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Introduction 

Despite the challenges brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic, Queensland’s education 

community can look back on 2021 with satisfaction at having implemented the first full 

assessment cycle in the new Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE) system. That meant 

delivering three internal assessments and one external assessment in each General subject.  

This report analyses that cycle — from endorsing summative internal assessment instruments to 

confirming internal assessment marks, and designing and marking external assessment. It also 

gives readers information about: 

• applying syllabus objectives in the design and marking of internal and external assessments 

• patterns of student achievement. 

The report promotes continuous improvement by: 

• identifying effective practices in the design and marking of valid, accessible and reliable 

assessments 

• recommending where and how to enhance the design and marking of valid, accessible and 

reliable assessment instruments 

• providing examples of best practice where relevant, possible and appropriate. 

Audience and use 

This report should be read by school leaders, subject leaders and teachers to: 

• inform teaching and learning and assessment preparation 

• assist in assessment design practice 

• assist in making assessment decisions  

• help prepare students for external assessment. 

The report is publicly available to promote transparency and accountability. Students, parents, 

community members and other education stakeholders can learn about the assessment practices 

and outcomes for General subjects (including alternative sequences (AS) and Senior External 

Examination (SEE) subjects, where relevant) and General (Extension) subjects.. 

Report preparation 

The report includes analyses of data and other information from endorsement, confirmation and 

external assessment processes. It also includes advice from the chief confirmer, chief endorser 

and chief marker, developed in consultation with and support from QCAA subject matter experts. 
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Subject data summary 

Subject completion 

The following data includes students who completed the General subject or AS.  

For the purposes of this report, while the 2021 summative units for the AS are AS units 1 and 2, 

this information will be included with the General summative Units 3 and 4.  

Note: All data is correct as at 17 December 2021. Where percentages are provided, these are 

rounded to two decimal places and, therefore, may not add up to 100%. 

Number of schools that offered the subject: 345. 

Completion of units Unit 1 Unit 2 Units 3 and 4 

Number of students 

completed 

4522 4271 3739 

Units 1 and 2 results 

Number of students Satisfactory Unsatisfactory 

Unit 1 4019 503 

Unit 2 3967 304 

Units 3 and 4 internal assessment (IA) results 

Total marks for IA 
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IA1 marks 

IA1 total 

 

IA1 Criterion: Developing — generating 

solutions 

 IA1 Criterion: Researching — reacting to 

stimulus 

 

 

 

IA1 Criterion: Reflecting — considering ideas 

and information 

 IA1 Criterion: Resolving — communicating as 

artist and audience 
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IA2 marks 

IA2 total 

 

IA2 Criterion: Developing — generating 

solutions 

 IA2 Criterion: Researching — reacting to 

stimulus 

 

 

 

IA2 Criterion: Reflecting — considering ideas 

and information 

 IA2 Criterion: Resolving — communicating as 

artist and audience 
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IA3 marks 

IA3 total 

 

IA3 Criterion: Developing — generating 

solutions 

 IA3 Criterion: Researching — reacting to 

stimulus 

 

 

 

IA3 Criterion: Reflecting — considering ideas 

and information 

 IA3 Criterion: Resolving — communicating as 

artist and audience 
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External assessment (EA) marks 
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Final subject results 

Final marks for IA and EA 

 

Grade boundaries 

The grade boundaries are determined using a process to compare results on a numeric scale to 

the reporting standards. 

Standard A B C D E 

Marks 

achieved 

100–84 83–62 61–45 44–16 15–0 

Distribution of standards 

The number of students who achieved each standard across the state is as follows. 

Standard A B C D E 

Number of 

students 

678 1588 1154 317 2 
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Internal assessment 

The following information and advice pertain to the assessment design and assessment 

decisions for each IA in Units 3 and 4. These instruments have undergone quality assurance 

processes informed by the attributes of quality assessment (validity, accessibility and reliability). 

Endorsement 

Endorsement is the quality assurance process based on the attributes of validity and accessibility. 

These attributes are categorised further as priorities for assessment, and each priority can be 

further broken down into assessment practices.  

Data presented in the Assessment design section identifies the reasons why IA instruments were 

not endorsed at Application 1, by the priority for assessments. An IA may have been identified 

more than once for a priority for assessment, e.g. it may have demonstrated a misalignment to 

both the subject matter and the assessment objective/s.  

Refer to the quality assurance tools for detailed information about the assessment practices for 

each assessment instrument. 

Percentage of instruments endorsed in Application 1 

Number of instruments submitted IA1 IA2 IA3 

Total number of instruments 347 347 347 

Percentage endorsed in Application 1 57% 75% 81% 

Confirmation 

Confirmation is the quality assurance process based on the attribute of reliability. The QCAA uses 

provisional criterion marks determined by teachers to identify the samples of student responses 

that schools are required to submit for confirmation.  

Confirmation samples are representative of the school’s decisions about the quality of student 

work in relation to the ISMG and are used to make decisions about the cohort’s results. If further 

information is required about the school’s application of the ISMG to finalise a confirmation 

decision, the QCAA requests additional samples.  

Schools may request a review where an individual student’s confirmed result is different from the 

school’s provisional mark in one or more criteria and the school considers this result to be an 

anomaly or exception.  

The following table includes the percentage agreement between the provisional marks and 

confirmed marks by assessment instrument. The Assessment decisions section of this report for 

each assessment instrument identifies the agreement trends between provisional and confirmed 

marks by criterion. 
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Number of samples reviewed and percentage agreement 

IA Number of schools Number of 

samples requested 

Number of 

additional samples 

requested 

Percentage 

agreement with 

provisional marks 

1 340 1837 318 72.35 

2 340 1752 314 73.82 

3 340 1767 261 70.59 
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Internal assessment 1 (IA1) 

Investigation — inquiry phase 1 (15%) 

The IA1 Investigation — inquiry phase 1 is in response to a teacher-facilitated direct stimulus or 

experience and frames the individual inquiry question. Students respond to researched 

knowledge to develop an individualised focus in a particular context, which provides opportunities 

for students to build on their knowledge and art practices.  

This summative internal assessment uses research or investigative practices to assess problem-

solving and the realisation of a student focus, assessing a range of cognitive processes in both 

making and responding (General syllabus section 4.7.1; Alternative Sequence section 2.7.1). 

Assessment design 

Validity 

Validity in assessment design considers the extent to which an assessment item accurately 

measures what it is intended to measure and that the evidence of student learning collected from 

an assessment can be legitimately used for the purpose specified in the syllabus. 

Reasons for non-endorsement by priority of assessment  

Validity priority Number of times priority was identified in decisions* 

Alignment 107 

Authentication 3 

Authenticity 59 

Item construction 36 

Scope and scale 6 

*Each priority might contain up to four assessment practices. 

Total number of submissions: 347. 

Effective practices 

Validity priorities were effectively demonstrated in assessment instruments that: 

• enabled students to engage in rigorous and highly individualised inquiry that aligned to the 

subject matter of the syllabus 

• contextualised the teacher-facilitated direct stimulus or experience to the school setting and 

aligned to task-specific assessment objectives 

• used item conventions that had explicit instructions and appropriate scope and scale for the 

conditions of the task 

• aligned with the specifications in the syllabus and did not repeat or redefine information that 

was also provided in the assessment instrument conditions. 
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Practices to strengthen 

It is recommended that assessment instruments: 

• utilise an authentic stimulus or experience that is relevant and specific to the school context 

and not too broad or ambiguous for students  

• state the teacher-facilitated direct stimulus or experience in the context section of the task; 

further details about this stimulus, but no additional stimulus should be introduced in the 

stimulus section 

• provide opportunity for students to respond in all three modes: written report, multimodal 

presentation, or digital presentation 

• clearly align to syllabus conditions and provide clear instruction and more explicit cues for 

students in scaffolding section 

• allow for personal, contemporary, cultural and formal contexts for Unit 3 (General syllabus 

section 4.7.1) and AS unit 1 (Alternative Sequence section 2.7.1). 

Accessibility 

Accessibility in assessment design ensures that no student or group of students is disadvantaged 

in their capacity to access an assessment. 

Reasons for non-endorsement by priority of assessment  

Accessibility priority Number of times priority was identified in decisions* 

Bias avoidance 1 

Language 9 

Layout 5 

Transparency 11 

*Each priority might contain up to four assessment practices. 

Total number of submissions: 347. 

Effective practices 

Accessibility priorities were effectively demonstrated in assessment instruments that:  

• provided clear instructions in the context, stimulus and scaffolding sections and aligned with 

the assessment objectives and the instrument-specific marking guide 

• avoided bias and inappropriate content in the context, stimulus and task sections of the 

assessment 

• used appropriate visual language that avoided unnecessary jargon and used the appropriate 

specialist and colloquial language 

• were proofread for errors and modelled accurate spelling, grammar, punctuation and other 

textual features. 
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Practices to strengthen 

It is recommended that assessment instruments: 

• clearly state the stimulus in the context section and do not introduce additional stimulus in the 

investigation task 

• cue students to respond to the teacher-facilitated direct stimulus or experience, as stated in 

the context section of this task 

• provide clear instructions to align the conditions, task-specific objectives and instrument-

specific marking guide in the assessment instrument. 

Assessment decisions 

Reliability 

Reliability is a judgment about the measurements of assessment. It refers to the extent to which 

the results of assessments are consistent, replicable and free from error. 

Agreement trends between provisional and confirmed marks 

Criterion 

number 

Criterion name Percentage 

agreement with 

provisional 

Percentage 

less than 

provisional 

Percentage 

greater than 

provisional 

Percentage 

both less 

and greater 

than 

provisional 

1 Developing — 

generating 

solutions 

83.24% 13.53% 2.94% 0.29% 

2 Researching — 

reacting to 

stimulus 

78.82% 18.24% 2.35% 0.59% 

3 Reflecting — 

considering ideas 

and information 

86.47% 10.59% 2.06% 0.88% 

4 Resolving — 

communicating 

as artist and 

audience 

89.12% 8.53% 2.06% 0.29% 

Effective practices 

Accuracy and consistency of the application of the ISMG for this IA was most effective when: 

• the investigation (presented either as a written report, digital or multimodal presentation) used 

the genre-specific features and language to sequence and connect ideas together in a logical 

way and concluded by stating the defined focus for the next stage of their inquiry 

• the student-generated inquiry question was  

- specific enough to define further research relevant to the stimulus 

- unpacked early in the investigation  

- explored explicitly through making and responding 
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• literal and non-literal meaning of experimental artworks and the work of key artists was 

analysed and interpreted through an explicitly identified and understood context  

• experimental works were clearly informed by reflection on research into key artists and 

demonstrated knowledge of the way visual language had been used to create meaning. 

Samples of effective practices 

The internal assessment samples presented in this subject report demonstrate a complete body 

of work by one student. 

The following are excerpts from a response that illustrates the characteristics for the criteria at the 

performance level indicated. The sample may provide evidence of more than one criterion. The 

characteristics highlighted may not be the only time the characteristics have occurred throughout 

the response. 

These student response excerpts have been included:  

• to demonstrate the Developing — generating solutions criterion, providing evidence of 

- an inquiry question that specifies artwork purpose and leads to multidisciplinary 

approaches to enrich the intellectual inquiry 

- implementing ideas and representations (relationship between humans and nature, species 

evolution as the environment transforms) 

- exploration of diverse pathways (technologies, science, ethical boundaries; and 

connections between humans and the environment) 

- personalised problems (experience of natural environment and lived urban environment). 

Developing — 
generating solutions  
(4 marks) 

• implementation of an 
investigation informed 
by constructed 
knowledge and 
solutions to 
personalised visual art 
problems  

Excerpt 1  

 

Excerpt 2  
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These student response excerpts have been included: 

• to demonstrate the Researching — reacting to stimulus criterion, providing evidence of 

- analysis and interpretation of visual language and meaning in researched art practices and 

experimental work through specified contexts in response to stimulus 

- emphasis of interrelationships between context, stimulus and new knowledge 

- experimentation in response to reflections on the stimulus and experience in environments, 

informed by research of key artists and exploration of blending natural and found objects 

- exploitation of innovative approaches including assemblage and digital photography that 

capitalise on knowledge of artists who manipulate natural forms to communicate ideas. 

Researching — 
reacting to stimulus  
(5 marks) 

• experimentation and 
exploitation of 
innovative 
approaches that 
capitalise on new 
knowledge and 
understanding 
informed by the 
inquiry 

Excerpt 3  

 

 Excerpt 4  
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 Excerpt 5 

 

• labelled and clear 
photographic 
evidence of 
experimental work in 
response to the 
stimulus 

Excerpt 6  
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• labelled and clear 
photographic 
evidence of 
experimental work in 
response to the 
stimulus 

Excerpt 7  

 

 Excerpt 8  
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 Excerpt 9  

 

This student response excerpt has been included: 

• to demonstrate the Reflecting — considering ideas and information criterion, providing 

evidence of 

- historical influences of researched artists and contemporary art practice approaches  

- strengths, implications and limitations of approaches are considered to justify the direction 

of the inquiry. 

Reflecting — 
considering ideas and 
information  
(3 marks) 

• evaluation of 
contemporary and/or 
historical influences 
and their impact on 
visual and intellectual 
inquiry 

• justification of focus 
supported by critical 
understanding of 
strengths, implications 
and limitations of 
approaches 

Excerpt 10  
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These student response excerpts have been included: 

• to demonstrate the criterion Resolving — communicating as artist and audience criterion, 

providing evidence of 

- a defined focus that interrelates new knowledge gained through research of art practices, 

contexts, stimulus and the resulting inquiry 

- the application of literacy skills to sequence and connect personal ideas and 

understandings of new knowledges. 

Resolving — 
communicating as 
artist and audience  
(3 marks) 

• application of literacy 
skills through 
sequenced and 
connected ideas that 
express 
understandings of the 
knowledge gained 
through the inquiry 
question 

• realisation of 
responses that reach 
conclusions and 
express meaning 
about the 
interrelationships of 
knowledge and art 
practice to articulate a 
defined focus 

Excerpt 11  

Excerpt 12 

 

Practices to strengthen 

To further ensure accuracy and consistency of the application of the ISMG for this IA, it is 

recommended that: 

• for the Developing criterion, at the 3-mark performance level, diverse pathways may be 

demonstrated by exploration of 

- ideas that synthesise artists’ practices and their own art practice  

- a range of ideas for working with media or art processes  

- a range of approaches for artworks in response to the stimulus 

- various representations to communicate ideas; and/or 

- a complex inquiry question leading to multidisciplinary research and ideas 

• for the Researching criterion, at the 5-mark performance level, experimentation and 

exploitation of innovative approaches are demonstrated by 

- trying or testing new ideas or methods, especially in order to discover or prove something 

- undertaking or performing an artistic procedure to test a hypothesis, make a discovery or 

demonstrate new knowledge 
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- there being a clear and purposeful connection between the stimulus, the inquiry question 

and the research of key artists 

• for the Reflecting criterion, at the 3-mark performance level, strengths, weaknesses and 

implications are embedded in the response, with implications referring to the understanding of 

approaches that will impact future plans for the body of work. For example, the implications of 

- contemporary and/or historical influences on visual language and expression to develop 

innovative approaches 

- the response to stimulus and new knowledge on representations and intended meaning 

• for the Resolving criterion, at the 3-mark performance level, a ‘defined focus’ reaches 

conclusions and expresses meaning about the interrelationships of new knowledge and art 

practice. This is demonstrated by 

- clear links between the stimulus, the inquiry question, the research and impact of artists’ 

practices on experiments that led to new knowledge 

- a clear direction and intended meaning for phase two of their inquiry, not necessarily details 

of artworks or media.  

A generalised focus that does not demonstrate these interrelationships should not be awarded 

beyond 2 marks. 

Additional advice 

• It is important to note that IA1 is a making and responding task. Labelled and clear 

photographic or digital evidence of experimental work in response to the stimulus must be 

included. This evidence could be embedded in the body of the investigation report, added as 

an appendix to the written report, or featured clearly within a digital or multimodal presentation.  

• The connection to the stimulus and the generated inquiry question must be maintained and 

documented throughout the inquiry phases of the body of work. 

• To ensure assessment decisions align with syllabus conditions, evidence must be found within 

the word, time or page/slide ranges specified in the syllabus for the selected mode. 

• Alternative Sequence syllabus schools work in AS unit 1 ‘Art as code’ for odd-numbered 

completion years, with sustained inquiry in response to stimulus, inquiry question, and 

experiments with symbolic visual language to develop a defined focus. 
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Internal assessment 2 (IA2) 

Project — inquiry phase 2 (25%) 

The IA2 Project — inquiry phrase 2 is the second stage in a self-directed body of work. This 

Project involves the development of visual solutions relevant to the student-directed focus, 

concept and context. In this phase, students research and experiment with visual language, 

expression and media, and reflect on new knowledge, art-making approaches and practices to 

resolve and communicate intended meaning through an artwork or a collection of resolved 

artworks.  

This summative internal assessment focuses on a problem-solving process that requires the 

application of a range of cognitive, technical and creative skills and theoretical understandings in 

both making and responding (General syllabus section 4.7.2; Alternative Sequence section 

2.7.2). 

Assessment design 

Validity 

Validity in assessment design considers the extent to which an assessment item accurately 

measures what it is intended to measure and that the evidence of student learning collected from 

an assessment can be legitimately used for the purpose specified in the syllabus. 

Reasons for non-endorsement by priority of assessment  

Validity priority Number of times priority was identified in decisions* 

Alignment 69 

Authentication 6 

Authenticity 34 

Item construction 10 

Scope and scale 3 

*Each priority might contain up to four assessment practices. 

Total number of submissions: 347. 

Effective practices 

Validity priorities were effectively demonstrated in assessment instruments that: 

• provided the opportunity to address all assessment specifications in the task to develop, 

research, reflect and resolve individualised responses aligned with the subject matter and 

syllabus objectives 

• connected the teacher-facilitated direct stimulus or experience and focus from Inquiry phase 1 

to Inquiry phase 2, allowing for highly individualised and relevant student-directed responses 

to concept and context  
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• provided explicit instructions that demonstrated the scope and scale of information, knowledge 

and skills appropriate to the syllabus conditions 

• used the scaffolding section to assist students to recognise resolved work and expectations for 

inquiry learning processes when making and responding to new knowledge, art-making 

approaches and practices.  

Practices to strengthen 

It is recommended that assessment instruments: 

• include all four contexts: contemporary, personal, cultural, formal  

• provide explicit information about the Inquiry phase 1 specified teacher-facilitated direct 

stimulus or experience in the stimulus section to sustain the connection throughout the inquiry 

• include all eight assessment objectives of the syllabus and align checkpoints with the task 

conditions  

• align concept and assessment objectives for Unit 3 (General syllabus section 4.7.1) and 

AS unit 1 (Alternative Sequence section 2.7.1) when required. 

Accessibility 

Accessibility in assessment design ensures that no student or group of students is disadvantaged 

in their capacity to access an assessment. 

Reasons for non-endorsement by priority of assessment  

Accessibility priority Number of times priority was identified in decisions* 

Bias avoidance 0 

Language 6 

Layout 2 

Transparency 7 

*Each priority might contain up to four assessment practices. 

Total number of submissions: 347. 

Effective practices 

Accessibility priorities were effectively demonstrated in assessment instruments that:  

• featured highly effective language practices that were free of errors in spelling, grammar, 

punctuation and other textual features  

• provided an open-ended task that avoided bias, inappropriate content and used relevant 

layout and formatting. 

Practices to strengthen 

There were no significant issues identified for improvement. 
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Assessment decisions 

Reliability 

Reliability is a judgment about the measurements of assessment. It refers to the extent to which 

the results of assessments are consistent, replicable and free from error. 

Agreement trends between provisional and confirmed marks 

Criterion 

number 

Criterion name Percentage 

agreement with 

provisional 

Percentage 

less than 

provisional 

Percentage 

greater than 

provisional 

Percentage 

both less 

and greater 

than 

provisional 

1 Developing — 

generating 

solutions 

85.29% 13.82% 0.88% 0% 

2 Researching — 

reacting to 

stimulus 

80.88% 17.94% 0.88% 0.29% 

3 Reflecting — 

considering ideas 

and information 

82.06% 17.35% 0.59% 0% 

4 Resolving — 

communicating 

as artist and 

audience  

81.47% 17.06% 1.18% 0.29% 

Effective practices 

Accuracy and consistency of the application of the ISMG for this IA was most effective when: 

• for the Developing criterion 

- the focus statement from IA1 was included (not for reassessment) to demonstrate how 

student choices for IA2 were generated from the initial stimulus, the inquiry question and 

the defined focus 

- sketches, notes, annotated diagrams and images in the four pages of supporting evidence 

indicated how a problem was defined in response to the focus and how and why media was 

selected and manipulated to further the inquiry  

- the 5–6 mark range was only awarded to work that demonstrated highly developed skills 

employing advanced or refined methods and approaches with media and an individualised 

art practice. Evidence was found in the application of materials, techniques, technologies 

and approaches in resolved work 

• for the Researching criterion 

- evidence of analysis and interpretation of literal and non-literal meaning in the work of self and 

others demonstrated an understanding of the selected context/s (not just naming the context/s) 

- evidence was provided in notes, annotated diagrams and images of relevant artists’ work, 

bullet points or brief written responses within the four pages of additional supporting 

evidence or within the annotated illustration of resolved artwork/s  
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- evidence of experimentation demonstrated that students are trying out or testing new ideas 

or methods, especially in order to discover or prove something 

- experiments were generated by insights gained through research resulting in consideration 

and exploration of diverse processes 

• for the Reflecting criterion 

- evidence was provided within the supporting evidence or within the annotated illustration of 

resolved artwork/s that demonstrated a critical understanding of the impact of relevant art 

practices, traditions, cultures and theories on decision-making 

- evidence justified how the IA2 artworks responded to critical understanding of audience 

engagement, the focus, continued inquiry and previous experimental artworks 

• for the Resolving criterion 

- evidence in artworks supported a sustained inquiry through a synthesis of acquired 

knowledge and ideas that communicated the artistic purpose defined in the focus 

- the 6–7 mark range was only awarded to artist statement/s that assisted audience 

engagement without describing processes or superficial information about the task. 

Samples of effective practices 

The internal assessment samples presented in this subject report demonstrate a complete body 

of work by one student. 

The following are excerpts from a response that illustrates the characteristics for the criteria at the 

performance level indicated. The samples may provide evidence of more than one criterion. The 

characteristics highlighted may not be the only time the characteristics have occurred throughout 

the response. 

These student response excerpts have been included: 

• to demonstrate the Developing — generating solutions criterion, providing evidence of 

- implementation of ideas and representations using a graphic organiser, annotated 

inspirational artworks and imagery to demonstrate 

▪ concept, context and chosen focus continuing from Inquiry phase 1 

▪ decision-making and consideration of various ways to enhance reading and 

engagement for audiences 

- creation of explicit meaning through knowledge, selection and manipulation of refined 

methods and approaches with a range of 3D repurposed materials to establish an 

individualised art practice that builds on the experimental work from Inquiry phase 1. 
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Developing — 
generating solutions  
(6 marks) 

• implementation of 
ideas and 
representations that 
enhance reading and 
engagement for 
audience 

• creation of explicit 
meaning by 
employing advanced 
or refined methods 
and approaches with 
media that establish 
an individualised art 
practice 

Excerpt 1 

 

Excerpt 2  

 

These student response excerpts have been included: 

• to demonstrate the Researching — reacting to stimulus criterion, providing evidence of 

- analysis and interpretation of artists’ work and experimental work to show how personal 

context impacts individualised pathways and constructs new knowledge  

- experimentation and exploitation of a range of diverse 2D and 3D materials and 

approaches, construction methods and representational ideas, informed by research of 

selected artists, consideration of the focus and the implied meaning of visual language. 
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Researching — 
reacting to stimulus  
(5 marks) 

• analysis and 
interpretation to show 
how context impacts 
individualised 
pathways and 
constructs new 
knowledge in the work 
of self and others 

• experimentation and 
exploitation using 
innovative 
approaches that 
capitalise on new 
knowledge in the work 
of self and others 

Excerpt 3 

 

Excerpt 4 

 
Excerpt 5 

 



 ________________________________________________________________________________ Internal assessment 2 (IA2) 

Visual Art subject report 

2021 cohort 
Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority 

February 2022 

Page 26 of 45 
 

This student response excerpt has been included: 

•  to demonstrate the Reflecting — considering ideas criterion, providing evidence of 

- evaluation of the contexts the student is working through, demonstrating decision-making 

informed by personal and cultural influences and contemporary issues 

- justification of art practice choices, demonstrating aesthetic understanding of the qualities 

of materials to engage audiences and communicate meaning. 

Reflecting — 
considering ideas  
(5 marks) 

• evaluation of choices 
demonstrating 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
interrelationships of 
visual language and 
influences 

• justification of 
independent 
viewpoints and art 
practice supported by 
critical understanding 
of how audiences 
engage with art and 
respond to the focus 

Excerpt 6 

 

These student response excerpts have been included: 

• to demonstrate the Resolving — communicating as artist and audience criterion, providing 

evidence of 

- application of literacy skills in an artist’s statement of no more than 150 words that 

articulates the intended meaning and new knowledge of contemporary issues to invite a 

dialogue between artist and audience 

- realisation of visual responses that demonstrate how the student solved visual problems in 

relation to the concept of Art as knowledge, the self-directed focus and contexts, to 

enhance meaning and audience engagement within the resolved display. 

Resolving — 
communicating as 
artist and audience  
(9 marks) 

• application of literacy 
skills in an artist’s 
statement that 
articulates the 
intended meaning to 
invite a dialogue 
between artist and 
audience 

• realisation of art forms 
through synthesis of 
knowledge, focus and 
contexts that enhance 
meaning and 
audience engagement 

Excerpt 7 
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 Excerpt 8 

 

 Excerpt 9 

 

Practices to strengthen 

To further ensure accuracy and consistency of the application of the ISMG for this IA, it is 

recommended that: 

• for the Researching criterion 

- responses show evidence of the analysis and interpretation of visual language and 

expression in relevant artworks that clearly relate to the focus, context/s and the resolved 

artwork/s 

- there is an emphasis on contemporary art practices in research and experimentation that 

aligns with the syllabus core learning 

- relevant multidisciplinary fields are considered within research to expand new knowledge 

and inform artworks through intellectual inquiry 

• for the Reflecting criterion 

- responses show evidence of how art practices, traditions, cultures and theories have 

impacted on their decisions. This evidence could occur in the artist’s statement/s, in the 

annotated illustration, or within the four pages of supporting evidence 
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- responses justify decisions based on strengths, implications and limitations of selected 

approaches. This evidence could be captured in the four pages of supporting evidence in 

the form of a mind map, simple graphic or dot points 

• responses matched to the two upper performance levels of the Resolving criterion 

- include artist statements that invite a dialogue between student artist and audience by 

▪ using the language of an artist writing for an authentic gallery audience, rather than a 

school/teacher audience 

▪ expressing purpose, acquired knowledge, meaning and concept rather than describing 

processes and stages in the development of the artwork 

- include visual responses that demonstrate the characteristics of resolved artwork/s to 

enhance the intended meaning and engage audiences, such as 

▪ evidence of depth of research, development and critical reflection 

▪ communication of personal aesthetic 

▪ a degree of ‘finish’, showing knowledge and understanding of media and technical skills 

▪ end-points being reached 

▪ concept of Art as knowledge, the focus continued from IA1, understanding of chosen 

context/s and selected media areas used to solve complex problems of visual language 

and expression. 

Additional advice 

To ensure assessment decisions align with syllabus conditions, evidence must be found in: 

• drafted, edited and clearly labelled artist’s statement/s of no more than 150 words each 

(name, title, media and size are not included in word count) 

• one annotated illustration page/slide only that includes images/details of all resolved artwork/s 

in the submission and brief points that identify evidence of inquiry processes in resolved 

artwork/s. The total word limit for this evidence is 200 words 

• no more than four pages/slides of supporting evidence, which includes the student’s 

experimental artwork, sketches, annotated diagrams and images, notes, ideas, photographs, 

collections of stimulus with reflective commentary and artist research 

• unlimited pages/slides of clearly labelled photographic evidence of resolved artwork/s in clear, 

high-resolution still images, including: 

- detail images to demonstrate media application and manipulation  

- relevant real or authentic virtual display options to indicate scale and any form of interaction 

or installation  

- individual and collective images of resolved work/s that are intended to be displayed as an 

installation  

• separately uploaded video files of any resolved time-based work (not hyperlinks or embedded 

video in the PDF) including video to demonstrate the nature of immersive installations 

• Alternative Sequence syllabus schools work in AS unit 1 ‘Art as code’ for odd-numbered 

completion years with sustained inquiry in response to stimulus, inquiry question, the defined 

focus and the development of symbolic visual language and meaning. 
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Internal assessment 3 (IA3) 

Project — inquiry phase 3 (35%) 

The IA3 Project — inquiry phase 3 is the third stage in the self-directed body of work. Inquiry 

phase 3 requires a divergent development of visual solutions to a different concept and the same 

student-directed focus from Inquiry phases 1 and 2. In this phase, students extend their focus 

and reflect on researched knowledge and further experiments to resolve artwork or a collection of 

resolved artworks.  

The summative internal assessment involves problem-solving processes, understandings and 

technical and creative skills to assess all cognitive processes in making and responding (General 

syllabus section 5.7.1; Alternative Sequence section 3.7.1). 

Assessment design 

Validity 

Validity in assessment design considers the extent to which an assessment item accurately 

measures what it is intended to measure and that the evidence of student learning collected from 

an assessment can be legitimately used for the purpose specified in the syllabus. 

Reasons for non-endorsement by priority of assessment  

Validity priority Number of times priority was identified in decisions* 

Alignment 52 

Authentication 2 

Authenticity 22 

Item construction 11 

Scope and scale 5 

*Each priority might contain up to four assessment practices. 

Total number of submissions: 347. 

Effective practices 

Validity priorities were effectively demonstrated in assessment instruments that: 

• foregrounded the contemporary context 

• provided clear instructions about the school-contextualised subject matter approach to 

challenge art practice through the concept of Art as alternate (General syllabus, Unit 4) 

• connected the teacher-facilitated direct stimulus or experience and focus from Inquiry phase 1 

and resolved work from Inquiry phase 2 to Inquiry phase 3, allowing for highly individualised 

and relevant student-directed responses to IA3 concept and context  

• used the scaffolding section to assist students to recognise resolved work and expectations for 

inquiry learning processes when realising the body of work. 
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Practices to strengthen 

It is recommended that assessment instruments: 

• foreground the contemporary context and the simultaneous inclusion of personal, cultural and 

formal contexts  

• provide explicit information about the Inquiry phase 1 teacher-facilitated direct stimulus or 

experience in the stimulus section to sustain the connection into Inquiry phase 3 

• clarify the realisation of a body of work — not a singular artwork or experimental folio — in the 

task or scaffolding sections to align with syllabus conditions (General syllabus section 5.7.1, 

Alternative Sequence section 3.7.1) 

• do not copy the subject matter approach to challenge art practice from QCAA samples, e.g. 

‘collaborative model of practice’ or ‘cultural and spiritual meaning’, unless relevant to the 

school context 

• align concept and assessment objectives for Unit 4 (General syllabus section 5.7.1) and AS 

unit 2 (Alternative Sequence section 3.7.1) when required. 

Accessibility 

Accessibility in assessment design ensures that no student or group of students is disadvantaged 

in their capacity to access an assessment. 

Reasons for non-endorsement by priority of assessment 

Accessibility priority Number of times priority was identified in decisions* 

Bias avoidance 0 

Language 5 

Layout 1 

Transparency 1 

*Each priority might contain up to four assessment practices. 

Total number of submissions: 347. 

Effective practices 

Accessibility priorities were effectively demonstrated in assessment instruments that utilised 

quality assurance tools to reflect on how the task aligned with expectations for transparency, 

language, layout and bias avoidance. 

Practices to strengthen 

There were no significant issues identified for improvement. 
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Assessment decisions 

Reliability 

Reliability is a judgment about the measurements of assessment. It refers to the extent to which 

the results of assessments are consistent, replicable and free from error. 

Agreement trends between provisional and confirmed marks 

Criterion 

number 

Criterion name Percentage 

agreement with 

provisional 

Percentage 

less than 

provisional 

Percentage 

greater than 

provisional 

Percentage 

both less 

and greater 

than 

provisional 

1 Developing — 

generating 

solutions 

82.94% 13.53% 2.94% 0.59% 

2 Researching — 

reacting to 

stimulus 

82.06% 14.41% 2.65% 0.88% 

3 Reflecting — 

considering ideas 

and information 

80.88% 17.06% 1.76% 0.29% 

4 Resolving — 

communicating 

as artist and 

audience 

76.47% 8.24% 7.06% 8.24% 

Effective practices 

Accuracy and consistency of the application of the ISMG for this IA was most effective when: 

• for the Developing criterion 

- the focus statement from IA1 and the single page/slide annotated illustration of resolved 

artwork/s from IA2 were included (not for reassessment) to demonstrate how student 

choices for IA3 may have been generated from the initial stimulus, the inquiry question, the 

evolved focus, and/or the second phase of the body of work 

- sketches, notes, annotated diagrams and images in the four pages of supporting evidence 

indicate how an alternate problem has been defined in response to the evolved focus and 

how and why media has been selected and manipulated to sustain the inquiry  

- the 8–9 mark range was only awarded to work that demonstrated highly-developed skills 

employing advanced or refined methods and approaches with media and an individualised, 

innovative art practice 

• for the Researching criterion 

- evidence was provided in annotations within the supporting evidence or within the annotated 

illustration of resolved artwork/s that demonstrated how the contemporary context 

▪ informed the analysis and interpretation of artworks through a lens of 21st century ideas 

▪ impacted the alternate art practice  
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- evidence of experimentation demonstrates that students are trying out or testing new ideas 

or methods, especially to discover or prove something 

- experiments are generated by insights gained through research, resulting in consideration 

and exploration of diverse processes and ideas 

• for the Reflecting criterion 

- evidence of evaluation of relevant influences and justification of a new viewpoint was 

provided in annotations within the supporting evidence, the annotated illustration of 

resolved artwork/s, or within the resolved artist’s statement/s 

- evidence justified how the IA3 artworks responded to critical understanding of audience 

engagement, the evolved focus, continued inquiry and previous artworks 

• for the Resolving criterion 

- the single page/slide annotated illustration of resolved artwork/s from IA2 was included (not 

for reassessment) to demonstrate how IA3 resolved artwork/s realised the body of work 

through sustained inquiry 

- the 7–8 mark range was only awarded to artist’s statement/s that assisted audience 

engagement without describing processes or superficial information about the task. 

Samples of effective practices 

The internal assessment samples presented in this subject report demonstrate a complete body 

of work by one student. 

The following are excerpts from a response that illustrate the characteristics for the criteria at the 

performance level indicated. The samples may provide evidence of more than one criterion. The 

characteristics highlighted may not be the only time the characteristics have occurred throughout 

the response.  

These student response excerpts have been included:  

• to demonstrate the Developing — generating solutions criterion, providing evidence of 

- implementation of ideas continuing from the Inquiry phase 1 focus, demonstrating decision-

making, and consideration of various ways to enhance reading and engagement for 

audiences through materials and construction methods to generate representations and 

communicate concepts  

- creation of explicit meaning through knowledge of assemblage approaches and refined 

construction methods, selection and manipulation of 3D repurposed materials that diverges 

from and builds on the hand-built, small mixed-media organic resolved artwork/s from 

Inquiry phase 2 to establish an individualised, innovative art practice. 
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Developing — 
generating solutions  
(9 marks) 

• implementation of 
ideas and 
representations that 
enhance reading and 
engagement for 
audience 

• creation of explicit 
meaning by employing 
advanced or refined 
methods and 
approaches with media 
that demonstrate an 
individualised, 
innovative art practice 

Excerpt 1

 

 Excerpt 2 

 

 Excerpt 3 

 

These student response excerpts have been included: 

• to demonstrate the Researching — reacting to stimulus criterion, providing evidence of 

- the use of a graphic organiser to demonstrate understanding of contemporary context to 

shape alternate meaning and representation  
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- analysis and interpretation of relevant artists’ works through a contemporary context to 

consider the repurposing of found materials using assemblage and construction 

approaches  

- experimentation and exploitation of a range of diverse 2D and 3D materials and 

approaches, construction methods and representational ideas, informed by research of a 

range of contemporary artists, consideration of the evolving focus, and the implied meaning 

of visual language. 

Researching — 
reacting to stimulus  
(7 marks) 

• analysis and 
interpretation of the 
impact of context and 
diverse aesthetic 
influences that inform 
practice 

• experimentation and 
exploitation using 
innovative 
approaches that 
capitalise on new 
knowledge and 
understanding 
relevant to the inquiry 

Excerpt 4  

 
Excerpt 5 

 

This student response excerpt has been included: 

• to demonstrate the Reflecting — considering ideas criterion, providing evidence of 

- evaluation of contemporary meaning and ideas demonstrating knowledge of the contexts 

the student is employing, influences of contemporary artists and decision-making informed 

by contemporary approaches to working with found objects  

- justification of art practice choices, demonstrating 

▪ reflection on the interrelationships of the symbolic visual language, the manipulated 

found objects, and a minimalist approach 
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▪ an independent viewpoint supported by knowledge of the qualities of selected materials 

and approaches to communicate intended meaning and engage audiences. 

Reflecting — 
considering ideas  
(7 marks) 

• evaluation of choices 
demonstrating 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
interrelationships of 
visual language and 
influences 

• justification of 
continued self-
directed inquiry and 
independent 
viewpoint supported 
by knowledge of how 
audiences engage 
with focus and 
previous artworks 

Excerpt 6 

 
Excerpt 7 

 

 

These student response excerpts have been included: 

• to demonstrate the Resolving — communicating as artist and audience criterion, providing 

evidence of  

- application of literacy skills in an artist’s statement of no more than 150 words that draws 

attention to the intended meaning of the manipulated materials to invite a dialogue between 

artist and audience 

- realisation of a body of work that demonstrates how the student solved visual problems in 

relation to the concept of ‘Art as alternate’, the previous artworks, the self-directed focus, 

and contemporary context to enhance meaning and audience engagement within the 

resolved display 

- an evolved personal aesthetic in response to the work of a contemporary artists 

(Froese/Risely/Moller), with new meaning and relationships communicated through the 

juxtaposition of found objects. 
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Resolving — 
communicating as 
artist and audience  
(12 marks) 

• application of literacy 
skills in artist’s 
statement/s that 
invites a dialogue 
between artist and 
audience about the 
intended meaning 

• realisation of a refined 
body of work through 
synthesis of concept 
and contemporary 
context that delivers 
alternate meaning and 
an evolved personal 
aesthetic 

Excerpt 8 

 

 Excerpt 9 

 

 Excerpt 10 
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• inclusion of annotated 
resolved work slide 
from IA2 to support 
the resolution of a 
body of work 

Excerpt 11 

 

Practices to strengthen 

To further ensure accuracy and consistency of the application of the ISMG for this IA, it is 

recommended that: 

• responses matched to the three upper performance levels of the Resolving criterion 

- include artist’s statement/s that invite a dialogue between student artist and audience by 

▪ using the language of an artist writing for an authentic gallery audience rather than a 

school/teacher audience 

▪ expressing purpose, acquired knowledge, meaning and concept rather than describing 

processes and stages in the development of the artwork 

- include visual responses that demonstrate the characteristics of resolved artwork/s to 

enhance the intended meaning and engage audiences by  

▪ providing evidence of depth of research, development and critical reflection 

▪ communicating personal aesthetic 

▪ showing a degree of ‘finish’, showing knowledge and understanding of media and 

technical skills 

▪ reaching end-points  

▪ recognising the concept of ‘Art as alternate’ and the evolved focus continued from IA1 

▪ applying an understanding of contemporary context and selected media areas to solve 

complex problems of visual language and expression 

- for the 9–10 mark range, a refined body of work is evident that 

▪ continues and/or makes connections to the focus and inquiry from IA1 and IA2 with 

synthesised meanings, ideas and/or representations that may develop, change or shift; 

students may present an evolved focus 

▪ enhances meaning and audience engagement through consideration of real or virtual 

display; sensory, emotional or meaningful communication; or audience experience 

and/or active involvement. 

- for the 11–12 mark range, a refined body of work is evident that 
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▪ draws together the ‘Art as alternate’ concept and the contemporary context to deliver a 

meaning that shows a development of the individualised inquiry 

▪ demonstrates artistic style/s and/or expression/s that are individualised or inventive, and 

may show strong influences, which have been adapted, combined and/or personalised 

to suit purpose and meaning. 

Additional advice 

To ensure assessment decisions align with syllabus conditions, evidence must be found in: 

• drafted, edited and clearly labelled artist’s statement/s of no more than 150 words each 

(name, title, media and size are not included in word count) 

• one annotated illustration page/slide only that includes images/details of all resolved artwork/s 

in the submission and brief points that identify evidence of inquiry processes in resolved 

artwork/s. The total word limit for this evidence is 200 words 

• no more than four pages/slides of supporting evidence, which includes student’s experimental 

artwork, sketches, annotated diagrams and images, notes, ideas, photographs, collections of 

stimulus with reflective commentary and artist research 

• unlimited pages/slides of clearly labelled photographic evidence of resolved artwork/s in clear 

high-resolution still images, including 

- detail images to demonstrate media application and manipulation  

- relevant real or authentic virtual display options to indicate scale and any form of interaction 

or installation  

- individual and collective images of resolved work/s that are intended to be displayed as an 

installation  

• separately uploaded video files of any resolved time-based work, not hyperlinks or embedded 

video in the PDF, including video to demonstrate the nature of immersive installations  

• Alternative Sequence syllabus schools work in AS unit 2 ‘Art as lens’ for odd-numbered 

completion years; alternate meaning, ideas and approaches are communicated through the 

application of different lenses within a sustained inquiry.  
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External assessment 

External assessment (EA) is developed and marked by the QCAA. The external assessment for a 

subject is common to all schools and administered under the same conditions, at the same time, 

on the same day. 

 Examination — extended response (25%) 

Assessment design 

The assessment instrument was designed using the specifications, conditions and assessment 

objectives described in the summative external assessment section of the syllabus. The 

examination consisted of one paper: 

• Paper 1 consisted of a choice of 2 extended response questions (45 marks). 

The examination assessed learning from the course of study. The questions required students to 

evaluate how artists create meaning relating to the concept of site/sight through: 

- use of audience engagement or display, or 

- borrowing from the known or familiar. 

The assessment required students to respond to an unseen extended response question in an 

analytical essay. 

Students needed to express a viewpoint and support it by comparing two chosen artworks from 

the stimulus book. The stimulus included five unseen artworks supported by individual context 

statements, which were designed to elicit an opportunity to demonstrate the assessment 

objectives. 

Assessment decisions 

Assessment decisions are made by markers by matching student responses to the external 

assessment marking guide (EAMG). The external assessment papers and the EAMG are 

published in the year after they are administered. 

Effective practices 

Overall, students responded well to:  

• analysis and interpretation of visual language, expression and meaning in artworks through an 

identified context 

• application of written literacy skills using relevant visual art terminology, reference to artworks 

and language conventions to recognise and distinguish features of selected artworks from the 

stimulus 

• communication of visual art ideas and meaning in a sustained, organised and cohesive 

sequence of information. 
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Samples of effective practices 

The following excerpts have been selected to illustrate effective student responses in one or 

more of the syllabus assessment objectives. The characteristics identified may not be the only 

time the characteristics have occurred throughout a response. 

Extended response 

Criterion: Implementing decoding skills 

Effective student responses: 

• demonstrated subject knowledge by explicitly highlighting multiple elements and principles that 

were relevant to the communication of ideas in the selected artworks. 

These student response excerpts have been included: 

• to highlight a range of relevant elements and principles to decode the visual language in the 

artwork. Throughout the response, the student refers either implicitly or explicitly to scale, 

shape, colour, light, form, texture, line, repetition, movement, emphasis. 

Implementing 
decoding skills  
(3 marks) 

• specifies a range of 
relevant elements and 
principles to 
communicate how 
ideas are represented 

Excerpt 1 
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 Excerpt 2 

 

 Excerpt 3 

 

Criterion: Analysing and interpreting 

Effective student responses: 

• provided detailed analysis of visual components and symbols that demonstrated complex 

interrelationships and the interpretation of layered meanings in the selected artworks 

• demonstrated understanding of clearly identified contemporary, personal, cultural and/or 

formal context/s through the analysis of visual language and expression and the interpretation 

of meaning related to the context. 

These student response excerpts have been included: 

• to highlight the student’s understanding of the personal and cultural contexts and interpret the 

meaning through these contexts for each artwork 

• to demonstrate detailed and insightful interpretation of the literal and non-literal meaning of the 

representational features interrelated with the collaborative process, choice of materials and 

ephemeral nature of the work. 
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Analysing and 
interpreting 
(7 marks) 

• provides detailed and 
insightful literal and 
non-literal meanings 
that interrelate 
essential features of 
the artwork 

• consistently 
demonstrates 
synthesised 
knowledge of 
specified contexts 

Excerpt 4

 

 Excerpt 5 
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Criteria: Evaluating 

Effective student responses: 

• discussed the significance of important similarities, differences and ideas of both artworks to 

demonstrate how they communicated the concept of site/sight through audience engagement 

and display or the known and familiar. 

This student response excerpt has been included: 

• to highlight the selection and appraisal of similarities, differences and ideas in the artists’ 

approaches to the communication of site/sight, which have been examined throughout the 

response. 

Evaluating (5 marks) 

• purposefully selects 
and appraises the 
significance of 
similarities, 
differences and ideas 
of both artworks in 
relation to the chosen 
question 

Excerpt 6 
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 Excerpt 7
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Criteria: Justifying  

Effective student responses: 

• provided a well-expressed viewpoint as an answer to the selected question that synthesised 

observations and understanding of the stimulus and subject-specific knowledge 

• supported the viewpoint with observations of artistic processes, artists’ intentions or 

expression. 

This student response excerpt has been included: 

• as it expresses a clearly-stated viewpoint as an answer to Question 1 and supports the 

viewpoint with evidence from the selected artworks about artistic processes and intentions 

relating to the audience engagement and display and the concept of site/sight. 

Justifying 
(5 marks) 

• supports a well-
expressed, 
independent viewpoint 
using detailed and 
pertinent examples 

Excerpt 8

 

Practices to strengthen 

It is recommended that when preparing students for external assessment, teachers consider: 

• providing opportunities for students to decode artworks through a range of elements and 

related principles to demonstrate scope of subject-specific knowledge 

• explicitly teaching that the cognitive process of comparing displays recognition of similarities 

and differences and recognises the significance of these similarities and differences  

• providing strategies to express clearly-stated viewpoints as an answer to unseen questions 

and supporting viewpoints with detailed and pertinent examples from selected artworks 

• building students’ capacity to structure responses by synthesising and interrelating relevant 

information to communicate conclusions that respond to all aspects of a specified question 

and could be applied beyond the stimulus in a wholistic understanding of art practices. 
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