Language elements

Vietnamese Senior External Examination (SEE)

This document provides the language elements for Viethamese SEE. A working knowledge of
these elements supports students in developing their understanding of the subject matter.

Learning experiences across the course of study, ideally building on students’ prior exposure to
the Australian Curriculum for Viethamese in Prep—Year 10, provide opportunities for students to
build communicative competence using these language elements. Students are then required to
demonstrate their ability to use these language elements effectively.

The following table includes examples to highlight grammatical usage rather than to specify
particular vocabulary. This list is not exhaustive. By Unit 4, teachers may introduce additional,
more complex language elements relevant to the subject matter and their context and cohort.
The ability to create and read text in a range of formats is mandatory subject matter.

Unit 1: Thé gi&i caa téi — My world

Language elements

Nouns

Common nouns
e.g. gia dinh; ban bé; trvong hoc; I&p hoc; mén hoc; sé thich; cong df‘)ng

Proper nouns
e.g. Viét Nam, Uc, Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh, Brisbane

Compound nouns
e.g. gido vién chd nhiém; hoc sinh quéc té; ban cung Iép; gid gidi lao; hoat ddng ngoai khéa

Pronouns

e personal pronouns: e.g. t6i; ban; anh; chi; em; ho
e inclusive forms: e.g. ching ta

o demonstrative pronouns: e.g. nay; kia; do

e interrogative pronouns: e.g. ai; gi; nao; bao nhiéu

Classifiers

e.g. mét ngwoi ban; hai dira em; mét cai ban; mét con chd; mét quyén / cudn sach; mot mén hoc; mot
bubi hoc

Singular / plural expressions
e.g. nha / nhiéu nha; ban / cac ban; hoc sinh / nhiéu hoc sinh

Numerical expressions

Cardinal numbers
e.g. mot; hai; ba

Ordinal numbers
e.g. thir nhat; the hai
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Time phrases

Time expressions
e.g. hédm nay; hdm qua; ngay mai

Duration expressions
e.g. Toi hoc tiéng Viét dwoc hai ndm.

Frequency expressions
e.g. thwdng xuyén; mdi ngay

Verbs

Time and aspect markers
e present/progressive: dang
o completed/past: da; roi
o future: s&; sdp
e.g. Ho6m qua tdi da gap ban. Tai dang hoc bai. Tuan sau t6i sé tham gia hoat déng ngoai khoa.

Modal verbs
e.g. c6 thé; nén; phai; can
Voice (active and passive)

e.g. Toi phat n6. / N6 bi phat; Bai tap dwgc ndp dung han.

Transitive / intransitive verbs
e.g. T6i thich mon Toan. (transitive); T6i ngd s&m. (intransitive)

Adjectives

Single / compound adjectives
e.g. dep; duyén dang

Descriptive adjectives
e.g. vui vé; cham chi; than thién

Degree markers
e.g. rat; kha; hoi

Comparative structures
e.g. A hon B; A béng B; A nhét
e.g. Trwdng tdi Ién hon trwéng cii; M6n nay kho nhat vai t6i; T6i hoc chdm chi hon ndm ngoai.

Adverbs

Time
e.g. hém nay

Place
e.g. & nha; & trwdng

Manner
e.g. nhanh chéng, can than, nghiém tdc
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Frequency
e.g. thwdng xuyén, doi khi, hiém khi

Degree
e.g. rat, kha, hoi, cuc ky

Cohesive devices

Coordination
e.g. va; hoac

Cause and effect
e.g.vi...nén ...

Contrast
e.g. nhwng; tuy ... nhwng ...

Condition
e.g. néu ... thi ...

Sentence types

Simple and compound/complex sentences
e.g. Tai thich hoc tiéng Viét; Toi thich hoc tiéng Viét vi n6 tha vi.

Negative sentences
e.g. Toi khéng thich mén Toan.

Questions
e.g. Ban c6 thich mén nay khéng?

Exclamatory
e.g. That tuyét voi!

Style and register

Forms of address
e.g. thua thay; kinh glvi; than mén

Formal / informal contrast
e.g. hém nay / blra nay
e.g. da; vang; a

Phonology

Six tones
e.g. ma; ma; ma; ma; ma; ma
Consonant distinctions

e.g. tr/ch; s/x; n/ng; cit

Intonation patterns
e.g. rising for questions; falling for statements
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Unit 2: Kham pha thé giéi cia ching ta — Exploring our world

Nouns

Common and abstract nouns
e.g. du lich; chuyén di; diém dén; cong nghé; truyén théng; van hoa; truyén théng; déng goép; cdng dong;
ban sac

Proper nouns
e.g. Ha Noi; Hué; Hoi An; Uc; Viét Nam

Compound nouns
e.g. danh lam thang canh; mang xa hdi; dién thoai thong minh; di s&n van héa; phwong tién giao thong

Nominalisation (increasing academic capacity)
e.g. sw phat trién; sw thay ddi; sy déng goép; sw anh huwéng

Pronouns

Indefinite pronouns

e.g. moi ngwdi; ai cling; cai gi cling
Demonstrative reference

e.g. didu do; viéc nay

Relative reference structures

e.g. ngudima ...;noima ...; diduma ...

Numerical expressions

Cardinal and ordinal
e.g. mot; hai; thir nhat; thir hai

Approximation
e.g. khoang; gan; hon
e.g. khoang 500 km; gan 100 nguoi

Distance expressions
e.g. Ha Noai cach Ba Nang khoang 800 km

Time expressions

Sequence
e.g. trwdc tién; sau do; cudi cung

Frequency
e.g. thwong xuyén; hiém khi

Duration
e.g. trong ba ngay; suét ky nghi

Language elements Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority
Vietnamese Senior External Examination (SEE) July 2026
Page 4 of 12



Verbs

Experiential marker
e.g. da tirng
e.g. Toi da tirng dén Hué.

Modal verbs
e.g. nén; can phai; c6 thé; phai

Causative structures
e.g. lam cho; khién
e.g. Céng nghé lam cho cudc sbng thuan tién hon.

Directional verbs
e.g. di dén; tré vé; tham quan; kham pha

Passive voice

e dwoc (neutral / formal)

¢ bi (negative outcome)

e.g. Di san nay duwgc UNESCO cbéng nhan.

Transitive and intransitive verbs
e.g. T6i str dung dién thoai.
e.g. Téi di du lich.

Adjectives

Descriptive adjectives
e.g. ndi tiéng; hién dai; tién loi; da dang

Evaluative adjectives
e.g. quan trong; can thiét; bé ich; thu vi

Comparative structures
e.g. Ahon B; Akhéng ... bang B; A nhéat
e.g. Du lich trong nwéc ré hon du lich nwéc ngoai.

Adverbs

Degree
e.g. rat; kha; vo cung; cuc ky

Frequency
e.g. thwdng xuyén; déi khi

Logical connectors
e.g. ngoai ra; tuy nhién; hon nira; vi vay

Prepositions and prepositional phrases

e.g. &; dén; tr; voi; vé; dbi voi
e.g. Déi véi t6i, du lich rat quan trong; Toi di tr Ha No6i dén Hué.
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Sentence types — complex sentences

Cause and effect
eg.vi...nén.../do...nén ...

Contrast
e.g. macdu ... nhwng ...

Condition
e.g. néu ... thi ...

Purpose
e.g.dé ...
e.g. T6i str dung mang xa hoi dé lién lac v&i ban beé.

Constructions

Expressing opinion and evaluation
e.g. Theo t6i, ... ; Téi cho rang ... ; T6i nghirang ... ; Theo quan diém cla t6i, ...

Expressing preference
e.g. thich ... hon ... ; mubn ... ; wa thich ...

Expressing comparison and contrast (analytical development)
e.g. Mot mat ... ; mat khac ... ; Trong khi dé, ... ; Tréi lai, ...

Cohesive devices

Coordination
e.g. va; hoac

Addition
e.g. hon nira; ngoai ra

Result
e.g. vi vay; do dé

Concession
e.g. macdu ... nhwng ...

Style and register

Formal structures (analytical texts)
e.g. Theo quan diém cua toi, ... ; Nhin chung, ... ; C6 thé thay réng ...

Informal spoken interaction (transactional contexts)
e.g. da; vang; a

Punctuation

Appropriate use of full stop, comma, question mark, exclamation mark, quotation marks, colon and
semicolon consistent with academic and transactional texts.
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Phonology

Six tones
e.g. ma, ma, ma, ma, ma, ma

Consonant distinctions
e.g. tr/ich; s/x; n/ng; cit

Intonation patterns
e.g. rising for questions; falling for statements

Text types (Unit 2 focus)

e Travel blog

e Tourism brochure

e Interview

¢ Opinion article

e Speech

¢ Analytical paragraph
¢ Persuasive text

Unit 3: Xa hdi cua chung ta — Our society; culture and identity

Nouns

Common and abstract nouns

e.g. xa hdi; cong déng; vai trd; mbi quan hé; ban séc; ap lwc; dinh kién; binh dang / cong bang; trach
nhiém xa hoi

Proper nouns

e.g. Viét Nam; Uc; Ha Noi; Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh / Sai Gon

Compound nouns
e.g. mang xa hgi; binh déng gi®i; gia tri van hoa; ap lwc hoc tap

Nominalisation
e.g. sw thay ddi; sy phat trién; sw khac biét; sw anh hwéng
e.g. Su phat trién cia mang xa hoi anh hwéng dén gisi tré.

Pronouns

Personal pronouns

e.g. t6i; chung toi; ho; thanh nién; gii tré
Demonstrative reference

e.g. diéu nay; van dé dé; quan diém nay

Relative structures
e.g. ma
e.g. Ap lwc ma thanh nién phai déi mat rat Ién; Ngwoi ma tdi ngudng mo ...

Language elements Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority
Vietnamese Senior External Examination (SEE) July 2026
Page 7 of 12



Numerical expressions

Ordinal for argument structure
e.g. thir nhét; thi hai; cudi cling

Time expressions
e.g. hién nay; trong nhirtng ndm gan day; truéc day

Verbs

Tense / aspect markers
e.g. da; dang; sé

Experiential marker
e.g. trng

Modal verbs
e.g. phai; can; nén; cé thé

Causative
e.g. khién; lam cho
e.g. Ap lvc xa hoi khién thanh nién lo 1ang.

Passive
e.g. duwoc; bi
e.g. Thanh nién duoc khuyén khich tham gia hoat déng cong dong.

Adjectives

Descriptive
e.g. truyén théng; hién dai; phd bién

Evaluative
e.g. tich cwc; tiéu cuc; can thiét

Degree
e.g. rat; kha; vé clng

Comparative
e.g. hon; khéng ... béng ... ; cang ... cang ...

Adverbs

Addition
e.g. ngoai ra; hon nira

Contrast
e.g. tuy nhién; mat khac

Cause
e.g. vi vay; do dé

Concession
e.g. macdu ... nhwng ...
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Prepositions and prepositional phrases

e.g. trong xa hoi; dbi véi thanh nién; gitra cac thé hé; vé van dé nay
Complex sentences

e.g. néu ... thi ... ; mécdu ... nhwng ... ;b&ivi...nén...;du... van ...

Constructions

Expressing opinion
e.g. Theo t6i, ... ; Téi cho rang ... ; C6 thé thay rang ...

Expressing comparison and reflection
e.g. So v&i ... ; Biéu nay cho thay ... ; Nhin chung ...

Cohesive devices

Sequencing
e.g. thir nhét; tiép theo; cudi cung

Summarising
e.g. tom lai; n6i chung

Style and register

formal academic tone

objective expression

cultural sensitivity

structured paragraphs
Phonology

Accurate production of six tones
e.g. ma, ma, ma, ma, ma, ma

Clear consonant distinctions
e.g. s/x; tr/ch; d/gi/r

Intonation patterns
e.g. accurate tone placement in abstract vocabulary

Text types

analytical essay

opinion article

comparative report

speech

social issue commentary
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Unit 4: Hién tai cua t6i; twong lai cua t6i — My present; my future

Nouns

Common and abstract nouns
e.g. twong lai; muc tiéu; wéc mo; co hoi; trach nhiém; déc lap; trién vong; thanh twu

Compound nouns
e.g. co hdi nghé nghiép; chi phi sinh hoat; dinh hwéng nghé nghiép; trach nhiém ca nhan

Nominalisation
e.g. s trrdng thanh; sy Iwa chon; sy chuan bj; sw thanh cbng
e.g. Sw lwa chon nghé nghiép anh huwéng dén twong lai cla toi.

Pronouns

Greater control of
e t0i

e chung ta

e thé hé tré

e mbi ca nhan

Numerical expressions

Time sequencing
e.g. sau khi; trw&c khi; trong vong ... nam t&i; vao nam ...

Verbs

Future structures
e.g. sé&; dy dinh; c6 ké hoach; hy vong
e.g. Toi sé tiép tuc hoc dai hoc.

Reflection (past)
e.g. da; ting; trdi qua

Modal verbs
e.g. phai; can; nén; c6 thé

Causative
e.g. giup; tao diéu kién cho

Adjectives

Evaluative
e.g. quan trong; can thiét; phu hop; én dinh

Comparative
e.g. tét hon; cao hon; khé khan hon

Adverbs

Time
e.g. trong twong lai; sap téi
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Manner
e.g. doc lap; nghiém tuc

Logical
e.g. do do; vi vay; tuy nhién

Prepositions and prepositional phrases
e.g. vé twong lai; ddi véi ban than; trong linh vuec ...
Complex sentences

Greater expectation of

¢ subordinate clauses

¢ multi-clause reflective sentences

e.g. Mac du con nhiéu kho khan, nhwng téi van quyét tam theo dudi wéc mo cia minh.

Constructions

Expressing aspirations
e.g. Téi hy vong ... ; Téi mong muén ... ; Téi d&t muc tiéu ...

Giving advice
e.g. Néu téila ban, ... ; Bannén ...

Cohesive devices

More sophisticated linking
e.g. bén canh d6; déng thoi; nguoc lai; két luan lai

Style and register

formal reflective tone

balanced argument

clear introduction—body—conclusion

cultural comparison where relevant
Phonology

e accurate pronunciation of complex vocabulary
e clear tone distinction in abstract terms
¢ fluency in multi-clause spoken responses

Text types

o reflective essay

¢ personal statement

e graduation speech

o formal letter

e comparative future pathway report
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