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Short response (40 marks) 

Assessment objectives 
This assessment instrument is used to determine student achievement in the following 
objectives: 

1. define and use terminology relating to maintaining, retaining and recognising the culture
and identity of Aboriginal peoples and/or Torres Strait Islander peoples within the context of
reconciliation and recognition

2. demonstrate an understanding of the connection between land, language, culture, time,
place and relationships within Aboriginal societies and/or Torres Strait Islander societies
within the context of reconciliation and recognition

3. analyse worldviews of Aboriginal peoples and/or Torres Strait Islander peoples through
identifying, examining and considering these within the context of reconciliation and
recognition

5. evaluate the significance of cultural interaction by assessing the impact of responses
related to reconciliation and recognition

6. create responses that communicate ideas related to reconciliation and recognition within
sentences and short paragraphs.

Note: Unit objective 4 is not assessed in this assessment instrument. 
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Introduction 

The Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority (QCAA) has developed mock external 
assessments for each General senior syllabus subject to support the introduction of external 
assessment in Queensland. 

An external assessment marking guide (EAMG) has been created specifically for each mock 
external assessment.  

The mock external assessments and their marking guides were: 

• developed in close consultation with subject matter experts drawn from schools, subject

associations and universities

• aligned to the external assessment conditions and specifications in General senior syllabuses

• developed under secure conditions.

Purpose 

This document consists of an EAMG and an annotated response. 

The EAMG: 

• provides a tool for calibrating external assessment markers to ensure reliability of results

• indicates the correlation, for each question, between mark allocation and qualities at each

level of the mark range

• informs schools and students about how marks are matched to qualities in student responses.

Mark allocation 

Where a response does not meet any of the descriptors for a question or a criterion, a mark of ‘0’ 

will be recorded.  

Where no response to a question has been made, a mark of ‘N’ will be recorded.
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External assessment marking guide (EAMG) 
Question The response Mark 

1 • describes the term reconciliation referring to all three features 4 

• describes the term reconciliation referring to two features 3 

• describes the term reconciliation referring to one feature 2 

• makes a statement about reconciliation 1 

• does not satisfy any of the above descriptions. 0 
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Question The response Mark 

2 • provides a detailed explanation of the significance of Country/Place using evidence from two sources
• links the explanation to two reasons why understanding the significance of Country/Place is important

for reconciliation

6 

• provides a detailed explanation of the significance of Country/Place using evidence from two sources
• links the explanation to one reason why understanding the significance of Country/Place is important

for reconciliation

5 

• provides an explanation of the significance of Country/Place using evidence from one source
• links the explanation to one reason why understanding the significance of Country/Place is important

for reconciliation

4 

• provides an explanation of Country/Place using evidence from one source
• makes statements about why Country/Place is important for reconciliation

3 

• provides description of Country/Place
• makes a statement about why Country/Place is important

2 

• provides a description of Country/Place
OR 

• makes a statement about why Country/Place is important
OR 

• makes a relevant statement about reconciliation

1 

• does not satisfy any of the above descriptions. 0 
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Question The response Mark The response Mark 

3 • identifies all six components of the holistic framework
• links the components of the holistic framework to the stimulus
• provides an explanation of how the components contribute to a holistic

understanding of interconnection

9 • communicates meaning in a coherent and fluent response
• uses spelling, punctuation and grammar proficiently

4 

• identifies five components of the holistic framework
• links the components of the holistic framework to the stimulus
• provides an explanation of how the components contribute to a holistic

understanding of interconnection

8 • communicates meaning in a coherent response
• uses spelling, punctuation and grammar proficiently

3 

• identifies four components of the holistic framework
• links the components of the holistic framework to the stimulus
• provides an explanation of how the components contribute to a holistic

understanding of interconnection

7 • communicates meaning
• demonstrates inconsistent control of spelling, grammar

and/or punctuation

2 

• identifies three components of the holistic framework
• links the components of the holistic framework to the stimulus
• provides an explanation of how the components contribute to a holistic

understanding of interconnection
OR 

• identifies the six components of the holistic framework
• describes the link between the components of the holistic framework

and the stimulus

6 • communicates some meaning
• demonstrates inconsistent control of spelling, grammar

and/or punctuation

1 

• identifies two components of the holistic framework
• links the components of the holistic framework to the stimulus
• provides an explanation of how the components contribute to an

understanding of interconnection
OR 

• identifies four components of the holistic framework
• describes the link between the components of the holistic framework

and the stimulus

5 • does not satisfy any of the above descriptions. 0 
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Question The response Mark The response Mark 

• identifies one component of the holistic framework
• links the component of the holistic framework to the stimulus
• provides an explanation of how the component contributes an

understanding of interconnection
OR 

• identifies two components of the holistic framework
• describes the link between the components of the framework and the

stimulus

4 

• makes relevant statements about interconnection
• describes components of the framework in the stimulus

3 

• makes a statement about interconnection
• describes features of the stimulus

2 

• makes relevant statements about interconnection
OR 

• describes features of the stimulus

1 

• does not satisfy any of the above descriptions. 0 
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Question The response Mark The response Mark 

4 • makes a judgement about the extent to which ‘continuity and
connectedness’ is demonstrated

• provides a detailed explanation of continuity and connectedness
• refers to relevant evidence from the stimulus

7 • communicates meaning in a coherent and fluent response
• uses spelling, punctuation and grammar proficiently

4 

• makes a judgement about the extent to which ‘continuity and
connectedness’ is demonstrated

• provides an explanation of continuity and connectedness
• refers to relevant evidence from the stimulus

6 • communicates meaning in a coherent response
• uses spelling, punctuation and grammar proficiently

3 

• provides a judgment about continuity and connectedness
• provides an explanation of continuity and connectedness
• refers to relevant evidence from the stimulus

5 • communicates meaning
• demonstrates inconsistent control of spelling, grammar and/or

punctuation

2 

• provides a judgment about continuity or connectedness
• provides an explanation of continuity or connectedness
• refers to evidence from the stimulus

4 • communicates some meaning
• demonstrates inconsistent control of spelling, grammar and/or

punctuation

1 

• provides an explanation of continuity or connectedness
• refers to evidence from the stimulus

3 • does not satisfy any of the above descriptions. 0 

• describes continuity or connectedness in the stimulus 2 

• makes a relevant statement about continuity or connectedness 1 

• does not satisfy any of the above descriptions. 0 
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Question The response Mark 

5 • evaluates four events against the goal
• provides relevant evidence from the four events to support the evaluation
• provides a conclusion about the extent to which the events achieve the goal
• proposes future actions for reconciliation based on the evaluation

6 

• evaluates four events against the goal
• provides relevant evidence from the four events to support the evaluation
• provides a conclusion about the extent to which the events achieve the goal
• proposes future actions for reconciliation

5 

• evaluates three events against the goal
• provides relevant evidence from the three events to support the evaluation
• provides a conclusion about the extent to which the events achieve the goal
• proposes future actions for reconciliation

4 

• evaluates two events against the goal
• provides relevant evidence from the two events to support the evaluation
• provides a conclusion about the extent to which the events achieve the goal
• makes a relevant statement about reconciliation

3 

• describes an event from the stimulus
• makes a relevant statement about future action based on the events

2 

• describes an event from the stimulus
OR 

• makes a relevant statement about future action

1 

• does not satisfy any of the above descriptions. 0 


	Short response (40 marks)
	Assessment objectives

	External assessment marking guide (EAMG)
	 Sample response
	Question 1 (4 marks)
	Question 2 (6 marks)
	Question 3 (13 marks)
	Question 4 (11 marks)
	Question 5 (6 marks)





		



		Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Studies marking guide and response 

Sample external assessment 2020



Short response (40 marks)

Assessment objectives

This assessment instrument is used to determine student achievement in the following objectives:

1.	define and use terminology relating to maintaining, retaining and recognising the culture and identity of Aboriginal peoples and/or Torres Strait Islander peoples within the context of reconciliation and recognition

[bookmark: _Hlk479415151]2.	demonstrate an understanding of the connection between land, language, culture, time, place and relationships within Aboriginal societies and/or Torres Strait Islander societies within the context of reconciliation and recognition

[bookmark: _Hlk479415216]3.	analyse worldviews of Aboriginal peoples and/or Torres Strait Islander peoples through identifying, examining and considering these within the context of reconciliation and recognition

5.	evaluate the significance of cultural interaction by assessing the impact of responses related to reconciliation and recognition

[bookmark: _Hlk479265599]6.	create responses that communicate ideas related to reconciliation and recognition within sentences and short paragraphs.

Note: Unit objective 4 is not assessed in this assessment instrument.
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[bookmark: _Toc484080553]Introduction 

The Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority (QCAA) has developed mock external assessments for each General senior syllabus subject to support the introduction of external assessment in Queensland.

An external assessment marking guide (EAMG) has been created specifically for each mock external assessment. 

The mock external assessments and their marking guides were:

developed in close consultation with subject matter experts drawn from schools, subject associations and universities

aligned to the external assessment conditions and specifications in General senior syllabuses  

developed under secure conditions.

Purpose

This document consists of an EAMG and an annotated response.

The EAMG:

provides a tool for calibrating external assessment markers to ensure reliability of results

indicates the correlation, for each question, between mark allocation and qualities at each level of the mark range 

informs schools and students about how marks are matched to qualities in student responses.

The annotated response:

demonstrates the qualities of a high-level response 

has been annotated using the EAMG.

Mark allocation

Where a response does not meet any of the descriptors for a question or a criterion, a mark of ‘0’ will be recorded. 

Where no response to a question has been made, a mark of ‘N’ will be recorded.
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[bookmark: _Toc491854653]External assessment marking guide (EAMG)

		Question

		The response

		Mark 

		Notes



		1



		describes the term reconciliation referring to all three features 

		4

		Features may include: 

encompasses ideas that reconciliation is between Aboriginal peoples and Torres Strait Islander peoples and non-indigenous peoples 

acknowledges past wrongs and their impact on Aboriginal peoples and Torres Strait Islander peoples 

recognises the need to create equality and equity.



		

		describes the term reconciliation referring to two features 

		3

		



		

		describes the term reconciliation referring to one feature 

		2

		



		

		makes a statement about reconciliation 

		1

		



		

		does not satisfy any of the above descriptions.

		0
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		Question

		The response

		Mark

		Notes 



		2



		provides a detailed explanation of the significance of Country/Place using evidence from two sources  

links the explanation to two reasons why understanding the significance of Country/Place is important for reconciliation

		6

		Evidence may include:

significance of Country/Place as dreaming sites 

significance of Country/Place to wellbeing and identity 

the significance of place is transferred from one generation to the next   

loss of culture results in grief, illness and sadness.



		

		provides a detailed explanation of the significance of Country/Place using evidence from two sources

links the explanation to one reason why understanding the significance of Country/Place is important for reconciliation

		5

		



		

		provides an explanation of the significance of Country/Place using evidence from one source

links the explanation to one reason why understanding the significance of Country/Place is important for reconciliation

		4

		



		

		provides an explanation of Country/Place using evidence from one source

makes statements about why Country/Place is important for reconciliation

		3

		



		

		provides description of Country/Place 

makes a statement about why Country/Place is important

		2

		



		

		provides a description of Country/Place 

OR

makes a statement about why Country/Place is important

OR

makes a relevant statement about reconciliation 

		1

		



		

		does not satisfy any of the above descriptions. 

		0

		












		Question

		The response

		Mark

		The response

		Mark 



		3



		identifies all six components of the holistic framework

links the components of the holistic framework to the stimulus

provides an explanation of how the components contribute to a holistic understanding of interconnection

		9

		communicates meaning in a coherent and fluent response 

uses spelling, punctuation and grammar proficiently

		4



		

		identifies five components of the holistic framework

links the components of the holistic framework to the stimulus 

provides an explanation of how the components contribute to a holistic understanding of interconnection

		8

		communicates meaning in a coherent response

uses spelling, punctuation and grammar proficiently

		3



		

		identifies four components of the holistic framework

links the components of the holistic framework to the stimulus 

provides an explanation of how the components contribute to a holistic understanding of interconnection

		7

		communicates meaning 

demonstrates inconsistent control of spelling, grammar and/or punctuation 

		2



		

		identifies three components of the holistic framework

links the components of the holistic framework to the stimulus 

provides an explanation of how the components contribute to a holistic understanding of interconnection

OR

identifies the six components of the holistic framework

describes the link between the components of the holistic framework and the stimulus

		6

		communicates some meaning 

demonstrates inconsistent control of spelling, grammar and/or punctuation

		1



		

		identifies two components of the holistic framework

links the components of the holistic framework to the stimulus 

provides an explanation of how the components contribute to an understanding of interconnection

OR

identifies four components of the holistic framework

describes the link between the components of the holistic framework and the stimulus

		5

		does not satisfy any of the above descriptions. 

		0



		

		

		

		

		



		

		identifies one component of the holistic framework

links the component of the holistic framework to the stimulus 

provides an explanation of how the component contributes an understanding of interconnection

OR

identifies two components of the holistic framework

describes the link between the components of the framework and the stimulus

		4

		



		

		makes relevant statements about interconnection

describes components of the framework in the stimulus

		3

		



		

		makes a statement about interconnection

describes features of the stimulus

		2

		



		

		 makes relevant statements about interconnection 

OR

describes features of the stimulus

		1

		



		

		does not satisfy any of the above descriptions. 

		0

		



		Notes



		The holistic framework is: land, language, culture, time, place, relationships.












		Question

		The response

		Mark

		The response

		Mark



		4



		makes a judgement about the extent to which ‘continuity and connectedness’ is demonstrated

provides a detailed explanation of continuity and connectedness

refers to relevant evidence from the stimulus  

		7

		communicates meaning in a coherent and fluent response 

uses spelling, punctuation and grammar proficiently 

		4



		

		makes a judgement about the extent to which ‘continuity and connectedness’ is demonstrated

provides an explanation of continuity and connectedness

refers to relevant evidence from the stimulus  

		6

		communicates meaning in a coherent response

uses spelling, punctuation and grammar proficiently

		3



		

		provides a judgment about continuity and connectedness 

provides an explanation of continuity and connectedness

refers to relevant evidence from the stimulus  

		5

		communicates meaning 

demonstrates inconsistent control of spelling, grammar and/or punctuation 

		2



		

		provides a judgment about continuity or connectedness

provides an explanation of continuity or connectedness

refers to evidence from the stimulus

		4

		communicates some meaning

demonstrates inconsistent control of spelling, grammar and/or punctuation

		1



		

		provides an explanation of continuity or connectedness

refers to evidence from the stimulus

		3

		does not satisfy any of the above descriptions. 

		0



		

		describes continuity or connectedness in the stimulus

		2

		

		



		

		makes a relevant statement about continuity or connectedness  

		1

		

		



		

		does not satisfy any of the above descriptions. 

		0

		

		



		Notes



		Evidence of continuity may include:

intergenerational transfer of knowledge 

knowledge of Dreaming places

reading signs of Country/Place.

Evidence of connectedness may include:

spiritual connection to place through Dreaming

physical connection to place through being on Country. 







		Question

		The response

		Mark



		5



		evaluates four events against the goal

provides relevant evidence from the four events to support the evaluation 

provides a conclusion about the extent to which the events achieve the goal 

proposes future actions for reconciliation based on the evaluation

		6



		

		evaluates four events against the goal

provides relevant evidence from the four events to support the evaluation 

provides a conclusion about the extent to which the events achieve the goal 

proposes future actions for reconciliation 

		5



		

		evaluates three events against the goal

provides relevant evidence from the three events to support the evaluation 

provides a conclusion about the extent to which the events achieve the goal 

proposes future actions for reconciliation

		4



		

		evaluates two events against the goal

provides relevant evidence from the two events to support the evaluation 

provides a conclusion about the extent to which the events achieve the goal 

makes a relevant statement about reconciliation

		3



		

		describes an event from the stimulus 

makes a relevant statement about future action based on the events

		2



		

		describes an event from the stimulus

OR

makes a relevant statement about future action 

		1



		

		does not satisfy any of the above descriptions. 

		0
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 Sample response

		



describes the term reconciliation referring to all three features 





		[bookmark: _GoBack]Question 1 (4 marks)

Reconciliation in Australia is the process of acknowledging the past history of Aboriginal Peoples and Torres Strait Islander Peoples with the view to strengthening and improving the relationship with non-indigenous Australians.  Recognising that past practices led to the disenfranchisement of Aboriginal Peoples and Torres Strait Islander peoples and resulted in embedded racism is an important aspect of reconciliation. Actions to overcome racism will give Aboriginal Peoples and Torres Strait Islander peoples long denied respect as Australia’s first peoples and help achieve the goal of reconciliation, to create a society where there is equity and equality for all Australians.



		



provides a detailed explanation of the significance of Country/Place using evidence from two sources

links the explanation to two reasons why understanding the significance of Country/Place is important for reconciliation 

		Question 2 (6 marks)

Country/place is significant for Aboriginal people because it is the both the birth place and the resting place of their ancestors, both their old people and their creation ancestors from the Dreaming. This significance is evident in both Sources 1 and 2. In Source 1 the mountain Gulaga is shown to be the resting place of the creator of the Yuin peoples, along with other ancestors both human and animal. In source 2 the artist talks about her family’s knowledge of ‘every dreamtime rock hole’ and how her grandparents tell their dreaming to stay strong. The importance for reconciliation is recognising that connectedness to Country/Place, by physically being on Country or through knowing songlines, telling Dreaming and depicting it in art, gives people strength, heals their grief and provides a way to reconcile the loss of culture that has caused “the multifaceted issues faced by the nation’s First Peoples”.



		



identifies all the components of the holistic framework

links the components of the holistic framework to the stimulus

provides an explanation of how the components contribute to a holistic understanding of interconnection







		Question 3 (13 marks)

The six components of Dr Ernie Grant’s framework are Land, Language, Culture, Time, Place and Relationships.  Land includes everything that comes from and returns to the land including water, animals, plants and people which can be seen in the source references to the earth, sky (wind) and water (lake Walala and creek) - ancestors (rainbow serpent), people (the women in their country), plants (trees) and animals (dolphin). The interconnection is evident in their shared creation. All of the song line is in the Language of the Yanyuwa peoples - Rrumburriya, Wakabirarra, Jawathama creating interconnection through shared understanding/ancestry. Culture is evident in the source as an understanding of the roles and responsibilities shown and practiced through the kujika and the ceremony returning the rainbow serpent to the Walala. This creates interconnection through belonging as exhibited by inherited practice. Time contextualises land, language and culture. It is a continual connection to past, present and future. Time is never ending and therefore interconnected; shown here by the movement across ancient kujika by people in the present to return the rainbow serpent to the Walala for the future. Place creates the interconnection between the physical and spiritual aspects of being as everything is connected to a place and this is observed in relationships and ceremony, the women; the land; the rainbow serpent; and the ceremony location. Relationships are with and between people, plants animals, ancestors and country. These relationships determine knowledge and responsibilities to be shared from generation to generation creating an ongoing interconnection to all that is and all that has been. 

· communicates meaning in a coherent and fluent response

· uses spelling, punctuation and grammar proficiently





		



makes a judgment about the extent to which ‘continuity and connectedness’ is demonstrated

provides detailed explanations of continuity and connectedness

refers to relevant evidence from the stimulus







		Question 4 (11 marks)

Catherine Liddle’s account clearly and strongly demonstrates continuity and connectedness through exploring her spiritual and physical connection to Place. When Catherine asks, ‘What if I told you I can travel through time and worlds?’ she is referring to Aboriginal Peoples’ connection to their Country and the continuing nature of that connection through generational transfer of knowledge - from her ancestors, to her grandmother, to herself. The connection to Country and the understanding of the significance of place is conveyed in the description as ‘enigmatic’ and ‘ethereal’ – connecting it and her to the spiritual past of her Dreaming, as does the description of the tree branches ‘whistling a song particular to this country’.  When Catherine’s grandmother pats the earth, calling Catherine to sit beside her she leaves her ‘handprint in the red sand’, an ancient symbol of connectedness to Place for many Aboriginal Peoples. Catherine is acquiring the knowledge of generations from her grandmother by observing her actions (sitting in the ‘shaded canopy of a giant desert oak’ ‘burning seeds’ the way the old people have done for time immemorial) and listening to her stories (the history and need to be re-connected to Country felt by her grandmother in the retelling of her fight for and return to Country in the 1970’s). At the same time Catherine is planning for the future by digging a ‘septic pit’. The interaction of ‘past, present and future’ comes together to reflect the connectedness of Aboriginal peoples to their country, their Dreaming and the relationships that ensure continuity.

· communicates meaning in a coherent and fluent response

· uses spelling, punctuation and grammar proficiently











		





evaluates four events against the goal

provides relevant evidence from the four events to support the evaluation 

provides a conclusion about the extent to which the events achieve the goal

proposes future actions for reconciliation based on the evaluation





		Question 5 (6 marks)

The Council for Aboriginal reconciliation was established with the aim of “promoting reconciliation between Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders and the wider Australian Community”. It can be seen from the State of Reconciliation in Australia Report (2016) that there has been a positive change in attitudes towards accepting Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Cultures, but this has not resulted in improved behaviours.   Changing attitudes can be seen in Paul Keating’s Redfern Speech and the Walk for Reconciliation, while the proposals made in the Uluru Statement from the Heart highlight that institutional behaviour is yet to change.  Soon after implementing the Reconciliation Council Paul Keating delivered the Redfern Speech which can be seen as having a positive impact on reconciliation as he was the first Prime Minister to acknowledge the devastating impact of government policies on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. Although this was a positive step in the early days of reconciliation, the fact that in 2017 the Uluru Statement from the Heart is still calling for recognition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples in the Constitution, seventeen years after 250000 people in the Walk for Reconciliation called for the same action in 2000, it could be argued that not much has been achieved. The Uluru Statement also calls for a Makarrata which is a process of ‘truth telling’. This truth telling, in combination with Constitutional recognition of Aboriginal Peoples and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, would be a significant step in achieving the aims of the Reconciliation Council to start a process of reconciliation.
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