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The purpose of this document is to support teaching and learning in the Essential English classroom. Syllabus objectives inform unit objectives, which in turn inform assessment objectives. In Units 3 and 4, Objective 5 requires students to explain how language features and text structures shape:
perspectives on community, local and global issues in media, and invite particular responses
meaning in popular culture texts and invite particular responses. 
This is an example of a scaffold to use with students to help them demonstrate Objective 5 when they answer questions about how texts create representations. The scaffold supports students to focus their attention on how language features and text structures in a stimulus shape perspectives and position audiences. 
The question always drives the choices students make when they select information from the stimulus to support their explanations.
Both language features and text structures share a relationship with each component of Objective 5. 

Examples of a language feature and a text structure have been provided in the following tables. You can add extra rows for your own examples as required.


Language features in stimulus
	Evidence from stimulus, e.g. quote or reference
	Language feature
	How does the language feature shape a perspective?
	What is its effect on the audience? What is it directing audiences to feel, see or think? How is it inviting particular responses?

	‘The large metal claws flew open with a snap before seizing the leafy palm tree in their steely grip.’
	Metaphor
	Referring to the claws as being able to ‘fly’ and ‘seize’ shapes them into a powerful predator capable of a rapid attack, and able to hurtle through the air at speed with claws outstretched. This comparison shapes a perspective of the metal claws being powerful harbingers of environmental destruction, along with the human beings who create and use them.
	The sharpness and speed of the claws seizing the defenseless palm tree create a sombre mood and a sense of doom about the future of rainforests.
Readers are positioned to loathe the claws and feel concern for the environment as the claws fly open and gouge into the palm’s foliage.

	[Enter text]	[Enter text]	[Enter text]	[Enter text]
	[Enter text]	[Enter text]	[Enter text]	[Enter text]
	[Enter text]	[Enter text]	[Enter text]	[Enter text]

[bookmark: _Toc488841098][bookmark: _Toc492538028]


Text structures in stimulus
	Evidence from stimulus, e.g. quote or reference
	Text structure
	How does the text structure shape a perspective?
	What is its effect on the audience? What is it directing audiences to feel, see or think? How is it inviting particular responses?

	One of the commenters on the blog describes an experience with storms to explain why she feels so strongly about them.
	Personal story
	Using a personal story in the middle of her comment about the powerful, negative effect the storm has had on her for years shapes a perspective of how destructive natural forces can be and how the effects can be lasting. 

	The commenter’s story is her personal life experience. The audience is privy to her thoughts and feelings and is therefore positioned to relate to her — to feel as if they know her and appreciate her pain and fear.
Readers are positioned to empathise with her and to recognise that, for some people, nature can be as destructive as it can be calming.
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Identify and explain a language feature, e.g. a simile compares a webpage with a shining beacon.


Explain how that language feature shapes a perspective, e.g. that the webpage is an important, trustworthy place to gain knowledge.


Explain how that language feature invites particular responses, e.g. arouses reader respect for the webpage and a desire to use it.
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