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[bookmark: _Hlk16522831]This scaffold resource provides students with a strategy for unpacking CIA stimulus in a systematic way to demonstrate their knowledge of critical literacy (and the manipulative nature of texts) through Assessment objectives 3, 4 and 5. 
Revisions to Assessment objective 4 in the 2025 Essential English syllabus require that in the CIA:
students explain two opinions in the written stimulus 
students explain two opinions and/or ideas in the visual stimulus. 
This scaffold may also assist students prepare for the IA3 where opinions and/or ideas are assessed. This document complements the 2025 Essential English syllabus personal and group resilience resources on the QCAA Portal.
How to use this resource: Using the examples in the tables below as a guide, type information into the yellow shaded fields. 
Question (written stimulus): Knowledge application
Examples are from the QCAA Personal resilience resource: Written stimulus 1.
	Representations
	Opinions
	Language features
	Text structures

	The concept of personal resilience is represented as:
requiring work and focus — we need to actively and consciously focus on building personal resilience during difficult times, often when we most want to give up/give in
a mindset that can be developed with practice and effort
being similar to cast iron because it is tough; is strong; enables endurance in times of struggle

	Opinions about personal resilience include:
‘know that you come from a long line of cast-iron folk’ — Gramps is emphasising that the Smithies are good examples of personal resilience because they ventured into the unknown, faced loneliness and other obstacles, and managed it well
‘You will find your place’ — that moving and changing schools, while difficult, is a great way to learn how to become personally resilient and adapt to new life experiences.
	Language features include:
a fact of ‘68 years ago’ reflects the timelessness and stability of personal resilience once forged and emphasises a perspective of how lessons learnt have permanently affected Gramps’s social and emotional intelligence, creating personal resilience that has lasted a lifetime
arouses respect for Gramps’s years of experience and the knowledge that he is now passing onto his grandson.
	Text structures include:
use of a personal letter demonstrates a close relationship between the writer and Billie, suggesting a positive familial relationship and shapes a perspective that Billie’s wellbeing is important, suggesting an underlying care and concern about him overcoming emotional challenges
invites readers to connect intimately with both individuals and consider the worth of working on being personally resilient themselves.

	The concept of [insert text] is represented as:
[insert text]
	Opinions about  [insert text] include:
[insert text]
	Language features include:
[insert text, e.g. a simile shapes a perspective/positions audiences]
	Text structures include:
[insert text, e.g. the location of a description shapes a perspective/positions an audience]


Question (visual stimulus): Knowledge application
Examples are from the QCAA Personal resilience resource: Visual stimulus 2.
	Representations
	Opinions and/or ideas
	Language features
	Text structures

	Representations about personal resilience — that it:
helps us adapt to difficult situations, no matter what they are, evidenced by the plant growing in a bleak, grey, inhospitable environment (if the plant can overcome, we can)
is a way of accepting our limitations gracefully and finding ways to achieve goals regardless of life circumstances
is evident in the natural world — the creator wants to emphasise the importance of emulating nature’s durability and how we can learn from it, and even be inspired by it
	Opinions about personal resilience include:
‘The me I want to be!’, which expresses the text creator’s intention to be like the flower — flourishing even during difficult/bleak times
Ideas about personal resilience — the personal reflective journal shapes the idea:
that optimism has a place in the process of reflection, which in turn, builds personal resilience by engaging in positive thoughts (words in the journal are optimistic) 

	Language features include:
the use of an underlined title stresses to readers the central idea of personal resilience and how it connects everything on both pages and highlights the pivotal role of personal resilience in achieving success in difficult circumstances
arouses respect for the writer’s conviction about personal resilience being a key strategy in achieving success and their desire to become personally resilient
	Text structures include:
three handwritten arrows on the left-hand side of the reflective journal draw the reader’s gaze towards the plant on the right and it’s a deliberate choice that connects the writer with the image, and a desire to flourish just like the plant
strengthens the perspective that personal resilience is real, viable and possible, positioning audiences to accept it is also possible for them

	Representations about [insert text] — that it:
[insert text]
	Opinions about [insert text, e.g. a cultural assumption/an attitude] include:
[insert text, e.g.  is an admirable trail]

Ideas about [insert text] include:
[insert text]
	Language features include:
[insert text, e.g. a simile shapes a perspective/positions audiences]
	Text structures include:
[insert text, e.g. the location of an object shapes perspectives/ positions audiences]
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