
German marking guide and 
response 
Sample external assessment 2020 

Combination response (50 marks) 

Assessment objectives 
This assessment instrument is used to determine student achievement in the following 
objectives: 
1. comprehend German to understand information, ideas, opinions and experiences related to

finishing secondary school, future plans and responsibilities
2. identify tone, purpose, context and audience to infer meaning, values and attitudes related

to finishing secondary school, future plans and responsibilities

3. analyse and evaluate information and ideas to draw conclusions and justify opinions, ideas
and perspectives related to finishing secondary school, future plans and responsibilities

4. apply knowledge of German language elements, structures and textual conventions to
convey meaning appropriate to context, purpose, audience and cultural conventions related
to finishing secondary school, future plans and responsibilities

5. structure, sequence and synthesise information to justify opinions, ideas and perspectives
related to finishing school, future plans and responsibilities.

Note: Objective 6 is not assessed in this instrument. 
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Introduction 

The Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority (QCAA) has developed mock external 
assessments for each General senior syllabus subject to support the introduction of external 
assessment in Queensland. 

An external assessment marking guide (EAMG) has been created specifically for each mock 
external assessment.  

The mock external assessments and their marking guides were: 

• developed in close consultation with subject matter experts drawn from schools, subject

associations and universities

• aligned to the external assessment conditions and specifications in General senior syllabuses

• developed under secure conditions.

Purpose 

This document consists of an EAMG and an annotated response. 

The EAMG: 

• provides a tool for calibrating external assessment markers to ensure reliability of results

• indicates the correlation, for each question, between mark allocation and qualities at each

level of the mark range

• informs schools and students about how marks are matched to qualities in student responses.

Mark allocation 

Where a response does not meet any of the descriptors for a question or a criterion, a mark of ‘0’ 

will be recorded.  

Where no response to a question has been made, a mark of ‘N’ will be recorded.
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External assessment marking guide (EAMG) 
Short response in German (15 marks) 

Question The response Mark  The response Mark 

1 • identifies the topic of discussion
• provides 1 example that supports this conclusion

2 • conveys meaning relevant to the question and allowing for
few errors

4 

• identifies the topic of discussion
OR 

• provides 1 example
OR 

• in English, identifies the topic of discussion and provides 1
example that supports this conclusion

1 • conveys meaning relevant to the question and allowing for
some errors

3 

• does not satisfy any descriptors above. 0 • conveys meaning relevant to the question through the use
of some words and isolated phrases

2 

• conveys fragmented meaning 1 

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above.
OR 

• is in English.

0 
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Question The response Mark The response Mark 

2 • identifies the father’s perspective
• compares this perspective to his daughter’s perspective
• provides 3 examples that support this conclusion

5 • conveys meaning relevant to the question and allowing for
few errors

4 

• identifies the father’s perspective
• compares this perspective to his daughter’s perspective
• provides 2 examples that support this conclusion

4 • conveys meaning relevant to the question and allowing for
some errors

3 

• identifies the father’s perspective
• compares this perspective to his daughter’s perspective
• provides 1 example that supports this conclusion

3 • conveys meaning relevant to the question through the use
of some words and isolated phrases

2 

• identifies the father’s perspective
• compares this perspective to his daughter’s perspective

OR 
• identifies the father’s perspective
• provides 1 example that supports this conclusion

2 • conveys fragmented meaning 1 

• identifies the father’s perspective
OR 

• provides 1 relevant example
OR 

• in English, identifies the father’s perspective, compares this
perspective to his daughter’s perspective and provides 3
examples that support this conclusion

1 • does not satisfy of the descriptors above
OR 

• is in English.

0 

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 0 
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Short response in English (14 marks) 

Question The response Mark 

3 • identifies an audience
• provides 4 examples that support this conclusion

5 

• identifies an audience
• provides 3 examples that support this conclusion

4 

• identifies an audience
• provides 2 examples that support this conclusion

3 

• identifies an audience
• provides 1 example that supports this conclusion

2 

• identifies an audience
OR 

• provides 1 relevant example
OR 

• in German, identifies an audience and provides 4 examples that
support this conclusion

1 

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 0 
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Question The response Mark 

4 • states whether Penny showed initiative
• provides 3 examples that support this conclusion

4 

• states whether Penny showed initiative
• provides 2 examples that support this conclusion

3 

• states whether Penny showed initiative
• provides 1 example that supports this conclusion

2 

• states whether Penny showed initiative
OR 

• provides 1 relevant example
OR 

• in German, states whether Penny showed initiative and provides 3
examples that support this conclusion

1 

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 0 
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Question The response Mark 

5 • states whether Penny is likely to be successful
• provides a total of 4 examples from Stimulus 2 and 3 that support this

conclusion

5 

• states whether Penny is likely to be successful
• provides a total of 3 examples from Stimulus 2 and 3 that support this

conclusion

4 

• states whether Penny is likely to be successful
• provides 2 examples that support this conclusion

3 

• states whether Penny is likely to be successful
• provides 1 example that supports this conclusion

2 

• states whether Penny is likely to be successful
OR 

• provides 1 relevant example
OR 

• in German, states whether Penny is likely to be successful and
provides a total of 4 examples from Stimulus 2 and 3 that support this
conclusion

1 

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 0 
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Extended response in German — Question 6 (21 marks) 
Information Mark Meaning Mark Language elements Mark Textual 

conventions 
Mark 

The response The response The response The response 

• addresses all of
 why camping is the best

possibility/way to celebrate 
 what to be aware of when camping

in the Australian bush 
 why it would be a good experience

• elaborates on all 3

6 • addresses all requirements of
the task

• conveys meaning relevant to
the task, allowing for few
errors

• proficiently communicates
through
 selection of ideas
 logical sequencing of ideas
 synthesis of ideas

5 • uses a wide range of
vocabulary purposefully

• uses a wide range of
grammar

• uses a range of tenses
• uses consistent register for

context

8 • applies all of
 informal

opening 
 informal

conclusion 

2 

• addresses all of
 why camping is the best

possibility/way to celebrate 
 what to be aware of when camping

in the Australian bush 
 why it would be a good experience

• elaborates on 2

5 • conveys meaning relevant to
the task, allowing for few
errors

• proficiently communicates
through
 selection of ideas
 logical sequencing of ideas
 synthesis of ideas

4 • uses a wide range of
vocabulary accurately

• uses a range of grammar
• uses a range of tenses,

allowing for infrequent
errors

• uses consistent register for
context

7 • applies 1 of
 informal

opening 
 informal

conclusion 

1 

• addresses 2 of
 why camping is the best

possibility/way to celebrate
 what to be aware of when camping

in the Australian bush
 why it would be a good experience

• elaborates on those 2

4 • conveys meaning relevant to
the task, allowing for some
errors

• clearly communicates through
 selection of ideas
 sequencing of ideas
 structuring

3 • uses a wide range of
vocabulary, allowing for
infrequent errors

• uses a range of grammar,
allowing for infrequent
errors

• uses a range of tenses,
allowing for infrequent
errors

• uses consistent register for

6 • doesn’t apply any
of the textual
conventions
above

OR 
• is in English.

0 
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Information Mark Meaning Mark Language elements Mark Textual 
conventions 

Mark 

The response The response The response The response 

context 

• addresses 2 of
 why camping is the best

possibility/way to celebrate 
 what to be aware of when camping

in the Australian bush 
 why it would be a good experience

• elaborates on 1 of those

3 • conveys some meaning
relevant to the task through
 selection of ideas
 sequencing
 structuring

2 • uses a range of
vocabulary, allowing for
some errors

• uses a range of grammar,
allowing for some errors

• attempts to use a range of
tenses

• mostly uses consistent
register

5 

• addresses 1 of
 why camping is the best

possibility/way to celebrate
 what to be aware of when camping

in the Australian bush
 why it would be a good experience

• elaborates on 1

2 • attempts to convey meaning
although errors may impede

1 • uses a range of vocabulary
and grammar, allowing for
errors

4 

• mentions words and/or phrases that
could be used in a relevant response

1 • is in English. 0 • uses repetitive vocabulary
and grammar

3 

• is in English. 0 • uses repetitive vocabulary
and grammar, allowing for
errors

2 

• uses isolated words and
phrases

1 

• is in English. 0 
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Combination response (50 marks)

Assessment objectives

This assessment instrument is used to determine student achievement in the following objectives:

1. comprehend German to understand information, ideas, opinions and experiences related to finishing secondary school, future plans and responsibilities 	

2. identify tone, purpose, context and audience to infer meaning, values and attitudes related to finishing secondary school, future plans and responsibilities

3. analyse and evaluate information and ideas to draw conclusions and justify opinions, ideas and perspectives related to finishing secondary school, future plans and responsibilities

4. apply knowledge of German language elements, structures and textual conventions to convey meaning appropriate to context, purpose, audience and cultural conventions related to finishing secondary school, future plans and responsibilities

5. structure, sequence and synthesise information to justify opinions, ideas and perspectives related to finishing school, future plans and responsibilities.

Note: Objective 6 is not assessed in this instrument.
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[bookmark: _Instrument-specific_criteria_and][bookmark: _Toc484080553]Introduction 

The Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority (QCAA) has developed mock external assessments for each General senior syllabus subject to support the introduction of external assessment in Queensland.

An external assessment marking guide (EAMG) has been created specifically for each mock external assessment. 

The mock external assessments and their marking guides were:

developed in close consultation with subject matter experts drawn from schools, subject associations and universities

aligned to the external assessment conditions and specifications in General senior syllabuses  

developed under secure conditions.

Purpose

This document consists of an EAMG and an annotated response.

The EAMG:

provides a tool for calibrating external assessment markers to ensure reliability of results

indicates the correlation, for each question, between mark allocation and qualities at each level of the mark range 

informs schools and students about how marks are matched to qualities in student responses.

The annotated response:

demonstrates the qualities of a high-level response 

has been annotated using the EAMG.

Mark allocation

[bookmark: _Toc491854653]Where a response does not meet any of the descriptors for a question or a criterion, a mark of ‘0’ will be recorded. 
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External assessment marking guide (EAMG)

Short response in German (15 marks)

		Question

		The response

		Mark 

		The response

		Mark 



		1

		identifies the topic of discussion 

provides 1 example that supports this conclusion

		2

		conveys meaning relevant to the question and allowing for few errors

		4



		

		identifies the topic of discussion 

OR

provides 1 example

OR

in English, identifies the topic of discussion and provides 1 example that supports this conclusion

		1

		conveys meaning relevant to the question and allowing for some errors

		3



		

		does not satisfy any descriptors above.

		0

		conveys meaning relevant to the question through the use of some words and isolated phrases

		2



		

		

		conveys fragmented meaning

		1



		

		

		does not satisfy any of the descriptors above.

OR

is in English.

		0



		Notes



		The conversation is

 ein Gespräch zwischen einer Tochter und ihrem Vater. Sie besprechen die Zukunftspläne der Tochter (This is a conversation between a daughter and her father, about the daughter’s future plans)

An example may include such information as

Die Tochter sagt zu ihrem Vater, dass sie mit ihm sprechen muss, weil sie jetzt weiß was sie im nächsten Jahr machen möchte (The daughter says to her father that she must speak with him as she now knows what she wants to do next year)

…



		2

		identifies the father’s perspective

compares this perspective to his daughter’s perspective

provides 3 examples that support this conclusion

		5

		conveys meaning relevant to the question and allowing for few errors

		4



		

		identifies the father’s perspective

compares this perspective to his daughter’s perspective

provides 2 examples that support this conclusion

		4

		conveys meaning relevant to the question and allowing for some errors

		3



		

		identifies the father’s perspective

compares this perspective to his daughter’s perspective

provides 1 example that supports this conclusion

		3

		conveys meaning relevant to the question through the use of some words and isolated phrases

		2



		

		identifies the father’s perspective

compares this perspective to his daughter’s perspective

OR

identifies the father’s perspective

provides 1 example that supports this conclusion

		2

		conveys fragmented meaning

		1



		

		identifies the father’s perspective

OR

provides 1 relevant example

OR

in English, identifies the father’s perspective, compares this perspective to his daughter’s perspective and provides 3 examples that support this conclusion

		1

		does not satisfy of the descriptors above

OR

is in English.

		0



		

		does not satisfy any of the descriptors above.

		0

		








		Notes



		Der Vater ist ziemlich skeptisch im Bezug auf was die Tochter in ihrem Auslandsjahr machen möchte (The father is sceptical about his daughter‘ plans)

Die Tochter sehr aufgeregt und scheint alles sorgfältig durch gedacht zu haben (The daughter is really excited and seems to have planned everything very carefully)

Examples may include such information as

erstens sagt der Vater, dass die Tochter nur 17 ist (Firstly, the father says that the daughter is only 17).

die Tochter antwortet, dass sie am Anfang des nächsten Jahres 18 sein wird (The daughter replies that she will be 18 at the start of next year).

Zweitens hat der Vater kein Geld, um für alles zu zahlen. (Secondly, the father has no money in order to pay for everything)

Die Tochter hat schon Geld für den Flug gespart (The daughter has already saved money for the flight)

…










Short response in English (14 marks)

		Question

		The response

		Mark 

		Notes



		3

		identifies an audience

provides 4 examples that support this conclusion

		5

		An audience may be

a young Australian school leaver who wants to better their German

other audience, not inconsistent with a reasonable understanding of the stimulus



Examples may include such information as

looking for young people to share in our passion

offering a German language course for foreigners who want to improve their German

must be English proficient

must have completed Year 12

…





		

		identifies an audience

provides 3 examples that support this conclusion

		4

		



		

		identifies an audience

provides 2 examples that support this conclusion

		3

		



		

		identifies an audience

provides 1 example that supports this conclusion

		2

		



		

		identifies an audience

OR

provides 1 relevant example

OR

in German, identifies an audience and provides 4 examples that support this conclusion

		1

		



		

		does not satisfy any of the descriptors above.

		0

		



		4

		states whether Penny showed initiative

provides 3 examples that support this conclusion

		4

		Examples to support the view that Penny showed initiative may include such information as

she chose Dance and Drama because she liked the personal challenge and creativity of those subjects

worked every Sunday in German bakery to improve her German by talking to customers

…



Examples to support the view that Penny did not show initiative may include such information as

she is having a gap year but doesn’t have a definite job

she is stuck in her ways (e.g. she says she doesn’t like working with others, and she didn’t do anything about this)

…



		

		states whether Penny showed initiative

provides 2 examples that support this conclusion

		3

		



		

		states whether Penny showed initiative

provides 1 example that supports this conclusion

		2

		



		

		 states whether Penny showed initiative

OR

provides 1 relevant example

OR

in German, states whether Penny showed initiative and provides 3 examples that support this conclusion

		1

		



		

		does not satisfy any of the descriptors above.

		0

		



		5

		states whether Penny is likely to be successful

provides a total of 4 examples from Stimulus 2 and 3 that support this conclusion

		5

		Examples that suggest Penny is unlikely to succeed may include such information as

In Stimulus 2, the job requires someone who

can work on weekends 

is a strong team player

has knowledge of the network

…

Stimulus 3

Penny cannot work weekends

she prefers to work alone 

…



Relevant examples that suggest Penny is likely to succeed may include such information as

In Stimulus 2, the job requires someone who

has English proficiency

has a Certificate of Year 12 Completion

…



Stimulus 3

she lives and studies in Brisbane so must be proficient at English

she has completed Year 12

…



		

		states whether Penny is likely to be successful

provides a total of 3 examples from Stimulus 2 and 3 that support this conclusion

		4

		



		

		states whether Penny is likely to be successful

provides 2 examples that support this conclusion

		3

		



		

		states whether Penny is likely to be successful

provides 1 example that supports this conclusion

		2

		



		

		states whether Penny is likely to be successful

OR

provides 1 relevant example

OR

in German, states whether Penny is likely to be successful and provides a total of 4 examples from Stimulus 2 and 3 that support this conclusion

		1

		



		

		does not satisfy any of the descriptors above.

		0

		










Extended response in German — Question 6 (21 marks)

		Information

		Mark 

		Meaning

		Mark 

		Language elements 

		Mark

		Textual conventions

		Mark



		The response

		The response

		The response

		The response



		addresses all of

why camping is the best possibility/way to celebrate

what to be aware of when camping in the Australian bush

why it would be a good experience

elaborates on all 3

		6

		addresses all requirements of the task 

conveys meaning relevant to the task, allowing for few errors

proficiently communicates through

selection of ideas

logical sequencing of ideas

synthesis of ideas

		5

		uses a wide range of vocabulary purposefully

uses a wide range of grammar 

uses a range of tenses

uses consistent register for context

		8

		applies all of 

informal opening 

informal conclusion

		2



		addresses all of

why camping is the best possibility/way to celebrate

what to be aware of when camping in the Australian bush

why it would be a good experience

elaborates on 2

		5

		conveys meaning relevant to the task, allowing for few errors

proficiently communicates through

selection of ideas

logical sequencing of ideas

synthesis of ideas

		4

		uses a wide range of vocabulary accurately 

uses a range of grammar

uses a range of tenses, allowing for infrequent errors

uses consistent register for context

		7

		applies 1 of

informal opening 

informal conclusion

		1



		addresses 2 of

why camping is the best possibility/way to celebrate

what to be aware of when camping in the Australian bush

why it would be a good experience

elaborates on those 2

		4

		conveys meaning relevant to the task, allowing for some errors 

clearly communicates through

selection of ideas

sequencing of ideas

structuring  

		3

		uses a wide range of vocabulary, allowing for infrequent errors

uses a range of grammar, allowing for infrequent errors

uses a range of tenses, allowing for infrequent errors

uses consistent register for context

		6

		doesn’t apply any of the textual conventions above

OR

is in English.

		0



		addresses 2 of

why camping is the best possibility/way to celebrate

what to be aware of when camping in the Australian bush

why it would be a good experience

elaborates on 1 of those

		3

		conveys some meaning relevant to the task through

selection of ideas

sequencing 

structuring

		2

		uses a range of vocabulary, allowing for some errors

uses a range of grammar, allowing for some errors

attempts to use a range of tenses

mostly uses consistent register 

		5

		



		addresses 1 of

why camping is the best possibility/way to celebrate

what to be aware of when camping in the Australian bush

why it would be a good experience

elaborates on 1

		2

		attempts to convey meaning although errors may impede

		1

		uses a range of vocabulary and grammar, allowing for errors

		4

		



		mentions words and/or phrases that could be used in a relevant response

		1

		is in English.

		0

		uses repetitive vocabulary and grammar 

		3

		



		is in English.

		0

		

		uses repetitive vocabulary and grammar, allowing for errors

		2

		



		

		

		

		uses isolated words and phrases

		1

		



		

		

		

		

		is in English.

		0
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Sample response: Analysing German texts in English and German

		

The response

identifies the topic of discussion. 



The response provides 1 example that supports this conclusion.





The response identifies the father’s perspective.



The response compares the perspective to his daughter’s perspective.

















The response

identifies an audience.























The response

provides 3 examples that support this conclusion.



















The response

states whether Penny is likely to be successful. 

		Question 1 (6 marks)

Ist ein Gespräch zwischen einer Tochter und ihrem Vater. Sie besprechen die Zukunftspläne der Tochter. Die Tochter sagt zu ihrem Vater, dass sie mit ihm sprechen muss, weil sie jetzt weiß was sie im nächsten Jahr machen möchte.







Question 2 (9 marks)

Der Vater ist ziemlich skeptisch im Bezug auf was die Tochter in ihrem Auslandsjahr machen möchte. Die Tochter ist sehr aufgeregt und scheint alles sorgfältig durch gedacht zu haben. 

Erstens sagt der Vater, dass die Tochter nur 17 ist. Die Tochter antwortet, dass sie am Anfang des nächsten Jahres 18 sein wird und zeigt dem Vater Webseiten die, Englisch Assistentin Lehrerin Stellen anbieten. Zweitens hat der Vater kein Geld, um für alles zu zahlen. Die Tochter hat schon Geld für den Flug gespart und die Schule zahlt für Unterkunft. Durch die Stelle wird die Tochter auch ein Gehalt verdienen.



Question 3 (5 marks)

Stimulus 2 would suit a young Australian school leaver who wants to better their German. The advertiser is looking for someone who shares their passion, is proficient in English and has completed year 12, three things that a graduating language student should have. The job offers intensive German language courses and many extra-curricular activities, which appeal to recent school graduates. 



Question 4 (4 marks)

There is substantial evidence throughout Stimulus 3 to illustrate that Penny showed initiative while she was a student, as she shown as she was proactive and future focused. For example, Penny chose Dance and Drama because she liked the personal challenge and creativity of those subjects. She also tutored younger students to save money for her future as well as having had a part time job since year 10. This part time work was at a German bakery every Sunday. 





Question 5 (5 marks)

I think it is unlikely that Penny would be successful with respect to Stimulus 2 as she does not meet many of the requirements needed for the position. Penny mentions that while she is living in Berlin she will live with her step-sister and have the responsibility of babysitting her children on the weekend as well as dropping off them at school at 9am and picking them up at 3pm. Therefore, she will be unable to work on weekends and start early on weekdays. Penny also mentions that while she is able to work in a team, she prefers to work on her own and does not have any networking knowledge.  The advertisement states that the applicant must be a strong team player and have network knowledge.

		

The response conveys meaning relevant to the question and allowing for few errors. 









The response conveys meaning relevant to the task. 

The response provides 3 examples that support this conclusion.









The response provides 4 examples that support this conclusion.















The response states whether Penny showed initiative. 























The response provides a total of 4 examples from Stimulus 2 and 3 that support this conclusion.





Sample response: Creating German texts 

		

The response applies textual conventions: informal opening.





The response addresses all the three points of the task. 



The response elaborates on all three.

















The response applies textual conventions: informal conclusion.

		Question 6 (21 marks)

Hallo du!

[bookmark: _GoBack]Ich habe eine tolle Idee für, wenn du hier bei mir im Dezember bist. Du weißt, dass ich am Ende November in diesem Jahr mit der Schule fertig sein werde? Wir haben etwas hier in Australien was Schoolies heißt. Das ist die Woche, nachdem alle hier in Queensland in der 12. Klasse mit der Schule fertig sind und eine Woche irgendwo ohne Eltern hinfahren. Die meisten Schüler von Brisbane fahren zur Gold Küste. Es gibt eigentlich nicht viel dort zu tun. Man kann am Strand schwimmen und den ganzen Abend tanzen. Für mich macht das keinen Spaß. Einige meiner Freunde und ich wollen nach Stradbroke Island fahren. Wir nennen es Straddie! Das ist eine Insel, wo man so viel Abenteuer erleben kann. Wir werden erstmals mit der Fähre als Fußpassagiere fahren. Es dauert 45 Minuten! Es gibt so viel zu tun wie Schnorcheln, Fischen, Schwimmen, Tauchen und Sand Tobogganing. Das ist wie rodeln nur im Sand. Es macht total viel Spaß! Am allerliebsten schnorchele ich. Die wunderschönen Fische, Meeresschildkröten und Delfine sind einfach einzigartig. Natürlich werden wir campen. Camping macht auch viel Spaß, aber man muss auf die Spinnen, Schlangen und Dingos aufpassen. Die können alle sehr gefährlich sein und sogar tödlich sein. Abends muss man immer den Zelt zu machen und bloß nicht die Dingo etwas zum Fressen geben! Man kann eine Geldstrafe dafür bekommen. Dieses ist wirklich ein einmaliges Erlebnis. Hoffentlich kommst du mit, um unser Schulabschluss zu feiern. 

		







The response conveys meaning relevant to the task, allowing for few errors. 

The response uses a wide range of vocabulary purposefully, a wide range of grammar, a range of tenses and consistent register for context.
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