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Introduction 
The first summative year for the new Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE) system was 
unexpectedly challenging. The demands of delivering new assessment requirements and 
processes were amplified by disruptions to senior schooling arising from the COVID-19 
pandemic. This meant the new system was forced to adapt before it had been introduced — the 
number of summative internal assessments was reduced from three to two in all General 
subjects. Schools and the QCAA worked together to implement the new assessment processes 
and the 2020 Year 12 cohort received accurate and reliable subject results. 

Queensland’s innovative new senior assessment system combines the flexibility and authenticity 
of school-based assessment, developed and marked by classroom teachers, with the rigour and 
consistency of external assessment set and marked by QCAA-trained assessment writers and 
markers. The system does not privilege one form of assessment over another, and both teachers 
and QCAA assessors share the role of making high-stakes judgments about the achievement of 
students. Our commitment to rigorous external quality assurance guarantees the reliability of both 
internal and external assessment outcomes. 

Using evidence of student learning to make judgments on student achievement is just one 
purpose of assessment. In a sophisticated assessment system, it is also used by teachers to 
inform pedagogy and by students to monitor and reflect on their progress. 

This post-cycle report on the summative assessment program is not simply being produced as a 
matter of record. It is intended that it will play an active role in future assessment cycles by 
providing observations and findings in a way that is meaningful and helpful to support the 
teaching and learning process, provide future students with guidance to support their 
preparations for summative assessment, and promote transparency and accountability in the 
broader education community. Reflection and research are necessary for the new system to 
achieve stability and to continue to evolve. The annual subject report is a key medium for making 
it accessible to schools and others. 
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Background 

Purpose 
The annual subject report is an analysis of the previous year’s full summative assessment cycle. 
This includes endorsement of summative internal assessment instruments, confirmation of 
internal assessment marks and external assessment. 

The report provides an overview of the key outcomes of one full teaching, learning and 
assessment cycle for each subject, including: 

• information about the application of the syllabus objectives through the design and marking of 
internal and external assessments 

• information about the patterns of student achievement in each subject for the assessment 
cycle. 

It also provides advice to schools to promote continuous improvement, including: 

• identification of effective practices in the design and marking of valid, accessible and reliable 
assessments 

• identification of areas for improvement and recommendations to enhance the design and 
marking of valid, accessible and reliable assessment instruments 

• provision of tangible examples of best practice where relevant, possible and appropriate. 

Audience and use 
This report should be read by school leaders, subject leaders and teachers to inform teaching 
and learning and assessment preparation. The report is to be used by schools and teachers to 
assist in assessment design practice, in making assessment decisions and in preparing students 
for external assessment. 

The report is publicly available to promote transparency and accountability. Students, parents, 
community members and other education stakeholders can learn about the assessment practices 
and outcomes for General subjects (including alternative sequences and Senior External 
Examination subjects, where relevant) and General (Extension) subjects. 

Report preparation 
The report includes analyses of data and other information from the processes of endorsement, 
confirmation and external assessment, and advice from the chief confirmer, chief endorser and 
chief marker, developed in consultation with and support from QCAA subject matter experts. 
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Subject data summary 

Subject enrolments — Composition 
• Number of schools offering the subject: 87. 

Completion of units  Units 3 and 4* 
Number of students 
completed  

192 

*Units 3 and 4 figure includes students who were not rated. 

Units 3 and 4 internal assessment results  
2020 COVID-19 adjustments 
To support Queensland schools, teachers and students to manage learning and assessment during the 
evolving COVID-19 pandemic in 2020, the QCAA Board approved the removal of one internal 
assessment for students completing Units 3 and 4 in General and Applied subjects.  
In General subjects, students completed two internal assessments and an external assessment. Schools 
made decisions based on QCAA advice and their school context. Therefore, across the state some 
instruments were completed by most schools, some completed by fewer schools and others completed 
by few or no schools. In the case of the latter, the data and information for these instruments has not 
been included. 

 

Total results for internal assessment 
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IA1 results 
IA1 total 

 
IA1 Criterion 1  IA1 Criterion 2 

 

 

 
IA1 Criterion 3   
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IA2 results 
IA2 total 

 
IA2 Criterion 1  IA2 Criterion 2 

 

 

 
IA2 Criterion 3   
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IA3 results 
IA3 total 

 
IA3 Criterion 1  IA3 Criterion 2 

 

 

 
IA3 Criterion 3  IA3 Criterion 4 
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External assessment results  

 

Final standards allocation 
The number of students awarded each standard across the state are as follows. 

Standard A B C D E 
Number of 
students 

127 43 17 0 0 

Grade boundaries 
The grade boundaries are determined using a process to compare results on a numeric scale to 
the reporting standards. 

Standard A B C D E 
Marks 
achieved 

100–84 83–65 64–44 43–15 14–0 
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Subject enrolments — Musicology 
• Number of schools offering the subject: 16. 

There were insufficient student enrolments in this subject to provide useful analytics. 

Units 3 and 4 internal assessment results  
2020 COVID-19 adjustments 
To support Queensland schools, teachers and students to manage learning and assessment during the 
evolving COVID-19 pandemic in 2020, the QCAA Board approved the removal of one internal 
assessment for students completing Units 3 and 4 in General and Applied subjects.  
In General subjects, students completed two internal assessments and an external assessment. Schools 
made decisions based on QCAA advice and their school context. Therefore, across the state some 
instruments were completed by most schools, some completed by fewer schools and others completed 
by few or no schools. In the case of the latter, the data and information for these instruments has not 
been included. 

 

Total results for internal assessment 
There were insufficient student enrolments in this subject to provide useful analytics. 

IA1 results 
There were insufficient student enrolments in this subject to provide useful analytics. 

IA2 results 
There were insufficient student enrolments in this subject to provide useful analytics. 

IA3 results 
There were insufficient student enrolments in this subject to provide useful analytics. 

External assessment results  
There were insufficient student enrolments in this subject to provide useful analytics. 

Final standards allocation 
There were insufficient student enrolments in this subject to provide useful analytics. 

Grade boundaries 
The grade boundaries are determined using a process to compare results on a numeric scale to 
the reporting standards. 

Standard A B C D E 
Marks 
achieved 

100–84 83–65 64–44 43–15 14–0 
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Subject enrolments — Performance 
• Number of schools offering the subject: 145. 

Completion of units  Units 3 and 4* 
Number of students 
completed  

587 

*Units 3 and 4 figure includes students who were not rated. 

Units 3 and 4 internal assessment results  
2020 COVID-19 adjustments 
To support Queensland schools, teachers and students to manage learning and assessment during the 
evolving COVID-19 pandemic in 2020, the QCAA Board approved the removal of one internal 
assessment for students completing Units 3 and 4 in General and Applied subjects.  
In General subjects, students completed two internal assessments and an external assessment. Schools 
made decisions based on QCAA advice and their school context. Therefore, across the state some 
instruments were completed by most schools, some completed by fewer schools and others completed 
by few or no schools. In the case of the latter, the data and information for these instruments has not 
been included. 

 

Total results for internal assessment 
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IA1 results 
IA1 total 

 
IA1 Criterion 1  IA1 Criterion 2 

 

 

 
IA1 Criterion 3   
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IA2 results 
IA2 total 

 
IA2 Criterion 1  IA2 Criterion 2 

 

 

 
IA2 Criterion 3   
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IA3 results 
IA3 total 

 
IA3 Criterion 1  IA3 Criterion 2 

 

 

 
IA3 Criterion 3  IA3 Criterion 4 
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External assessment results  

 

Final standards allocation 
The number of students awarded each standard across the state are as follows. 

Standard A B C D E 
Number of 
students 

374 176 30 3 0 

Grade boundaries 
The grade boundaries are determined using a process to compare results on a numeric scale to 
the reporting standards. 

Standard A B C D E 
Marks 
achieved 

100–84 83–65 64–44 43–15 14–0 
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Internal assessment 
The following information and advice pertain to the assessment design and assessment 
decisions for each IA in Units 3 and 4. These instruments have undergone quality assurance 
processes informed by the attributes of quality assessment (validity, accessibility and reliability). 

Endorsement 
Endorsement is the quality assurance process based on the attributes of validity and accessibility. 
These attributes are categorised further as priorities for assessment and each priority can be 
further broken down into assessment practices. Data presented in the assessment design 
sections identifies the reasons why IA instruments were not endorsed at Application 1, by the 
priority for assessments. An IA may have been identified more than once for a priority for 
assessment, e.g. it may have demonstrated a misalignment to both subject matter and to the 
assessment objective. Refer to the quality assurance tools for detailed information about the 
assessment practices for each assessment instrument. 

Total number of items endorsed in Application 1 

Number of items submitted each event IA1 IA2 IA3 
Total number of instruments 344 344 344 
Percentage endorsed in Application 1  63 51 59 

Confirmation 
Confirmation is the quality assurance process based on the attribute of reliability. Teachers make 
judgments about the evidence in students’ responses using the instrument-specific marking guide 
(ISMG) to indicate the alignment of students’ work with performance-level descriptors and 
determine a mark for each criterion. These are provisional criterion marks. The QCAA makes the 
final decision about student results through the confirmation processes. Data presented in the 
assessment decisions section identifies the level of agreement between provisional and final 
results. 

Number of samples reviewed at initial, supplementary and extraordinary review 

Composition 

IA Number of 
schools 

Number of 
samples 
requested  

Supplementary 
samples 
requested 

Extraordinary 
review 

School 
review 

Percentage 
agreement 
with 
provisional 

1 87 181 1 0 4 94.47 
2 58 116 0 0 0 94.77 
3 29 63 0 0 1 94.2 

Musicology 

IA Number of 
schools 

Number of 
samples 
requested  

Supplementary 
samples 
requested 

Extraordinary 
review 

School 
review 

Percentage 
agreement 
with 
provisional 

1 16 21 0 0 0 100 
3 16 20 0 0 0 97.62 



Music Extension General Senior Syllabus 2019 v1.1 
Subject report 2020 

Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority 
February 2021 

Page 15 of 38 
 

Performance 

IA Number of 
schools 

Number of 
samples 
requested  

Supplementary 
samples 
requested 

Extraordinary 
review 

School 
review 

Percentage 
agreement 
with 
provisional 

1 144 485 15 0 14 95.6 
2 93 306 3 0 5 96.45 
3 53 177 5 0 2 95.2 
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Internal assessment 1 (IA1) 

Composition 1, Musicology 1 and Performance 1 
(20%) 
In IA1, students select their specialisation and commence their apprenticeship, working on 
individual goals. 

Assessment design 

Validity 
Validity in assessment design considers the extent to which an assessment item accurately 
measures what it is intended to measure and that the evidence of student learning collected from 
an assessment can be legitimately used for the purpose specified in the syllabus. 

Reasons for non-endorsement by priority of assessment — validity practices 

Validity priority Number of times priority was identified in decisions* 
 Composition Musicology Performance 
Alignment 24 11 44 
Authentication 2 3 1 
Authenticity 7 6 17 
Item construction 0 0 1 
Scope and scale 1 1 3 

*Total number of submissions: 344. Each priority might contain up to four assessment practices. 

Effective practices 

Validity priorities were effectively demonstrated in assessment instruments that featured: 

• context statements that were relevant to the unit and offered an authentic scenario or situation 
for students in the local context 

• clear explanation of all assessment objectives embedded in the task description or listed 
under the ‘To complete this task, you must’ section below it. 

Practices to strengthen 

It is recommended that assessment instruments: 

• are quality assured prior to submission using the IA1 quality assurance tool to ensure all 
cognitive processes being assessed are included in the task description, e.g. manipulate.  

Accessibility 
Accessibility in assessment design ensures that no student or group of students is disadvantaged 
in their capacity to access an assessment. 
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Reasons for non-endorsement by priority of assessment — accessibility practices 

Accessibility priority Number of times priority was identified in decisions* 
 Composition Musicology Performance 
Transparency 11 5 9 
Language 1 0 0 
Layout 0 0 0 
Bias avoidance 0 0 2 

*Total number of submissions: 344. Each priority might contain up to four assessment practices. 

Effective practices 

Accessibility priorities were effectively demonstrated in assessment instruments that featured:  

• use of spacing between paragraphs and sections of the task sheet to ensure the layout is 
clear 

• accurate spelling, grammar and punctuation, and clear and concise language use.  

Practices to strengthen 

It is recommended that assessment instruments: 

• provide explicit instruction and cues to students concerning the procedures of the task (task 
and scaffolding sections) and what they are required to demonstrate. 

Assessment decisions 

Reliability 
Reliability is a judgment about the measurements of assessment. It refers to the extent to which 
the results of assessments are consistent, replicable and free from error. 
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Agreement trends between provisional and final results 

Criterion 
number 

Criterion name Percentage 
agreement with 
provisional 

Percentage less 
than provisional 

Percentage 
greater than 
provisional 

Composition 
1 Applying techniques 

and processes 
94.82 4.15 1.04 

2 Manipulating music 
elements and 
concepts 

96.37 3.63 0 

2 Communicating 
meaning 

92.23 5.7 2.07 

Musicology 
1 Applying literacy 100 0 0 
2 Expressing meaning 100 0 0 
3 Investigating music 100 0 0 
Performance 
1 Applying technique 95.6 3.21 1.18 
2 Interpreting music 

elements and 
concepts 

97.12 2.37 0.51 

3 Communicating 
meaning 

94.08 4.06 1.86 

Effective practices 

Accuracy and consistency of the application of the ISMG for this IA was most effective when: 

• for Composition 

 the application of compositional devices and the manipulation of music elements and 
concepts specific to the style and genre could be seen and heard clearly 

 syllabus glossary definitions of the performance-level descriptors and characteristics were 
used to support the teacher’s application of the ISMG, e.g.  

 integral — essential to communicate the meaning or intent 

 command — to be in control over, to have charge of 

 consistent — acting in the same way over time 

 embodies — exemplifies 

•  for Musicology 

 the student response used literacy skills to articulate and connect their ideas, and the 
summary of key findings could be clearly seen 

 syllabus glossary definitions of the performance-level descriptors and characteristics were 
used to support the teacher’s application of the ISMG, e.g.  

 articulated — clearly expressed 

 connected — arranged in a particular order 

 summary — a brief and clear statement of the major points/ideas 
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•  for Performance 

 the application of technique could be seen and heard clearly 

 it was clear that the student was able to bring out the meaning of the performance 

 syllabus glossary definitions of the performance-level descriptors and characteristics were 
used to support the teacher’s application of the ISMG, e.g.  

 integral — essential or fundamental 

 command — to be in control over, to have charge of 

 individualised — music elements and concepts are distinctly shaped in such a way to 
show the meaning in the music. 

Samples of effective practices 

The following are excerpts from responses that illustrate the characteristics for the criteria at the 
performance level indicated. The samples may provide evidence of more than one criterion. The 
characteristics highlighted may not be the only time the characteristics have occurred throughout 
the response. 

Expressing meaning 
(8 marks) 
This response provides 
evidence of the 
summary of key findings 
and an investigation of a 
selection of sources that 
are examined for their 
relevance and value. 

Excerpt 1: Musicology 
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Investigating music 
(8 marks) 
This response provides 
evidence of the 
summary of key findings 
and an investigation of a 
selection of sources that 
are examined for their 
relevance and value. 

Excerpt 2: Musicolgy 

 
 

Communicating 
meaning (3 marks) 
This performance 
statement clearly 
examines the 
performance choices 
and made judgments 
about the purpose of the 
choices. The student 
response uses literacy 
skills to sequence 
(arrange in order) and 
connect their ideas. 

Excerpt 3: Performance
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Communicating 
meaning (3 marks) 
This performance 
statement clearly 
examines the 
performance choices 
and made judgments 
about the purpose of the 
choices. The student 
response uses literacy 
skills to sequence 
(arrange in order) and 
connect their ideas. 

Excerpt 4: Performance 

 

Practices to strengthen 

To further ensure accuracy and consistency of the application of the ISMG in this IA, it is 
recommended that: 

• correct definitions of the assessment objectives and performance-level descriptors are applied 
to determine the mark awarded, i.e. 

 for Performance and Composition 

 integral — essential or fundamental (in Composition, to communicate the meaning or 
intent)  

 command — to be in control over; to have charge of 

 for Performance  

 fluent — highly developed and excellently controlled technique; flowing smoothly; 
polished  

 cohesive — characterised by being united, bound together or having integrated 
meaning; forming a united whole 

 for Composition 

 explicit — clearly and distinctly expressing all that is meant; leaving nothing merely 
implied or suggested. 

Additional advice 

Ensure that supporting evidence is submitted for each student (see syllabus Section 2.5.1 for 
accepted file types for each specialisation), e.g. for performances, the student should be visually 
and aurally identifiable.  

The reflective practice documentation is fundamental in helping students develop their responses 
and develop 21st century skills, most notably, critical thinking, creative thinking, communication, 
and information and communication technologies skills. 

Encourage students to use the reflective practice journal to develop: 

• best practice as they formulate their ideas, develop techniques and skills and critically reflect 
on their processes and organisation 

• sequenced and logical ideas in the formation of statements of intent and reflective statements 
later in the course. 
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Be mindful of task conditions, specifically length, when guiding students:  

• in the selection of repertoire for performance to demonstrate assessment objectives 

• in the formulation of the problem, question, issue or hypothesis for the investigation task to 
demonstrate the assessment objectives. 

All video samples should be able to be viewed fully using the correct MOV, AVI or MP4 format. 
To streamline evidence collection and review, the embedding of videos into PowerPoint formats 
(.pptx) will be removed from the Confirmation submission information: Music Extension 2020 
resource for all internal assessments. 
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Internal assessment 2 (IA2) 

Composition 2, Investigation 2 and Performance 2 
(20%) 
In IA2, students continue their apprenticeship, working on individual goals and becoming more 
independent.  

Assessment design 

Validity 
Validity in assessment design considers the extent to which an assessment item accurately 
measures what it is intended to measure and that the evidence of student learning collected from 
an assessment can be legitimately used for the purpose specified in the syllabus. 

Reasons for non-endorsement by priority of assessment — validity practices 

Validity priority Number of times priority was identified in decisions* 
 Composition Musicology Performance 
Alignment 27 21 56 
Authentication 3 6 6 
Authenticity 13 9 25 
Item construction 3 3 4 
Scope and scale 5 11 14 

*Total number of submissions: 344. Each priority might contain up to four assessment practices. 

Effective practices 

Validity priorities were effectively demonstrated in assessment instruments that featured: 

• context statements that were relevant to the unit and offered an authentic scenario or situation 
for students in the local context 

• clear explication of all assessment objectives embedded in the task description or listed under 
the ‘To complete this task, you must’ section below it. 

Practices to strengthen 

It is recommended that assessment instruments: 

• are quality assured prior to submission using the IA2 quality assurance tool to ensure all 
cognitive processes being assessed are included in the task description, e.g. manipulate 

• do not require students to perform at an organised school event. This contradicts the syllabus 
requirement, which states that the task should allow for a variety of performance contexts  

• do not ask students to go beyond the syllabus specifications or conditions, e.g. explaining the 
preparation of the performance to an audience; presenting compositions at an organised 
school event. 
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Accessibility 
Accessibility in assessment design ensures that no student or group of students is disadvantaged 
in their capacity to access an assessment. 

Reasons for non-endorsement by priority of assessment — accessibility practices 

Accessibility 
priority 

Number of times priority was identified in decisions* 

 Composition Musicology Performance 
Transparency 10 10 21 
Language 2 0 2 
Layout 1 0 0 
Bias avoidance 1 0 0 

*Total number of submissions: 344. Each priority might contain up to four assessment practices. 

Effective practices 

Accessibility priorities were effectively demonstrated in assessment instruments that featured: 

• use of spacing between paragraphs and sections of the task sheet to ensure the layout is 
clear 

• accurate spelling, grammar and punctuation, and clear and concise language use.  

Practices to strengthen 

It is recommended that assessment instruments: 

• provide explicit instruction and cues to students concerning the procedures of the task (task 
and scaffolding sections) and what they are required to demonstrate. 

Assessment decisions 

Reliability 
Reliability is a judgment about the measurements of assessment. It refers to the extent to which 
the results of assessments are consistent, replicable and free from error. 
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Agreement trends between provisional and final results 

Due to COVID-19 pandemic adjustments, there were insufficient student responses to this instrument in 
Musicology to provide useful analytics. 

 
Criterion 
number 

Criterion name Percentage 
agreement with 
provisional 

Percentage less 
than provisional 

Percentage 
greater than 
provisional 

Composition 
1 Applying 

techniques and 
processes 

95.04 2.48 2.48 

2 Manipulating 
music elements 
and concepts 

98.35 1.65 0 

3 Communicating 
meaning 

90.91 4.13 4.96 

Performance 
1 Applying technique 96.36 3.08 0.56 
2 Interpreting music 

elements and 
concepts 

97.76 1.4 0.84 

3 Communicating 
meaning 

95.24 2.52 2.24 

Effective practices 

Accuracy and consistency of the application of the ISMG for this IA was most effective when: 

• for Composition 

 the application of compositional devices and the manipulation of music elements and 
concepts specific to the style and genre could be seen and heard clearly 

 syllabus glossary definitions of the performance-level descriptors and characteristics were 
used to support the teacher’s application of the ISMG, e.g.  

 integral — essential to communicate the meaning or intent 

 command — to be in control over, to have charge of 

 consistent — acting in the same way over time 

 embodies — exemplifies 

•  for Performance 

 the application of technique could be seen and heard clearly 

 it was clear that the student was able to bring out the meaning of the performance 

 syllabus glossary definitions of the performance-level descriptors and characteristics were 
used to support the teacher’s application of the ISMG, e.g.  

 integral — essential or fundamental 

 command — to be in control over, to have charge of 

 individualised — music elements and concepts are distinctly shaped in such a way to 
show the meaning in the music. 
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Samples of effective practices 

The following are excerpts from responses that illustrate the characteristics for the criterion at the 
performance level indicated. The samples may provide evidence of more than one criterion. The 
characteristics highlighted may not be the only time the characteristics have occurred throughout 
the response. 

Communicating 
meaning (3 marks) 
This response provides 
evidence of the 
examination of the 
arpeggiated chords and 
texture. Judgments are 
made about the purpose 
of the music elements 
and the meaning is 
clearly expressed. The 
student response uses 
literacy skills to 
sequence (arrange in 
order) and connect their 
ideas. 

Excerpt 1:Performance 

 

Communicating 
meaning (3 marks) 
This response provides 
evidence of the 
examination of specific 
rock guitar techniques 
and compositional 
techniques. Judgments 
are made about the 
purpose of the music 
elements and the 
meaning is clearly 
expressed. The student 
response uses literacy 
skills to sequence 
(arrange in order) and 
connect their ideas. 

Excerpt 2: Composition

 

Practices to strengthen 

To further ensure accuracy and consistency of the application of the ISMG in this IA, it is 
recommended that:  

• teachers strengthen their understanding of definitions of terms in the assessment objectives 
and performance-level descriptors, i.e. 

 for the Composition criteria, Applying techniques and processes, and Manipulating music 
elements and concepts (specifically the performance levels of 4 marks and 5 marks)  

 cohesive — bound together or having integrated meaning 

 idiomatic — compositional devices appropriate to the style of music associated with a 
particular period, composer or group  

 develop — add detail and fullness to; cause to become more complex or intricate 

 explicit — clearly and distinctly expressing all that is meant; leaving nothing merely 
implied or suggested 

 integrated — combined to form a whole 

 for the criterion Communicating meaning:  
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 in Composition 

o complex — consisting of many different and interconnected parts 

o integral — essential  

 in Performance 

o examination — investigation, inspection or scrutiny of; inquiry or search into 

o evaluation — making judgments about the ideas and concepts in music in relation to 
purpose and context 

o sustained — carried on continuously, without interruption. 

Additional advice 

When submitting files for confirmation, ensure that: 

• the correct supporting evidence is submitted for each student (see Confirmation submission 
information: Music Extension 2020 on the QCAA Portal for accepted file types for each 
specialisation). The use of standardised file names to improve clarity for students and 
teachers might assist in this process, e.g. LASTname_Firstname_IA2_MEx_Composition 

• all video samples are able to be viewed fully using the correct MOV, AVI or MP4 format. To 
streamline evidence collection and review, the embedding of videos into PowerPoint formats 
(.pptx) will be removed from the Confirmation submission information: Music Extension 2020 
resource for all internal assessments. 

In line with the models of apprenticeship and the gradual release of responsibility, direct students 
to the assessment specifications (including time and word limits) as they select repertoire and 
develop their response. The reflective practice documentation is the tool through which students 
document their progress and choices as they consolidate best practice.  

If a performance goes over the time limit of approximately 2–3 minutes, clearly identify the section 
that has been used to make judgments. This can be communicated via annotations on the ISMG 
or the statement of intent, or included in the video evidence. 

If a statement of intent is not submitted, consider drawing evidence from the student’s reflective 
practice documentation to make a judgment for the Communicating meaning criterion. 
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Internal assessment 3 (IA3)  

Composition project, Musicology project and 
Performance project (35%) 
In IA3, students work independently, demonstrating their abilities and the results of their goal 
setting and reflective writing. 

Assessment design 

Validity 
Validity in assessment design considers the extent to which an assessment item accurately 
measures what it is intended to measure and that the evidence of student learning collected from 
an assessment can be legitimately used for the purpose specified in the syllabus. 

Reasons for non-endorsement by priority of assessment — validity practices 

Validity priority Number of times priority was identified in decisions* 
 Composition Musicology Performance 
Alignment 27 6 24 
Authentication 4 1 8 
Authenticity 29 9 28 
Item construction 2 2 7 
Scope and scale 3 0 5 

*Total number of submissions: 344. Each priority might contain up to four assessment practices. 

Effective practices 

Validity priorities were effectively demonstrated in assessment instruments that featured: 

• context statements that were relevant to the unit and offered an authentic scenario or situation 
for students in the local context 

• clear explication of all assessment objectives embedded in the task description or listed under 
the ‘To complete this task, you must’ section below it.  

Practices to strengthen 

It is recommended that assessment instruments:  

• are quality assured prior to submission using the IA3 quality assurance tool to ensure all 
cognitive processes being assessed are included in the task description, e.g. manipulate 

• do not require students to perform at an organised school event. This contradicts the syllabus 
requirement, which states that the task should allow for a variety of performance contexts  

• do not ask students to go beyond the syllabus specifications or conditions, e.g. explaining the 
preparation of the performance to an audience; presenting compositions or musicology 
responses at an organised school event. 
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Accessibility 
Accessibility in assessment design ensures that no student or group of students is disadvantaged 
in their capacity to access an assessment. 

Reasons for non-endorsement by priority of assessment — accessibility practices 

Accessibility 
priority 

Number of times priority was identified in decisions* 

 Composition Musicology Performance 
Transparency 1 1 3 
Language 2 0 1 
Layout 0 0 0 
Bias avoidance 0 0 0 

*Total number of submissions: 344. Each priority might contain up to four assessment practices. 

Effective practices 

Accessibility priorities were effectively demonstrated in assessment instruments that featured: 

• use of spacing between paragraphs and sections of the task sheet to ensure the layout is 
clear 

• accurate spelling, grammar and punctuation, and clear and concise language use.  

Practices to strengthen 

It is recommended that assessment instruments: 

• provide explicit instruction and cues to students concerning the procedures of the task (task 
and scaffolding sections) and what they are required to demonstrate. 

Assessment decisions 

Reliability 
Reliability is a judgment about the measurements of assessment. It refers to the extent to which 
the results of assessments are consistent, replicable and free from error. 

Agreement trends between provisional and final results 

Criterion 
number 

Criterion name Percentage 
agreement with 
provisional 

Percentage less 
than provisional 

Percentage 
greater than 
provisional 

Composition 
1 Applying 

techniques and 
processes 

92.75 4.35 2.9 

2 Manipulating 
music elements 
and concepts 

95.65 1.45 2.9 

3 Communicating 
meaning 

92.75 2.9 4.35 

4 Evaluating best 
practice 

95.65 1.45 2.9 
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Criterion 
number 

Criterion name Percentage 
agreement with 
provisional 

Percentage less 
than provisional 

Percentage 
greater than 
provisional 

Musicology 
1 Analysing music 90.48 9.52 0 
2 Investigating music 100 0 0 
3 Synthesising 

information 
100 0 0 

4 Evaluating best 
practice 

100 0 0 

Performance 
1 Applying technique 93.45 3.06 3.49 
2 Interpreting music 

elements and 
concepts 

97.82 0.87 1.31 

3 Communicating 
meaning 

94.32 3.93 1.75 

4 Evaluating best 
practice 

95.2 2.62 2.18 

Effective practices 

Accuracy and consistency of the application of the ISMG for this IA was most effective when: 

• for Composition 

 the manipulation of music elements and concepts specific to the style and genre could be 
seen and heard clearly 

 the reflective statement evaluated two strategies of best practice and metacognition was 
clearly seen 

 syllabus glossary definitions of the performance-level descriptors and characteristics were 
used to support the teacher’s application of the ISMG, e.g.  

 consistent — acting in the same way over time 

 embodies — exemplifies 

 metacognition — the act of thinking about thinking 

•  for Musicology 

 the student response articulated ideas in a sequenced and connected manner  

 the investigation of primary and secondary sources was demonstrated 

 the reflective statement evaluated two strategies of best practice and metacognition was 
clearly seen 

 syllabus glossary definitions of the performance-level descriptors and characteristics were 
used to support the teacher’s application of the ISMG, e.g.  

 articulated — clearly expressed 

 connected — arranged in a particular order 

 metacognition — the act of thinking about thinking 



Music Extension General Senior Syllabus 2019 v1.1 
Subject report 2020 

Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority 
February 2021 

Page 31 of 38 
 

•  for Performance 

 it was clear that the student was able to bring out the meaning of the performance 

 the reflective statement evaluated two strategies of best practice and metacognition was 
clearly seen 

 syllabus glossary definitions of the performance-level descriptors and characteristics were 
used to support the teacher’s application of the ISMG, e.g.  

 metacognition — the act of thinking about thinking. 

 individualised — music elements and concepts are distinctly shaped in such a way to 
show the meaning in the music. 

Samples of effective practices 

The following is an excerpt from a response that illustrates the characteristics for the criterion at 
the performance level indicated. The sample may provide evidence of more than one criterion. 
The characteristics highlighted may not be the only time the characteristics have occurred 
throughout the response. 

Evaluating best 
practice (5 marks) 
This response examines 
one technique that the 
student uses to deal with 
performance anxiety. 
Judgments made about 
the strategy are logical 
and demonstrate 
metacognition. 

Excerpt: Performance 

 

Practices to strengthen 

To further ensure accuracy and consistency of the application of the ISMG in this IA, it is 
recommended that: 

• teachers strengthen their understanding of definitions of terms in the assessment objectives 
and performance-level descriptors, i.e. 

 for the Composition criteria, Applying techniques and processes and Communicating 
meaning 

 for the Musicology criteria, Analysing music  

 for the Performance criteria, Applying technique and Communicating meaning. 

Additional advice 

When submitting files for confirmation, ensure that: 

• the correct supporting evidence is submitted for each student (see Confirmation submission 
information: Music Extension 2020 on the QCAA Portal for accepted file types for each 
specialisation). The use of standardised file names to improve clarity for students and 
teachers might assist in this process, e.g. LASTname_Firstname_IA3_MEx_Performance 
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• all video samples are able to be viewed fully using the correct MOV, AVI or MP4 format. To 
streamline evidence collection and review, the embedding of videos into PowerPoint formats 
(.pptx) will be removed from the Confirmation submission information: Music Extension 2020 
resource for all internal assessments. 

For performances, the student should be visually and aurally identifiable. 

For live multimodal presentations, test the technology for functionality before recording. 

Use checkpoints to support students in managing response length across the project 
components.  

For student responses that exceed the assessment conditions, clearly identify the section that 
has been used to make judgments. This can be communicated via annotations on the ISMG 
and/or the statement of intent, and/or included in the video evidence.  

Use the reflective practice documentation and checkpoint consultations to develop metacognition 
(thinking about thinking) and improve students’ ability to evaluate and inform their individual best 
practice. 
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External assessment 

Examination — extended response (25%) 
Assessment design 

Assessment specifications and conditions  
The extended written response is based on the sustained application of students’ cognitive 
abilities, requiring students to evaluate, examine and express information in the development of a 
response to an unseen question in a written mode. This may involve solving a problem, 
expressing and justifying a viewpoint, analysing and interpreting artwork to communicate 
meaning, or applying concepts or theories. The extended response examination requires:  

• a response to an unseen question selected from various options and unseen stimulus  

• sustained evaluation and examination to fully answer a question  

• an analytical essay that expresses a viewpoint.  

Conditions 

• Time: 2 hours plus 20 minutes planning time 

• Length: written, 800–1000 word 

• Other: 

 unseen stimulus will be succinct enough to allow students sufficient time to engage with 
them 

 students will be provided with contextual program notes during the examination to support 
understanding of the stimulus. 

The assessment instrument consisted of one paper. Questions were derived from the context of 
Unit 3 and 4. This assessment was used to determine student achievement in the following 
assessment objectives: 

1. apply written literacy skills to communicate ideas 

2. evaluate music and ideas about music relevant to the subject matter 

3. examine music and ideas about music relevant to the subject matter 

4. express analytical information about music and ideas about music to create a coherent and 
complex whole. 

The stimulus was two score-based and aural works of the same work but from different sources, 
which was designed to elicit an extended written response. 

The extended response examination required an analytical response to one unseen question with 
a length of 800–1000 words in two hours. 

Assessment decisions 
Overall, students responded well to the following assessment aspects:  
 

• the stimulus — students were able to engage with both stimulus, the digital stimulus and the 
stimulus book 
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• the assessment technique — they were well prepared for writing an analytical extended 
response. Responses were clearly organised into paragraphs specific to the selected music 
element or concept 

• communicating meaning and relating their analytical findings to the question 

• using bar numbers and time codes when providing examples to justify their viewpoint 

• selecting two music elements and concepts for each stimulus, as required by the question, 
and stating the selected elements in the opening paragraph. 

Effective practices 
The following samples were selected to illustrate highly effective student responses in some of 
the assessment objectives of the syllabus. 

Extended response 

Criterion: Applying literacy skills 

Effective student responses: 

• used relevant music terminology and expressed music ideas in a logical and organised 
manner 

• organised body paragraphs of their response in relation to the two stimulus. 

Student sample of effective responses 

This excerpt has been included to demonstrate:  

• the naming of the composer and the work and use of relevant music terminology. 

• the selection of two music elements and concepts as required by the question and stating the 
elements in the opening paragraph. 

Apply written literacy 
skills (2 marks) 
This response uses 
music terms that are 
accurate and relevant in 
response to the chosen 
question, including the 
title of the work and/or 
the name/s of the 
composer/s. 
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Criterion: Evaluating the use of music elements or concepts 

Effective student responses: 

• made a thoughtful and convincing judgment about the use of an element in relation to the 
communication of meaning in the question, demonstrating care and intent. 

Student sample of effective responses 

This excerpt has been included to: 

• demonstrate a judgment made about the use of narrow ascending glissando in a low female 
tessitura to create a seductive undertone to the mood that is thoughtful and convincing. 

Evaluate music and 
ideas about music 
(3 marks) 
This response makes a 
careful and deliberate 
judgment about the use 
of the music element or 
concept in relation to the 
communication of 
meaning in response to 
the chosen question. 

 

Criterion: Justifying the use of music elements or concepts 

Effective student responses: 

• provided one example for each music element or concept for both stimulus to strengthen the 
viewpoint. 

Student sample of effective responses  

This excerpt has been included to demonstrate: 

• an example of syncopation in bar 11 and bar 38 that is convincing in supporting the viewpoint  

• an example of unison female voices singing a slow glissando in bar 30 that is important in 
supporting the viewpoint. 

Justifying the use of 
music elements or 
concepts (3 marks) 
This response uses one 
pertinent example to 
support the viewpoint 
and references the 
example using bar 
numbers.  
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Criterion: Examining music elements or concepts 

Effective student responses: 

• clearly identified the two elements or concepts for each stimulus in the first paragraph 

• deconstructed each element in depth and breadth, providing layers of detail and specificity, 
which demonstrated evidence of thorough analysis. 

Student sample of effective responses 

This excerpt has been included to: 

• demonstrate the thorough deconstruction of pitch, with a high level of detail provided. The 
deconstruction uses chord names, specific scale degree names, quantifies the interval, names 
the key, etc. 

Examine music and 
ideas about music 
(7 marks) 
This response 
deconstructs the music 
element or concept 
thoroughly and 
accurately. 
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Criterion: Examining relationships 

Effective student responses: 

• identified the purpose of music elements or concepts working together to communicate 
meaning. 

Student sample of effective responses  

This excerpt has been included to: 

• demonstrate that connection has been made between the piano’s percussion upper register 
and the recurring semiquaver pattern. 

Examining 
relationships (1 mark)  
This response 
establishes the 
interconnectivity 
between characteristics 
of music elements or 
concepts to 
communicate meaning 
in response to the 
chosen question. 

 

Criterion: Expressing ideas 

Effective student responses:  

• organised body paragraphs of their response in relation to the two stimulus and responded to 
two selected music elements or concepts. 

Student sample of effective responses  

This sample has been included to: 

• demonstrate the selection of two music elements or concepts, as required by the question, 
and the stating of the two elements in the opening paragraph. 

Express analytical 
information about 
music and ideas about 
music (3 marks) 
This response 
synthesises information 
to provide conclusions 
that are clear and 
logical. 
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Practices to strengthen 

It is recommended that when preparing students for external assessment, teachers consider: 

• how students can demonstrate fine grained detail when deconstructing a music element or 
concepts so that important aspects of the element are not overlooked 

• ensuring students engage with a wide range of genres and styles  

• providing strategies to support students in selecting significant examples to justify their 
evaluations 

• ways for students to establish the interconnectivity between elements or concepts. 
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