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Visual Art 2019 v1.1 
IA3 mid-level annotated sample response 2 
October 2018 

Project — inquiry phase 3 (35%) 
This sample has been compiled by the QCAA to assist and support teachers to match evidence 
in student responses to the characteristics described in the instrument-specific marking guide 
(ISMG). 

Assessment objectives 
This assessment instrument is used to determine student achievement in the following 
objectives: 

1. implement alternate ideas and representations to communicate concept, context and an 
evolved focus 

2. apply literacy skills to articulate concept and focus in an artist’s statement 

3. analyse and interpret alternate visual language and expression in artworks to explore new 
viewpoints through a contemporary context 

4. evaluate art practices, traditions, cultures and theories to inform alternate approaches 

5. justify a new viewpoint supported by knowledge gained through continued self-directed 
inquiry 

6. experiment with familiar or alternate media and ideas relevant to the focus and informed by 
research of contemporary art practice 

7. create meaning through knowledge and understanding of materials, techniques, 
technologies and art processes to support alternate approaches  

8. realise a body of work through an inquiry to communicate artistic purpose and meaning to 
audiences. 

 



Instrument-specific marking guide (ISMG) 
Criterion: Developing — generating solutions 

Assessment objectives 
1. implement alternate ideas and representations to communicate concept, context and an 

evolved focus 

7. create meaning through knowledge and understanding of materials, techniques, technologies 
and art processes to support alternate approaches 

The student work has the following characteristics: Marks 

· implementation of ideas and representations that enhance reading and engagement for 
audience 

· creation of explicit meaning by employing advanced or refined methods and approaches 
with media that demonstrate an individualised, innovative art practice 

8–9 

· implementation of ideas and representations that demonstrate choices that enhance the 
inquiry and visual solutions 

· creation of meaning through selection and manipulation of media to achieve divergent 
solutions 

6–7 

· implementation of alternate ideas and representations that communicate concept, context 
and an evolved focus 

· creation of meaning through knowledge and understanding of materials, techniques, 
technologies and art processes that support alternate approaches 

4–5 

· implementation of ideas that use visual language relevant to the focus  
· creation of meaning using media and art processes 

2–3 

· implementation of ideas as visual forms 1 

· does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 0 

Criterion: Researching — reacting to stimulus 

Assessment objectives 
3. analyse and interpret alternate visual language and expression in artworks to explore new 

viewpoints through a contemporary context 

6. experiment with familiar or alternate media and ideas relevant to the focus and informed by 
research of contemporary art practice 

The student work has the following characteristics: Marks 

· analysis and interpretation of the impact of context and diverse aesthetic influences that 
inform practice  

· experimentation and exploitation using innovative approaches that capitalise on new 
knowledge and understanding relevant to the inquiry 

6–7 

· analysis and interpretation of literal and non-literal meaning in artworks 
· experimentation using insights gained through research, and exploration of diverse 

processes 

4–5 
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· analysis and interpretation of alternate visual language and expression in artworks that 
explore new viewpoints through a contemporary context  

· experimentation with familiar or alternate media and ideas relevant to the focus and 
informed by research of contemporary art practice 

3 

· interpretation of features and meaning to form visual responses 
· experimentation with media and ideas relevant to the focus 

2 

· uses visual language to form visual responses  
· experimentation with media and ideas 

1 

· does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 0 

Criterion: Reflecting — considering ideas 

Assessment objectives 
4. evaluate art practices, traditions, cultures and theories to inform alternate approaches  

5. justify a new viewpoint supported by knowledge gained through continued self-directed 
inquiry 

The student work has the following characteristics: Marks 

· evaluation of choices demonstrating knowledge and understanding of interrelationships of 
visual language and influences  

· justification of continued self-directed inquiry and independent viewpoint supported by 
knowledge of how audiences engage with focus and previous artworks 

6–7 

· evaluation of alternate art-making approaches and practices of self and others that inform 
new ideas, media, techniques and processes 

· justification of a new intended outcome supported by strengths, implications and limitations 
of alternate approaches 

4–5 

· evaluation of art practices, traditions, cultures and theories that inform alternate approaches 
· justification of a new viewpoint supported by knowledge gained through continued self-

directed inquiry 
3 

· examination of art practices, traditions, cultures and theories 
· justification of viewpoints and selection of visual language and expression supported by 

knowledge of artwork of self and others 
2 

· identification of artworks and approaches to state an opinion 1 

· does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 0 

Criterion: Resolving — communicating as artist and audience 

Assessment objectives 
2. apply literacy skills to articulate concept and focus in an artist’s statement  

8. realise a body of work through an inquiry to communicate artistic purpose and meaning to 
audiences 

  

Visual Art 2019 v1.1 
IA3 mid-level annotated sample response 2 

Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority 
October 2018 

Page 3 of 22 
 



 

The student work has the following characteristics: Marks 

· realisation of a refined body of work through synthesis of concept and contemporary 
context that delivers alternate meaning and an evolved personal aesthetic 11–12 

· realisation of a refined body of work through synthesis of knowledge and focus that 
enhances meaning and audience engagement 9–10 

· application of literacy skills in artist’s statement/s that invites a dialogue between artist and 
audience about the intended meaning 

· realisation of an individualised body of work through sustained inquiry and informed use of 
media, processes and approaches to reach end points that express new meaning 

7–8 

· application of literacy skills that communicate concept and focus in an artist’s statement 
· realisation of a body of work through an inquiry that communicates artistic purpose and 

meaning to audiences 
5–6 

· application of literacy skills to describe concept  
· realisation of a visual response that communicates ideas 

3–4 

· use of terminology to identify artworks 
· realisation of a visual response 

1–2 

· does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 0 

Task 
· Reflect on and continue to develop your focus from Unit 3. 

· Create and resolve artwork/s that communicate the concept ‘Art as alternate’, the 
contemporary context and your evolved focus. 

· Write artist statement/s and display artworks to communicate your focus and intentions to an 
audience. 

Sample response 
Criterion Allocated marks Marks awarded 

Developing — generating solutions 
Assessment objectives 1 and 7  

9 8 

Researching — reacting to stimulus 
Assessment objectives 3 and 6 

7 3 

Reflecting — considering ideas and information 
Assessment objectives 4 and 5 

7 3 

Resolving — communicating as artist and 
audience 
Assessment objectives 2 and 8 

12 6 

Total 35 20 
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The annotations show the match to the instrument-specific marking guide (ISMG) performance-level descriptors. 
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Annotated illustration from inquiry phase 2 
is included but not re-assessed. 
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Resolving — communicating as artist 
and audience [6] 
 
application of literacy skills that 
communicate concept and focus in an 
artist’s statement 
 
Use of art terminology to identify artworks; 
application of literacy skills to describe 
alternate concept and meaning using 
features of an artist’s statement. 
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Resolving — communicating as artist 
and audience [6] 
 
realisation of a body of work through 
an inquiry that communicates artistic 
purpose and meaning to audiences 
 
Realisation of the visual response 
communicates ideas about home; inquiry 
communicating artistic purpose and 
meaning is communicated through 
manipulation of imagery into Penrose 
triangle format and realised as a series of 
artworks. 
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Developing — generating solutions [8] 
 
implementation of ideas and 
representations that enhance reading 
and engagement for audience 
 
The idea of the Penrose triangle is applied 
to photographs of landscape as modular 
forms creating illusory patterns that 
communicate concept. Repetition shows 
evolved contemporary context and focus. 
Scale, shape and repetition enhance 
audience engagement by adding interest 
to the photographic imagery.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Developing — generating solutions [8] 
 
creation of explicit meaning by 
employing advanced or refined 
methods and approaches with media 
that demonstrate an individualised, 
innovative art practice 
 
Creation of meaning using knowledge and 
understanding of photography and 
Photoshop is evidence of an alternate 
approach; divergent solution created 
through digital manipulation of 
photographs.  
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Resolving — communicating as artist 
and audience [6] 
 
application of literacy skills that 
communicate concept and focus in an 
artist’s statement 
 
Use of art terminology to identify and 
describe artworks. Application of literacy 
skills communicates the connection 
between sculptural forms, visual language 
and meaning for viewer using features of 
an artist’s statement. 
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Resolving — communicating as artist 
and audience [6] 
 
realisation of a body of work through 
an inquiry that communicates artistic 
purpose and meaning to audiences 
 
This component of the body of work is 
realised as a series of relief sculptures. 
Purposeful arrangement, mounting and 
hanging of modular forms in rows of 4; 
deliberate contrasting of circular patterns 
on cubic forms is intended to confuse 
viewers. 
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Developing — generating solutions [8] 
 
implementation of ideas and 
representations that enhance reading 
and engagement for audience 
 
Use of contrasting circular shapes on 
cubic modular forms and ordered positive 
and negative pattern creates interest and 
challenges viewers to consider 
relationship between surface patterns and 
order of forms. 
 
 
 
 
 
Developing — generating solutions [8] 
 
creation of explicit meaning by 
employing advanced or refined 
methods and approaches with media 
that demonstrate an individualised, 
innovative art practice 
 
An optical challenge to the viewer is 
created through knowledge of digital 
technology, paper folding and construction 
techniques to achieve divergent three-
dimensional solution.  
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Researching — reacting to stimulus [3] 
 
experimentation with familiar or 
alternate media and ideas relevant to 
the focus and informed by research of 
contemporary art practice 
 
Evidence of research into devices to 
create optical illusions. 
 
Developing — generating solutions [8] 
 
implementation of ideas and 
representations that enhance reading 
and engagement for audience 
 
Decision-making regarding imagery, 
colour choice and placement considers 
audience engagement. The evolving focus 
is demonstrated in the Penrose triangle 
and geometric sculptural forms. 
 
Developing — generating solutions [8] 
 
creation of explicit meaning by 
employing advanced or refined 
methods and approaches with media 
that demonstrate an individualised, 
innovative art practice 
 
Divergent three-dimensional solution 
manipulates existing ideas using digital 
technology including experimentation with 
photography, Photoshop and AutoCAD 
and idea of Penrose triangle. 
 
 
Reflecting — considering ideas [3] 
 
justification of a new viewpoint 
supported by knowledge gained 
through continued self-directed inquiry 
 
The reflection describes new knowledge 
gained and the inquiry process through 
which it was acquired. 
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Reflecting — considering ideas [3] 
 
justification of a new viewpoint 
supported by knowledge gained 
through continued self-directed inquiry 
 
Evidence of reasons for visual expression 
and display choices made during the 
inquiry process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflecting — considering ideas [3] 
 
evaluation of art practices, traditions, 
cultures and theories that inform 
alternate approaches 
 
Own work is evaluated and opinion stated. 
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Researching — reacting to stimulus [3] 
 
analysis and interpretation of alternate 
visual language and expression in 
artworks that explore new viewpoints 
through a contemporary context  
 
Interpretation of features and meaning of 
contemporary artwork to form visual 
responses. 
 
 
 
Researching — reacting to stimulus [3] 
 
experimentation with familiar or 
alternate media and ideas relevant to 
the focus and informed by research of 
contemporary art practice 
 
A range of experiments with the idea were 
informed by the practice of a 
contemporary artist and the idea of the 
Penrose triangle. 
 
Reflecting — considering ideas [3] 
 
evaluation of art practices, traditions, 
cultures and theories that inform 
alternate approaches 
 
Contemporary artist’s work is evaluated in 
terms of the inquiry. 
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Researching — reacting to stimulus [3] 
 
analysis and interpretation of alternate 
visual language and expression in 
artworks that explore new viewpoints 
through a contemporary context  
 
Interpretation of features and meaning of 
contemporary artwork to form visual 
responses. 
 
 
 
 
Researching — reacting to stimulus [3] 
 
experimentation with familiar or 
alternate media and ideas relevant to 
the focus and informed by research of 
contemporary art practice 
 
A range of experiments with the media 
and idea were informed by the practice of 
a contemporary artist. 
 
Reflecting — considering ideas [3] 
 
evaluation of art practices, traditions, 
cultures and theories that inform 
alternate approaches 
 
Contemporary artist’s work is evaluated in 
terms of the inquiry. 
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Reflecting — considering ideas [3] 
 
justification of a new viewpoint 
supported by knowledge gained 
through continued self-directed inquiry 
 
Supports visual expression and display 
choices made during the inquiry process. 
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This sample has been compiled by the QCAA to assist and support teachers to match evidence in student responses to the characteristics described in the instrument-specific marking guide (ISMG).

Assessment objectives

This assessment instrument is used to determine student achievement in the following objectives:

1.	implement alternate ideas and representations to communicate concept, context and an evolved focus

2.	apply literacy skills to articulate concept and focus in an artist’s statement

3.	analyse and interpret alternate visual language and expression in artworks to explore new viewpoints through a contemporary context

4.	evaluate art practices, traditions, cultures and theories to inform alternate approaches

5.	justify a new viewpoint supported by knowledge gained through continued self-directed inquiry

6.	experiment with familiar or alternate media and ideas relevant to the focus and informed by research of contemporary art practice

7.	create meaning through knowledge and understanding of materials, techniques, technologies and art processes to support alternate approaches 

8.	realise a body of work through an inquiry to communicate artistic purpose and meaning to audiences.
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[bookmark: _Toc381954906]Instrument-specific marking guide (ISMG)

Criterion: Developing — generating solutions

Assessment objectives

1.	implement alternate ideas and representations to communicate concept, context and an evolved focus

7.	create meaning through knowledge and understanding of materials, techniques, technologies and art processes to support alternate approaches

		The student work has the following characteristics:

		Marks



		· implementation of ideas and representations that enhance reading and engagement for audience

· creation of explicit meaning by employing advanced or refined methods and approaches with media that demonstrate an individualised, innovative art practice

		8–9



		· implementation of ideas and representations that demonstrate choices that enhance the inquiry and visual solutions

· creation of meaning through selection and manipulation of media to achieve divergent solutions

		6–7



		· implementation of alternate ideas and representations that communicate concept, context and an evolved focus

· creation of meaning through knowledge and understanding of materials, techniques, technologies and art processes that support alternate approaches

		4–5



		· implementation of ideas that use visual language relevant to the focus 

· creation of meaning using media and art processes

		2–3



		· implementation of ideas as visual forms

		1



		· does not satisfy any of the descriptors above.

		0





Criterion: Researching — reacting to stimulus

Assessment objectives

3.	analyse and interpret alternate visual language and expression in artworks to explore new viewpoints through a contemporary context

6.	experiment with familiar or alternate media and ideas relevant to the focus and informed by research of contemporary art practice

		The student work has the following characteristics:

		Marks



		· analysis and interpretation of the impact of context and diverse aesthetic influences that inform practice 

· experimentation and exploitation using innovative approaches that capitalise on new knowledge and understanding relevant to the inquiry

		6–7



		· analysis and interpretation of literal and non-literal meaning in artworks

· experimentation using insights gained through research, and exploration of diverse processes

		4–5



		· analysis and interpretation of alternate visual language and expression in artworks that explore new viewpoints through a contemporary context 

· experimentation with familiar or alternate media and ideas relevant to the focus and informed by research of contemporary art practice

		3



		· interpretation of features and meaning to form visual responses

· experimentation with media and ideas relevant to the focus

		2



		· uses visual language to form visual responses 

· experimentation with media and ideas

		1



		· does not satisfy any of the descriptors above.

		0





Criterion: Reflecting — considering ideas

Assessment objectives

4.	evaluate art practices, traditions, cultures and theories to inform alternate approaches 

5.	justify a new viewpoint supported by knowledge gained through continued self-directed inquiry

		The student work has the following characteristics:

		Marks



		· evaluation of choices demonstrating knowledge and understanding of interrelationships of visual language and influences 

· justification of continued self-directed inquiry and independent viewpoint supported by knowledge of how audiences engage with focus and previous artworks

		6–7



		· evaluation of alternate art-making approaches and practices of self and others that inform new ideas, media, techniques and processes

· justification of a new intended outcome supported by strengths, implications and limitations of alternate approaches

		4–5



		· evaluation of art practices, traditions, cultures and theories that inform alternate approaches

· justification of a new viewpoint supported by knowledge gained through continued self-directed inquiry

		3



		· examination of art practices, traditions, cultures and theories

· justification of viewpoints and selection of visual language and expression supported by knowledge of artwork of self and others

		2



		· identification of artworks and approaches to state an opinion

		1



		· does not satisfy any of the descriptors above.

		0





Criterion: Resolving — communicating as artist and audience

Assessment objectives

2.	apply literacy skills to articulate concept and focus in an artist’s statement 

8.	realise a body of work through an inquiry to communicate artistic purpose and meaning to audiences






		The student work has the following characteristics:

		Marks



		· realisation of a refined body of work through synthesis of concept and contemporary context that delivers alternate meaning and an evolved personal aesthetic

		11–12



		· realisation of a refined body of work through synthesis of knowledge and focus that enhances meaning and audience engagement

		9–10



		· application of literacy skills in artist’s statement/s that invites a dialogue between artist and audience about the intended meaning

· realisation of an individualised body of work through sustained inquiry and informed use of media, processes and approaches to reach end points that express new meaning

		7–8



		· application of literacy skills that communicate concept and focus in an artist’s statement

· realisation of a body of work through an inquiry that communicates artistic purpose and meaning to audiences

		5–6



		· application of literacy skills to describe concept 

· realisation of a visual response that communicates ideas

		3–4



		· use of terminology to identify artworks

· realisation of a visual response

		1–2



		· does not satisfy any of the descriptors above.

		0





[bookmark: _Toc484080498]Task

Reflect on and continue to develop your focus from Unit 3.

Create and resolve artwork/s that communicate the concept ‘Art as alternate’, the contemporary context and your evolved focus.

Write artist statement/s and display artworks to communicate your focus and intentions to an audience.

Sample response

		Criterion

		Allocated marks

		Marks awarded



		Developing — generating solutions

Assessment objectives 1 and 7 

		9		8



		Researching — reacting to stimulus

Assessment objectives 3 and 6

		7

		3



		Reflecting — considering ideas and information

Assessment objectives 4 and 5

		7

		3



		Resolving — communicating as artist and audience

Assessment objectives 2 and 8

		12

		6



		Total

		35

		20
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The annotations show the match to the instrument-specific marking guide (ISMG) performance-level descriptors.
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		Annotated illustration from inquiry phase 2 is included but not re-assessed.

		[image: ]



		Resolving — communicating as artist and audience [6]



application of literacy skills that communicate concept and focus in an artist’s statement



Use of art terminology to identify artworks; application of literacy skills to describe alternate concept and meaning using features of an artist’s statement.
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		Resolving — communicating as artist and audience [6]



realisation of a body of work through an inquiry that communicates artistic purpose and meaning to audiences



Realisation of the visual response communicates ideas about home; inquiry communicating artistic purpose and meaning is communicated through manipulation of imagery into Penrose triangle format and realised as a series of artworks.

		[image: ]



		

Developing — generating solutions [8]



implementation of ideas and representations that enhance reading and engagement for audience



The idea of the Penrose triangle is applied to photographs of landscape as modular forms creating illusory patterns that communicate concept. Repetition shows evolved contemporary context and focus. Scale, shape and repetition enhance audience engagement by adding interest to the photographic imagery. 















Developing — generating solutions [8]



creation of explicit meaning by employing advanced or refined methods and approaches with media that demonstrate an individualised, innovative art practice



Creation of meaning using knowledge and understanding of photography and Photoshop is evidence of an alternate approach; divergent solution created through digital manipulation of photographs. 
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		Resolving — communicating as artist and audience [6]



application of literacy skills that communicate concept and focus in an artist’s statement



Use of art terminology to identify and describe artworks. Application of literacy skills communicates the connection between sculptural forms, visual language and meaning for viewer using features of an artist’s statement.
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		Resolving — communicating as artist and audience [6]



realisation of a body of work through an inquiry that communicates artistic purpose and meaning to audiences



This component of the body of work is realised as a series of relief sculptures. Purposeful arrangement, mounting and hanging of modular forms in rows of 4; deliberate contrasting of circular patterns on cubic forms is intended to confuse viewers.
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		Developing — generating solutions [8]



implementation of ideas and representations that enhance reading and engagement for audience



Use of contrasting circular shapes on cubic modular forms and ordered positive and negative pattern creates interest and challenges viewers to consider relationship between surface patterns and order of forms.











Developing — generating solutions [8]



creation of explicit meaning by employing advanced or refined methods and approaches with media that demonstrate an individualised, innovative art practice



An optical challenge to the viewer is created through knowledge of digital technology, paper folding and construction techniques to achieve divergent three-dimensional solution. 
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		Researching — reacting to stimulus [3]



experimentation with familiar or alternate media and ideas relevant to the focus and informed by research of contemporary art practice



Evidence of research into devices to create optical illusions.



Developing — generating solutions [8]



implementation of ideas and representations that enhance reading and engagement for audience



Decision-making regarding imagery, colour choice and placement considers audience engagement. The evolving focus is demonstrated in the Penrose triangle and geometric sculptural forms.



Developing — generating solutions [8]



creation of explicit meaning by employing advanced or refined methods and approaches with media that demonstrate an individualised, innovative art practice



Divergent three-dimensional solution manipulates existing ideas using digital technology including experimentation with photography, Photoshop and AutoCAD and idea of Penrose triangle.





Reflecting — considering ideas [3]



justification of a new viewpoint supported by knowledge gained through continued self-directed inquiry



The reflection describes new knowledge gained and the inquiry process through which it was acquired.
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Reflecting — considering ideas [3]



justification of a new viewpoint supported by knowledge gained through continued self-directed inquiry



Evidence of reasons for visual expression and display choices made during the inquiry process.









































Reflecting — considering ideas [3]



evaluation of art practices, traditions, cultures and theories that inform alternate approaches



Own work is evaluated and opinion stated.
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		Researching — reacting to stimulus [3]



analysis and interpretation of alternate visual language and expression in artworks that explore new viewpoints through a contemporary context 



Interpretation of features and meaning of contemporary artwork to form visual responses.







Researching — reacting to stimulus [3]



experimentation with familiar or alternate media and ideas relevant to the focus and informed by research of contemporary art practice



A range of experiments with the idea were informed by the practice of a contemporary artist and the idea of the Penrose triangle.



Reflecting — considering ideas [3]



evaluation of art practices, traditions, cultures and theories that inform alternate approaches



Contemporary artist’s work is evaluated in terms of the inquiry.
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		Researching — reacting to stimulus [3]



analysis and interpretation of alternate visual language and expression in artworks that explore new viewpoints through a contemporary context 



Interpretation of features and meaning of contemporary artwork to form visual responses.









Researching — reacting to stimulus [3]



experimentation with familiar or alternate media and ideas relevant to the focus and informed by research of contemporary art practice



A range of experiments with the media and idea were informed by the practice of a contemporary artist.



Reflecting — considering ideas [3]



evaluation of art practices, traditions, cultures and theories that inform alternate approaches



Contemporary artist’s work is evaluated in terms of the inquiry.
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		Reflecting — considering ideas [3]



justification of a new viewpoint supported by knowledge gained through continued self-directed inquiry



Supports visual expression and display choices made during the inquiry process.
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