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Legal Studies

Time allowed
• Planning time — 15 minutes

• Working time — 120 minutes

General instructions
• Answer all questions in this question and

response book.

• Write using black or blue pen.

• Respond in paragraphs consisting of full sentences.

• Planning paper will not be marked.

Section 1 (16 marks)
• 4 short response questions

Section 2 (18 marks)
• 1 extended response question

External assessment

Question and response book
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Given name/s
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Section 1

Instructions
• If you need more space for a response, use the additional pages at the back of this book.

 – On the additional pages, write the question number you are responding to.

 – Cancel any incorrect response by ruling a single diagonal line through your work.

 – Write the page number of your alternative/additional response, i.e. See page …

 – If you do not do this, your original response will be marked.

• This section has four questions and is worth 16 marks.

QUESTION 1 (2 marks)
Define ratification and describe its purpose with respect to international treaties.
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QUESTION 2 (5 marks)
What type of right is the right to trial by jury? Explain two ways in which  80 of the Australian 
Constitution limits the right to trial by jury.

The Australian Constitution: Section 80 — Trial by jury

The trial on indictment of any offence against any law of the Commonwealth shall be by jury,  
and every such trial shall be held in the State where the offence was committed, and if the offence 
was not committed within any State the trial shall be held at such place or places as the Parliament 
prescribes.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Do not write outside this box.

3 of 14

QUESTION 3 (5 marks)
Explain how the Constitution strengthens and weakens the federal government’s power to legislate in 
response to human rights issues. Refer to two sections of the Constitution to support your answer.
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QUESTION 4 (4 marks)
Describe the purpose of royal commissions and explain their effectiveness in protecting human rights in 
Australia. Use an example from a relevant Australian royal commission to support your answer.
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Section 2

Instructions
• Respond in 400 600 words.

• This section has one question and is worth 18 marks.

QUESTION 5 (18 marks)
Referring to Stimulus 1 7 in the stimulus book, examine two different viewpoints to analyse the 
effectiveness of the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 ( ) in protecting the rights of people with 
disabilities who use assistance animals. Evaluate both viewpoints to decide the extent to which this 
legislation protects their human rights.
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END OF PAPER
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ADDITIONAL PAGE FOR STUDENT RESPONSES
Write the question number you are responding to.
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ADDITIONAL PAGE FOR STUDENT RESPONSES
Write the question number you are responding to.
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Write the question number you are responding to.
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Excerpt from the Commonwealth of Australia Constitution Act (The Constitution), sourced from 
the Federal Register of Legislation at 1 November 2019.  For the latest information on Australian 
Government law please go to https://www.legislation.gov.au. Used under licence  Creative Commons 
Attribution 4.0  (CC BY 4.0).
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