
 

 

23
00

49
 

 
 

 

Visual Art subject report 
2022 cohort 
February 2023 

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/copyright


 

 

 

ISBN 

Electronic version: 978-1-74378-251-4 

 © State of Queensland (QCAA) 2023 
Licence: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0 | Copyright notice: www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/copyright —  
lists the full terms and conditions, which specify certain exceptions to the licence. |  
Attribution (include the link): © State of Queensland (QCAA) 2023 www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/copyright. 

Other copyright material in this publication is listed below. 

1. With the exception of any third-party material contained within a student response, student responses in this 
report are licensed under the CC BY 4.0 licence. 

 

 

Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority 
PO Box 307 Spring Hill QLD 4004 Australia 

Phone: (07) 3864 0299 
Email:  office@qcaa.qld.edu.au 
Website: www.qcaa.qld.edu.au 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/copyright
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/copyright
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/copyright
mailto:office@qcaa.qld.edu.au
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/copyright


 

Contents 
▌  Introduction ____________________________________________ 1 

Audience and use .............................................................................................................. 1 
Report preparation............................................................................................................. 1 

▌  Subject data summary ___________________________________ 2 
Subject completion............................................................................................................ 2 
Units 1 and 2 results ......................................................................................................... 2 
Units 3 and 4 internal assessment (IA) results .................................................................. 2 

Total marks for IA ............................................................................................................... 2 
IA1 marks ............................................................................................................................ 3 
IA2 marks ............................................................................................................................ 4 
IA3 marks ............................................................................................................................ 5 

External assessment (EA) marks ...................................................................................... 6 
Final subject results .......................................................................................................... 6 

Final marks for IA and EA ................................................................................................... 6 
Grade boundaries ............................................................................................................... 7 
Distribution of standards ..................................................................................................... 7 

▌  Internal assessment _____________________________________ 8 
Endorsement ...................................................................................................................... 8 
Confirmation ....................................................................................................................... 8 

▌  Internal assessment 1 (IA1) _______________________________ 9 
Investigation — inquiry phase 1 (15%) .............................................................................. 9 

Assessment design ............................................................................................................ 9 
Assessment decisions ...................................................................................................... 11 

▌  Internal assessment 2 (IA2) ______________________________ 21 
Project — inquiry phase 2 (25%) ..................................................................................... 21 

Assessment design .......................................................................................................... 21 
Assessment decisions ...................................................................................................... 22 

▌  Internal assessment 3 (IA3) ______________________________ 41 
Project — inquiry phase 3 (35%) ..................................................................................... 41 

Assessment design .......................................................................................................... 41 
Assessment decisions ...................................................................................................... 42 

▌  External assessment ___________________________________ 53 
Examination (25%) .......................................................................................................... 53 

Assessment design ........................................................................................................... 53 
Assessment decisions ....................................................................................................... 53 

 



 

Visual Art subject report 
2022 cohort 

Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority 
February 2023 

Page 1 of 60 
 

Introduction 
 

Throughout 2022, schools and the QCAA worked together to further consolidate the new 
Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE) system. The familiar challenges of flood disruption 
and pandemic restrictions were managed, and the system continued to mature regardless. 

We have now accumulated three years of assessment information, and our growing experience of 
the new system is helping us to deliver more authentic learning experiences for students. An 
independent evaluation will commence in 2023 so that we can better understand how well the 
system is achieving its goals and, as required, make strategic improvements. The subject reports 
are a good example of what is available for the evaluators to use in their research. 

This report analyses the summative assessment cycle for the past year — from endorsing internal 
assessment instruments to confirming internal assessment marks, and marking external 
assessment. It also gives readers information about: 

• how schools have applied syllabus objectives in the design and marking of internal assessments 

• how syllabus objectives have been applied in the marking of external assessments 

• patterns of student achievement. 

The report promotes continuous improvement by: 

• identifying effective practices in the design and marking of valid, accessible and 
reliable assessments 

• recommending where and how to enhance the design and marking of valid, accessible and 
reliable assessment instruments 

• providing examples, including those that demonstrate best practice. 

Schools are encouraged to reflect on the effective practices identified for each assessment, 
consider the recommendations to strengthen assessment design and explore the authentic student 
work samples provided. 

Audience and use 
This report should be read by school leaders, subject leaders and teachers to: 

• inform teaching and learning and assessment preparation 
• assist in assessment design practice 
• assist in making assessment decisions 
• help prepare students for external assessment. 

The report is publicly available to promote transparency and accountability. Students, parents, 
community members and other education stakeholders can use it to learn about the assessment 
practices and outcomes for General subjects (including alternative sequences (AS) and Senior 
External Examination (SEE) subjects, where relevant) and General (Extension) subjects. 

Report preparation 
The report includes analyses of data and other information from endorsement, confirmation and 
external assessment processes. It also includes advice from the chief confirmer, chief endorser and 
chief marker, developed in consultation with and support from QCAA subject matter experts. 
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Subject data summary 
 

Subject completion 
The following data includes students who completed the General subject or AS. 

Note: All data is correct as at 31 January 2023. Where percentages are provided, these are 
rounded to two decimal places and, therefore, may not add up to 100%. 

Number of schools that offered the subject: 337. 

Completion of units Unit 1 Unit 2 Units 3 and 4 

Number of students 
completed 4215 3987 3352 

Units 1 and 2 results 
Number of students Satisfactory Unsatisfactory 

Unit 1 3784 431 

Unit 2 3708 279 

Units 3 and 4 internal assessment (IA) results 
Total marks for IA 
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IA1 marks 
IA1 total 

 

IA1 Criterion: Developing — generating 
solutions 

 IA1 Criterion: Researching — reacting to 
stimulus 

 

 

 

IA1 Criterion: Reflecting — considering ideas 
and information 

 IA1 Criterion: Resolving — communicating as 
artist and audience 
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IA2 marks 
IA2 total 

 
IA2 Criterion: Developing — generating 
solutions 

 IA2 Criterion: Researching — reacting to 
stimulus 

 

 

 
IA2 Criterion: Reflecting — considering ideas 
and information 

 IA2 Criterion: Resolving — communicating as 
artist and audience 
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IA3 marks 
IA3 total 

 
IA2 Criterion: Developing — 
generating solutions 

 IA2 Criterion: Researching — reacting 
to stimulus 

 

 

 
IA2 Criterion: Reflecting — considering ideas 
and information 

 IA2 Criterion: Resolving — communicating as 
artist and audience 
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External assessment (EA) marks 

 

Final subject results 
Final marks for IA and EA 
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Grade boundaries 
The grade boundaries are determined using a process to compare results on a numeric scale to 
the reporting standards. 

Standard A B C D E 

Marks 
achieved 100–84 83–64 63–46 45–16 15–0 

Distribution of standards 
The number of students who achieved each standard across the state is as follows. 

Standard A B C D E 

Number of 
students 715 1273 1097 262 5 
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Internal assessment 
 

The following information and advice relate to the assessment design and assessment decisions 
for each IA in Units 3 and 4. These instruments have undergone quality assurance processes 
informed by the attributes of quality assessment (validity, accessibility and reliability). 

Endorsement 
Endorsement is the quality assurance process based on the attributes of validity and accessibility. 
These attributes are categorised further as priorities for assessment, and each priority can be 
further broken down into assessment practices. 

Data presented in the Assessment design section identifies the reasons why IA instruments were 
not endorsed at Application 1, by the priority for assessments. An IA may have been identified 
more than once for a priority for assessment, e.g. it may have demonstrated a misalignment to 
both the subject matter and the assessment objective/s. 

Refer to QCE and QCIA policy and procedures handbook v4.0, Section 9.5. 

Percentage of instruments endorsed in Application 1 

Number of instruments submitted IA1 IA2 IA3 

Total number of instruments 336 336 337 

Percentage endorsed in Application 1 78% 81% 88% 

Confirmation 
Confirmation is the quality assurance process based on the attribute of reliability. The QCAA uses 
provisional criterion marks determined by teachers to identify the samples of student responses 
that schools are required to submit for confirmation. 

Confirmation samples are representative of the school’s decisions about the quality of student 
work in relation to the instrument-specific marking guide (ISMG), and are used to make decisions 
about the cohort’s results. 

Refer to QCE and QCIA policy and procedures handbook v4.0, Section 9.6. 

The following table includes the percentage agreement between the provisional marks and 
confirmed marks by assessment instrument. The Assessment decisions section of this report for 
each assessment instrument identifies the agreement trends between provisional and confirmed 
marks by criterion. 

Number of samples reviewed and percentage agreement 

IA Number of schools Number of 
samples requested 

Number of 
additional samples 

requested 

Percentage 
agreement with 

provisional marks 

1 329 1834 199 77.2% 

2 329 1781 123 71.12% 

3 328 1769 53 76.22% 
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Internal assessment 1 (IA1) 
 

Investigation — inquiry phase 1 (15%) 
This assessment requires students to research a specific problem, question, issue, design 
challenge or hypothesis through collection, analysis and synthesis of primary and/or secondary 
data. An investigation uses research or investigative practices to assess a range of cognitions in 
a particular context. Research or investigative practices include locating and using information 
beyond students’ own knowledge and the data they have been given. 

Students must adhere to research conventions, e.g. citations, reference lists or bibliographies. 
This assessment occurs over an extended and defined period of time. Students may use class 
time and their own time to develop a response. 

Assessment design 

Validity 
Validity in assessment design considers the extent to which an assessment item accurately 
measures what it is intended to measure and that the evidence of student learning collected from 
an assessment can be legitimately used for the purpose specified in the syllabus. 

Reasons for non-endorsement by priority of assessment 

Validity priority Number of times priority was identified in decisions * 

Alignment 18 

Authentication 4 

Authenticity 28 

Item construction 26 

Scope and scale 3 

* Each priority might contain up to four assessment practices. 

Total number of submissions: 335. 

Effective practices 

Validity priorities were effectively demonstrated in assessment instruments that: 

• engaged students in problem-solving through a clearly stated teacher-facilitated direct 
stimulus or experience that aligned to task-specific assessment objectives and was 
contextualised to school location and student needs 

• directed students to apply inquiry learning processes and contemporary, cultural, personal 
and/or formal contexts 

• used item conventions that provided explicit instructions and appropriate direction to meet the 
conditions of the IA1 task, without repeating or redefining information. 
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Practices to strengthen 

It is recommended that assessment instruments: 

• allow for complex self-directed inquiry in response to students’ individualised reactions to a 
stimulus or experience 

• provide the opportunity for students to select from all three modes for submission: written 
report, multimodal presentation, or digital presentation 

• clearly state the assessment objectives in the task section 

• provide succinct instructions in the scaffolding section to engage with inquiry learning 
processes using cues that align to the task, stimulus and syllabus specifications. 

Accessibility 
Accessibility in assessment design ensures that no student or group of students is disadvantaged 
in their capacity to access an assessment. 

Reasons for non-endorsement by priority of assessment 

Accessibility priority Number of times priority was identified in decisions * 

Bias avoidance 1 

Language 0 

Layout 0 

Transparency 1 

* Each priority might contain up to four assessment practices. 

Total number of submissions: 335. 

Effective practices 

Accessibility priorities were effectively demonstrated in assessment instruments that: 

• provided explicit instruction in context, task, stimulus and scaffolding sections and avoided 
unnecessary jargon, bias and irrelevant and inappropriate content 

• were proofread, free of errors, and modelled accurate spelling, grammar, punctuation and 
other textual features. 

Practices to strengthen 

There were no significant issues identified for improvement. 

Additional advice 
To ensure validity and accessibility of assessment design: 

• IA1 assessment objectives should be included in the task section under the heading ‘To 
complete this task, you must’. They do not need to be repeated in other sections 

• when copying instruments from previous years, all stimulus and syllabus references should be 
checked to ensure they have been updated, particularly in the context and scaffolding sections 

• past online exhibitions may be relevant as stimulus to complement a teacher-facilitated direct 
stimulus or experience, but they may not be complex enough as standalone stimulus. 
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Assessment decisions 

Reliability 
Reliability is a judgment about the measurements of assessment. It refers to the extent to which 
the results of assessments are consistent, replicable and free from error. 

Agreement trends between provisional and confirmed marks 

Criterion 
number 

Criterion name Percentage 
agreement with 

provisional 

Percentage 
less than 

provisional 

Percentage 
greater than 
provisional 

Percentage 
both less 

and greater 
than 

provisional 

1 Developing — 
generating 
solutions 

88.75% 9.73% 1.52% 0% 

2 Researching — 
reacting to 
stimulus 

82.07% 16.72% 1.22% 0% 

3 Reflecting — 
considering ideas 
and information 

89.67% 6.69% 2.43% 1.22% 

4 Resolving — 
communicating 
as artist and 
audience 

89.67% 8.51% 1.52% 0.3% 

Effective practices 

Accuracy and consistency of the application of the ISMG for this IA was most effective when: 

• for Developing — generating solutions 

- responses at the 2-mark performance level generated an inquiry question that was 

 clearly designed to help direct research to progress the investigation 

 open-ended to allow scope for a diverse range of knowledge to be explored 

 relevant to the stimulus and authentically of student interest 

 explored explicitly through making and responding 

- responses at the 4-mark performance level communicated a personalised response to the 
defined stimulus and explained how the inquiry was connected to and evolved from the 
stimulus as a starting point 

• for Researching — reacting to stimulus 

- responses at the 4-mark performance level included experimental works that were clearly 
informed by reflection on research into key artists and demonstrated exploration of the way 
visual language could be used to explore the inquiry question 

• for Resolving — communicating as artist and audience 

- responses at the 2-mark performance level met syllabus conditions, using an appropriate 
format for the selected mode, and included a reference list of secondary sources 
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- responses at the 3-mark performance level 

 used genre-specific features and language (presented either as a written report, digital 
or multimodal presentation) to sequence and connect ideas together, and demonstrate 
the logical progression of the inquiry and the key knowledge that was acquired 

 concluded by stating a focus that clearly considered the results of the investigation 
through the inquiry question to define the next stage of the inquiry. 

Samples of effective practices 

The internal assessment samples presented in this subject report demonstrate a complete body 
of work by one student. 

Aboriginal peoples and Torres Strait Islander peoples should be aware that this document may 
contain images, voices and names of deceased persons. 

These student response excerpts have been included: 

• to demonstrate Developing — generating solutions at 4 marks, providing evidence of 

- posing an inquiry question that specifies the purpose of the artwork and leads to 
approaches that explore current environmental concerns through a cultural context 

- implementing ideas and representations to explore how artists manipulate and combine 
traditional and non-traditional art materials to communicate meaning 

- exploring diverse pathways through consideration of a range of materials and inspirational 
approaches through the cultural context 

- generating personalised artistic problems from the experience as audience of engaging 
with artworks during the stimulus excursion. 

Note: The characteristic/s identified may not be the only time the characteristic/s occur 
throughout a response. 
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Excerpt 1 

 
Excerpt 2 

 

These student response excerpts have been included: 

• to demonstrate Researching — reacting to stimulus at 5 marks, providing evidence of 

- analysis and interpretation of visual language and meaning through specified contexts that 
emphasises individualised reactions to the stimulus artist’s practice 
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- experimental work that interrelates cultural context, stimulus and new knowledge using 
research into key artists and exploration of how binary materials express ideas about the 
natural and synthetic world 

- exploitation of innovative approaches using found objects in combination with traditional 
media to produce a range of 2D and 3D works that capitalise on knowledge of artists who 
use found materials to communicate ideas about control of nature in their work. 

Note: The characteristic/s identified may not be the only time the characteristic/s occur 
throughout a response. 

Excerpt 1 

 
Excerpt 2 
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Excerpt 3 

 
Excerpt 4 
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Excerpt 5 

 

Excerpt 6 

 
Redacted image of female with face mask and product branding 
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Excerpt 7 

 

These student response excerpts have been included: 

• to demonstrate Reflecting — considering ideas and information at 3 marks, providing 
evidence of 

- evaluation of contemporary artist influences on selection and manipulation of materials to 
communicate meaning and develop the inquiry 

- justification of the body of work focus through consideration of contemporary art practice, 
approaches and conceptual understandings. 

Note: The characteristic/s identified may not be the only time the characteristic/s occur 
throughout a response. 



 ________________________________________________________________________________ Internal assessment 1 (IA1) 

Visual Art subject report 
2022 cohort 

Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority 
February 2023 

Page 18 of 60 
 

Excerpt 1 

Excerpt 2 

 
Excerpt 3 

 

These student response excerpts have been included: 

• to demonstrate Resolving — communicating as artist and audience, providing evidence of 

- a defined focus that interrelates new knowledge gained through research of art practices, 
contexts, stimulus and the resulting inquiry 

- the application of literacy skills to sequence and connect personal ideas and 
understandings of new knowledges 

- the use of relevant referencing conventions. 

Note: The characteristic/s identified may not be the only time the characteristic/s occur 
throughout a response. 
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Excerpt 1 

 

Excerpt 2 

 

Practices to strengthen 

To further ensure accuracy and consistency of the application of the ISMG for this IA, it is 
recommended that: 

• at the 3-mark performance level for Developing — generating solutions, diverse pathways may 
be demonstrated through exploration of 

- ideas that synthesise artists’ practices and the student’s own art practice, or 

- a range of ideas for working with media or art processes, or 

- a range of approaches for artworks in response to the stimulus, or 

- various representations to communicate ideas, or 

- a complex inquiry question leading to multidisciplinary research and ideas 
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• for Researching — reacting to stimulus 

- at the 4-mark performance level, literal and non-literal meaning of experimental artworks 
and the work of key artists is analysed and interpreted through explicitly identified and 
understood contexts 

- at the 5-mark performance level, experimentation and exploitation of innovative approaches 
are demonstrated by making visual responses that 

 try or test new ideas or methods, especially to discover or prove something 

 test a hypothesis, make a discovery or demonstrate new knowledge 

 clearly and purposefully connect the stimulus, the inquiry question and the research of 
key artists 

• at the 3-mark performance level for Reflecting — considering ideas and information, 
evaluation of contemporary and/or historical influences is demonstrated by 

- appraising the impact of these influences on experimental work and the development of 
the focus 

- reference to a variety of primary and secondary sources and their relevance to ideas 
formulated in the making and responding components of the inquiry 

• at the 3-mark performance level for Resolving — communicating as artist and audience, a 
defined focus reaches conclusions and expresses meaning about the interrelationships of new 
knowledge and art practice, demonstrated by 

- clear links between the stimulus, the inquiry question, the research and impact of artists’ 
practices on experiments that led to new knowledge 

- a clear direction and intended meaning for phase 2 of the inquiry, and not necessarily 
details of artworks or media. 

Additional advice 
• It is important to note that IA1 is a making and responding task. Experimental work in IA1 is 

the student’s first attempt to answer the individual inquiry question. Labelled and clear 
photographic or digital evidence of experimental work in response to the stimulus must 
be included. 

• The connection to the stimulus and the student-generated inquiry question must be 
maintained and documented throughout the inquiry phases of the body of work. 

• To ensure assessment decisions align with syllabus conditions, responses must not exceed 
1500 words regardless of the selected mode. 

• From Event 1 2023, all video files should be uploaded only in MP4 format. 

• Schools should consider the following guides to assist students in demonstrating the 
IA1 performance-level descriptors. These resources can be found in the QCAA Portal 

- Supporting resource: Stimulus, inquiry questions and focus 

- Supporting resource: Contexts 

- Supporting resource: Investigation scaffold.

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior-qce/arts/snr_vis_art_19_units1-4_sr_stimulus.pdf
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior-qce/arts/snr_vis_art_19_units1-4_sr_contexts.pdf
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior-qce/arts/snr_vis_art_19_unit3_sr_investigaton.pdf
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Internal assessment 2 (IA2) 
 

Project — inquiry phase 2 (25%) 
This assessment focuses on a problem-solving process that requires the application of a range of 
cognitive, technical and creative skills and theoretical understandings. Students document the 
iterative process undertaken to develop a solution to a problem through the student focus. It may 
include a single resolved artwork or a collection of resolved artworks, with each being as 
important as the other. 

This assessment occurs over an extended and defined period of time. Students may use class 
time and their own time to develop a response. 

Assessment design 

Validity 
Validity in assessment design considers the extent to which an assessment item accurately 
measures what it is intended to measure and that the evidence of student learning collected from 
an assessment can be legitimately used for the purpose specified in the syllabus. 

Reasons for non-endorsement by priority of assessment 

Validity priority Number of times priority was identified in decisions * 

Alignment 19 

Authentication 0 

Authenticity 36 

Item construction 21 

Scope and scale 1 

* Each priority might contain up to four assessment practices. 

Total number of submissions: 335. 

Effective practices 

Validity priorities were effectively demonstrated in assessment instruments that: 

• allowed for unique student responses in resolved artwork/s by sustaining the individualised 
focus and connection to the teacher-facilitated direct stimulus or experience stated in inquiry 
phase 1 

• required understanding and application of the contemporary, personal, cultural and/or formal 
contexts in the work of self and others. 

Practices to strengthen 

It is recommended that assessment instruments: 

• include all assessment objectives and align with the syllabus subject matter 
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• if including the characteristics for resolved work outlined in the syllabus, include all 
characteristics in the instrument 

• continue the IA1 inquiry and focus to resolve one or more artworks 

• provide explicit instructions in the task section that avoid additional stimulus or repetition of 
task conditions. 

Accessibility 
Accessibility in assessment design ensures that no student or group of students is disadvantaged 
in their capacity to access an assessment. 

Reasons for non-endorsement by priority of assessment 

Accessibility priority Number of times priority was identified in decisions * 

Bias avoidance 0 

Language 1 

Layout 0 

Transparency 1 

* Each priority might contain up to four assessment practices. 

Total number of submissions: 335. 

Effective practices 

Accessibility priorities were effectively demonstrated in assessment instruments that used: 

• relevant visual language and text that was free of errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation 

• an inclusive, open-ended task that avoided bias and repetition of content, and used relevant 
layout and formatting. 

Practices to strengthen 

There were no significant issues identified for improvement. 

Additional advice 
To ensure validity and accessibility of assessment design: 

• when copying instruments from previous years, all stimulus and syllabus references should be 
checked to ensure they have been updated, particularly in the context and scaffolding 
sections. 

Assessment decisions 

Reliability 
Reliability is a judgment about the measurements of assessment. It refers to the extent to which 
the results of assessments are consistent, replicable and free from error. 
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Agreement trends between provisional and confirmed marks 

Criterion 
number 

Criterion name Percentage 
agreement with 

provisional 

Percentage 
less than 

provisional 

Percentage 
greater than 
provisional 

Percentage 
both less 

and greater 
than 

provisional 

1 Developing — 
generating 
solutions 

83.89% 15.2% 0.61% 0.3% 

2 Researching — 
reacting to 
stimulus 

80.85% 18.24% 0.91% 0% 

3 Reflecting — 
considering ideas 
and information 

82.67% 17.33% 0% 0% 

4 Resolving — 
communicating 
as artist and 
audience 

80.55% 18.54% 0.61% 0.3% 

Effective practices 

Accuracy and consistency of the application of the ISMG for this IA was most effective when: 

• for Developing — generating solutions 

- responses at the 3-mark performance level included the focus statement from IA1 (not for 
reassessment) to demonstrate how student choices for IA2 were generated from the initial 
stimulus, the inquiry question and the defined focus 

- responses at the 4-mark performance level included sketches, notes, annotated diagrams 
and images in the four pages of supporting evidence to demonstrate problem-solving in 
relation to the student focus and decision-making about how and why media was selected 
and manipulated to further the inquiry 

- the 5–6-mark performance level was awarded only to work that demonstrated highly 
developed skills, employing advanced or refined methods and approaches with media and 
an individualised art practice. Evidence was found in the application of materials, 
techniques, technologies and approaches in resolved work 

• for Researching — reacting to stimulus 

- responses at the 2-mark performance level included evidence of experimentation that 
demonstrated students were trying out or testing new ideas or methods to answer the 
inquiry question, especially to discover or prove an idea presented through the focus 

- responses at the 3-mark performance level included evidence of 

 analysis and interpretation of literal and non-literal meaning in the work of self and 
others to demonstrate an understanding of the selected context/s (not just naming 
the context/s) 

 experiments that were generated by insight gained through research resulting in 
consideration or actual exploration of diverse processes 
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- evidence was found in notes, annotated diagrams and images of relevant artists’ work, 
bullet points or brief written responses within the four pages of additional supporting 
evidence, or within the annotated illustration of resolved artwork/s 

• for Reflecting — considering ideas and information, responses at the 4–5-mark 
performance level 

- demonstrated a critical understanding of the impact of relevant art practices, traditions, 
cultures and theories on decision-making 

- justified how the IA2 artworks responded to critical understanding of audience engagement, 
the focus, continued inquiry and previous experimental artworks. Evidence was found 
within the supporting evidence, or within the annotated illustration of resolved artwork/s 

• for Resolving — communicating as artist and audience 

- responses at the 4–5-mark performance level included resolved artworks that 
demonstrated a sustained inquiry through a synthesis of acquired knowledge and ideas, 
which communicated the artistic purpose defined in the IA1 focus 

- responses at the 6–7-mark performance level included artist’s statement/s that assisted 
audience engagement without describing processes or superficial information about 
the task. 

Samples of effective practices 

The internal assessment samples presented in this subject report demonstrate a complete body 
of work by one student. 

These excerpts have been included: 

• to demonstrate Developing — generating solutions at 6 marks, providing evidence of 

- implementation of ideas and representations using annotated sketches of proposed plans 
for artworks and handwritten notes captured in a visual diary to demonstrate 

 concept, context and chosen focus continuing from inquiry phase 1 

 decision-making and consideration of various ways to enhance reading and 
engagement for audiences 

 creation of explicit meaning through knowledge, selection and manipulation of refined 
methods and approaches with a range of 2D and 3D techniques and found materials to 
establish an individualised art practice that builds on the experimental work from inquiry 
phase 1. 

Note: The characteristic/s identified may not be the only time the characteristic/s occur 
throughout a response. 



 ________________________________________________________________________________ Internal assessment 2 (IA2) 

Visual Art subject report 
2022 cohort 

Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority 
February 2023 

Page 25 of 60 
 

Excerpt 1 

 

Excerpt 2 
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These excerpts have been included to demonstrate Researching — reacting to stimulus at 
5 marks, providing evidence of: 

• analysis and interpretation of artists’ work and formal qualities to show how cultural context 
impacts individualised pathways and constructs new knowledge 

• experimentation with a range of construction methods and representational ideas informed by 
research into selected artists, consideration of the focus and the implied meaning of visual 
language. 

Note: The characteristic/s identified may not be the only time the characteristic/s occur 
throughout a response. 

Excerpt 1 

 

Attributions for sources quoted in excerpt: 
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Excerpt 2 
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Excerpt 3 

 



 ________________________________________________________________________________ Internal assessment 2 (IA2) 

Visual Art subject report 
2022 cohort 

Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority 
February 2023 

Page 29 of 60 
 

Excerpt 4 

 
Excerpt 5 

 

These excerpts have been included to demonstrate Reflecting — considering ideas and 
information at 5 marks, providing evidence of: 

• evaluation of meaning in inspirational contemporary art practice, demonstrating decision-
making informed by formal and cultural influences and audience engagement 

• justification of art practice choices, demonstrating aesthetic understanding of the qualities of 
materials and formal qualities to communicate meaning to audiences. 

Note: The characteristic/s identified may not be the only time the characteristic/s occur 
throughout a response. 
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Excerpt 1 

 
Excerpt 2 

 
Attribution for source quoted in excerpt: 
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Excerpt 3 

 
Attribution for source quoted in excerpt: 
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Excerpt 4 

 
Attribution for source quoted in excerpt: 
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Excerpt 5 
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Excerpt 6 

 

These excerpts have been included to demonstrate Resolving — communicating as artist and 
audience at 9 marks, providing evidence of: 

• application of literacy skills in the artist’s statement of no more than 150 words that articulates 
the intended meaning and new knowledge gained from research and development of the 
inquiry question 

• intent to create a dialogue between artist and audience 

• realisation of visual responses that demonstrate how the student solved visual problems in 
relation to the concept of ‘Art as knowledge’, the self-directed focus and cultural context to 
enhance meaning and audience engagement within the resolved display. 

Note: The characteristic/s identified may not be the only time the characteristic/s occur 
throughout a response. 
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Excerpt 1 

 

Excerpt 2 
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Excerpt 3 

  
Excerpt 4 
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Excerpt 5 

 

Excerpt 6 
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Excerpt 7 

  
Excerpt 8 
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Excerpt 9 

 

Practices to strengthen 

To further ensure accuracy and consistency of the application of the ISMG in this IA, it is 
recommended that: 

• for Researching — reacting to stimulus 

- responses at the 2-mark performance level show evidence of the analysis and 
interpretation of visual language and expression in relevant artworks that clearly relate to 
the focus, context/s and the resolved work 

- responses at the 3-mark performance level demonstrate an emphasis on contemporary art 
practices in research and experimentation 

- responses at the 4–5-mark performance level demonstrate research of relevant 
multidisciplinary fields of knowledge to create new understanding and inform artworks 
through intellectual inquiry 

• for Reflecting — considering ideas and information 

- responses at the 2-mark performance level show evidence of how relevant art practices, 
traditions, cultures or theories have impacted on the student’s decisions. This evidence 
could occur in the artist’s statement/s, in the annotated illustration or be found within the 
four pages of supporting evidence 

- responses at the 3-mark performance level justify decisions based on strengths, 
implications and limitations of selected approaches. This evidence could have been 
captured in the four pages of supporting evidence in the form of a mind map/simple graphic 
or dot points 

• responses matched to the upper performance levels of Resolving — communicating as artist 
and audience (6 to 9 marks) include 

- an artist’s statement/s that invite a dialogue between the student artist and audience by 
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 using the language of an artist writing for an authentic gallery audience, rather than a 
school/teacher audience 

 expressing purpose, acquired knowledge, meaning and concept rather than describing 
processes and stages in the development of the artwork 

- visual responses that demonstrate the characteristics of resolved work to enhance the 
intended meaning and engage audiences, reflecting 

 evidence of depth of research, development and critical reflection 

 communication of personal aesthetic 

 a degree of ‘finish’, showing knowledge and understanding of media and technical skills 

 that endpoints are reached 

 the concept of ‘Art as knowledge’, a focus continued from IA1, an understanding of 
chosen context/s and the use of selected media areas to solve complex problems of 
visual language and expression. 

Additional advice 
• To ensure assessment decisions align with syllabus conditions, evidence must be found in: 

- drafted, edited and clearly labelled artist’s statement/s of no more than 150 words each. 
Note: name, title, media and size are not included in the word count 

- one annotated illustration page/slide only that includes images/details of all resolved 
artwork/s in the submission and brief points that identify evidence of inquiry processes in 
resolved work. The total word limit for this evidence is 200 words 

- no more than four pages/slides of supporting evidence, which includes the student’s 
experimental artwork, sketches, annotated diagrams and images, notes, ideas, photographs, 
and collections of stimulus items with reflective commentary and artist research 

- unlimited pages/slides of clearly labelled photographic evidence of resolved work in clear 
high-resolution still images, including 

 detailed images to demonstrate media application and manipulation 

 relevant real or authentic virtual display options to indicate scale and any form of 
interaction or installation 

 individual and collective images of resolved works that are intended to be displayed as 
an installation 

- video files of any resolved time-based work, including video to demonstrate the nature of 
immersive installations. These must be separately uploaded, not hyperlinks or embedded 
video in the PDF. 
Note: from Event 1 2023, all video files should be uploaded only in MP4 format. 

• Schools should consider the following guides to assist students in demonstrating the IA2 
performance-level descriptors. These resources can be found in the QCAA Portal 

- Supporting resource: Artist’s statements 
- Supporting resource: Annotated illustration of resolved work 
- Supporting resource: Contexts 
- Supporting resource: Reflection 
- IA2 student response template: Project — inquiry phase 2. (Access this resource via the 

QCAA Portal.)

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior-qce/arts/snr_vis_art_19_units1-4_sr_art_statement.pdf
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior-qce/arts/snr_vis_art_19_units1-4_sr_ai_res_work.pdf
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior-qce/arts/snr_vis_art_19_units1-4_sr_ai_res_work.pdf
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior-qce/arts/snr_vis_art_19_units1-4_sr_contexts.pdf
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior-qce/arts/snr_vis_art_19_units1-4_sr_reflection.pdf
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Internal assessment 3 (IA3) 
 

Project — inquiry phase 3 (35%) 
This assessment focuses on a problem-solving process that requires the application of a range of 
cognitive, technical and creative skills and theoretical understandings. Students document the 
iterative process undertaken to develop a solution to a problem. The response is a coherent work 
related through the student focus. It may include a single resolved artwork or a collection of 
resolved artworks, with each being as important as the other. 

This assessment occurs over an extended and defined period of time. Students may use class 
time and their own time to develop a response. 

Assessment design 

Validity 
Validity in assessment design considers the extent to which an assessment item accurately 
measures what it is intended to measure and that the evidence of student learning collected from 
an assessment can be legitimately used for the purpose specified in the syllabus. 

Reasons for non-endorsement by priority of assessment  

Validity priority Number of times priority was identified in decisions * 

Alignment 13 

Authentication 4 

Authenticity 10 

Item construction 12 

Scope and scale 3 

* Each priority might contain up to four assessment practices. 

Total number of submissions: 337. 

Effective practices 

Validity priorities were effectively demonstrated in assessment instruments that: 

• aligned to the direct stimulus or experience and student focus from inquiry phase 1, resolved 
work from inquiry phase 2, and responded to the inquiry phase 3 concept and context 

• provided clear instructions about the school-contextualised subject matter approach to 
challenge art practice through the concept of ‘‘Art as alternate’’ (Syllabus section 5.7.1). 

Practices to strengthen 

It is recommended that assessment instruments: 

• provide explicit instructions to foreground the contemporary context through a lens of 
21st century art ideas and issues, and simultaneously select from personal, cultural and/or 
formal contexts 
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• direct students to realise a body of work, not a singular artwork or experimental folio 

• if including the characteristics for resolved work outlined in the syllabus, include all 
characteristics in the instrument 

• are contextualised to the school’s stimulus or experience and are not copied from QCAA 
samples, e.g. ‘collaborative model of practice’ or ‘cultural and spiritual meaning’, unless 
relevant to the school context. 

Accessibility 
Accessibility in assessment design ensures that no student or group of students is disadvantaged 
in their capacity to access an assessment. 

Reasons for non-endorsement by priority of assessment 

Accessibility priority Number of times priority was identified in decisions * 

Bias avoidance 0 

Language 2 

Layout 0 

Transparency 2 

* Each priority might contain up to four assessment practices. 

Total number of submissions: 337. 

Effective practices 

Accessibility priorities were effectively demonstrated in assessment instruments that utilised 
quality assurance tools to reflect on how the task aligned with expectations for transparency, 
language, layout and bias avoidance. 

Practices to strengthen 

There were no significant issues identified for improvement. 

Additional advice 
To ensure validity and accessibility of assessment design: 

• when copying instruments from previous years, all stimulus and syllabus references should be 
checked to ensure they have been updated, particularly in the context and scaffolding 
sections. 

Assessment decisions 

Reliability 
Reliability is a judgment about the measurements of assessment. It refers to the extent to which 
the results of assessments are consistent, replicable and free from error. 
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Agreement trends between provisional and confirmed marks 

Criterion 
number 

Criterion name Percentage 
agreement with 

provisional 

Percentage 
less than 

provisional 

Percentage 
greater than 
provisional 

Percentage 
both less 

and greater 
than 

provisional 

1 Developing — 
generating 
solutions 

86.59% 10.98% 2.13% 0.3% 

2 Researching — 
reacting to 
stimulus 

84.45% 13.11% 2.13% 0.3% 

3 Reflecting — 
considering ideas 
and information 

85.98% 10.98% 2.44% 0.61% 

4 Resolving — 
communicating 
as artist and 
audience 

83.23% 3.35% 7.32% 6.1% 

Effective practices 

Accuracy and consistency of the application of the ISMG for this IA was most effective when: 

• for Developing — generating solutions 

- responses at the 4–5-mark performance level included the focus statement from IA1 and 
the single page/slide annotated illustration of resolved work from IA2 (not for 
reassessment) to demonstrate how student choices for IA3 were generated from the initial 
stimulus, the inquiry question, the evolved focus and the second phase of the body of work 

- responses at the 6–7-mark performance level included sketches, notes, annotated 
diagrams and images in the four pages of supporting evidence to indicate how an alternate 
problem was defined in response to the evolved focus and how and why media was 
selected and manipulated to sustain the inquiry 

- responses at the 8–9-mark performance level demonstrated highly developed skills 
employing advanced or refined methods and approaches with media and an individualised, 
innovative art practice 

• for Researching — reacting to stimulus 

- responses at the 3-mark performance level showed evidence of experiments that try out or 
test new ideas or methods to answer the inquiry question, especially in order to discover or 
prove an idea presented through the evolved focus 

- responses at the 4─5-mark performance level demonstrated experiments that were 
generated by insights gained through research resulting in consideration and exploration of 
diverse processes and ideas 

• for Reflecting — considering ideas and information 

- responses at the 3-mark performance level included evidence of evaluation of relevant 
influences and justification of a new viewpoint in annotations within the supporting 
evidence, the annotated illustration of resolved work or within the resolved 
artist’s statement/s 
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- responses at the 6─7-mark performance level justified how the IA3 artwork/s respond to 
critical understanding of audience engagement, the evolved focus, continued inquiry and 
previous artworks 

• for Resolving — communicating as artist and audience 

- responses at the 5─6-mark performance level included the single page/slide annotated 
illustration of resolved work from IA2 (not for reassessment) to demonstrate how IA3 
resolved works realised the body of work through sustained inquiry 

- responses at the 7–8 mark performance level included well-written artist’s statement/s that 
assisted the audience to engage with the intended meaning. 

Samples of effective practices 

The internal assessment samples presented in this subject report demonstrate a complete body 
of work by one student. 

These excerpts have been included to demonstrate Developing — generating solutions at 
9 marks, providing evidence of: 

• implementation of ideas continuing from the inquiry phase 1 focus, demonstrating decision-
making and consideration of various ways to generate representations and communicate the 
‘Art as alternate’ concept, and enhancing reading and engagement for audiences through 
materials and display methods 

• creation of explicit meaning through knowledge of figurative approaches, refined 2D and 3D 
methods, and manipulation of the painting surface to continue the thread motif from phase 2 to 
communicate an alternate perspective 

• the establishment of an individualised, innovative art practice. 

Note: The characteristic/s identified may not be the only time the characteristic/s occur 
throughout a response. 

Excerpt 1 
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Excerpt 2 

 
Excerpt 3 

 



 ________________________________________________________________________________ Internal assessment 3 (IA3) 

Visual Art subject report 
2022 cohort 

Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority 
February 2023 

Page 46 of 60 
 

These excerpts have been included to demonstrate Researching — reacting to stimulus at 
7 marks, providing evidence of: 

• understanding of contemporary context to shape alternate meaning and representation 

• analysis and interpretation of relevant artists’ work through a contemporary context to consider 
formal qualities of symbolic colour and application of traditional and non-traditional materials 

• experimentation and exploitation with paint and thread to solve problems and effectively 
represent ideas 

• materials and approaches, construction methods and representational ideas that are informed 
by research of a range of contemporary artists, consideration of the evolving focus, and the 
implied meaning of visual language. 

Note: The characteristic/s identified may not be the only time the characteristic/s occur 
throughout a response. 

Excerpt 1 

 
Attributions for sources quoted in excerpt: 
Shiota, C. (2021). Tracing Boundaries [Thread and found objects]. Espoo Museum of Modern Art, Finland. 
https://emmamuseum.fi/en/exhibitions/chiharu-shiota-tracing-boundaries/ 
Gallaccio, A. (1991–2003). Preserve ‘beauty’ [Found objects]. Lehmann Maupin Gallery, New York. 
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/art-terms/e/ephemeral-art 

https://emmamuseum.fi/en/exhibitions/chiharu-shiota-tracing-boundaries/
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/art-terms/e/ephemeral-art
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Excerpt 2 

 
Attribution for source quoted in excerpt: 
Hall, F. (2016). All the King’s Men [Knit work and found objects]. Art Gallery of South Australia, Adelaide. 
https://www.agsa.sa.gov.au/whats-on/exhibitions/fiona-hall-all-kings-men/ 

These excerpts have been included to demonstrate Reflecting — considering ideas and 
information at 7 marks, providing evidence of: 

• evaluation of contemporary meaning and ideas, demonstrating knowledge of the 
contemporary context and decision-making informed by communication of meaning across the 
body of work 

• justification of art practice choices, demonstrating an independent viewpoint supported by the 
interrelationships of symbolic visual language, intended meaning, unexpected results and 
knowledge of audience engagement. 

Note: The characteristic/s identified may not be the only time the characteristic/s occur 
throughout a response. 

https://www.agsa.sa.gov.au/whats-on/exhibitions/fiona-hall-all-kings-men/
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These excerpts have been included to demonstrate Resolving — communicating as artist and 
audience at 12 marks, providing evidence of: 

• application of literacy skills in artist’s statement/s of no more than 150 words, drawing attention 
to the intended meaning of the symbolic visual language to invite a dialogue between artist 
and audience 

• realisation of a body of work through sustained inquiry that has evolved across inquiry 
phases 1, 2 and 3 

• how the student solved visual problems in relation to the concept ‘Art as alternate’, the 
previous artworks, the self-directed focus and contemporary context to enhance meaning and 
audience engagement within the resolved display 

• an evolved personal aesthetic with new meaning communicated through an alternate 
perspective of nature. 

Note: The characteristic/s identified may not be the only time the characteristic/s occur 
throughout a response. 
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Excerpt 1 

 

Excerpt 2 
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Excerpt 3 

 

Excerpt 4 
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Excerpt 5 

 

Practices to strengthen 

To further ensure accuracy and consistency of the application of the ISMG in this IA, it is 
recommended that: 

• for Researching — reacting to stimulus, responses matched to the 3-mark performance level 
provide evidence (in annotations within the supporting evidence or within the annotated 
illustration of resolved artwork/s) that demonstrates how the contemporary context 
- informs the analysis and interpretation of artworks through a lens of 21st century ideas 
- impacts the alternate art practice 

• responses matched to the upper three performance levels for Resolving — communicating as 
artist and audience 
- include artist’s statement/s inviting a dialogue between student artist and audience by 
 using the language of an artist writing for an authentic gallery audience, rather than a 

school/teacher audience 
 expressing purpose, acquired knowledge, meaning and concept, rather than describing 

processes and stages in the development of the artwork 
- include visual responses that demonstrate the characteristics of resolved work to enhance 

the intended meaning and engage audiences, reflecting 
 evidence of depth of research, development and critical reflection 
 communication of personal aesthetic 
 a degree of ‘finish’, showing knowledge and understanding of media and technical skills 
 that endpoints are reached 
 the concept of ‘‘Art as alternate’’, an evolved focus continued from IA1, an 

understanding of contemporary context and the use of selected media areas to solve 
complex problems of visual language and expression 
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• at the 9–10 mark range, a refined body of work 

- continues and/or makes connections to the focus and inquiry from IA1 and IA2 with 
synthesised meanings, ideas and/or representations that may develop, change or shift. 
Students may present an evolved focus 

- enhances meaning and audience engagement through consideration of real or virtual 
display, sensory, emotional or meaningful communication, audience experience and/or 
active involvement 

• at the 11–12 mark range, a refined body of work 
- draws together the ‘Art as alternate’ concept and the contemporary context to deliver a 

meaning that shows a development of the individualised inquiry 
- demonstrates artistic style/s and/or expression/s that are individualised or inventive, and 

may show strong influences, which have been adapted, combined and/or personalised to 
suit purpose and meaning. 

Additional advice 
• To ensure assessment decisions align with syllabus conditions, evidence must be found in: 

- drafted, edited and clearly labelled artist’s statement/s of no more than 150 words each. 
Note: name, title, media and size are not included in the word count 

- one annotated illustration page/slide only that includes images/details of all resolved 
artwork/s in the submission and brief points that identify evidence of inquiry processes in 
resolved work. The total word limit for this evidence is 200 words 

- no more than four pages/slides of supporting evidence, which includes the student’s 
experimental artwork, sketches, annotated diagrams and images, notes, ideas, 
photographs, and collections of stimulus items with reflective commentary and artist 
research. Extended response entries in supporting evidence are not encouraged 

- unlimited pages/slides of clearly labelled photographic evidence of resolved work in clear, 
high-resolution still images, including 

 detail images to demonstrate media application and manipulation 
 relevant real or authentic virtual display options to indicate scale and any form of 

interaction or installation 
 individual and collective images of resolved works that are intended to be displayed as 

an installation 

- separately uploaded video files of any resolved time-based work, including video to 
demonstrate the nature of immersive installations. These should not be hyperlinks or 
embedded video in the PDF. 
Note: from Event 1 2023, all video files should be uploaded only in MP4 format. 

• Schools should consider the following guides to assist students in demonstrating the IA3 
performance-level descriptors. These resources can be found in the QCAA Portal 

- Supporting resource: Artist’s statements 
- Supporting resource: Annotated illustration of resolved work 
- Supporting resource: Contexts 
- Supporting resource: Reflection 
- IA3 student response template: Project — inquiry phase 3. (Access this resource via the 

QCAA Portal.) 

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior-qce/arts/snr_vis_art_19_units1-4_sr_art_statement.pdf
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior-qce/arts/snr_vis_art_19_units1-4_sr_ai_res_work.pdf
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior-qce/arts/snr_vis_art_19_units1-4_sr_ai_res_work.pdf
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior-qce/arts/snr_vis_art_19_units1-4_sr_contexts.pdf
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior-qce/arts/snr_vis_art_19_units1-4_sr_reflection.pdf
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External assessment 
 

External assessment (EA) is developed and marked by the QCAA. The external assessment for a 
subject is common to all schools and administered under the same conditions, at the same time, on 
the same day. 

Examination (25%) 
Assessment design 
The assessment instrument was designed using the specifications, conditions and assessment 
objectives described in the summative external assessment section of the syllabus. The 
examination consisted of one paper with a choice of two extended response questions (45 marks). 

The examination assessed learning from the course of study. The questions required students to 
evaluate how artists 

• provoke ideas about current global, local or social issues and concerns, or 
• create opportunities for the audience to construct personal meaning. 

It required students to respond to an unseen extended response question in an analytical essay. 
Students needed to express a viewpoint and support it by comparing two chosen artworks from the 
stimulus book. 

The stimulus included the following seven unseen artworks supported by individual context 
statements, which were designed to elicit an opportunity to demonstrate the assessment objectives: 

• Robert Fielding, In our hands, 2016 
• Robert Dickerson, Approaching Storm, 2002 
• Sebastian Di Mauro, Respirare, 1999 
• Joan Ross, Touching other people’s butterflies, 2021 
• William Kentridge, Drawing for the film Other Faces, 2011 
• Jason Lee, Hindsight 20/20, 2020 
• Jenna Lee, HIStory Vessels, 2020. 

Assessment decisions 
Assessment decisions are made by markers by matching student responses to the external 
assessment marking guide (EAMG). The external assessment papers and the EAMG are published 
in the year after they are administered. 

Effective practices 
Overall, students responded well to: 

• their selected stimulus, analysing and interpreting visual language, expression and meaning in 
artworks through an explicitly identified and understood context 

• the requirement to write an analytical essay 
- applying literacy skills using relevant visual art terminology, reference to artworks and language 

conventions to recognise and distinguish features of selected artworks from the stimulus 
- communicating visual ideas and meaning in a sustained, organised and cohesive sequence 

of information. 
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Samples of effective practices 
The following excerpts have been selected to illustrate effective student responses in one or more 
of the syllabus assessment objectives. The characteristics identified may not be the only time the 
characteristics have occurred throughout a response. 

The external assessment samples presented in this subject report demonstrate effective practices 
in a response by one student. The student responded to Question 1, which required students to 
evaluate how artists provoke ideas about current global, local or social issues and concerns. 
Throughout the response, the student communicated visual art ideas and meaning in a sustained, 
organised and cohesive sequence of information, and used language conventions consistently and 
with clarity. 

Extended response 

Criterion: Implementing decoding skills 

Effective student responses demonstrated subject knowledge, by specifying a range of relevant 
elements and principles to communicate how ideas about an identified issue or concern are 
represented in each artwork. 

This excerpt has been included to demonstrate Implementing decoding skills for Question 1, as it 
provides evidence of: 

• the ways each artist used the specified elements and principles to communicate ideas 
• a range of relevant elements and principles to decode the visual language in the artwork. 

Throughout the response, the student refers either implicitly or explicitly to colour, texture, space, 
scale, balance, contrast, repetition, unity, and movement. 

Excerpt 1 
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Excerpt 2 

 

Criterion: Analysing and interpreting 

Effective student responses: 

• demonstrated subject knowledge by providing detailed and insightful literal and non-literal 
meanings that interrelated essential features of each selected artwork 

• specified and consistently demonstrated synthesised knowledge of the contemporary, 
personal, cultural and/or formal contexts. 

This excerpt has been included to demonstrate Analysing and interpreting for Question 1, as it 
provides evidence of: 

• complex interrelationships of the visual language, expression and cultural context within the 
selected artwork and the relevance of these to the artist and the historical reference 

• analysis of essential features and insightful interpretation of the literal and non-literal meaning 
of these features, such as the actions of the hands, the condition of the objects, the artwork 
title and the artist’s personal context. 
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Criterion: Evaluating 

Effective student responses: 

• discussed purposefully selected similarities, differences and ideas of both artworks 

• appraised the significance of these similarities, differences and ideas to consider how they 
provoked ideas about current issues and concerns or created opportunities for the audience to 
construct personal meaning. 

This excerpt has been included to demonstrate Evaluating for Question 1, as it provides evidence 
of the selection and appraisal of similarities, differences and ideas in the artists’ approaches that 
provoke ideas about current social issues and concerns. 



 _____________________________________________________________________________________ External assessment 

Visual Art subject report 
2022 cohort 

Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority 
February 2023 

Page 57 of 60 
 

 
Redacted image: Wording removed to avoid being misunderstood 
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Criterion: Justifying 

The following excerpt is from Question 1. It required students to evaluate how artists provoke 
ideas about current global, local or social issues and concerns. 

Effective student responses: 

• presented a well-expressed, independent viewpoint that answered the selected question for 
each selected artwork 

• supported the viewpoint with detailed and pertinent examples. 

This excerpt has been included to demonstrate Justifying for Question 1, as it provides 
evidence of: 

• an independent viewpoint that identifies the issue communicated in each artwork 

• the intentions of each artist, which are expanded on with explicit reference to artistic 
processes and expression throughout the response. 
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Criterion: Realising a response 

Effective student responses: 

• synthesised and interrelated relevant information to communicate detailed and insightful 
conclusions about both artists and artworks. 

This excerpt has been included to demonstrate Realising a response for Question 1 as it provides 
evidence of: 

• the ways that artists provoke conversation about specific issues that are presented in the 
selected artworks to stimulate change among the audience 

• a consistent understanding of the issues communicated in the selected artworks. 
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Practices to strengthen 
It is recommended that when preparing students for external assessment, teachers consider: 

• providing opportunities for students to decode artworks and communicate how ideas are 
represented by explicitly identifying and unpacking the ways relevant visual art elements and 
principles are applied in artworks 

• building students’ understanding of each of the four contexts, using context guiding questions 
to demonstrate how to analyse and interpret layers of meaning in artworks through 
different contexts 

• explicitly teaching that the cognitive process of comparing displays recognition of similarities 
and differences and recognises the significance of these similarities and differences 

• providing strategies to express clearly stated viewpoints in response to unseen questions, and 
supporting viewpoints with detailed and pertinent examples from selected artworks 

• building students’ capacity to structure responses by synthesising and interrelating relevant 
information to communicate conclusions that respond to all aspects of a specified question 
and could be applied beyond the stimulus in a holistic understanding of art practices. 

Additional advice 
• Students should be advised to take care to use and spell artists’ names and artwork titles 

correctly (as they appear in the context statements in the stimulus). 

• Students should be advised that the context information in the stimulus should be used 
sparingly in responses and should be acknowledged when used. Students should be made 
aware that they do not receive credit for repeating the context information in a response. 
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