French Extension subject report

2022 cohort
February 2023



https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/copyright

ISBN
Electronic version: 978-1-74378-224-8

@@ © State of Queensland (QCAA) 2023

Licence: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0 | Copyright notice: www.qcaa.qgld.edu.au/copyright —
lists the full terms and conditions, which specify certain exceptions to the licence. |
Attribution (include the link): © State of Queensland (QCAA) 2023 www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/copyright.

Other copyright material in this publication is listed below.

1.  With the exception of any third-party material contained within a student response, student responses in this
report are licensed under the CC BY 4.0 licence .

Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority
PO Box 307 Spring Hill QLD 4004 Australia

Phone: (07) 3864 0299
Email:  office@qcaa.qld.edu.au
Website: www.qcaa.qld.edu.au


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/copyright
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/copyright
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/copyright
mailto:office@qcaa.qld.edu.au
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/copyright

Contents

Introduction 1

L0 Lo 1= g ToT=TR= T Lo [ U= T 1
REPOIrt Preparation..............iiiii i a e aaaan 1

| Subject data summary 2
SUDJECE COMPIETION.....eiiiiiii e e e e e e e 2
Units 3 and 4 internal assessment (IA) reSUItS .............ooeiiiiiiii i 2
External assessment (EA) MarkS ........coi oo i 2
Final SUDJECE FESUILS ..o e e e e e e eeees 2
€= To Lo oo 10 g o F= Ty T R SPSRST 2
Distribution of StaNdards...........c.ooiiiiiiiie e e 2

| Internal assessment 3
ENAOISEMENT ... ... e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e aaanes 3

LO70] 0111y 0.0 =1 (o] o TSRS 3
Internal assessment 1 (I1A1) 4
Examination — combination response (20%).........cooeeeiiiiiiiiii i 4
ASSESSMENT AESIGN .oeeeiiiie it e e e e s e e e e e e e s e s e e e e e e e e e e nnneeees 4
ASSESSMENT AECISIONS ... .t e e e e e e e e e eeees 5

| Internal assessment 2 (1A2) 8
Examination — extended response (25%) .....ccooveeeeeiiiiii i 8
ASSESSMENT AESIGN .oeeeieiie et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e s nnree e e e e e e e e e e e nnnneeeees 8
ASSESSMENT AECISIONS .....eiiiiiiii e 9

| Internal assessment 3 (I1A3) 11
Project — investigative folio (3090). ... . uuurrriiiieeaiiiee et 11
ASSESSMENT AESIGN ...ttt e s e e e e e e 11
ASSESSMENT AECISIONS ... e e e e e e e e eeeeas 12

| External assessment 15
EXamination (25%0).....ccooe it 15
ASSESSMENT AESIGN .oeiei et e e e e e e e e e s e s e e e e e e e e e nnnneeees 15

ASSESSMENT AECISIONS ...ttt et e e et e e et e e e eeb e e e s e et s eerebaeeseannseerees 16



Introduction

Throughout 2022, schools and the QCAA worked together to further consolidate the new
Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE) system. The familiar challenges of flood disruption
and pandemic restrictions were managed, and the system continued to mature regardless.

We have now accumulated three years of assessment information, and our growing experience of
the new system is helping us to deliver more authentic learning experiences for students. An
independent evaluation will commence in 2023 so that we can better understand how well the
system is achieving its goals and, as required, make strategic improvements. The subject reports
are a good example of what is available for the evaluators to use in their research.

This report analyses the summative assessment cycle for the past year — from endorsing internal
assessment instruments to confirming internal assessment marks, and marking external
assessment. It also gives readers information about:

e how schools have applied syllabus objectives in the design and marking of internal assessments
¢ how syllabus objectives have been applied in the marking of external assessments

e patterns of student achievement.

The report promotes continuous improvement by:

¢ identifying effective practices in the design and marking of valid, accessible and
reliable assessments

e recommending where and how to enhance the design and marking of valid, accessible and
reliable assessment instruments

¢ providing examples, including those that demonstrate best practice.

Schools are encouraged to reflect on the effective practices identified for each assessment,
consider the recommendations to strengthen assessment design and explore the authentic student
work samples provided.

Audience and use

This report should be read by school leaders, subject leaders and teachers to:

inform teaching and learning and assessment preparation

assist in assessment design practice

assist in making assessment decisions

help prepare students for external assessment.

The report is publicly available to promote transparency and accountability. Students, parents,
community members and other education stakeholders can use it to learn about the assessment
practices and outcomes for General subjects (including alternative sequences (AS) and Senior
External Examination (SEE) subjects, where relevant) and General (Extension) subjects.

Report preparation

The report includes analyses of data and other information from endorsement, confirmation and
external assessment processes. It also includes advice from the chief confirmer, chief endorser and
chief marker, developed in consultation with and support from QCAA subject matter experts.
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Subject data summary

Subject completion

The following data includes students who completed the General subject or AS.

Note: All data is correct as at 31 January 2023. Where percentages are provided, these are
rounded to two decimal places and, therefore, may not add up to 100%.

Number of schools that offered the subject: 5.

Completion of units Units 3 and 4
Number of students 34
completed

Units 3 and 4 internal assessment (lA) results

| There were insufficient student enrolments in this subject to provide useful analytics.

External assessment (EA) marks

| There were insufficient student enrolments in this subject to provide useful analytics.

Final subject results

| There were insufficient student enrolments in this subject to provide useful analytics. |

Grade boundaries

The grade boundaries are determined using a process to compare results on a numeric scale to
the reporting standards.

Standard A B C D E
Marks 100-82 81-65 64-46 45-17 16-0
achieved

Distribution of standards

| There were insufficient student enrolments in this subject to provide useful analytics.
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Internal assessment

The following information and advice relate to the assessment design and assessment decisions
for each IA in Units 3 and 4. These instruments have undergone quality assurance processes
informed by the attributes of quality assessment (validity, accessibility and reliability).

Endorsement

Endorsement is the quality assurance process based on the attributes of validity and accessibility.
These attributes are categorised further as priorities for assessment, and each priority can be
further broken down into assessment practices.

Data presented in the Assessment design section identifies the reasons why IA instruments were
not endorsed at Application 1, by the priority for assessments. An IA may have been identified
more than once for a priority for assessment, e.g. it may have demonstrated a misalignment to
both the subject matter and the assessment objective/s.

Refer to QCE and QCIA policy and procedures handbook v4.0, Section 9.5.

Percentage of instruments endorsed in Application 1

Number of instruments submitted 1A1 1A2 1A3
Total number of instruments 5 5 5
Percentage endorsed in Application 1 60% 80% 20%

Confirmation

Confirmation is the quality assurance process based on the attribute of reliability. The QCAA uses
provisional criterion marks determined by teachers to identify the samples of student responses
that schools are required to submit for confirmation.

Confirmation samples are representative of the school’s decisions about the quality of student
work in relation to the instrument-specific marking guide (ISMG), and are used to make decisions
about the cohort’s results.

Refer to QCE and QCIA policy and procedures handbook v4.0, Section 9.6.

The following table includes the percentage agreement between the provisional marks and
confirmed marks by assessment instrument. The Assessment decisions section of this report for
each assessment instrument identifies the agreement trends between provisional and confirmed
marks by criterion.

Number of samples reviewed and percentage agreement

1A Number of schools Number of Number of Percentage
samples requested additional samples agreement with
requested provisional marks

1 5 22 0 100%

2 5 22 0 100%

3 5 22 0 100%
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Examination — combination response (20%)

The examination assesses the application of a range of cognitions to multiple provided items —
questions related to unseen audio, audiovisual or visual French stimulus texts.

Student responses must be completed individually, under supervised conditions, and in a
set timeframe.

The examination relates to one area of study, chosen by the school, that has been covered
in Unit 3.

Schools may deliver this instrument over consecutive sessions but must ensure that the integrity
of the examination is not compromised. Examination specifications describe the relationship of
the components to each other. Both components should be completed within five school days.

Assessment design

Validity

Validity in assessment design considers the extent to which an assessment item accurately
measures what it is intended to measure and that the evidence of student learning collected from
an assessment can be legitimately used for the purpose specified in the syllabus.

Reasons for non-endorsement by priority of assessment

Validity priority Number of times priority was identified in decisions*
Alignment 1
Authentication 0
Authenticity 0
Item construction 1
Scope and scale 1

*Each priority might contain up to four assessment practices.

Total number of submissions: 5.

Effective practices
Validity priorities were effectively demonstrated in assessment instruments that:

¢ aligned questions closely with the cognitions specified in the ISMG cueing students to
demonstrate thorough comprehension of language elements, structures and/or
textual conventions

¢ asked students specifically to analyse how a text's meaning, attitudes, perspectives and/or
values influenced its audience

¢ included questions requiring conclusions and justification when analysing and evaluating.
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Practices to strengthen

It is recommended that assessment instruments:

¢ align closely with the subject matter of the unit

e require students to analyse the texts in question, rather than drawing on external knowledge to
achieve analysis.

Accessibility

Accessibility in assessment design ensures that no student or group of students is disadvantaged
in their capacity to access an assessment.

Reasons for non-endorsement by priority of assessment

Accessibility priority Number of times priority was identified in decisions*
Bias avoidance 0
Language 0
Layout 0
Transparency 0

*Each priority might contain up to four assessment practices.

Total number of submissions: 5.

Effective practices
Accessibility priorities were effectively demonstrated in assessment instruments that:
e proofread tasks to model accurate spelling, grammar, punctuation and other textual features

e used bold, italics and other formatting features only where relevant.

Practices to strengthen

| There were no significant issues identified for improvement.

Assessment decisions

Reliability

Reliability is a judgment about the measurements of assessment. It refers to the extent to which
the results of assessments are consistent, replicable and free from error.
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Internal assessment 1 (1A1)

Agreement trends between provisional and confirmed marks

Criterion Criterion name Percentage Percentage Percentage Percentage
number agreement with less than greater than both less
provisional provisional provisional and greater
than
provisional
1 Analysing French 100% 0% 0% 0%
texts
1 Creating French 100% 0% 0% 0%
texts

Effective practices
Accuracy and consistency of the application of the ISMG for this IA was most effective when:

e student responses articulated how audiences were influenced by meaning, attitudes,
perspectives, and/or values in the stimulus texts

¢ student responses in French showed analytical technique and were justified using a range of
language elements.
Samples of effective practices

The following excerpt illustrates discerning analysis and evaluation of relevant information and
ideas in French texts to draw well-constructed and valid conclusions with well-substantiated
justification and thorough comprehension of language elements, structures and/or textual
conventions to identify gist and extensive details in the stimulus text.

Note: The characteristics identified may not be the only time the characteristics have occurred
throughout a response.

Excerpt 1
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The following excerpt illustrates discerning analysis and evaluation of relevant information and
ideas in French texts to draw well-constructed and valid conclusions in English with
well-substantiated justification and thorough comprehension of language elements, structures
and/or textual conventions to identify gist and extensive details in the stimulus text.

Note: The characteristics identified may not be the only time the characteristics have occurred
throughout a response.

Excerpt 2

In Stimulus 2, the speaker presents a very posfti;ﬁé tone when discussing the production. They use
words and phrases such as “elegant costumes™; “thoughtful use of space” and “very funny” to
indicate this perspective. These adjectives clearly show the speaker's enjoyment of the play.~

Furthermore, they discuss the character of Argan, played by the director, by juxtaposing his traits in -

the lines, “he suffers,’is ridiculed and lets himself be fooled, but he is worried/caring and pathetic
also’ By describing Argan in this way, the speaker implies that the character has a great depth and
was thus a great success of Auteuil. .

Practices to strengthen

Internal assessment 1 (1A1)

| There were no significant issues identified for improvement.

Additional advice

Schools should ensure that students are equipped to demonstrate evidence within150 words
for responses in French and, for the Creating texts component, within the specified 5 minutes.

School assessment policy should be implemented when managing response length concerns
and clearly annotated on the student response and/or ISMG.
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Internal assessment 2 (I1A2)

Examination — extended response (25%)

This assessment focuses on the analysis and evaluation of ideas and information. It is a stimulus
response to a particular task or question, for an area of study not examined in the summative
internal instrument 1 (IA1). While students may undertake some research in the writing of the
extended response, it is not the focus of this technique. Students may use class time to engage
with the stimulus provided by the teacher.

The response will be conducted under supervised conditions to ensure authenticity.
Assessment design

Validity

Validity in assessment design considers the extent to which an assessment item accurately
measures what it is intended to measure and that the evidence of student learning collected from
an assessment can be legitimately used for the purpose specified in the syllabus.

Reasons for non-endorsement by priority of assessment

Validity priority Number of times priority was identified in decisions*
Alignment 1
Authentication 0
Authenticity 0
Item construction 1
Scope and scale 0

*Each priority might contain up to four assessment practices.

Total number of submissions: 5.

Effective practices
Validity priorities were effectively demonstrated in assessment instruments that:

¢ included stimulus texts offering points of view and arguments for analysis (Analysing
French texts)

¢ included stimulus texts that allowed for the development of ideas (Creating French texts)

o offered stimulus texts that facilitated the opportunity for students to demonstrate their use of
analytical essay language elements, structures and/or textual conventions

o offered a task question and stimulus texts that allowed students to respond personally,
critically and/or creatively.

Practices to strengthen

It is recommended that assessment instruments:

¢ include stimulus texts that meet the word count specified in the syllabus.
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Internal assessment 2 (IA2)

Accessibility

Accessibility in assessment design ensures that no student or group of students is disadvantaged
in their capacity to access an assessment.

Reasons for non-endorsement by priority of assessment

Accessibility priority Number of times priority was identified in decisions*
Bias avoidance 0
Language 0
Layout 0
Transparency 0

*Each priority might contain up to four assessment practices.

Total number of submissions: 5.

Effective practices
Accessibility priorities were effectively demonstrated in assessment instruments that:
¢ contained no bias or inappropriate content

e contained no inappropriate language use, while avoiding unnecessary jargon, specialist
language or colloquial language.

Practices to strengthen

| There were no significant issues identified for improvement.

Assessment decisions

Reliability

Reliability is a judgment about the measurements of assessment. It refers to the extent to which
the results of assessments are consistent, replicable and free from error.

Agreement trends between provisional and confirmed marks

Criterion Criterion name Percentage Percentage Percentage Percentage
number agreement with less than greater than both less
provisional provisional provisional and greater
than
provisional
2 Analysing 100% 0% 0% 0%

French texts

2 Creating 100% 0% 0% 0%
French texts
Effective practices
Accuracy and consistency of the application of the ISMG for this IA was most effective when:
¢ students analysed texts and identified a common theme

¢ students structured their analysis clearly and logically, with justification of their points of view
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Internal assessment 2 (IA2)

¢ the elements of tone, purpose, context and audience were clearly identified and supported
the analysis.

Samples of effective practices

The following excerpt illustrates discerning analysis and evaluation with well-constructed
conclusions and substantiated justification of points of view and arguments, discerning
application of language elements, structures and/or textual conventions to create meaning in
proficient and complex French texts, and discerning integration of purpose and audience.

Note: The characteristics identified may not be the only time the characteristics have occurred
throughout a response.

Excerpt 1
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Practices to strengthen

There were no significant issues identified for improvement.

Additional advice

e Students should be encouraged to select a different text-type from the stimulus selected by
the teacher.

¢ When matching responses to the ISMG, teachers should clearly indicate and annotate how
responses exceeding syllabus specifications have been managed in accordance with the
school’s assessment policy.

Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority
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Internal assessment 3 (I1A3)

Project — investigative folio (30%)

Internal assessment 3 focuses on a student-led investigation that requires the application of
cognitive, technical and creative skills and theoretical understandings in relation to an area of
interest not studied in Unit 3. IA3 requires students to analyse and create French texts, and
assesses Objectives 1-6. Part 1 is an 8—10-minute multimodal presentation, or equivalent digital
media production, in French, on a personal focus and/or topic of interest. The presentation requires
an analysis and evaluation of a collection of student-selected authentic French texts not previously
studied in French or French Extension and covering a range of text types. Part 2 is a 10—12-minute
individual spontaneous student-centred conversation about the presentation from Part 1.

Assessment design

Validity

Validity in assessment design considers the extent to which an assessment item accurately
measures what it is intended to measure and that the evidence of student learning collected from
an assessment can be legitimately used for the purpose specified in the syllabus.

Reasons for non-endorsement by priority of assessment

Validity priority Number of times priority was identified in decisions*
Alignment 4
Authentication 4
Authenticity 0
Item construction 0
Scope and scale 0

*Each priority might contain up to four assessment practices.

Total number of submissions: 5.

Effective practices

Validity priorities were effectively demonstrated in assessment instruments that:

¢ were constructed to allow students to demonstrate complex thought processes and to
formulate independent conclusions.

Practices to strengthen

It is recommended that assessment instruments:

¢ include details of Part 2 within the assessment instructions for clear alignment with the
syllabus specifications

¢ stipulate that students can submit only one draft for teacher feedback to ensure authentication.
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Internal assessment 2 (IA2)

Accessibility

Accessibility in assessment design ensures that no student or group of students is disadvantaged
in their capacity to access an assessment.

Reasons for non-endorsement by priority of assessment

Accessibility priority Number of times priority was identified in decisions*
Bias avoidance 0
Language 0
Layout 0
Transparency 0

*Each priority might contain up to four assessment practices.

Total number of submissions: 5.

Effective practices
Accessibility priorities were effectively demonstrated in assessment instruments that:
¢ contained no bias or inappropriate content

e contained no inappropriate language use, while avoiding unnecessary jargon, specialist
language or colloquial language

e proofread tasks to model accurate spelling, grammar, punctuation and other textual features

e used bold, italics and other formatting features only where relevant.

Practices to strengthen

| There were no significant issues identified for improvement.

Assessment decisions

Reliability

Reliability is a judgment about the measurements of assessment. It refers to the extent to which
the results of assessments are consistent, replicable and free from error.

Agreement trends between provisional and confirmed marks

Criterion Criterion name Percentage Percentage Percentage Percentage
number agreement with less than greater than both less
provisional provisional provisional and greater
than
provisional
3 Analysing French 100% 0% 0% 0%
texts
3 Creating French 100% 0% 0% 0%
texts
French Extension subject report Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority
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Internal assessment 2 (IA2)

Effective practices
Accuracy and consistency of the application of the ISMG for this IA was most effective when:
¢ students provided the script of their multimodal presentation

¢ responses analysed and evaluated the relevant information in the stimulus to draw
substantiated conclusions based on further investigation

¢ student responses in the spoken conversation synthesised relevant information in a
spontaneous yet cohesive and coherent manner to create meaning in French.
Samples of effective practices

The following excerpt illustrates evidence of a match to all three characteristics of the highest
performance level for the Analysing French texts criterion.

Note: The characteristics identified may not be the only time the characteristics have occurred
throughout a response.

Excerpt 1

FRANCIS CABREL -

LA CORRIDA

9 N}
/’//

Redacted

image

Video content: (1 min, 22 secs) https://youtu.be/xrQZj_aWQik

The following excerpt illustrates evidence of a match to all three characteristics of the highest
performance level for the Creating French texts criterion.

Note: The characteristics identified may not be the only time the characteristics have occurred
throughout a response.

Excerpt 2

P 000/045 e—————

Video content: (45 secs) https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior-
gce/languages/snr_french_22_subj_rpt_ia3.mp3
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Internal assessment 2 (IA2)

Additional advice

¢ When matching responses to the ISMG, clearly indicate and annotate how responses
exceeding syllabus specifications have been managed in accordance with the school's
assessment policy.

e Ensure that the correct and appropriate number of files are uploaded for each student.

e Students are encouraged to convert their PowerPoint to MP4 or an alternate accepted video
format so that they can easily verify that the response is within the specified time limit before
submitting it. This also allows teachers to easily check timings when marking, and facilitates
access for confirmation.
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External assessment 8=

External assessment (EA) is developed and marked by the QCAA. The external assessment for a
subject is common to all schools and administered under the same conditions, at the same time,
on the same day.

Examination (25%)

Assessment design

The summative external examination is an extended response using stimulus from a range of
different text types and on topics from the areas of study. Students were asked to select one
stimulus from the choice of provided materials. They responded in the form of an analytical
essay, by providing perspectives on the ideas in the stimulus material and relating them to the
topics studied in Units 3 and 4.

The assessment instrument was designed using the specifications, conditions and assessment
objectives described in the summative external assessment section of the syllabus. The
examination consisted of one paper.

The assessment required students to write an extended response to one of three stimulus
materials related to each area of study identified in Unit 3. Students were asked to discuss how a
selected stimulus related to their own focus/topic from Unit 4: Independent investigation. The
question was derived from the context of Unit 4: Independent investigation.

The stimulus material was three written texts. They were designed to elicit an extended response
which analysed one of the texts and also related to the student’s own investigative response.

Criterion: Analysing French texts

This criterion requires students to:

e analyse and evaluate ideas in French texts

e draw conclusions and justify their points of view.

Criterion: Creating French texts

This criterion requires students to:

e provide a personal, critical and/or creative response to stimulus

e adhere to the conventions of the text types.

Conditions

e Time: 2 hours plus 20 minutes planning time.

e Length: an extended response of 500—-700 words.
- Other: French dictionaries are not allowed.

- Notes are not allowed.

French Extension subject report Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority
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External assessment

Assessment decisions

Assessment decisions are made by markers by matching student responses to the external
assessment marking guide (EAMG). The external assessment papers and the EAMG are
published in the year after they are administered.

Effective practices

Overall, students responded well to:

¢ substantiate their evaluative judgment about attitudes and values in the chosen stimulus with
their own ideas

e use a consistent register and a wide range of vocabulary, grammar and tenses
e create generally fluent sentences to convey meaning in French.

The following excerpts have been selected to illustrate effective student responses in one or
more of the syllabus assessment objectives. The characteristics identified may not be the only
time the characteristics have occurred throughout a response.

Samples of effective practices
Extended response

Criteria: Analysing French texts; Creating French texts
Question 1 required students to:
¢ identify, analyse and evaluate a perspective in the chosen stimulus

¢ justify their conclusions using evidence and insights from the stimulus, their independent
investigation and/or their own ideas.

Effective student responses:
o stated a clear thesis in the opening paragraph of their essay

¢ identified both attitudes and values in the chosen stimulus and provided an analytical
interpretation, with examples, of how they influenced audiences

¢ developed a personal, critical or creative argument to support their thesis across the response.
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French Extension subject report

2022 cohort

Excerpt 1 has been included:

e to show thorough understanding of stimulus text attitudes and values supported with
selected references.

Excerpt 1
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External assessment

Excerpt 2 has been included:

e to demonstrate an authoritative interpretation of how stimulus text attitudes and values
influence audiences.

Excerpt 2
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External assessment

Excerpt 3 has been included:

¢ to show well-substantiated evaluative conclusions linking the chosen stimulus with the
student’s own ideas.

Excerpt 3
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Excerpt 4 has been included:

e to model a clear thesis at the beginning of the essay.

Excerpt 4
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External assessment

Excerpt 5 has been included:

e to exemplify the purposeful use of a wide range of cohesive devices.

Excerpt 5
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Excerpt 6 has been included:

e to showcase the creation of fluent sentences to convey meaning.

Excerpt 6
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External assessment

Excerpt 7 has been included:

¢ toillustrate the application of a wide range of vocabulary, grammar and tenses with few errors.

Excerpt 7
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External assessment

Excerpt 8 has been included:

¢ to demonstrate the textual convention of a conclusion.

Excerpt 8
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Practices to strengthen

It is recommended that when preparing students for external assessment, teachers consider:

encouraging students to develop and substantiate clear thesis statements
e supporting students in the naming of both relevant attitudes and relevant ideas

e supporting students in demonstrating their understanding with seamlessly blended stimulus
text references that are short or paraphrased (as opposed to lengthy quotations)

e providing students with opportunities to develop time-sensitive editing skills to showcase a
wide range of vocabulary, grammar and tenses purposefully and accurately

e encouraging students to apply the textual conventions of an analytical essay structure to
include a defined introduction and conclusion and at least two body paragraphs with
paragraph breaks.
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