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Investigation — inquiry response (25%)

This sample has been compiled by the QCAA to assist and support teachers to match evidence
in student responses to the characteristics described in the instrument-specific marking guide
(ISMG).

Assessment objectives

This assessment instrument is used to determine student achievement in the following
objectives:

1. define and use terminology related to maintaining and retaining the culture and identity of
Aboriginal peoples and/or Torres Strait Islander peoples within the context of resilience

2. demonstrate an understanding of the connection between land, language, culture, time,
place and relationships within Aboriginal societies and/or Torres Strait Islander societies
within the context of resilience

3. analyse worldviews of Aboriginal peoples and/or Torres Strait Islander peoples through
identifying, examining and considering these within the context of resilience

4. consider and organise information related to cultural expression as a form of resilience
through which Aboriginal culture and identity and/or Torres Strait Islander culture and
identity are maintained and retained

5. evaluate the significance of cultural expression as a form of resilience through which
Aboriginal culture and identity and/or Torres Strait Islander culture and identity are
maintained and retained

6. create an analytical essay that communicates ideas related to cultural expression as a form
of resilience through which Aboriginal culture and identity and/or Torres Strait Islander
culture and identity are maintained and retained.
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Instrument-specific marking guide (ISMG)

Criterion: Defining, using and demonstrating understanding

Assessment objectives

1. define and use terminology related to maintaining and retaining the culture and identity of
Aboriginal peoples and/or Torres Strait Islander peoples within the context of resilience

2. demonstrate an understanding of the connection between land, language, culture, time,
place and relationships within Aboriginal societies and/or Torres Strait Islander societies
within the context of resilience

The student work has the following characteristics:

¢ thorough and accurate use of terminology related to maintaining and retaining the culture
and identity of Aboriginal peoples and/or Torres Strait Islander peoples, with the meaning
of words, phrases and concepts correct in all key aspects

e comprehensive and appropriate identification of the connection between land, language,
culture, time, place and relationships within Aboriginal societies and/or Torres Strait 5-6
Islander societies through the form of cultural expression selected

¢ detailed explanations of the connection between land, language, culture, time, place and
relationships within the context of resilience, with inaccuracies or omissions not being
significant to the response.

¢ use of appropriate terminology related to maintaining and retaining the culture and
identity of Aboriginal peoples and/or Torres Strait Islander peoples, but with the meaning
of some words, phrases and/or concepts characterised by inaccuracies or omissions

¢ some identification of the connection between land, language, culture, time, place and
relationships within Aboriginal societies and/or Torres Strait Islander societies through the 34
form of cultural expression selected

¢ explanations of the connection between land, language, culture, time, place and
relationships within the context of resilience are evident, but with some errors or
omissions.

¢ use of terminology related to maintaining and retaining the culture and identity of
Aboriginal peoples and/or Torres Strait Islander peoples, but with the meaning of words,
phrases and/or concepts characterised by significant inaccuracies and/or omissions
throughout the response

e one or more statements on the connection between land, language, culture, time, place 1-2
and relationships through the form of cultural expression selected and/or within the
context of resilience

o significant errors and/or omissions within statements are evident throughout the

response.
¢ does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 0
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Criterion: Analysing

Assessment objective

3. analyse worldviews of Aboriginal peoples and/or Torres Strait Islander peoples through
identifying, examining and considering these within the context of resilience

The student work has the following characteristics:

¢ considered analysis of worldviews of Aboriginal peoples and/or Torres Strait Islander
peoples evident in the form of cultural expression selected

« substantial examination of the identified worldviews within the context of resilience 4-5
¢ an understanding of worldviews generally supports the analysis.
¢ partial analysis of worldviews of Aboriginal peoples and/or Torres Strait Islander peoples

evident in the form of cultural expression selected 93

e some consideration of the identified worldviews within the context of resilience
¢ a basic understanding of worldviews affects the analysis.

¢ one or more statements are made on worldviews of Aboriginal peoples and/or Torres
Strait Islander peoples evident in the form of cultural expression selected

¢ statements based on a simplistic and/or erroneous understanding of worldviews within 1
the context of resilience

« significant inaccuracies and/or use of irrelevant information affects the analysis.

¢ does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 0
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Criterion: Evaluating

Assessment objective

5. evaluate the significance of cultural expression as a form of resilience through which
Aboriginal culture and identity and/or Torres Strait Islander culture and identity are
maintained and retained

The student work has the following characteristics:

o justified evaluation of the extent to which cultural expression as a form of resilience has

contributed to Aboriginal culture and identity and/or Torres Strait Islander culture and

identity being maintained and retained

justification supported by assessing and examining cultural expression as a form of 4-5
resilience through using considered reasoning, with use of the selected form of cultural

expression evident

reasoning is generally accurate within the evaluation in relationship to the hypothesis

established.

evaluation of the extent to which cultural expression as a form of resilience has
contributed to Aboriginal culture and identity and/or Torres Strait Islander culture and
identity being maintained and retained is evident

. . . . 2-3
¢ evaluation supported by assessing and examining cultural expression as a form of
resilience through basic and appropriate reasoning
¢ inaccuracies within the reasoning affect the evaluation in the response.
¢ superficial evaluation of the extent to which cultural expression as a form of resilience has
contributed to Aboriginal culture and identity and/or Torres Strait Islander culture and
identity being maintained and retained is evident
o statements related to cultural expression are based on a simplistic understanding and/or 1
are unclear
e significant inaccuracies and/or irrelevant information throughout the response affect the
evaluation.
¢ does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 0
Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Studies v1.1 Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority
IA3 high-level annotated sample response March 2019

Page 4 of 11



Criterion: Considering, organising and creating

Assessment objectives

4. consider and organise information related to cultural expression as a form of resilience
through which Aboriginal culture and identity and/or Torres Strait Islander culture and identity
are maintained and retained

6. create an analytical essay that communicates ideas related to cultural expression as a form
of resilience through which Aboriginal culture and identity and/or Torres Strait Islander culture
and identity are maintained and retained

The student work has the following characteristics:

e a variety of primary and secondary sources is used effectively in response to the

succinct, with ideas conveyed logically in relation to the hypothesis devised 4-5

genre, language (spelling, grammar, punctuation) and recognised referencing
conventions are adhered to, with minimal errors.

relevant primary and secondary sources are used in response to the hypothesis
conveys ideas that are related to the hypothesis devised

genre, language (spelling, grammar, punctuation) and recognised referencing 2-3
conventions are generally adhered to, but with some errors evident throughout the

some use of primary and/or secondary sources is evident
conveys ideas not related to the hypothesis devised 1

frequent and/or significant errors in genre, language (spelling, grammar, punctuation)
and/or referencing conventions impede communication of ideas.

¢ does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 0
Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Studies v1.1 Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority
IA3 high-level annotated sample response March 2019

Page 5 of 11



Task

Cultural expression has been used to maintain and retain culture and identity for Aboriginal peoples and
Torres Strait Islander peoples. Cultural expression in the form of art, dance, drama, film, literature and
music has been used as a significant expression of resilience.

Task

Investigate and evaluate one form of cultural expression used to maintain and retain the culture and
identity of Aboriginal peoples or Torres Strait Islander peoples. Evaluate the significance of this form of
cultural expression within the context of resilience.

Present your response in an analytical essay.
To complete this task, you must:

¢ select a form of cultural expression from the list below

- art, e.g. by Albert Namatjira (Western Arrente), Alick Tipoti (Badu, Wakaydh and Agan), Brian
Robinson (Waiben), Lin Onus (Yorta Yorta), Papunya Arts Movement, Thanakupi (Thaynakwith
Elder), Ricardo Idagi (Mer)

- dance, e.g. Bangarra Dance Company, Gheona Gela (Koedal and Waumer woman), Vicky Van Hout
(Wiraduri)
- drama, e.g. The Rabbits, Black Diggers, Pecan Summer.

¢ develop a hypothesis to investigate the extent to which the chosen form of cultural expression has
contributed to the resilience of Aboriginal peoples or Torres Strait Islander peoples

¢ |locate and use primary and secondary sources

¢ explain and analyse worldviews of Aboriginal peoples or Torres Strait Islander peoples evident in the
form of cultural expression with regard to the connection between land, language, culture, time, place
and relationships

¢ evaluate the significance of cultural expression as a form of resilience through which Aboriginal culture
and identity or Torres Strait Islander culture and identity is maintained and retained

e support your analysis and evaluation with evidence organised from sources

¢ present your response using the conventions of an analytical essay using appropriate terminology and
referencing.

Sample response

Criterion Marks allocated Result
Defining, using and demonstrating understanding
- 6 6
Assessment objectives 1 and 2
Analysing 7 7
Assessment objective 3
Evaluating 7 7
Assessment objective 5
Considering, organising and creating
L 5 4
Assessment objectives 4 and 6
Total 25 24
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Criterion: Defining, using
and demonstrating
understanding [5-6]

thorough and accurate use of
terminology

The response employs terms
such as dispossession, cultural
expression, and ethnicity.

comprehensive and
appropriate identification of the
connection between land,
language, culture, time, place
and relationships

detailed explanations of the
connection between land,
language, culture, time, place
and relationships

The response identifies distinct
cultural groups and traditional
practices associated with life
on the islands.

Criterion: Analysing [6—7]

The response reasons that
Christian missionaries could
easily exert influence on the
practices of various nations
within the Torres Strait
because of their familiarity with
Pacific Islander peoples arising
from historical cultural

Hypothesis: Both contemporary and traditional dancing plays a vital
role in maintaining the culture and identity of Torres Strait Islander
people, and being able to express culture in this way is a
cornerstone of resilience.

Resilience is defined as “the capacity to recover quickly from
difficulties” (Dictionary.com, 2018). The people of the Torres
Strait Islands have had to be extremely resilient over the years,
with the Europeans bringing dispossession and multiple threats
to their culture and way of life. However, they have demonstrated
resilience through expressing their culture. One of the most
important parts of Torres Strait Islander culture is dance, which is
expressed in both contemporary and traditional formats. Almost
every Islander, young or old, participates in dancing and this
form of cultural expression is vital for maintaining strength of
culture in the future.

The Islanders have been settled in the Torres Straits for
approximately 2,500 years, originally coming overland from
Papua New Guinea (BBC News, 2018). Their lives are and have
always been centered around the ocean, which permeates every
aspect of Torres Strait Islander culture. Dance is one of the
aspects of the Torres Strait Islands that clearly shows the
influence of the sea, with fishing implements, headdress motifs
and ships being commonly used (Kuipers, 2018). Each island
had distinct differences in language, culture (including dance)
and customs, and until the 20th century Islanders did not even
think of themselves as one people (Shnukal, 2001). Today,
people live on 17 main islands, however before the
dispossession caused by Europeans many more islands were
inhabited and Islanders often return to their traditional home
islands to garden and fish (Creative Spirits, 2018). Torres Strait
Islanders belonged to five different groups based on ethnicity,
ties to mainland Australia/Papua New Guinea, and geographical
areas. These groups still exist today, and are traditionally called
Saibailgal (Top Western Islands), Maluilgal (Mid-Western
Islands), Kaurareg (Lower Western Islands), Kulkalgal (Central
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interactions. It examines the
impact of both Polynesian and
Christian influences on Torres
Strait Islander worldviews,
practiced through traditional
rituals and beliefs such as
headhunting.

Criterion: Analysing [6—7]

The response identifies the
impact of missionaries on
worldview and that the survival
of traditional practices
represents resilience.

Criterion: Defining, using
and demonstrating
understanding [5-6]

comprehensive and
appropriate identification of the
connection between land,
language, culture, time, place
and relationships

Criterion: Analysing [6—7]

Criterion: Analysing [6—7]

Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Studies v1.1

Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies 2018).
These songs and the accompanying dances explain aspects of
Island life such as important events, the movement of the stars
and winds, the purpose of the marine creatures in the ocean and
the myths and legends of the Strait (Australian Institute of
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Criterion: Defining, using
and demonstrating
understanding [5—6]

comprehensive and
appropriate identification of the
connection between land,
language, culture, time, place
and relationships

The response discusses
cultural transmission of
knowledge from generation to
generation.

Criterion: Evaluating [6-7]

__________________

Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Studies v1.1

older people to the younger, and is learnt both in the Islands and
at many of the schools in the Far North Queensland region.
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Criterion: Evaluating [6-7]

Criterion: Defining, using
and demonstrating
understanding [5—6]

thorough and accurate use of
terminology

Criterion: Evaluating [6-7]

The response returns to the
hypothesis and the definition of
resilience to exemplify that
contemporary practicing of
cultural traditions is a form of
resilience.

Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Studies v1.1

demonstrates the incredible resilience of the Islanders and the

of traditional sequences and material and is blended with
contemporary style dancing as an expression of the effect of the
Gub (winds) on the land, sea and community, specifically the
Zey, which are winds that blow from the south (ABC Splash,

Criterion: Considering, organising and creating [4-5]

Throughout the response the following characteristics are evident:
e avariety of primary and secondary sources is used effectively in
response to the hypothesis
e  succinct, with ideas conveyed logically in relation to the hypothesis devised
e  genre, language (spelling, grammar, punctuation) and recognised
referencing conventions are generally adhered to, but with some errors
evident throughout the response.
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