
 


   

 
 

English and English as an 
Additional Language marking 
guide and response 
External assessment 2023 

Extended response (45 marks) 
Assessment objectives 
This assessment instrument is used to determine student achievement in the following objectives: 

1. use patterns and conventions of an analytical essay to respond to an unseen question/task 

2. establish and maintain the role of essay writer and relationships with readers 

3. analyse perspectives and representations of concepts, identities, times and places in a 
literary text 

4. analyse the ways cultural assumptions, attitudes, values and beliefs underpin a literary text 
and invite audiences to take up positions 

5. analyse the effects of aesthetic features and stylistic devices in a literary text 

6. select and synthesise subject matter to support perspectives in an essay response to an 
unseen question/task 

7. organise and sequence subject matter to achieve particular purposes 

8. use cohesive devices to emphasise ideas and connect parts of an essay 

9. make language choices for particular purposes in an essay 

10. use grammar and language structures for particular purposes in an essay 

11. use written features to achieve particular purposes in an essay. 
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Purpose 
This document consists of a marking guide and a sample response. 

The marking guide: 

• provides a tool for calibrating external assessment markers to ensure reliability of results 

• indicates the correlation, for each question, between mark allocation and qualities at each 
level of the mark range 

• informs schools and students about how marks are matched to qualities in student responses. 

The sample response: 

• demonstrates the qualities of a high-level response 

• has been annotated using the marking guide. 

Mark allocation 
Where a response does not meet any of the descriptors for a question or a criterion, a mark of ‘0’ 
will be recorded. 

Where no response to a question has been made, a mark of ‘N’ will be recorded. 

 













ana!Ysis of the 
writer's.choices 

examines how the 
writer's stylistic or 
aesthetic choices 
shape the text 

provides an 
authoritative 
interpretation of 
these stylistic or 
aesthetic choices 

�ncing_and 
.Q[Qfil!isatiQn 

demonstrates 
logical sequencing 
of information and 
ideas in and 
between 
paragraphs 

.. rue.s .ome....austatoLV...i.maa ... of drinking_hot blood.cleartv positions.the.audience.to.see.how Hamlet is 
setting_aside_all moral qualms to Pfepare.himself to kill_to_avenge_his father .. The_reference to the 
day in_these_lines could be symbolic of God -_another reference_to_the_fact_that_God.disapproves 
of r�pavjng_ violence with. violence. Jt is this.night.that.Hamlet imoulsive!,y murders_Polonius_in .his 
mother's room

.,_ 
mistaking.him for the king. Even thou.9.tl Hamlet has. killed the father of Opj,elia

.,
.his 

romantic interes!,. he does.not.show anJ'..remorse for his actions ... referrin.9. to Polonius as_'the.9.uts' 
and making puns as he drags his body from the room. In this scene, the audience sees that Hamlet, 
because he has dedicated himself to getting revenge and put morality aside, is now able to murder 
without feeling _or.regret. 

lllililflllil:�MSil�����cla.:filtitlifl!H:il:ifilli:Wllli:�:4dtue1r:tll.l&ll,�I qu i � a 1-1,� i e • ' i • 
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to accept that a great number of innocent p§opte ma_y have to die to achieve the 'honourable' 
ambition of a prince. The audience is.then.not surprised that Hamlet.organises the death.of.his old 
friends,.Rosencrantz and Guildenstern

.._ 
at the hands of the .EngJish, and justifies.his actions by 

sayin_g that.the.two .unlucky.men. came.between_the_'fell incensed points of.mt9htv o_pposites' .. This 
metaphor clearly o-0sitions the reader to view Hamlet as.havina.no.reaard for the.lives of his friends 
-.they are.but collateral damage_in a fiQht.between himself and.the king. 

In the last act, we see Hamlet's response to Ophelia's death. Although Hamlet does express 
sadness at Ophelia's passing, he does not see himself as responsible for her suicide and is 
shocked that Laertes is angry at him, even though Laertes's situation is a mirror image of his own. 
The moment he made up his mind to get revenge at any cost, Hamlet became indifferent to the 
damage he had done. This decision directly caused the deaths of four relatively innocent 
characters. 

While seekin.9._to ave119.e his father's deatlJ.,_Hamlet undoubted,rL does more harm than.9.ood. The 
moment he dedicates himself to the path of revenge, Hamlet accepts that innocent people will have 
to die and shows no remorse for the collateral damage that is �ft..�-�J.@ .. b his ruthless determination 
to kill King Claudius. By showing the destruction Hamlet causes when he dedicates himself to 
revenge, Shakespeare reinforces the point that paying back violence with violence can only lead to 
further tragedy. 
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