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Source 1
Extract from a letter sent by Father Ernest Worms to his colleagues in Austria, 1935

At the end of January, I sent a complete skeleton of a big Indigenous person to Limburg ... I found it in
a crouching position wrapped in bark, in the fork of a tree — an old form of burial. I would like to put
forward one request. Please avoid mention of my name and the location of my findings. It is forbidden
to export anthropological or ethnological findings without government approval.

Source 2

Dr Eva-Maria Stange, a German Minister for Education and Research, speaking at a 2019
ceremony about returning human remains to Aboriginal communities

They became scientific objects but we don’t see them as objects any more. We give dignity back to the
deceased, and their families. These are the victims of unethical research and colonialism. It took a long
time, in my opinion far too long, for this restitution to take place. This I deeply regret. I can only offer
my sincerest apology.

Source 3

Yawuru' law boss Neil McKenzie leads a repatriation ceremony at the Australian embassy in
Berlin, Germany

At the ceremony, the remains of more than 40 Indigenous Australians were handed back to their
community.

1 the Yawuru People are the Traditional Owners of the lands and waters in and around the town of Broome in the Kimberley
region of northern Western Australia
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Source 4
A reflection on time as understood by the Yanyuwa Peoples of the south-west Gulf of Carpentaria

The old people had a very detailed weather calendar. They recognised five seasons and they had names
for all of the different kinds of winds and rains that could happen in those seasons. Many of these
winds and seasons are Dreamings over Yanyuwa country. The cold season belongs to the Black Nosed
Python Dreaming (a-Buburna) and belongs to the Wurdaliya Clan. The wet season has a lot to do with
the Rainbow Serpent (Bujimala) and the Rain Dreamings. The old people talk about the weather thus,
‘the cold season comes and so does the fog, it is dangerous and belongs to her, the Black Nosed Python.
Later, the Rainbow Serpent will come at another time, he is for the rain, the wet season’.

Source 5

Excerpt from an article by Dr Duane Hamacher, Lecturer in Indigenous Astronomy at the
University of New South Wales, writing about ‘A shark in the stars: astronomy and culture in the
Torres Strait’ (from the Kala Lagaw Ya dialects of the Western and Central islands)

Tagai 1s important for navigation, as the Southern Cross (his left hand) points in the direction of south.

The stars tell Islanders when to plant their gardens, when to hunt turtle and dugong, when the monsoon
season arrives, when the winds change, and many other important aspects of daily life.

For example, when Tagai’s left hand (the Southern Cross) dips into the sea, Islanders know the wet season
(Kuki) s about to begin. The rising of Usal and Utimal (Pleiades and Orion) in mid-November tells
Islanders that turtle and dugong are mating and that it's time to plant their gardens in anticipation of the
coming Kuki season.
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Source 7

Recognising the Olkola connection

This stimulus has not been published for copyright reasons.
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Source 8

Excerpt from the presentation to the National Aboriginal Conference, 1981

This stimulus has not been published for copyright reasons.

Source 9
Excerpt from the Barunga Statement, 1988

We call on the Commonwealth Parliament to negotiate with us a Treaty recognising our prior ownership,
continued occupation and sovereignty and affirming our human rights and freedom.

Source 10
Excerpt from former Prime Minister Paul Keating’s Redfern Speech, 1992

The message should be that there is nothing to fear or to lose in the recognition of historical truth,
or the extension of social justice, or the deepening of Australian social democracy to include Indigenous
Australians.

We cannot imagine that the descendants of people whose genius and resilience maintained a culture

here through fifty thousand years or more, through cataclysmic changes to the climate and environment,
and who then survived two centuries of dispossession and abuse, will be denied their place in the modern
Australian nation.

Source 11
Quote from Professor Larissa Behrendt, 2003

Symbolic recognition that could alter the way Australians see their history will also affect their views on
the kind of society they would like to become. It would alter the symbols and sentiments Australians use
to express their identity and ideals. It would change the context in which debates about Indigenous issues
and rights take place. It would alter the way the relationship between Indigenous and non-Indigenous
Australia is conceptualised. These shifts will begin to permeate them. In this way, the long-term effects
of symbolic recognition could be quite substantial.

2 aTreaty of Commitment to be entered into between the Australian Government and Aboriginal Nations
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