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Language elements

This document provides the language elements for Chinese. A working knowledge of these
elements supports students in their development of learning the subject matter.

Learning experiences across the four units will provide the opportunity for students to acquire
communicative language capacity using these language elements. Students will then be required
to demonstrate their capacity to use these language elements.

If students have studied the Australian Curriculum for Chinese in Years 7—10 they would have
been exposed to these elements through the learning area’s essential knowledge, understanding
and skills.

In the language elements table below, examples of sentences or phrases are given to highlight
grammatical usage, rather than to indicate particular vocabulary. This list is not exhaustive, and
by Unit 4, teachers will be adding additional complex language elements relevant to the subject
matter and their context and cohort. The ability to create and read text in a range of formats,
including EH=#& (Tian Zige) is mandatory subject matter.

Unit 1: &R — My world

Language elements

Nouns

Common nouns

e common nouns, e.g. ZJfi; EH4; FERA

e proper nouns, e.g. 222 A HiiA, HeEA
« reduplication of nouns, e.g. AN: &K

Pronouns

o reflexive pronouns, e.g. HE

e inclusive pronouns, e.g. MH1]

e demonstrative pronouns, e.g. iX; #; iXJL/XH; #IL/FE

Numerical expressions

Digits, units, and cardinal numbers
e unitary notations, e.g. H; T3 /i
e ordinal number, e.g. % . (adding the prefix % to cardinal numbers)

Enumeration

e eg _F R, A —tH4

Imprecise numbers, halves and multiples

e approximation, e.g. KA +£%; WEHNLL
e indeterminate excess, e.g. ~=t+%k; +JLA
e halves, e.g. F; HR¥; =1FH
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o multiples, e.g. —f%5; Pifi

Other numerical expressions
e numerical identifiers, e.g. I PU; +—FZ%
o form of address, e.g. Kaf; —4H; /Mk

Measure words

e with nouns, e.g. —FT2EK%, — R, —A$
e with verbs, e.g. FiIX/ili; & 1 DU

Time phrases

Point of time
e at the start of a sentence, e.g. FERE SN T JiFik L 3%
e the large unit always precedes the smaller one, e.g. /\H =H Lot i+

Duration
e a duration expression is placed after the verb as a complement, e.g. = T 4 (1)) F3z,

Other time expressions
e time adverbs such as & [, M, H#H, BE, 4T, etc,eg XA TREREIT LT,

Verbs

Modal verbs

e expressing possibility by £, e.g. A& H IS LA,

e express ability using 2=, fg, WL, e.g. RERERIT LLFENG ?

e expressing obligations using 147 (formal), 15 déi (colloquial), and 1%, e.g. A AHER AN . RN
%E¥ .

e expressing prohibition using AR, ARE, AVF, e.g. AREEUFIR.

Resultative verbs

e structure of resultative verbs ‘action verb + resultative suffix’ and is negated with &, e.g. iS5 58 T 1E kL
o WAKRE LA,

« suffixes that indicate result such as ¥, ., &, <, &%, e.qg. 3, &L

o suffixes that indicate conclusion such as 58, F, 1%, #, e.g.Z5%, i, S

Directional verbs
e structure of directional verbs ‘motion verb + directional suffix’, e.g. 4

o directional suffixes, e.g. &t 3=
Adjectives as attributives and predicatives

Quantifiers

o e.g. WWEHAE; T REAKM

Degree adverbs and complements
e negator, e.g. IR AN IF
e comparative degree, e.g. LW & S : TR
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e superlative degree, e.g. ftME; Bkl T

Attributives and predicatives
e functional capacity, e.g. tRFEIR%Z; 22 TR A F

Various inherent features of adjectives

« conditional adjectives, e.g. KW 7 H%#

e derivable adjectives, e.g. %% ; J¢H

e reduplicable adjectives, e.g. =i 1 BETA; S
e commendatory adjectives, e.g. A & JLE %

Comparison

o e.g. FILIRK—LL; fhlbRBBIRE T
Adverbs

General properties
e adverbs occur before the verb and any prepositional phrase, e.g. ®Z—E&*.

Logical function
o i, and iT%(H), e.g. k& [FIRIE .
¢ 17 occurs at the beginning of a sentence/clause and introduces additional information, e.g. b f) &g

WAL A, MR !
« 1 links two verb phrases to express sequence, e.g. T e 1 b it B3 .
o K, eg. MHMAHRA LT Tk,

Descriptive
e adverbial marker 1, e.qg. Z TR b o] 25 [ 1

Prepositions and prepositional phrases

Prepositions that also function as verbs

e suchas 78, %, 2, X, IR, e.g. ZIMAEANT L/,
Aspect

Perfective aspect

e verb + 1, e.9. RE T AL,

Durative aspect

e verb + %, e.g. i1 EIEE

Experiential aspect
e verb + i, e.g. HFiE iﬁl e AR 2 GUR A
e the negation of verb -if is ¥ (), e.g. Ik LA HE .,

Sentence types

Declarative sentences

e declarative sentences end with a modal particle such as fJ. T+ We. k. 27 . W, etc, e.g. KEZL
I ORI R ) TV T
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Constructions

» emphasis aspect(s) of an event or action, &++----HJ e.g. X L&A 7 MR LR

Cause and effect

o Kgeee L., 0.9 BONSGEARMT, PR AR L HD /(i 5 s -

Immediate consequence

o e, e.g. i TR AE 2B R R,

Introducing examples

o filtn/tbtn, e.g. MEMEMREFH, Blinkz. Bt hicdk.

Addition
o A fHeweren mA/...... ,e.g. MW RAMESTEMA/NT 2], 1 HIREE—2 )L,

Characters

The study of characters in Unit 1 requires an understanding of ideograph formation, attention to
stroke order and the concept of components/radicals. The Hanyt pinyin phonetic system should
not be used in student responses for internal assessment. It is essential for students to familiarise
themselves with the specified characters as part of the subject matter for this unit. The following
characters are essential subject matter for the summative external assessment in Unit 4.
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Unit 2: #{#&E % — Exploring our world

Language elements

Nouns

Pronouns
« indefinite pronouns, e.g. HEHAS/ s AT #S/tH; BRJLAS/
e enumerative pronouns, e.g. %%%; 41

o prefixes, e.g. %4
Time phrases

Frequency
« frequency expressions typically follow the verb, such as &, [, e.g. XA TS TIRZ K.

Verbs

Action verbs

e subject—predicate structures, e.g. IkIk7EFHINEE,

e topic—comment structures — expository, e.g. F1E AL JEH & A .

e transitive and intransitive, e.g. FJE 5 1 1.

dative verbs, e.g. ZIMFELE T B FIR.

information of one form or another, e.g. fh#IXIT T —K&JT.
causative verbs, e.g. XM E A AN HE M.

coverbs, e.g. fit FH FHL LT 17— 7K KHLE.

manner described and experience explained, e.g. +5f1 B jiE —#FHL.

Adverbs

¥£ with location expressions

¢ adverbial use of location expressions with #£ between the subject and the verb, e.g. & I7EK IR - 3A
e

Direction indicators
« simple direction indicators 3 and %, e.g. {1 —RAMRITET .

Disyllabic direction indicators

o syllabic direction indicators like >k and Z: are combined with movement verbs to create two-syllable
direction indicators, e.g. I &A1 L1 T2 T .

The destination indicator 2|
e as a location indicator, e.g. B HIFIH A FKIC T o

Complements

Complements of manner and consequential state
« ‘degree adverb + adjective or verb + degree complement’, e.g. fth #H L ASIFH T -

Particles
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Modal
o M (affirmation; approval; consent), e.g. 47 !

Sentence types

Exclamatory sentence
e eg. ! XEMRFHERE!

Constructions

Expressing degree
e H()A)l......, e.g. IXIEFHA 1 LH.

Cause and effect
o HFeeeee Hk...... ce.g. I TRELPEE Y, FHIRITEIEE2ETDEE.

o S reeennenns %S SO ,eg. RETW, MhEZHiT7T.

Alternations
o — o Jleeeeeeneeee—S )l ,e.g. AT— )L, —<JLERE.

Expressing distance
e Point A + & + Point B + degree adverb + iz/ilf /actual distance, e.g. T F & i ORI
e between two points of time, 4 is required, e.g. B I KIBH LA .

Expressing similarity and dissimilarity
o A+ /R + B+ (4 —FF + (adjective): e.g. xR £ [ Flth X 2 1) —F¢

Comparative structures
e structure with Lt - ‘A + kb + B + adjective’, e.g. It LRI EIBHARA .
e negation of tt - ‘A + % + B + adjective’, e.g. A E 77 A B IEFE

Expressing association
e Person A + R + Person B + —it2 + verb phrase, e.g. IR A —it2 4 iR .

Expressing inclusion
o HUfE, e.g. IXIIRAT IO SR LB LIS L I FIREER

Characters

The study of characters in Unit 2 requires an understanding of ideograph formation, attention to
stroke order and the concept of components/radicals. The Hanyt pinyin phonetic system should
not be used in student responses for internal assessment. It is essential for students to familiarise
themselves with the specified characters as part of the subject matter for this unit. Unit 1
characters and the following characters are essential subject matter for the summative external
assessment in Unit 4.
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Strokes ai

2 A

3 Kz IR X

4 AR AT FE T T X P

5 IF % 55 ARt v i B0 B OS2 En Al

6 BB AT IR AR I 77 = 1R R xR T U

7 SR NS V= IR S IV 5 3O P N |

8 2 A S ECTRORS S A AR R A 1A AR W AT R B b A

9 g% K A8 & MR ' Bt R % IR S A ROE B PR R K &

10 J& R M B I B R b 0 e RE E B Bk IR 3R

11 SR S TE M I TR BB R

12 R EE S REREHTE BB

13 B IR % M

14 18 o e T

15 i 1%
16 %
17 %

Unit 3: 414 & UL — Our society; culture and identity

Language elements

Numerical expressions

Fractions, percentages and decimals
e fractions, e.g. 5y 2z —

e percentages, e.g. B9 Z/\+,

e decimals, e.g. —t++t=H

Describing portions of a group

e the whole (£), e.g. &1k, £¥F, £k

e half (—3, 3#) ,eqg. —¥ A, FHEE

e less than half (/\%), e.g. /NFEFHE

e majority (K3¥. K&BH), e.g. KEB/HETE, AFE XK

Measure words
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Chinese

With nouns

e reduplication of measure words, e.g. —X X

Time phrase

Exclusive time reference

o FfeeeeeeFRL L , €.9. FRAE R M b FRoAT 422 1Ak
Adverbs

Adverbs with logical function

e 7 ‘only, only then’ indicates that something is less than expected, and it never follows negation, e.g. iX

AR 1P
e 3 ‘(once) again; in addition’, e.g. ¥R X HIKNE B T ?
e i ‘again’ and also indicating action takes place after another action, e.g. & & /X B IR A/R — o % 45 .
« #01 ‘on the other hand; nevertheless’, e.g. kA8 L FEREE, I HIE.,

Adjectives as attributives and predicatives

Quantifiers

e quantifiers, e.g. W2 %4; FrfaH@; RZR; AOAN

Degree adverbs and complement
« exclamatory degree, e.g. 4 /X250 FealAH: RN T

Prepositions and prepositional phrases

Basic functions of prepositions

e movement of the subject, using M, I, 4, #, Me--Fl......, e.g. \NEHWER K G ELE?

e transfer of something from one to another, using %, R, [, e.g. flERIEAL T —FH4R.

o the beneficiary of an action performed by another, using %45, #, e.g 15 /R [0 Z M AT .

e as part of the fixed expressions, such as X+ B/, e.g. AT AR R

e in formal expression, using Jy, H, T, HM, e.g. HEMWH TFHL, AT FLFERETET .

Attributes other than adjectives

Different forms of attributive

o verbs with 7, e.g. MW HEE, KSHMA

e clausal attributives with [, e.g. FEE4SMNIH T, WIS
postpositional phrases with [, e.g. ZMH %S

numerals and measure words, e.g. —B4ER A, JUREE
demonstratives and measure words, e.g. X4 a %, Atz L IR

o demonstratives without measure words, e.g. FSHfi%
e reduplicated measure words with or without #, e.g. —Et B [Hl1Z

o disyllabic expressions with Z qualifying a monosyllabic noun headword, e.g. —%& 2 F

Sequencing of attributives
e possession, e.g. WAMIBHFHL, BFEFIWELE T A
e location, e.g. HIM _EfH—L8 A
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time, e.g. ENAM—KES, WERP —LEL

e scope, e.g. X JLFEIth, FIETEHE

state or activity, e.g. — 2L LB ATIRI, — L85 B
characteristics, e.g. — ™R MAIA

Aspect

Durative aspect
e progressive markers — pre-verbal 7£ or IE1E, e.g. b fI1IE/ETTi8.

Sentence types

Interrogative sentences
e emphasise a view point, e.qg. MEI& /R A A 2 W Ath ) S £ 2

Conjunctions

Conjunctions that indicate an ‘additive’ or ‘and’ relationship
e 5 (is used in literary phrases), e.g. FoAI 1% o B (1546 5 [ SE#BIR A M40

Constructions

Conjunctions that indicate a disjunctive or relationship
e £/ (choose between two alternatives), e.g. R5& Kk AL L k2 ST 2
o 5 (both alternatives are possible), e.g. &R Ek#E B KH 1T

Inference
o QAR weeee ... , €.9. BEARAR XK ], 575 7 1A I 20 (1) i e !

o JAfgeetiii, e 9. R RKPIGER, A REDAFER !
o BpARee A e BRAFRMIUETITIGA7ER, PSR IR A RE KA.

o g ) —T5MH ,e.g. FAEITIES 1%, 5 H B R S R R
o XKUY, e g WHRY, KFBHREZE,

Supposition

o WIR/ B (HUAE), Bleeeee, €. WURAREXITIEERAONE, HORSINFRATHHE AR |

Exception
o [freeeeneennnns (LN, #B......, e.q. BR THRERCIAL, HAhRIERSSIZZhIRARDLE
Characters

The study of characters in Unit 3 requires an understanding of ideograph formation, attention to
stroke order and the concept of components/radicals. The Hanyt pinyin phonetic system should
not be used in student responses for internal assessment. It is essential for students to familiarise
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themselves with the specified characters as part of the subject matter for this unit. Unit 1 and
Unit 2 characters, and the following characters are essential subject matter for the summative
external assessment in Unit 4.

Strokes PF
2 X
3 3
4 BRI

5 BEBEXNHIERSNKRER

6 IR N2 o = T P A TR Y QA L O E Tl =y

7 EoR ST IS (W R 1 A0 | A B el B W AW

8 86 S B AL Uk R OB HF BB MR A 4E AR A SUTE B IR

9 AU G L RO = D R 4 A

10 SN FE I BR B ok g B IE R R

11 L BR 15 7 B 25 IR e

12 = R TR R T S

13 B AR M A RO 4E B

14 R
15 By
16 Mot
17 ),

Unit 4: RETFERI R K — My present; my future

Language elements

Nouns

Abbreviations
e e.g. BI£HF 7T can be abbreviated as “BHJf” ; IR as “HhfR”

Numerical expressions

Numerical unit
e eg. 14

Prepositions and prepositional phrases
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Basic functions of prepositions
o mark the agent in passive sentences, using #%, M, ik, e.g. FIAIFBERHRIBFTELT -

Verbs

Action verbs

describing attitudes

Action verbs direct

actions

Brief duration

Action verbs
Particles

Tone modifiers

Constructions

Alternatives

Preference

Immediate
relationship

Correction
Explanation

Expressing
anticipatory

Simultaneous
occurrence

Variation

Active voice &
construction

e hopes, desires, and fears, e.g. A HE. ..... Be...... Do TR ... ..

W BAHO. L 3 4 U

e importance, e.g. ... NERFIEE,; (F) RAES
e giving advice, e.g. ... 44 . ... R, FREUL ... ..

e use of H to indicate the action is self-centred, e.g. H3z. H¥. HI&. BHE
e use of H.H to indicate the action is reciprocal, e.g. HAH7 Bl

e repeat disyllabic verbs, e.g. T4 TREA At T 7 5 i -2

e common expressions: —4x)1,, and —F, e.g. AT — T & o A= 75 1 X AL
SR -

e completion and continuation, e.g. FlEX K, FATIELE LK.

« II! softening tone; tone of uncertainty; confirmation, e.g. /B K utsk 3TN !
e g tone modifier, e.g. FILLEE I ThRME !

o ARt .9, MY S RGUREF, RERANE 2 Al AT .
o T B, 9. HEIEME, REAES, BAMEzEs).

o TH[/ Tl g T B R[], BB K.
o Gl ML, g MRS HAERX AHOIME S, AIE LS I RIES).

I R ,e.g. —HAEISCR, SR A ISLH A C .

o AgdeeeeeiiiiE......, e.g. WARABBEE S, MREEMMFETHAN.

o ZPA-eee AL, 0.9, RZFTLARAIN AR, R BV EARAR A A
o BR/Beeeeee [ g, BV BAL T B RIETITAR T

o B3, e.g. BN BE A A2 SO R

o il i e /e L, 0.9 RATROZ LR RE, —IHEA
(3

o A/ AL HH/FL......, eq. HHFZERTAE, ARFZEHEE Y.

e ‘subject + ! + object + verb + complement’, e.g. A K =F KRB LT
T
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Passive voice #%
construction

e ‘recipient + #% (+ doer) + verb + complement’, e.g. T [ W55 5 #5 l T 7 5 4F
T

Addition o Ao dB/FEH.LLLL 6.9 MU TITEE, BT — I HHTAE.
Expressing o Mt /AL e.g. FIESINIRING B (1 ) HR A
emphatic

Progression

o BRI ..., e.g. fBRORIBR B WX JEHLTT T o
o e e.g. M DOE R UUBRIER], FOR—E BEIR I I T AR

Visual perception

o HilgRK o, eg. MXTHERRAEL.

Purpose o e, e.g. ML, NHRKAALLE R N ATRIREILF
o NT e, e AT SRR, AR G5 G 1

Orders and o Sgeee TE/RIG T e B, €9, IRBERR IR BT, TR R

succession

Universality o Foileoe B, 0.9, TWHRIFRLF, RAER K.
RAT (N 6.9, FURKHHSE A G A BB s, (REBRLZ .
o UBAF e et/ €.g. WML A, AT .

Condition o NZeeih ., .9 WEMRS IS, B ie% FEAERAE.

Characters

The study of characters in Unit 4 requires an understanding of ideograph formation, attention to
stroke order and the concept of components/radicals. The Hanyt pinyin phonetic system should
not be used in student responses for internal assessment. It is essential for students to familiarise
themselves with the specified characters as part of the subject matter for this unit. Unit 1, Unit 2,
and Unit 3 characters and the following characters are essential subject matter for the summative

external assessment in Unit 4.

Strokes WF
3 + ¥
4 %

5 WK B R B 7 22 AL AY

6 15 16 4+ G B R i 42

7 iE 3F M 2 6 B3 R TR A KK

8 S bR BB B A B R AN M B O B S W

9 K G 22 5F B A B 95 R gt M 4% B

10 WO AR RE Sl IR R R K A8 B R R A B
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11

12

13

14

15

16

RS WE G5 IR G B
BP0 A BE I 9
e B R UE 2% B %

B e %

1 =

e H
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