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Extended response (45 marks) 

Assessment objectives 
This assessment instrument is used to determine student achievement in the following 
objectives: 

1. recognise and describe information from unseen sources about a health-related topic and
issue

2. comprehend and use health approaches, frameworks and resources

3. analyse and interpret information from unseen sources to identify relationships and draw
conclusions about trends and health impacts

4. critique information from unseen sources to distinguish determinants that influence health
status

5. organise information for a particular purpose

6. synthesise information to develop an action strategy using the diffusion of innovations
model to strengthen, maintain or adapt resources

7. evaluate and reflect on implemented action strategies and justify recommendations that
mediate, advocate and enable health promotion

8. make decisions about and use mode-appropriate features, language and conventions for
particular purposes and contexts.
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Introduction 

The Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority (QCAA) has developed mock external 
assessments for each General senior syllabus subject to support the introduction of external 
assessment in Queensland. 

An external assessment marking guide (EAMG) has been created specifically for each mock 
external assessment.  

The mock external assessments and their marking guides were: 

• developed in close consultation with subject matter experts drawn from schools, subject

associations and universities

• aligned to the external assessment conditions and specifications in General senior syllabuses

• developed under secure conditions.

Purpose 

This document consists of an EAMG and an annotated response. 

The EAMG: 

• provides a tool for calibrating external assessment markers to ensure reliability of results

• indicates the correlation, for each question, between mark allocation and qualities at each

level of the mark range

• informs schools and students about how marks are matched to qualities in student responses.

Mark allocation 

Where a response does not meet any of the descriptors for a question or a criterion, a mark of ‘0’ 

will be recorded.  

Where no response to a question has been made, a mark of ‘N’ will be recorded.
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External assessment marking guide (EAMG) 
Question 1a) (19 marks) 

The response Mark 

• purposefully selects relevant information from the chosen context
• provides a full explanation of how the information shows the relationships between the 3 categories of

resources
• recognises significant barriers and enablers within the context
• provides details about how the relationships impact the post-schooling transition of the Year 12 cohort

7 

• purposefully selects relevant information from the chosen context
• provides an explanation of how the information shows the relationships between the 3 categories of resources
• recognises barriers and enablers within the context
• provides details about how the relationships impact the post-schooling transition of the Year 12 cohort

6 

• selects information from the chosen context
• uses the information to explain the relationships between resources, barriers and enablers within the context
• provides details about the impact on the post-schooling transition of the Year 12 cohort

5 

• selects information from the chosen context
• explains the relationships between resources, barrier or enabler within the context
• links information to the post-schooling transition of the Year 12 cohort

4 

• selects information from the chosen context
• explains a relationship between a resource, barrier or enabler
• links information to the Year 12 cohort

3 

• makes a statement about information from a source within the chosen context 2 

• makes a statement about the chosen context. 1 

• does not match any of the descriptors. 0 
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The response Marks 

• identifies 2 correct data trends evident in the chosen context
• uses information about the trends to provide 2 conclusions about relationships with resources in the

context
• provides details that link the relationships to barriers and enablers for the Year 12 cohort in their post-

schooling transition

6 

• identifies 2 correct data trends evident in the chosen context
• uses information about the trends to draw conclusions about the relationships with resources in the

selected context.
• provides details that link to barriers and enablers in the post-schooling transition of the Year 12 cohort.

5 

• identifies 2 correct data trends evident in the chosen context
• uses information about the trends to provide 2 conclusions about relationships with resources in the

context
• provides details that link to barriers and enablers in the post-schooling transition of the Year 12 cohort

4 

• identifies 1 correct data trend evident in the chosen context
• uses information about the trend to provide 1 conclusion about a relationship with a resource in the context
• links information to barriers and enablers related to the Year 12 cohort

3 

• identifies 1 correct data trend evident in the chosen context
• uses information about the trend to provide 1 conclusion about the context
• links information to the Year 12 cohort

2 

• makes a statement using data from the chosen context 1 

• does not match any of the descriptors. 0 
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The response Mark 

• identifies 2 key determinants from relevant sources
• provides a full explanation of the distinguishing features of the determinants and the

relationship between resources within the chosen context and the Year 12 cohort
• provides details about how the determinants
­ impact the health of the Year 12 cohort
­ are significant for the development of respectful relationships in their post-

schooling transition 

6 

• identifies 2 determinants from relevant sources
• explains the features of the determinants and the relationship between resources

within the chosen context and the Year 12 cohort
• provides details about how the determinants
­ impact health
­ are significant for the Year 12 cohort in their post-schooling transition

5 

• identifies 1 determinant from a relevant source
• explains the features of the determinant and makes links to resources in the chosen

context and the Year 12 cohort
• describes how the determinant
­ impacts health
­ influences the post-schooling transition of the Year 12 cohort

4 

• identifies 1 determinant from a source
• makes links to resources in the chosen context and the Year 12 cohort

3 

• makes a statement about an influencing factor for the Year 12 cohort using a source
from the chosen context

2 

• makes a statement about an influencing factor 1 

• does not match any of the descriptors. 0 
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Question 1b) (20 marks) 

The response Mark 

• purposefully selects relevant information from the innovation
• uses the information correctly to give a full explanation that provides a critical

appraisal of innovation impact using 2 relevant RE-AIM steps and 2 relevant
diffusion process variables

8 

• selects relevant information from the innovation
• uses the information correctly to give a full explanation that provides evidence of

innovation impact using 2 relevant RE-AIM steps and 2 relevant diffusion process
variables

7 

• selects information from the innovation
• uses the information correctly to explain innovation impact using 2 RE-AIM steps

and 2 diffusion process variables

6 

• selects information from the innovation
• uses the information correctly to explain innovation impact using 1 RE-AIM step and

1 diffusion process variable

5 

• selects information from the innovation
• uses the information to explain innovation impact using 1 RE-AIM step or 1 diffusion

process variable

4 

• makes statements about how the innovation could relate to the Year 12 cohort 3 

• includes some information about the innovation 2 

• includes some information. 1 

• does not match any of the descriptors. 0 
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The response Mark 

• purposefully selects relevant information from the innovation
• uses the information to explain how the innovation can impact the health of the

Year 12 cohort based on
­ developing respectful relationships as a general resistance resource in the post-

schooling transition 
­ strengthening, maintaining or adapting resources within the context

6 

• selects relevant information from the innovation
• uses the information to explain how the innovation can impact the health of the

Year 12 cohort based on
­ developing respectful relationships in the post-schooling transition
­ strengthening, maintaining or adapting resources within the context

5 

• selects information from the innovation
• uses the information to explain how the innovation can impact the health of the Year

12 cohort based on
­ developing respectful relationships
­ resources within the context

4 

• links information about how the innovation can impact the health of the Year 12
cohort

3 

• includes some information about the health of the Year 12 cohort 2 

• includes some information 1 

• does not match any of the descriptors. 0 



Health marking guide and response 
Sample external assessment 2020 

Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority 

 

The response Mark 

• purposefully selects relevant information from the Help the helper innovation
• uses the information to give a full explanation of how diffusion of the innovation can

be strengthened based on a relevant diffusion process variable

6 

• selects relevant information from the Help the helper innovation
• uses the information to explain how diffusion of the innovation can be strengthened

based on a relevant diffusion process variable

5 

• selects information from the Help the helper innovation
• uses the information to explain an action strategy for the innovation linking with a

diffusion process variable

4 

• selects information from the Help the helper innovation
• uses the information to explain an action strategy for the innovation to strengthen

diffusion

3 

• includes some information about a diffusion strategy 2 

• includes some information 1 

• does not match any of the descriptors. 0 
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Assessed across parts a) and b) (6 marks) 

The response across parts a) and b) Mark The response across parts a) and b) Mark 

• organises pertinent information in relation to the question by
− selecting source information based on the significance for the

needs of the Year 12 cohort
− sequencing relevant sources

3 • uses the conventions of an extended response accurately to
communicate meaning through the use of written features and
referencing conventions to acknowledge sources

3 

• organises information by selecting and sequencing sources 2 • uses some conventions of an extended response to communicate
meaning through the use of written features and referencing
conventions to acknowledge sources

2 

• includes some information 1 • communicates meaning 1 

• does not match any of the descriptors. 0 • does not match any of the descriptors. 0 

.
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Extended response (45 marks)

Assessment objectives

This assessment instrument is used to determine student achievement in the following objectives:

1.	recognise and describe information from unseen sources about a health-related topic and issue

2.	comprehend and use health approaches, frameworks and resources 

3.	analyse and interpret information from unseen sources to identify relationships and draw conclusions about trends and health impacts

4.	critique information from unseen sources to distinguish determinants that influence health status

5.	organise information for a particular purpose

6.	synthesise information to develop an action strategy using the diffusion of innovations model to strengthen, maintain or adapt resources

7.	evaluate and reflect on implemented action strategies and justify recommendations that mediate, advocate and enable health promotion 

8.	make decisions about and use mode-appropriate features, language and conventions for particular purposes and contexts.
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The Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority (QCAA) has developed mock external assessments for each General senior syllabus subject to support the introduction of external assessment in Queensland.

An external assessment marking guide (EAMG) has been created specifically for each mock external assessment. 

The mock external assessments and their marking guides were:

developed in close consultation with subject matter experts drawn from schools, subject associations and universities

aligned to the external assessment conditions and specifications in General senior syllabuses  

developed under secure conditions.

Purpose

This document consists of an EAMG and an annotated response.

The EAMG:

provides a tool for calibrating external assessment markers to ensure reliability of results

indicates the correlation, for each question, between mark allocation and qualities at each level of the mark range 

informs schools and students about how marks are matched to qualities in student responses.

The annotated response:

demonstrates the qualities of a high-level response 

has been annotated using the EAMG.

Mark allocation

Where a response does not meet any of the descriptors for a question or a criterion, a mark of ‘0’ will be recorded. 
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External assessment marking guide (EAMG)

Question 1a) (19 marks)

		The response

		Mark

		Notes



		purposefully selects relevant information from the chosen context

provides a full explanation of how the information shows the relationships between the 3 categories of resources 

recognises significant barriers and enablers within the context

provides details about how the relationships impact the post-schooling transition of the Year 12 cohort

		7

		Resources can be found within people (personal) and in their immediate (social) or distant (community) environment. Resources can be barriers and enablers to movement towards the ‘ease’ health continuum pole.

Responses will be based on the Health inquiry model and may consider such things as

salutogenic approach

health literacy or social justice

life course perspective.



		purposefully selects relevant information from the chosen context

provides an explanation of how the information shows the relationships between the 3 categories of resources 

recognises barriers and enablers within the context

provides details about how the relationships impact the post-schooling transition of the Year 12 cohort

		6

		



		selects information from the chosen context

uses the information to explain the relationships between resources, barriers and enablers within the context

provides details about the impact on the post-schooling transition of the Year 12 cohort

		5

		



		selects information from the chosen context

explains the relationships between resources, barrier or enabler within the context

links information to the post-schooling transition of the Year 12 cohort

		4

		



		selects information from the chosen context

explains a relationship between a resource, barrier or enabler

links information to the Year 12 cohort

		3

		



		makes a statement about information from a source within the chosen context

		2

		



		makes a statement about the chosen context.

		1

		



		does not match any of the descriptors.

		0

		





		The response

		Marks

		Notes



		identifies 2 correct data trends evident in the chosen context

uses information about the trends to provide 2 conclusions about relationships with resources in the context 

provides details that link the relationships to barriers and enablers for the Year 12 cohort in their post-schooling transition

		6

		Data trends can come from one source or two.

Data trends can come from Source 5 (Context 1) or Source 12 
(Context 2) School disciplinary data.

A future data trend can be projected from Source 2 (Context 1) or Source 9 (Context 2) Year 12 cohort destinations.



		identifies 2 correct data trends evident in the chosen context

uses information about the trends to draw conclusions about the relationships with resources in the selected context.

provides details that link to barriers and enablers in the post-schooling transition of the Year 12 cohort.

		5

		



		identifies 2 correct data trends evident in the chosen context

uses information about the trends to provide 2 conclusions about relationships with resources in the context 

provides details that link to barriers and enablers in the post-schooling transition of the Year 12 cohort

		4

		



		identifies 1 correct data trend evident in the chosen context

uses information about the trend to provide 1 conclusion about a relationship with a resource in the context 

links information to barriers and enablers related to the Year 12 cohort

		3

		



		identifies 1 correct data trend evident in the chosen context

uses information about the trend to provide 1 conclusion about the context 

links information to the Year 12 cohort

		2

		



		makes a statement using data from the chosen context

		1

		



		does not match any of the descriptors.

		0
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		The response

		Mark

		Notes



		· identifies 2 key determinants from relevant sources

· provides a full explanation of the distinguishing features of the determinants and the relationship between resources within the chosen context and the Year 12 cohort

· provides details about how the determinants

impact the health of the Year 12 cohort

are significant for the development of respectful relationships in their post-schooling transition

		6

		Distinguishing features of determinants are that they are unique or different. They can be broader social determinants within the community or more specific determinants.

Responses will be based on the Health inquiry model and may consider such things as

salutogenic approach

AIHW framework for the determinants of health

health literacy or social justice

life course perspective.



		· identifies 2 determinants from relevant sources

· explains the features of the determinants and the relationship between resources within the chosen context and the Year 12 cohort

· provides details about how the determinants 

impact health 

are significant for the Year 12 cohort in their post-schooling transition

		5

		



		· identifies 1 determinant from a relevant source

· explains the features of the determinant and makes links to resources in the chosen context and the Year 12 cohort

· describes how the determinant 

impacts health

influences the post-schooling transition of the Year 12 cohort

		4

		



		· identifies 1 determinant from a source

makes links to resources in the chosen context and the Year 12 cohort

		3

		



		makes a statement about an influencing factor for the Year 12 cohort using a source from the chosen context

		2

		



		makes a statement about an influencing factor

		1

		



		does not match any of the descriptors.

		0

		









Question 1b) (20 marks)

		The response

		Mark

		Notes



		purposefully selects relevant information from the innovation

· uses the information correctly to give a full explanation that provides a critical appraisal of innovation impact using 2 relevant RE-AIM steps and 2 relevant diffusion process variables

		8

		RE-AIM evidence from the stimulus (p.4)

R: Implementation data points 2 and 3

E: 5-year findings points 2, 3, 5 and 7

A: 5-year findings point 2

I: Figure 1 high participation rates indicate high satisfaction; 5-year findings points 1 and 4

M: Figure 1; 5-year findings show maintenance and point 6.



		selects relevant information from the innovation

· uses the information correctly to give a full explanation that provides evidence of innovation impact using 2 relevant RE-AIM steps and 2 relevant diffusion process variables

		7

		



		selects information from the innovation

· uses the information correctly to explain innovation impact using 2 RE-AIM steps and 2 diffusion process variables

		6

		



		selects information from the innovation

· uses the information correctly to explain innovation impact using 1 RE-AIM step and 1 diffusion process variable

		5

		



		selects information from the innovation

· uses the information to explain innovation impact using 1 RE-AIM step or 1 diffusion process variable

		4

		



		· makes statements about how the innovation could relate to the Year 12 cohort

		3

		



		· includes some information about the innovation

		2

		



		· includes some information.

		1

		



		· does not match any of the descriptors.

		0

		











		The response

		Mark

		Notes



		· purposefully selects relevant information from the innovation

· uses the information to explain how the innovation can impact the health of the 
Year 12 cohort based on 

developing respectful relationships as a general resistance resource in the post-schooling transition

strengthening, maintaining or adapting resources within the context

		6

		Responses will be based on the Health inquiry model and may consider such things as

· salutogenic approach

· framework for health promotion action

· health literacy or social justice

· life course perspective

· diffusion of innovations model.



		· selects relevant information from the innovation

· uses the information to explain how the innovation can impact the health of the 
Year 12 cohort based on 

developing respectful relationships in the post-schooling transition

strengthening, maintaining or adapting resources within the context

		5

		



		· selects information from the innovation

· uses the information to explain how the innovation can impact the health of the Year 12 cohort based on 

developing respectful relationships

resources within the context

		4

		



		links information about how the innovation can impact the health of the Year 12 cohort

		3

		



		includes some information about the health of the Year 12 cohort

		2

		



		includes some information

		1

		



		does not match any of the descriptors.

		0

		












		The response

		Mark

		Notes



		· purposefully selects relevant information from the Help the helper innovation

· uses the information to give a full explanation of how diffusion of the innovation can be strengthened based on a relevant diffusion process variable

		6

		Responses could include information about any diffusion process variables

characteristics of the Help the helper innovation

features of the setting for the selected context

characteristics of the Year 12 cohort

characteristics of the change agents.

The most relevant choice is the characteristics of the innovation including relative advantage, compatibility with the Year 12 cohort, complexity, trialability and observability.



		· selects relevant information from the Help the helper innovation

· uses the information to explain how diffusion of the innovation can be strengthened based on a relevant diffusion process variable

		5

		



		· selects information from the Help the helper innovation

· uses the information to explain an action strategy for the innovation linking with a diffusion process variable

		4

		



		· selects information from the Help the helper innovation

· uses the information to explain an action strategy for the innovation to strengthen diffusion

		3

		



		· includes some information about a diffusion strategy

		2

		



		· includes some information

		1

		



		· does not match any of the descriptors.

		0

		










Assessed across parts a) and b) (6 marks)

		The response across parts a) and b)

		Mark

		The response across parts a) and b)

		Mark



		· organises pertinent information in relation to the question by

· selecting source information based on the significance for the needs of the Year 12 cohort 

· sequencing relevant sources

		3

		· uses the conventions of an extended response accurately to communicate meaning through the use of written features and referencing conventions to acknowledge sources

		3



		· organises information by selecting and sequencing sources

		2

		uses some conventions of an extended response to communicate meaning through the use of written features and referencing conventions to acknowledge sources

		2



		· includes some information

		1

		communicates meaning

		1



		· does not match any of the descriptors.

		0

		does not match any of the descriptors.

		0







.

Sample response

		







Critiquing

Purposefully identifies 
2 key determinants …shows how the determinants impact the health of the Year 12 cohort and the significance for the development of respectful relationships in the post-schooling transition.





































Interpreting

Purposefully identifies 
2 correct data trends…uses the information correctly to draw conclusions…link the relationships to the Year 12 cohort in their post-schooling transition.







Analysing

Purposefully selects relevant information…shows the relationship between the resources recognising barriers and enablers…

































Organising

Organises information to complete a context analysis and needs assessment by selecting and sequencing sources is evident throughout Part A.



Communicating

Uses the conventions of an extended response accurately is evident throughout Part A.





Justifying

Purposefully selects relevant information from sources…uses the information correctly to explain how the innovation can impact the health of the Year 12 cohort.





Organising

Organises information to complete a context analysis and needs assessment by selecting and sequencing sources is evident throughout Part B.



Communicating

Uses the conventions of an extended response accurately is evident throughout Part B.





Evaluating

Purposefully selects relevant information from sources…uses the information correctly to give a full explanation that provides a critical appraisal of innovation impact using 2 relevant RE-AIM steps and 2 relevant diffusion process variables.



Strengthening diffusion

Purposefully selects relevant information…uses the information correctly to give a full explanation of how diffusion of the innovation can be strengthened based on a relevant diffusion process variable.







		Part A (19 marks)

The cohort for Context 2 would be impacted significantly by the diffusion of the ‘Help the helper’ innovation within their school setting enabling the development of respectful relationships in the post-schooling transition. This transition is a period of heightened emotion, vulnerability and instability as young people gain greater independence and focus on their post-schooling work or education trajectories. Successful navigation is reliant on accessing new and optimising existing personal, social and community resources. The resources within Context 2 can be strengthened by diffusion of the ‘Help the helper’ innovation which will provide the supportive environment necessary for the Year 12 cohort to develop respectful relationships as a general resistance resource, enabling them to flourish in their post-schooling transition. 

The health of the Year 12 cohort in Context 2 is most likely impacted by their level of health literacy alongside key social and economic determinants. The self-efficacy of the Year 12s is a key personal resource as they have high confidence in accessing health information and some confidence in their application of that information to enhance their own health (Source 13). Their critical health literacy skills are the most significant area of need to mitigate stressors by ‘evaluat(ing) barriers and facilitators and advocate for action strategies to enhance the health of self and others’ (Source 13). 

Most of the Year 12 cohort would be transitioning to an employment trajectory if the 2017 data (70.5%) is indicative for the current cohort (Source 9). This correlates with the identified possibilities and aspirations for the future which are focused around academic success, financial security and having a stable social support network (Source 11). The school supportive environment is improving with suspension and cancellation rates declining and exclusion rates relatively constant despite an increasing school population (Source 12). This indicates respectful relationships are improving within the school setting.  

Source 8 notes ‘1 in 5 parents/caregivers have sole custody and earn low incomes’ which is acknowledged as a significant stressor by the Year 12s in Source 10 where family conflict/family breakdown was identified as the number one future concern. This indicates the Year 12s are aware of the capacity of the past, evident in the sole custody and low-income data (Source 8), shaping their future unless they can access the necessary resources to overcome these barriers enabling movement towards ‘ease’.

Social connectedness is a key resource to provide stability and mitigate stressors for a successful post-schooling transition and could be developed through volunteer involvement. Enabling volunteer opportunities for the Year 12s would create opportunities for positive emotion, social connectedness in authentic face-to-face relationships, meaningfulness and accomplishment which in turn would enhance their resilience as a general resistance resource and the ability of the cohort to thrive. There are 103 organisations within the community with opportunities for volunteers but only 15 of those have sufficient volunteer support (Source 14). This key community resource can provide the supportive environment necessary for the Year 12 cohort to develop respectful relationships in their post-schooling transition and facilitate movement towards ‘ease’. (500 words)

Part B (26 marks)

The Context 2 Year 12 cohort would be impacted most significantly by diffusion of the ‘Help the helper’ innovation within the school setting. The characteristics of the innovation that influenced the success and speed of adoption for trial schools highlight the likely adoption within the intended Context 2 target audience. Diffusion will be positively influenced by the socio-cultural features of the setting that will enable social connectedness and the development of respectful relationships within the post-schooling transition.

The most significant diffusion process variables of the ‘Help the helper’ program are the compatibility and observability characteristics of the innovation and features of the setting. The ‘Help the helper’ program is compatible with the social connectedness and critical health literacy needs of intended Year 12 audience. The key purpose of the 4-day camp is social connectedness and developing critical health literacy skills is a module in the volunteering program. (Source, p 3) The outcomes of the 4-day camp are also compatible with the Context 2 school motto. This increases the likelihood of the school as an organisation adopting the innovation, which is essential before diffusion to the Year 12 cohort.

The trial school findings highlight diffusion results are observable and easily measured which will be significant attributes to advocate for adoption by the Context 2 school. The features of the setting will enable uptake because the volunteer organisations within the local community are existing resources that have capacity to provide opportunities to implement volunteer programs. This will enable the Year 12 cohort to develop respectful relationships in their post-schooling transition and facilitate movement towards ‘ease’.

The effectiveness of the ‘Help the helper program’ is highlighted by the positive outcomes in the trial schools notably ‘a decrease in reported bullying incidents’, and a ‘significant increase in their levels of positive emotion, meaning and accomplishment’ (Source, p 4) The program is ‘highly valued in annual school surveys’ indicating a positive health impact and a high level of satisfaction. Implementation in the trial schools has clearly been successful, as intended and costs were mitigated by the ‘state government grants (that) partially fund the program’. Implementation satisfaction was evident in trial school participation rates which increased by 42% in the first two-years and maintained consistently high rates over 90% from years 3–5 (Figure 1) indicating the innovation has been institutionalised in the trial schools and local community groups. 

A diffusion action strategy should initially advocate for adoption by the Context 2 school based on the effectiveness of the ‘Help the helper program’ alongside the social connectedness and critical health literacy skill benefits for the Year 12 cohort. The school could trial the program in the first year with the Year 11 and 12 student leaders who could mentor future student leaders in the second year to maximise participation within future Year 12 cohorts. This diffusion strategy can provide the supportive environment necessary to strengthen the social connectedness of the Year 12 cohort enabling the development of respectful relationships and facilitating movement towards ‘ease’. (498 words)
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