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Extended response — written response

This sample has been compiled by the QCAA to assist teachers in developing assessment and
matching evidence in student responses to the characteristics described in the instrument-
specific standards.

This response was developed by a student exiting Essential English in 2025. The instrument-
specific standards have been updated to reflect the revised wording of objectives 1, 3, 4 and 6
in the 2025 syllabus.
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Instrument-specific standards (ISS)

Knowledge application

Organisation and development

The student response has the following characteristics:

effective construction of representations of an
identity, place, event and/or concept in a written
response to achieve purpose/s

effective use of opinions and/or ideas to
influence meaning about an aspect of an
Australian popular culture text in a written
response to achieve purpose/s

appropriate construction of representations of
an identity, place, event and/or concept in a
written response to achieve purpose/s

appropriate use of opinions and/or ideas to
influence meaning about an aspect of an
Australian popular culture text in a written
response to achieve purpose/s

uneven construction of representations of an
identity, place, event and/or concept in a written
response to achieve purpose/s

uneven use of opinions and/or ideas to
influence meaning about an aspect of an
Australian popular culture text in a written
response to achieve purpose/s

¢ appropriate use of genre, using media where
appropriate

¢ some control of the role of the writer to
influence audiences to accept perspectives
about an aspect of an Australian popular
culture text

e appropriate selection and sequencing of
relevant subject matter using written cohesive
devices to construct a coherent response

¢ use of genre, including media where
appropriate

¢ use of the role of the writer to influence
audiences to accept perspectives about an
aspect of an Australian popular culture text

¢ in the main, relevant subject matter selected
and sequenced using written cohesive devices
to construct a coherent response

Textual features

appropriate choice of language informed by an
understanding of purpose, audience and
context

appropriate use of written language features to
achieve purpose/s

in the main, appropriate choice of language
informed by an understanding of purpose,
audience and context

in the main, use of written language features to
achieve purpose/s
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Knowledge application

Organisation and development

Textual features

Grade

¢ narrow construction of representations of e uneven use of genre ¢ inconsistent choice of language with some D
identities, places, events and/or concepts in a o some establishment of a relationship with an demonstration of understanding of purpose,
written response audience audience and context
e narrow use of opinions and/or ideas in a written |  some relevant subject matter selected and ¢ some use of written language features, with
response. unevenly sequenced using some cohesive frequent lapses.
devices.
The student response does not match any of the | The student response does not match any of the E

The student response does not match any of the
descriptors above.

descriptors above.

descriptors above.
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Context

In this unit, we explore a range of contemporary Australian popular culture texts, which include
autobiographies and creative non-fiction.

Task

Write a series of diary entries (2-3) from the perspective of a character from A Long Way Home
by Saroo Brierley.

In your 2—3 diary entries:
¢ reflect that person’s opinions and/or ideas, including your own interpretation of them

¢ select an event and/or place that resonated with you (this enables you to describe them
authentically as you weave your own interpretations of this character into your diary entries)

e draw upon that person’s personal experiences.

In your 2—3 diary entries, influence audiences to accept your views and help them understand
why you feel the way you do.

Sample response

Criterion Result

Knowledge application
Assessment objective/s 3, 4

Organisation and development

N A
Assessment objective/s 1, 2,6, 7
Textual features
Assessment objective/s 8, 9
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The annotations show the match to the instrument-specific standards.
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lists the full terms and conditions, which specify certain exceptions to the licence. |
Attribution: © State of Queensland (QCAA) 2026 www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/copyright.

Other copyright material in this publication is listed below.

1. Student work samples used with permission.
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