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Introduction 

Despite the challenges brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic, Queensland’s education 

community can look back on 2021 with satisfaction at having implemented the first full 

assessment cycle in the new Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE) system. That meant 

delivering three internal assessments and one external assessment in each General subject. 

This report analyses that cycle — from endorsing summative internal assessment instruments to 

confirming internal assessment marks, and designing and marking external assessment. It also 

gives readers information about: 

• applying syllabus objectives in the design and marking of internal and external assessments 

• patterns of student achievement. 

The report promotes continuous improvement by: 

• identifying effective practices in the design and marking of valid, accessible and reliable 

assessments 

• recommending where and how to enhance the design and marking of valid, accessible and 

reliable assessment instruments 

• providing examples of best practice where relevant, possible and appropriate. 

Audience and use 

This report should be read by school leaders, subject leaders and teachers to: 

• inform teaching and learning and assessment preparation 

• assist in assessment design practice 

• assist in making assessment decisions 

• help prepare students for external assessment. 

The report is publicly available to promote transparency and accountability. Students, parents, 

community members and other education stakeholders can learn about the assessment practices 

and outcomes for General subjects (including alternative sequences (AS) and Senior External 

Examination (SEE) subjects, where relevant) and General (Extension) subjects. 

Report preparation 

The report includes analyses of data and other information from endorsement, confirmation and 

external assessment processes. It also includes advice from the chief confirmer, chief endorser 

and chief marker, developed in consultation with and support from QCAA subject matter experts. 
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Subject data summary 

Subject completion 

The following data includes students who completed the General subject or AS. 

For the purposes of this report, while the 2021 summative units for the AS are AS units 1 and 2, 

this information will be included with the General summative Units 3 and 4.  

Note: All data is correct as at 17 December 2021. Where percentages are provided, these are 

rounded to two decimal places and, therefore, may not add up to 100%. 

Number of schools that offered the subject: 369. 

Completion of units Unit 1 Unit 2 Units 3 and 4 

Number of students 

completed 

7136 6703 6025 

Units 1 and 2 results 

Number of students Satisfactory Unsatisfactory 

Unit 1 6350 786 

Unit 2 6190 513 

Units 3 and 4 internal assessment (IA) results 

Total marks for IA 
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IA1 marks 

IA1 total 

 

IA1 Criterion: Explaining  IA1 Criterion: Demonstrating and applying 

 

 

 

IA1 Criterion: Analysing  IA1 Criterion: Evaluating and justifying 

 

 

 

IA1 Criterion: Communicating  
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IA2 marks 

IA2 total 

 

IA2 Criterion: Explaining  IA2 Criterion: Analysing 

 

 

 

IA2 Criterion: Evaluating and justifying  IA2 Criterion: Communicating 
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IA3 marks 

IA3 total 

 

IA3 Criterion: Explaining  IA3 Criterion: Demonstrating and applying 

 

 

 

IA3 Criterion: Analysing  IA3 Criterion: Evaluating and justifying 

 

 

 

IA3 Criterion: Communicating  
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External assessment (EA) marks 
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Final subject results 

Final marks for IA and EA 

 

Grade boundaries 

The grade boundaries are determined using a process to compare results on a numeric scale to 

the reporting standards. 

Standard A B C D E 

Marks 

achieved 

100–82 81–66 65–45 44–19 18–0 

Distribution of standards 

The number of students who achieved each standard across the state is as follows. 

Standard A B C D E 

Number of 

students 

1144 2221 2254 389 17 
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Internal assessment 

The following information and advice pertain to the assessment design and assessment 

decisions for each IA in Units 3 and 4. These instruments have undergone quality assurance 

processes informed by the attributes of quality assessment (validity, accessibility and reliability). 

Endorsement 

Endorsement is the quality assurance process based on the attributes of validity and accessibility. 

These attributes are categorised further as priorities for assessment, and each priority can be 

further broken down into assessment practices. 

Data presented in the Assessment design section identifies the reasons why IA instruments were 

not endorsed at Application 1, by the priority for assessments. An IA may have been identified 

more than once for a priority for assessment, e.g. it may have demonstrated a misalignment to 

both the subject matter and the assessment objective/s. 

Refer to the quality assurance tools for detailed information about the assessment practices for 

each assessment instrument. 

Percentage of instruments endorsed in Application 1 

Number of instruments submitted IA1 IA2 IA3 

Total number of instruments 372 372 370 

Percentage endorsed in Application 1 22% 61% 55% 

Confirmation 

Confirmation is the quality assurance process based on the attribute of reliability. The QCAA uses 

provisional criterion marks determined by teachers to identify the samples of student responses 

that schools are required to submit for confirmation. 

Confirmation samples are representative of the school’s decisions about the quality of student 

work in relation to the ISMG and are used to make decisions about the cohort’s results. If further 

information is required about the school’s application of the ISMG to finalise a confirmation 

decision, the QCAA requests additional samples. 

Schools may request a review where an individual student’s confirmed result is different from the 

school’s provisional mark in one or more criteria and the school considers this result to be an 

anomaly or exception. 

The following table includes the percentage agreement between the provisional marks and 

confirmed marks by assessment instrument. The Assessment decisions section of this report for 

each assessment instrument identifies the agreement trends between provisional and confirmed 

marks by criterion. 
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Number of samples reviewed and percentage agreement 

IA Number of schools Number of 

samples requested 

Number of 

additional samples 

requested 

Percentage 

agreement with 

provisional marks 

1 364 2138 426 73.08% 

2 364 2005 300 84.07% 

3 362 2019 266 79.83% 
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Internal assessment 1 (IA1) 

Project — folio (25%) 

This assessment focuses on an inquiry process that requires the application of a range of 

cognitive and technical processes and skills, and theoretical understandings. Students document 

the iterative process of demonstrating and applying conceptual understandings through the 

psychomotor domain to devise a personal tactical strategy. Students evaluate the effectiveness 

of the tactical and movement strategies and justify using primary and secondary data. The 

multimodal response is a coherent work that includes visual, written and/or spoken modes. 

Assessment design 

Validity 

Validity in assessment design considers the extent to which an assessment item accurately 

measures what it is intended to measure and that the evidence of student learning collected from 

an assessment can be legitimately used for the purpose specified in the syllabus. 

Reasons for non-endorsement by priority of assessment 

Validity priority Number of times priority was identified in decisions* 

Alignment 298 

Authentication 23 

Authenticity 10 

Item construction 43 

Scope and scale 25 

*Each priority might contain up to four assessment practices. 

Total number of submissions: 372. 

Effective practices 

Validity priorities were effectively demonstrated in assessment instruments that: 

• accurately replicated the syllabus specifications in the task, providing clear instructions that 

informed students about the processes and elements required to complete the response, 

without leading students to a pre-determined response or repeating cognitions 

• featured authentication strategies reflecting QCAA guidelines for assuring student authorship 

• provided appropriate information, in line with syllabus conditions, about the scale of knowledge 

and skills students are required to demonstrate when completing the task. 
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Practices to strengthen 

It is recommended that assessment instruments: 

• match the syllabus specifications. Concise and consistent specifications are essential to make 

clear the requirements for all elements of the assessment task 

• include and clarify specifications for the supporting evidence, which should address 

assessment Objectives 2 and 3 only 

• align the selected physical activity context with the prescribed categories and subject matter 

found within the syllabus 

• state clearly that students should focus on the specialised movement sequences for one 

movement strategy to devise a personal tactical strategy, rather than specifying a principle of 

play, which would potentially narrow the task. 

Accessibility 

Accessibility in assessment design ensures that no student or group of students is disadvantaged 

in their capacity to access an assessment. 

Reasons for non-endorsement by priority of assessment 

Accessibility priority Number of times priority was identified in decisions* 

Bias avoidance 0 

Language 55 

Layout 23 

Transparency 29 

*Each priority might contain up to four assessment practices. 

Total number of submissions: 372. 

Effective practices 

Accessibility priorities were effectively demonstrated in assessment instruments that: 

• accurately used the syllabus specifications improving bias avoidance, language, layout and 

transparency 

• used appropriate language and avoid unnecessary jargon, specialist language and/or 

colloquial language 

• presented free from errors, modelling accurate spelling, grammar, punctuation and other 

textual features 

• provided subject-specific information directing students to the prescribed subject matter. 

Practices to strengthen 

It is recommended that assessment instruments: 

• avoid using bold, italics and other formatting features to alter specifications, making some 

specifications appear more important 

• are free from errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation 

• model the language and prescribed terminology of the syllabus. 
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Assessment decisions 

Reliability 

Reliability is a judgment about the measurements of assessment. It refers to the extent to which 

the results of assessments are consistent, replicable and free from error. 

Agreement trends between provisional and confirmed marks 

Criterion 

number 

Criterion name Percentage 

agreement with 

provisional 

Percentage 

less than 

provisional 

Percentage 

greater than 

provisional 

Percentage 

both less 

and greater 

than 

provisional 

1 Explaining 90.66% 8.52% 0.82% 0% 

2 Demonstrating 

and applying 

85.44% 12.64% 0.82% 1.1% 

3 Analysing 85.71% 13.74% 0% 0.55% 

4 Evaluating and 

justifying 

78.02% 20.88% 0.55% 0.55% 

5 Communicating 92.03% 6.32% 1.37% 0.27% 

Effective practices 

Accuracy and consistency of the application of the ISMG for this IA was most effective when: 

• the evaluation of personal performance was located in the 9–11 minute multimodal and not in 

the 2–3 minutes of supporting evidence (General and Alternative Sequence) 

• analysis of primary and secondary data was relevant to the personal tactical strategy and 

ascertained relationships between the below characteristics (rather than analysing each one 

in isolation) 

- demands of the specialised movement sequences and one movement strategy 

- task, learner and environmental constraints that limit or enable personal or team 

performance 

- application of the principles of decision-making based on the presented opportunities for 

action 

• submission of the supporting evidence was accompanied by appropriate student identification 

and contained appropriate commentary with no distracting elements or background noises 

(General and Alternative Sequence) 

• the evaluation regarding the effectiveness of the tactical strategy included appraisal of the 

outcome, implications and limitations of the applied principles of decision-making (i.e. Read, 

React, Respond, Recover) 

• consideration was given to the qualifiers in matching evidence to the characteristics in the 

demonstrating and applying ISMG (General and Alternative Sequence).  
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Samples of effective practices 

The following are excerpts from a response that illustrates the characteristics for the criteria. The 

excerpts may provide evidence of more than one criterion. The characteristics identified may not 

be the only time the characteristics have occurred throughout a response. 

These student response excerpts have been included: 

• to demonstrate insightful analysis and discerning synthesis of primary and secondary data to 

ascertain the most significant relationships between the demands relating to movement, 

constraints, and principles of decision-making. This ensured the depth required for the upper 

performance level for the Analysing criterion 

• to demonstrate critical evaluation of the specialised movement sequences and movement 

strategy 

• to demonstrate appraisal of elements of the outcomes, implications and limitations in the task 

• to demonstrate learner and environmental constraints and the applied principles of decision-

making 

• to demonstrate insightful analysis and discerning synthesis of data in devising a personal 

tactical strategy for optimising performance for one movement strategy. 

Analysing 
(3–4 marks) 

Excerpt 1 

 

Excerpt 1 content (audio, 1 min 37 sec) 

www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/curriculum-

assessment/portal/media/snr_pe_19_ia1_snip_1.mp3 

http://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/curriculum-assessment/portal/media/snr_pe_19_ia1_snip_1.mp3
http://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/curriculum-assessment/portal/media/snr_pe_19_ia1_snip_1.mp3
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Evaluating 
(6–7 marks) 

Excerpt 2 

 

Excerpt 2 audio file (audio, 1 min 9 sec) 

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/curriculum-

assessment/portal/media/snr_pe_19_ia1_snip_3.mp3 

Analysing 
(3–4 marks) 

Excerpt 3 

 

Excerpt 3 audio file (audio, 47 sec) 

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/curriculum-

assessment/portal/media/snr_pe_19_ia1_snip_4.mp3 

Practices to strengthen 

To further ensure accuracy and consistency of the application of the ISMG for this IA, it is 

recommended that: 

• evaluation of personal performance occurs in the 9–11 minute multimodal. Some submissions 

had evidence of ‘evaluation of performance’ in the supporting video of 2–3 minutes of 

demonstrating and applying evidence. It is imperative for the 9–11 minute multimodal to 

provide evidence of Objectives 1, 4, 5, 6 and 7 only, and for the supporting evidence (separate 

to the multimodal) of 2–3 minutes to provide evidence of Objectives 2 and 3 only 

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/curriculum-assessment/portal/media/snr_pe_19_ia1_snip_3.mp3
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/curriculum-assessment/portal/media/snr_pe_19_ia1_snip_3.mp3
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/curriculum-assessment/portal/media/snr_pe_19_ia1_snip_4.mp3
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/curriculum-assessment/portal/media/snr_pe_19_ia1_snip_4.mp3
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• students have a greater understanding of the relevance of, and process in, delivering the 

evaluation of personal performance in informing the tactical strategy design, implementation 

and justification of the performance 

• analysis is comprised of both primary and secondary data — what this data looks like, its 

purpose and its importance. Often, students relied on only primary or only secondary data. 

This was a limiting factor in applying the ISMG (General and Alternative Sequence) 

• the multimodal contains the mandatory visual features in conjunction with either written and/or 

spoken modes, as prescribed in the syllabus. Commonly, multimodal pieces use all modes, 

with each mode contributing significantly to the response, i.e. visual features throughout the 

folio; written text on slides or annotations; and a voice overlay that provides further elaboration 

of ideas. However, as specified in the Confirmation submission information document (see the 

QCAA Portal > Syllabus tile > Resources tab), scripts are not used in matching evidence to 

the ISMG and do not constitute engagement with the written mode (General and Alternative 

Sequence) 

• subject matter relating to ‘principles of decision-making’ is specifically referenced in student 

submissions. This subject matter relates to ‘Read, Respond, React, Recover’, and was often 

addressed in a superficial or general manner or missing from student responses altogether. 

This subject matter was also often included in a ‘definition’ manner rather than applied to 

personal performance or the effectiveness of the tactical strategy and, as such, not meeting 

the needs of the performance-level descriptors in the ‘Explaining and analysing’ criteria 

• students analyse primary and secondary data to inform their evaluation of performance in 

order to devise their tactical strategy. The interconnected relationships between these 

elements within the folio are important to ensure the depth of the upper performance level is 

achieved within assessment conditions. 

Additional advice 

• The submission of the supporting evidence (2–3 minute video) should be a separate MP4 file 

(as per confirmation submission information) that clearly and appropriately identifies the 

student. The supporting evidence provided should accurately reflect the school’s provisional 

marks, showing evidence of the student performing multiple movement strategies within 

multiple principles of play. The supporting evidence should not contain commentary or 

distracting or inappropriate comments/music from behind the camera and should be within an 

authentic performance environment, as per syllabus requirements, and not merely a 

demonstration of movement sequences or strategies in isolation (General and Alternative 

Sequence). 

• Support students to develop their understanding of the definitions of ‘strategy’, ‘tactical 

awareness’ and ‘tactical strategies’ found in the syllabus glossary to strengthen the delivery 

and clarity for students in addressing the syllabus requirements. 

• The school’s assessment policy regarding redaction is reflective of the QCIA and QCE policy 

and procedures handbook. When work exceeds assessment conditions, requiring redaction, 

the applied redaction processes should be clearly indicated on the ISMG (General and 

Alternative Sequence). 
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Internal assessment 2 (IA2) 

Investigation — report (20%) 

Students are required to research an ethical dilemma through the collection, analysis and 

synthesis of primary data and secondary data. The investigation uses research or investigative 

practices to assess a range of cognitions in a class, school or community physical activity 

context. Students devise an ethics strategy and analyse and synthesise data relating to this 

dilemma in the process of evaluating the effectiveness of the strategy in optimising engagement 

in the identified physical activity context. 

Assessment design 

Validity 

Validity in assessment design considers the extent to which an assessment item accurately 

measures what it is intended to measure and that the evidence of student learning collected from 

an assessment can be legitimately used for the purpose specified in the syllabus. 

Reasons for non-endorsement by priority of assessment 

Validity priority Number of times priority was identified in decisions* 

Alignment 116 

Authentication 12 

Authenticity 15 

Item construction 20 

Scope and scale 23 

*Each priority might contain up to four assessment practices. 

Total number of submissions: 372. 

Effective practices 

Validity priorities were effectively demonstrated in assessment instruments that: 

• accurately embedded the syllabus specifications into the task. The task required supporting 

authentication through the provision of an appropriate class, school or community 

contextualisation, focusing on the ethical dilemma, and providing meaningful connection to the 

framework of the assessment instrument 

• featured authentication strategies, reflecting QCAA guidelines for assuring student authorship 

• provided an accurate scale of information representative of syllabus conditions, knowledge, 

and skills students are required to demonstrate when completing the task. 
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Practices to strengthen 

It is recommended that assessment instruments: 

• replicate the prescribed syllabus specifications to direct students to investigate one ethical 

dilemma in a class, school, or community physical activity context to devise an ethics strategy 

• contain a point of difference from the previous year. This may include a change in the class, 

school or community context, or a change to the prescribed datasets or time periods around 

the analytics required in devising the ethics strategy. 

Accessibility 

Accessibility in assessment design ensures that no student or group of students is disadvantaged 

in their capacity to access an assessment. 

Reasons for non-endorsement by priority of assessment 

Accessibility priority Number of times priority was identified in decisions* 

Bias avoidance 1 

Language 39 

Layout 7 

Transparency 14 

*Each priority might contain up to four assessment practices. 

Total number of submissions: 372. 

Effective practices 

Accessibility priorities were effectively demonstrated in assessment instruments that: 

• accurately used the syllabus specifications for improving bias avoidance, language, layout and 

transparency 

• used appropriate language and avoided unnecessary jargon, specialist language and 

colloquial language 

• presented free from errors and modelled accurate spelling, grammar, punctuation and other 

textual features. 

Practices to strengthen 

It is recommended that assessment instruments: 

• use the language from the subject matter, transferred into an educational setting, reflecting 

alignment to the assessment objectives and delivering a personal and contextualised learning 

experience 

• provide the opportunity for students to use research or investigative practices to assess a 

range of cognitions in a class, school, or community physical activity context. 
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Assessment decisions 

Reliability 

Reliability is a judgment about the measurements of assessment. It refers to the extent to which 

the results of assessments are consistent, replicable and free from error. 

Agreement trends between provisional and confirmed marks 

Criterion 

number 

Criterion name Percentage 

agreement with 

provisional 

Percentage 

less than 

provisional 

Percentage 

greater than 

provisional 

Percentage 

both less 

and greater 

than 

provisional 

1 Explaining 93.41% 5.77% 0.55% 0.27% 

2 Analysing 90.11% 9.07% 0.82% 0% 

3 Evaluating and 

justifying 

87.91% 11.26% 0.55% 0.27% 

4 Communicating 96.98% 1.37% 1.65% 0% 

Effective practices 

Accuracy and consistency of the application of the ISMG for this IA was most effective when: 

• subject matter within the student response clearly aligned with the subject matter in the ISMG 

and syllabus, including coverage of ethical dilemma, ethics and values, and integrity and fair 

play 

• the ethical dilemma within the assessment task provided appropriate scope, accessibility and 

opportunity for each student to develop an individual response 

• primary and secondary data was embedded within the analysis, evaluation and justifications 

relating to the course of action in response to the ethical dilemma. 

Samples of effective practices 

The following are excerpts from a response that illustrate the characteristics for the indicated 

criteria. The excerpts may provide evidence of more than one criterion. The characteristics 

identified may not be the only time the characteristics have occurred throughout a response. 

These student response excerpts have been included: 

• to demonstrate insightful analysis of primary and secondary data which shows the tensions 

between unethical conduct, positive engagement, fair play and integrity. The language is 

technical and uses the subject matter from the ISMG and syllabus, demonstrating a clear 

match to the characteristics in the upper performance levels in the ISMG 

• to demonstrate discerning synthesis using primary and secondary data to explore the ethical 

dilemma, using subject matter relevant to the ethical dilemma and ISMG. This ensures the 

Investigation report upholds assessment specifications in length, whilst providing the depth of 

response for the upper performance level in the Analysing criterion. The student insightfully 

articulates the tensions that exist between stakeholders, fair play, and integrity.  
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Analysing 
(5–6 marks) 

Excerpt 1 
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 Excerpt 1 (continued) 
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Analysing 
(5–6 marks) 

Excerpt 2 
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Practices to strengthen 

To further ensure accuracy and consistency of the application of the ISMG for this IA, it is 

recommended that: 

• when analysing the selected primary and secondary data, the response shows the relationship 

between the ethical dilemma, the influence of local and national stakeholders, integrity and fair 

play, and previously used strategies. The analysis of primary and secondary data for any other 

purpose does not align with the ISMG and should be avoided 

• teachers explicitly reinforce the importance of evaluating the effectiveness of the ethics 

strategy in optimising integrity and positive engagement within the chosen context. This is 

specifically achieved through appraising the potential outcome, implications, and limitations of 

the strategy 

• teachers ensure scaffolding does not lead students to deliver consistent or pre-determined 

responses. Teachers should limit task scaffolding, instead providing frameworks to support 

students to unpack the concepts independently, and to gather and synthesise meaning from 

the data independently, to support the development of unique student responses (General and 

Alternative Sequence) 

• the justification pertaining to the course of action is supported by primary and secondary data 

(General and Alternative Sequence). 

Additional advice 

• Ensure that teacher annotations and highlighting on the ISMG does not impact a confirmer’s 

ability to read and match characteristics within the student response (General and Alternative 

Sequence). 

• Teachers are encouraged to highlight the matched characteristics in the ISMG to the student 

work rather than merely circling a numerical result (General and Alternative Sequence). 

• The school’s assessment policy regarding redaction is reflective of the QCIA and QCE policy 

and procedures handbook. When work exceeds assessment conditions, requiring redaction, 

the applied redaction processes should be clearly indicated on the ISMG (General and 

Alternative Sequence). 
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Internal assessment 3 (IA3) 

Project — folio (30%) 

This assessment focuses on an inquiry process that requires the application of a range of 

cognitive and technical processes and skills, and conceptual understandings. Students document 

the iterative process of demonstrating and applying conceptual understandings through the 

psychomotor domain to devise a personal training strategy. Students evaluate the effectiveness 

of the personal training strategy and movement strategies and justify using primary and 

secondary data. The multimodal response is a coherent work that includes visual, written and/or 

spoken modes.  

Assessment design 

Validity 

Validity in assessment design considers the extent to which an assessment item accurately 

measures what it is intended to measure and that the evidence of student learning collected from 

an assessment can be legitimately used for the purpose specified in the syllabus. 

Reasons for non-endorsement by priority of assessment 

Validity priority Number of times priority was identified in decisions* 

Alignment 138 

Authentication 10 

Authenticity 9 

Item construction 24 

Scope and scale 12 

*Each priority might contain up to four assessment practices. 

Total number of submissions: 370. 

Effective practices 

Validity priorities were effectively demonstrated in assessment instruments that: 

• accurately replicated the syllabus specifications in the task, providing clear instructions that 

informed students about the processes and elements required to complete the response, 

without leading students to a pre-determined response or repeating cognitions 

• featured authentication strategies reflecting QCAA guidelines for assuring student authorship 

• provided appropriate information in line with syllabus conditions about the scale of knowledge 

and skills students are required to demonstrate when completing the task. 



 ________________________________________________________________________________ Internal assessment 3 (IA3) 

Physical Education subject report 

2021 cohort 
Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority 

February 2022 

Page 24 of 44 
 

Practices to strengthen 

It is recommended that assessment instruments: 

• clearly state that students will focus on the specialised movement sequences for one 

movement strategy to devise a personal training strategy, rather than specifying a principle of 

play and potentially narrowing the task 

• match the syllabus specifications. Concise and consistent specifications are essential to clarify 

what is required in the development of a training strategy within the folio, and the needs 

relating to the evaluation and justification of personal performance 

• clearly specify the requirements of the supporting evidence assessment objectives 2 and 3. 
Consideration must be given to the physical activity context endorsed in IA1 to ensure schools 
meet the syllabus requirement. In Units 3 and 4, physical activities must be selected from 
different categories: one physical activity from either the ‘Invasion’ or ‘Net and court’ category 
in Unit 3: Topic 1; and one physical activity from the ‘Invasion’, ‘Net and court’ or 
‘Performance’ category in Unit 4: Topic 1 

• align the selected physical activity context to the prescribed categories and subject matter 

found within the syllabus. 

Accessibility 

Accessibility in assessment design ensures that no student or group of students is disadvantaged 

in their capacity to access an assessment. 

Reasons for non-endorsement by priority of assessment 

Accessibility priority Number of times priority was identified in decisions* 

Bias avoidance 0 

Language 27 

Layout 7 

Transparency 13 

*Each priority might contain up to four assessment practices. 

Total number of submissions: 370. 

Effective practices 

Accessibility priorities were effectively demonstrated in assessment instruments that: 

• used syllabus specifications to improve bias avoidance, language, layout and transparency 

• featured assessment instruments that used appropriate language and avoided unnecessary 

jargon, specialist language, and colloquial language 

• featured assessment instruments that were free of errors and modelled accurate spelling, 

grammar, punctuation, and other textual features. 

Practices to strengthen 

It is recommended that assessment instruments: 

• avoid using bold, italics and other formatting features to alter specifications and make some 

specifications appear more important 
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• are free from errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation, and model the language and 

prescribed terminology of the syllabus. 

Assessment decisions 

Reliability 

Reliability is a judgment about the measurements of assessment. It refers to the extent to which 

the results of assessments are consistent, replicable and free from error. 

Agreement trends between provisional and confirmed marks 

Criterion 

number 

Criterion name Percentage 

agreement with 

provisional 

Percentage 

less than 

provisional 

Percentage 

greater than 

provisional 

Percentage 

both less 

and greater 

than 

provisional 

1 Explaining 90.88% 8.84% 0.28% 0% 

2 Demonstrating 

and applying 

90.06% 6.63% 1.93% 1.38% 

3 Analysing 90.33% 8.84% 0.55% 0.28% 

4 Evaluating and 

justifying 

85.91% 12.98% 1.1% 0% 

5 Communicating 94.75% 4.42% 0.83% 0% 

Effective practices 

Accuracy and consistency of the application of the ISMG for this IA was most effective when: 

• the evaluation of personal performance informed the devised training strategy 

• the evaluation of personal performance was located in the 9–11 minute multimodal and not in 

the 2–3 minutes of supporting evidence (General and Alternative Sequence) 

• the evaluation regarding the effectiveness of the training strategy included appraisal of the 

outcome, implications, and limitations referring to the principles of training, training methods, 

energy systems and fitness components 

• the physical activity context selected is listed in the syllabus, and the supporting evidence 

addressed the descriptions in the physical activity subject matter (General and Alternative 

Sequence) 

• primary and secondary data was used in the processes of analysis, synthesis and justification 

(General and Alternative Sequence) 

• consideration was given to the qualifiers in matching evidence to the characteristics in the 

demonstrating and applying ISMG (General and Alternative Sequence). 

Samples of effective practices 

The following are excerpts from a response that illustrates the characteristics for the criteria. The 

excerpts may provide evidence of more than one criterion. The characteristics identified may not 

be the only time the characteristics have occurred throughout a response. 
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These student response excerpts have been included: 

• to demonstrate insightful analysis and discerning synthesis (using primary and secondary 

data) to ascertain the most significant relationships between the demands of the specialised 

movement sequences and movement strategy, relevant energy systems, and personal 

performance relating to the specified movement strategy 

• to demonstrate critical evaluation of the effectiveness of the training strategy, using selected 

principles of training to appraise the outcomes, implications, and limitations of the selected 

training methods, energy systems and fitness components. 

Analysing 
(4–5 marks) 

Excerpt 1 

 
Excerpt 1 video file (video, 29 sec) 

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/curriculum-

assessment/portal/media/snr_pe_19_ia3_sr_snip_1.mp4 

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/curriculum-assessment/portal/media/snr_pe_19_ia3_sr_snip_1.mp4
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/curriculum-assessment/portal/media/snr_pe_19_ia3_sr_snip_1.mp4
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Evaluating 
(7–8 marks) 

Excerpt 2 

 

 

Excerpt 2 (video, 3 min 6 sec) 

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/curriculum-

assessment/portal/media/snr_pe_19_ia3_sr_snip_2.mp4 

Practices to strengthen 

To further ensure accuracy and consistency of the application of the ISMG for this IA, it is 

recommended that: 

• student work contains subject matter relevant to the outcome, implications, and limitations of 

the selected training methods, energy systems, and fitness components when students are 

evaluating the effectiveness of their training strategy 

• the multimodal contains the mandatory visual features in conjunction with either written and/or 

spoken modes, as prescribed in the syllabus. Commonly, multimodal pieces use all modes, 

with each mode contributing significantly to the response, i.e. visual features throughout the 

folio; written text on slides or annotations; and a voice overlay that provides further elaboration 

of ideas. However, as specified in the Confirmation submission information document (see the 

QCAA Portal > Syllabus tile > Resources tab), scripts are not used in matching evidence to 

the ISMG and do not constitute engagement with the written mode (General and Alternative 

Sequence) 

• evaluation of personal performance occurs in the 9–11 minute multimodal. Some submissions 

had evidence of ‘evaluation of performance’ in the supporting folio of 2–3 minutes of 

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/curriculum-assessment/portal/media/snr_pe_19_ia3_sr_snip_2.mp4
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/curriculum-assessment/portal/media/snr_pe_19_ia3_sr_snip_2.mp4
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demonstrating and applying evidence. It is imperative for the 9–11 minute multimodal to 

provide evidence of Objectives 1, 4, 5, 6 and 7 only, and for the supporting evidence (separate 

to the multimodal) of 2–3 minutes to provide evidence of Objectives 2 and 3 only. Ensure that 

students have a greater understanding of the relevance of, and process in, delivering the 

evaluation of personal performance in informing the training strategy design, implementation, 

and justification. 

Additional advice 

• Teachers are required to provide a physical activity context within the syllabus prescribed 

parameters. This is two different categories across Units 3 and 4: Unit 3 prescribed contexts 

within ‘Net and court’ and ‘Invasion’ categories; and Unit 4 prescribed contexts within ‘Net and 

court’, ‘Invasion’ and prescribed events/distances within the performance category. 

• The school’s assessment policy regarding redaction is reflective of the QCIA and QCE policy 

and procedures handbook. When work exceeds assessment conditions, requiring redaction, 

the applied redaction processes should be clearly indicated on the ISMG (General and 

Alternative Sequence). 

• The submission of the supporting evidence (2–3 minute video folio) should be a separate MP4 

file (as per confirmation submission information) that clearly and appropriately identifies the 

student. The supporting evidence provided should accurately reflect the school's provisional 

mark, showing evidence of the student performing multiple movement strategies within 

multiple principles of play. The supporting evidence should not contain commentary or 

distracting or inappropriate comments/music from behind the camera and should be within an 

authentic performance environment as per syllabus requirements, and not merely a 

demonstration of movement sequences or strategies in isolation (General and Alternative 

Sequence). 

 



 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Physical Education subject report 

2021 cohort 
Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority 

February 2022 

Page 29 of 44 
 

 

External assessment 

External assessment (EA) is developed and marked by the QCAA. The external assessment for a 

subject is common to all schools and administered under the same conditions, at the same time, 

on the same day. 

Examination — combination response (25%) 

Assessment design 

The General assessment instrument was designed using the specifications, conditions and 

assessment objectives described in the summative external assessment section of the syllabus. 

The General examination consisted of one paper: 

• Section 1 consisted of multiple choice questions (10 marks) 

• Section 2 consisted of short response questions (28 marks) 

• Section 3 consisted of an extended response question (14 marks) 

The General examination assessed subject matter from Unit 4. Questions were derived from the 

context of ‘Energy, fitness and training’ integrated with one selected ‘Invasion’, ‘Net and court’ or 

‘Performance’ physical activity. 

The General assessment required students to respond to ten multiple choice questions, two short 

response items and one extended response item. 

The Alternative Sequence (AS) assessment instrument was designed using the specifications, 

conditions and assessment objectives described in the summative external assessment section 

of the AS. The AS examination consisted of one paper: 

• Section 1 consisted of multiple-choice questions (10 marks) 

• Section 2 consisted of short response questions (33 marks) 

• Section 3 consisted of an extended response question (16 marks) 

The AS examination assessed subject matter from AS unit 2. Questions were derived from the 

context of ‘Motor learning, functional anatomy, biomechanics and physical activity’. 

The AS assessment required students to respond to ten multiple choice questions, three short 

response items and one extended response item. 

Assessment decisions 

Assessment decisions are made by markers by matching student responses to the external 

assessment marking guide (EAMG). The external assessment papers and the EAMG are 

published in the year after they are administered. 

General multiple choice item responses 

There were 10 multiple choice items in Paper 1. 
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Percentage of student responses to each option 

Note:  

• The correct answer is bold and in a blue shaded table cell. 

• Some students may not have responded to every question. 

Question A B C D 

1 27.31 19.02 28.06 24.80 

2 87.67 5.24 1.33 5.29 

3 1.78 90.03 5.31 2.41 

4 13.49 68.77 13.09 4.07 

5 0.93 1.74 96.33 0.52 

6 10.28 1.67 58.22 29.26 

7 78.77 5.02 13.40 2.29 

8 29.33 5.98 28.35 35.73 

9 6.52 13.88 66.48 12.43 

10 75.51 13.50 0.48 9.88 

AS multiple choice item responses 

Percentage of student responses to each option 

• The correct answer is bold and in a blue shaded table cell. 

• Some students may not have responded to every question. 

Question A B C D 

1 51.11 9.33 18.22 20.00 

2 20.89 48.00 23.11 7.11 

3 4.00 11.56 47.11 36.00 

4 6.22 10.67 46.67 35.56 

5 16.44 18.67 62.67 0.89 

6 41.33 29.33 17.78 10.67 

7 14.22 71.11 8.00 5.78 

8 14.22 0.89 59.11 24.89 

9 1.78 36.00 25.33 36.00 

10 6.22 7.56 12.89 72.44 
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Effective practices 

Overall, students responded well to:  

• assessment aspects requiring them to recognise and explain 

• assessment aspects allowing synthesis, evaluation and justification of concepts relating to the 

optimising of movement strategies 

• opportunities to demonstrate applied knowledge and understanding obtained through the 

integrated learnings within Unit 4 in the General and Unit 2 in the Alternative Sequence. 

Samples of effective practices 

Short response 

General Question 11 

This question required students to: 

• analyse a provided stimulus in determining the reason for an athlete’s declining performance, 

supporting their response using indicators from the stimulus 

• devise modifications to optimise the athlete’s performance for the remainder of the 

competition phase, justifying their suggested modifications with specific reference to three 

principles of training. 

Effective student responses: 

• determined that the athlete’s performance was suffering due to the intensity and frequency of 

training within their competition phase 

• accurately used the required number of indicators from the stimulus in supporting their 

determined cause of the athlete’s decline in performance 

• devised and justified modifications that optimised the athlete’s performance for the remainder 

of the competition phase. 

This student response excerpt has been included: 

• to demonstrate the accurate determination that the athlete's performance was suffering due to 

the intensity and frequency of training within their competition phase 

• to demonstrate accurate use of four indicators from the stimulus to support their response 

• to demonstrate well-devised and justified suggested modifications, referring to three principles 

of training, (frequency, intensity and duration) and making direct links to the stimulus. 
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Accurate identification 
of the reason for 
declining performance, 
supported by the 
required indicators 

Excerpt 1 
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Provides a detailed 
justification of how the 
modifications to the 
selected training 
principles address 
identified key 
indicators 

Excerpt 2 
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AS Question 11 

This question required students to: 

• identify three factors that may act as rate limiters on the learning process of individuals 

• provide examples from a physical activity context describing where the learning process has 

been affected, limiting performance. 

Effective student responses: 

• determined the factors that may act as rate limiters on the learning process of individuals, 

which are prescribed in the syllabus as technical, perceptual, tactical, physiological, 

psychological, and physical 

• accurately provided three examples from a physical activity context with accurate descriptions 

of how each factor may affect performance in the learning process. 

This student response excerpt has been included: 

• to demonstrate the accurate determination of three factors that may act as rate limiters on the 

learning process of individuals as prescribed in the syllabus (tactical, physiological, 

psychological) 

• to demonstrate three examples from a physical activity context that accurately describe how 

each factor may affect performance in the learning process (tactical — long jump, 

physiological — 100m sprint, psychological — volleyball). 

Accurate 
determination of three 
factors 

Excerpt 1 
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Accurate 
provision/description 
of three examples from 
a physical activity 
context 

Excerpt 2 

 

General Question 12 

This question required students to: 

• analyse a provided stimulus in determining the variation of interval training in the session 

design, supporting their judgment with evidence from the stimulus 

• evaluate how effectively the training session targeted the energy and fitness requirements of 

a physical activity context engaged with during Unit 4 

• justify the maintenance or modification of this variation of interval training in meeting the 

specific energy and fitness requirements of their selected physical activity context. 

Effective student responses: 

• determined that the variation of interval training was Aerobic Interval Training (AIT), supporting 

their judgment with evidence from the stimulus 

• critically evaluated the effectiveness of AIT in targeting the specific energy and fitness 

requirements of the selected physical activity 

• provided discerning justification of the maintenance or modification of the training session in 

targeting the specific energy and fitness requirements of the selected physical activity, 

demonstrating insightful use of examples. 

This student response excerpt has been included: 

• to demonstrate the accurate determination of the variation as Aerobic interval Training (AIT) 
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• to demonstrate critical evaluation of the effectiveness of AIT in targeting the specific energy 

and fitness requirements of touch football. 

Determines that the 
interval training 
variation is aerobic 
interval training, using 
a feature from the 
stimulus to support 
the response 

Excerpt 1 

 

Provides a critical 
evaluation of the 
effectiveness of 
aerobic interval 
training in targeting 
the specific energy 
and fitness 
requirements of the 
selected physical 
activity 

Excerpt 2 

 

AS Question 12 

This question required students to: 

• explain Bernoulli’s principle with reference to a provided stimulus 

• explain (using the Bernoulli principle) the deliberate manipulation of movement in achieving a 

desired performance outcome. 
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Effective student responses: 

• provided appropriate explanation of Bernoulli’s principle 

• used accurate features from the provided stimulus to support the explanation 

• provided an explanation of the deliberate manipulation of movement to achieve a desired 

performance outcome in a suitable specialised movement sequence 

This student response excerpt has been included: 

• to demonstrate appropriate explanation of Bernoulli’s principle 

• to demonstrate accurate recognition and discerning use of features from the stimulus 

• to show discerning explanation of the deliberate manipulation of movement to achieve a 

desired performance outcome in tennis. 

Appropriate 
explanation of 
Bernoulli’s principle 
and use of features 
from the stimulus 

Excerpt 1 
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Explanation of the 
deliberate 
manipulation of 
movement to achieve a 
desired performance 
outcome in tennis 

Excerpt 2 

 

 

Extended response 

General Question 13 

This question required students to: 

• analyse position specific or event specific components of fitness relevant to optimal 

performance in a selected physical activity. Using this appraisal, students were required to 

make a judgment on the two most important components of fitness relevant to the selected 

physical activity context 

• devise a two session micro-cycle to optimise performance in a relevant movement sequence 

in the selected physical activity context. 

• justify their decisions related to the selected principles of training, training methods and 

recovery principles used within the devised micro-cycle.  

  



 _____________________________________________________________________________________ External assessment 
 

Physical Education subject report 

2021 cohort 
Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority 

February 2022 

Page 39 of 44 
 

Effective student responses: 

• provided a discerning analysis of the relevant components of fitness for the selected physical 

activity, demonstrating discerning links to the selected position or event requirements in 

determining the two most important components of fitness 

• included a relevant two-session micro-cycle, explaining the training sessions using discerning 

links to one specialised movement sequence in the selected physical activity context 

• displayed discerning justification of the selected training methods, principles of training and 

recovery principles in optimising performance; demonstrated insightful use of evidence from 

the devised micro-cycle to support how the selected training methods, principles of training, 

and recovery principles optimise performance, and made discerning links to one specialised 

movement sequence in the physical activity context. 

This student response excerpt has been included: 

• to demonstrate a discerning analysis of the relevant components of fitness for volleyball, 

demonstrating discerning links to the selected position or event requirements in determining 

the two most important components of fitness (power and agility) 

• to provide a discerning justification of the selected training methods, principles of training, and 

recovery principles in optimising performance 

• to demonstrate insightful use of evidence from the devised micro-cycle to support how the 

selected training methods, principles of training, and recovery principles optimise 

performance. 

Analysing components 
of fitness 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• provides a discerning 
analysis of the 
relevant components 
of fitness determining 
the two most 
important 

 
 
 
 
 

• links to the position or 
event requirements 

Excerpt 1 
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• determines the two 
most important 
components of fitness 

Excerpt 1 (continued) 

 



 _____________________________________________________________________________________ External assessment 
 

Physical Education subject report 

2021 cohort 
Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority 

February 2022 

Page 41 of 44 
 

Justification of the 
selected training 
methods, principles of 
training and recovery 
principles 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• provides justification 
of the selected 
training methods, 
principles of training 
and recovery 
principles in 
optimising 
performance 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• demonstrates use of 
evidence from the 
devised micro-cycle to 
support how the 
selected training 
methods, principles of 
training and recovery 
principles optimise 
performance 

Excerpt 2 
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AS Question 14 

This question required students to: 

• analyse a provided case study to identify examples limiting the progression of this learner 

• suggest modifications to better meet the needs of the learner and improve their practice 

environment 

• justify the modifications by considering the features of this stage of learning, practice methods 

and types of feedback. 

Effective student responses: 

• identified examples of what may limit learner progress from the case study 

• provided a justification of modifications to practice methods to optimise the learning 

environment 

• provided a justification of modifications to feedback types to optimise the learning environment 

• provided use of evidence from the case study to support the response making links to the 

features of the cognitive stage of skill acquisition. 

This student response excerpt has been included to demonstrate the identification of features 

from the case study and an insight to the transition into addressing the suggested modifications 

aimed at enhancing the learning environment. 

Identification of 
features in the case 
study limiting learner 
progress 

Excerpt 1 
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• provides justification 
of suggested 
modifications to 
optimise the learning 
environment 

Excerpt 1 (continued) 

 

 
 

• makes links to the 
features of the 
cognitive stage of skill 
acquisition 

Excerpt 2 
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Practices to strengthen 

It is recommended that when preparing students for external assessment, teachers consider: 

• extensive exposure to the syllabus prescribed subject matter, making specific reference to the 

terminology, areas of study and specified examples (General and Alternative Sequence) 

• opportunities to practise the dissection and analysis of stimulus to ascertain relationships, 

features, components and the synthesis of meaning to demonstrate deep knowledge and 

understanding of the application of subject matter prescribed concepts (General and 

Alternative Sequence) 

• improving exposure to opportunities to develop skills in assessment literacy 

• developing the skills to read carefully and purposefully plan and organise a written response 

that acknowledges the required cognitive elements and essential subject matter required by 

the question parameters (General and Alternative Sequence) 

• reinforcing the need for students to read each presented option in a multiple choice item. 
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