 4.35 69.57 8.7 17.39 

7 0 0 91.3 8.7 

8 56.52 4.35 30.43 8.7 

9 4.35 30.43 39.13 26.09 

10 0 17.39 4.35 78.26 

11 39.13 43.48 8.7 8.7 

12 4.35 4.35 4.35 86.96 

13 17.39 39.13 8.7 34.78 
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Question A B C D 

14 69.57 0 8.7 21.74 

15 47.83 4.35 0 47.83 

16 8.7 0 69.57 17.39 

17 13.04 4.35 8.7 69.57 

18 0 78.26 13.04 8.7 

19 13.04 0 82.61 4.35 

20 86.96 4.35 4.35 4.35 

21 30.43 39.13 21.74 4.35 

22 4.35 4.35 8.7 82.61 

23 43.48 43.48 8.7 4.35 

24 0 26.09 56.52 17.39 

25 8.7 17.39 73.91 0 

Effective practices 

Overall, students responded well to:  

• opportunities to apply their understanding of Unit 3 subject matter 

• opportunities to apply their understanding of Unit 4 topic 4 subject matter 

• short response questions with the cognitive verbs ‘describe’ and ‘identify’. 

The following excerpts have been selected to illustrate effective student responses in one or 

more of the syllabus assessment objectives. The characteristics identified may not be the only 

time the characteristics have occurred throughout a response. 

Samples of effective practices 

Short response 

Assessment objective: 1 

Paper 2 

Question 1b 

This question required students to describe extinction and spontaneous recovery and provide an 

example of each. 

Effective student responses: 

• described both extinction and spontaneous recovery  

• identified examples of both extinction and spontaneous recovery from the experiment 

referenced in the syllabus and question. 
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This student response excerpt has been included: 

• to demonstrate a high-level response that provides correct examples relevant to the syllabus.  

Describe and explain 
(4 marks) 

 

 

 

 

Assessment objective: 3 

Paper 1 

Question 27 

This question required students to distinguish between modelling and vicarious conditioning. 

Effective student responses: 

• identified a distinction between modelling and vicarious conditioning 

• included a contrast word in the response. 

This student response excerpt has been included: 

• to demonstrate a high-level response that includes a relevant contrast word to show 

distinction.  

Analyse evidence  
(1 mark) 
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Assessment objective: 4 

Paper 1 

Question 38 

This question required students to identify an argument for and against elaborative rehearsal and 

support each argument with an example. 

Effective student responses: 

• provided arguments for and against elaborative rehearsal rather than referencing maintenance 

rehearsal  

• provided examples that supported the arguments made.  

This student response excerpt has been included: 

• to demonstrate a high-level response that provides effective arguments for and against 

elaborative rehearsal as a strategy to improve memory, and examples to support the 

arguments made.  

Interpret evidence 
(4 marks) 
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Practices to strengthen 

It is recommended that when preparing students for external assessment, teachers consider: 

• the skills associated with responding to cognitive verbs linked to subject matter, especially 

‘contrast’, ‘distinguish’ and ‘compare’ 

• the research referenced in the subject matter of the syllabus, rather than that referenced by 

outside sources, such as textbooks  

• that the number of marks allocated per question reflects the number of statements, cognitions 

or calculations required to achieve full marks 

• the multiple choice items where students answered incorrectly to ensure subject matter is 

sufficiently covered. 
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