
Assessment objectives
This assessment instrument is used to determine student achievement in the following objectives:

1. apply literacy skills using terminology relevant to genre/style, and use referencing and language conventions

2. evaluate two techniques and/or strategies of best practice

5. analyse music elements and concepts and ideas about music from sources

6. investigate the use of music elements and concepts and ideas about music

7. synthesise analytical information to justify a viewpoint.

Note: Objectives 3 and 4 are not assessed in this instrument.
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This sample has been compiled by the QCAA to assist and support teachers to match evidence in student responses to the characteristics 
described in the instrument-specific marking guide (ISMG).



The student work has the following characteristics: Marks

• analysis of music elements and concepts and ideas about music from a range of relevant sources reveals the interconnectivity between 
findings

9–10

• analysis of music elements and concepts and ideas about music is detailed and accurate 7–8

• analysis of music elements and concepts and ideas about music from sources 5–6

• description of relationships between elements and features within sources 3–4

• identification of elements and features within sources 1–2

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 0

Instrument-specific marking guide (ISMG)

Criterion: Analysing music
Assessment objective
5. analyse music elements and concepts and ideas about music from sources



The student work has the following characteristics: Marks

• investigation gives a summation of information to determine the relationships between primary and secondary sources 9–10

• investigation evidences primary and secondary sources 7–8

• investigation of the use of music elements and concepts and ideas about music 5–6

• selection and description of sources 3–4

• identification of music source/s 1–2

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 0

Criterion: Investigating music
Assessment objective
6. investigate the use of music elements and concepts and ideas about music 



The student work has the following characteristics: Marks

• synthesis of analytical information to discriminate relevant information that enables new understandings or conclusions about a music 
idea

9–10

• synthesis of analytical information justifies sources for value and relevance to a hypothesis or a music viewpoint 7–8

• synthesis of analytical information to justify a viewpoint 5–6

• organisation of analytical information related to a hypothesis or a music viewpoint 3–4

• inclusion of analytical information 1–2

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 0

Criterion: Synthesising information
Assessment objective
7. synthesise analytical information to justify a viewpoint 



The student work has the following characteristics: Marks

• evaluation provides evidence of metacognition that informs independent best practice 4–5

• application of literacy skills through articulated ideas, controlled structure and the sequencing of information
• evaluation examines the logic of the two selected techniques and/or strategies

3

• application of literacy skills using terminology relevant to genre/style, and use of referencing and language conventions
• evaluation of two techniques and/or strategies of best practice

2

• application of literacy skills to describe ideas
• identification of techniques or strategies of best practice

1

• does not satisfy any of the descriptors above. 0

Criterion: Evaluating best practice
Assessment objectives
1. apply literacy skills using terminology relevant to genre/style, and use referencing and language conventions

2. evaluate two techniques and/or strategies of best practice



Task

You will select a music idea. You will investigate, analyse and synthesise stimulus and collected
information relevant to your idea. You must then complete an extended response that justifies a viewpoint
in relation to this idea.
You will complete a reflective statement that evaluates at least two techniques and/or strategies of best 
practice that influenced the multimodal extended response. 



Investigating music [10]

investigation gives a 
summation of information 
to determine the 
relationships between 
primary and secondary 
sources

Identification of the 
rhythmic features of the 
polonaise has been notated 
and linked to an audio 
example which correlates 
to the secondary source.



Evaluating best practice 
[3]
evaluation examines the 
logic of the two selected 
techniques and/or 
strategies

Use of music terminology is 
relevant to the style. 
Grammar, paragraphing and 
sentence structure are clear 
and ideas are well 
articulated.

Synthesising information 
[10]

synthesis of analytical 
information to discriminate 
relevant information that 
enables new 
understandings or 
conclusions about a music 
idea

The analytical information 
supports the music viewpoint 
that the polonaise is 
militaristic. The information is 
integrated to support the 
overall viewpoint that the 
work is nationalistic.Click the speaker button for audio. 

This audio can also be accessed at: 

• https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/portal/media/snr_music_ext_20_slide_8_1.mp3

• https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/portal/media/snr_music_ext_20_slide_8_2.mp3

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/portal/media/snr_music_ext_20_slide_8_1.mp3
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/portal/media/snr_music_ext_20_slide_8_2.mp3
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Investigating music [10]

investigation gives a 
summation of information 
to determine the 
relationships between 
primary and secondary 
sources

The particular and precise 
musical structure is 
articulated to determine the 
military purpose.

Click the speaker button for audio. 
This audio can also be accessed at https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/portal/media/snr_music_ext_20_slide_9.mp3

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/portal/media/snr_music_ext_20_slide_9.mp3
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Analysing music [10]

analysis of music 
elements and concepts 
and ideas about music 
from a range of relevant 
sources reveals the 
interconnectivity between 
findings

Examination of the 
interconnectivity between 
texture and tonality reveals 
the love Chopin had for his 
country.

Click the speaker button for audio. 
This audio can also be accessed at: 

• https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/portal/media/snr_music_ext_20_slide_10_1.mp3

• https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/portal/media/snr_music_ext_20_slide_10_2.mp3

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/portal/media/snr_music_ext_20_slide_10_1.mp3
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/portal/media/snr_music_ext_20_slide_10_2.mp3
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Analysing music [10]

analysis of music elements 
and concepts and ideas 
about music from a range 
of relevant sources reveals 
the interconnectivity 
between findings

Examination of the 
interconnectivity between 
texture and rhythm provides 
insight into the lives of the 
Polish preparing for war and 
reveals Chopin’s hope for 
freedom.

Click the speaker button for audio. 
This audio can also be accessed at https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/portal/media/snr_music_ext_20_slide_11.mp3

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/portal/media/snr_music_ext_20_slide_11.mp3
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Investigating music [10]

investigation gives a 
summation of information 
to determine the 
relationships between 
primary and secondary 
sources

The connection between the 
secondary source and the 
Valse de l’Adieu reinforces 
Chopin’s emotional state.

Synthesising information 
[10]

synthesis of analytical 
information to discriminate 
relevant information that 
enables new 
understandings or 
conclusions about a music 
idea

The function of the melodic 
ambiguity in the source 
creates a feeling of 
uncertainty which justifies 
the viewpoint.

Click the speaker button for audio. 
This audio can also be accessed at https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/portal/media/snr_music_ext_20_slide_12.mp3

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/portal/media/snr_music_ext_20_slide_12.mp3
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Click the speaker button for audio. 
This audio can also be accessed at https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/portal/media/snr_music_ext_20_slide_13.mp3

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/portal/media/snr_music_ext_20_slide_13.mp3
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Analysing music [10]

analysis of music 
elements and concepts 
and ideas about music 
from a range of relevant 
sources reveals the 
interconnectivity between 
findings

Examination of the 
interconnectivity between 
rhythm and metre reveals 
the gentle and tender 
emotions Chopin holds for 
Poland.



Investigating music [10]

investigation gives a 
summation of information 
to determine the 
relationships between 
primary and secondary 
sources

The quote by Schubart in 
relation to the function of key 
within the nocturne supports 
the investigation of keys that 
reflect the varying emotions.

Click the speaker button for audio. 
This audio can also be accessed at: 

• https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/portal/media/snr_music_ext_20_slide_15_1.mp3

• https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/portal/media/snr_music_ext_20_slide_15_2.mp3

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/portal/media/snr_music_ext_20_slide_15_1.mp3
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/portal/media/snr_music_ext_20_slide_15_2.mp3
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Analysing music [10]

analysis of music 
elements and concepts 
and ideas about music 
from a range of relevant 
sources reveals the 
interconnectivity between 
findings

Examination of the 
interconnectivity between 
harmony and tonality to 
convey hope.

Click the speaker buttons for audio. 
This audio can also be accessed at: 

• https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/portal/media/snr_music_ext_20_slide_16_1.mp3

• https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/portal/media/snr_music_ext_20_slide_16_2.mp3

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/portal/media/snr_music_ext_20_slide_16_1.mp3
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/portal/media/snr_music_ext_20_slide_16_2.mp3
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Synthesising information 
[10]

synthesis of analytical 
information to discriminate 
relevant information that 
enables new 
understandings or 
conclusions about a music 
idea

The analytical information 
supports the music viewpoint 
that Chopin’s composition 
evoked feelings of 
unrequited love. The 
analysis of tempo and meter 
is coherently combined to 
support the viewpoint.



In contrast, the melody of the right hand has a free rhythm, and even 
includes large groups of semiquavers (eg. 22 at bar 4, 11 at bar 10). 
These semiquaver groups are played over the left hand, which is 
playing constant quavers on the beats. Playing these together creates 
polyrhythm (such as 22:24 at bar 4, 11:12 and bar 10 and 7:6 at bar 
75. Polyrhythms are more complex and confusing, so they help to add 
feelings of confusion and uncertainty to the piece, which adds to the 
brooding sound.

Not a lot of rhythmic patterns can be identified in the free melody, 
which helps to represent the ever-changing romantic feelings of 
Chopin toward his lovers. 

From this investigation, it is clear that Chopin’s romantic nature and 
nationalistic pride had a profound effect on his compositions. In 
particular, the effects of his values can be observed through the 
musical elements of his compositions Nocturne in B flat minor (Op. 
9, No.1), Valse de l'Adieu (Op. 69, No.1) and Military Polonaise in A 
major (Op. 40, No. 1). 
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As I develop as a musician, I have noticed that much of my work reflects my personality,
values, experiences, likes and dislikes. As an early career musician my style is still
developing; I am continually learning new ways of manipulating the music elements as I
explore, listen to, and play the work of notable composer’s throughout history. As such,
my musicological research has concentrated on the possibility that notable musicians
are also influenced by their personality, values and beliefs.

In order to first prove, then secondly to support the accuracy of my thesis, I needed to
immerse myself in a wide range of sources. In order to access these sources, I discussed
my options with the School Librarian. She directed me to the University of Queensland
(UQ) Music library and the State Library of Queensland. Our school is a member of the
UQL Cyberschool community which means that I could access their extensive range of
books. Then, as a State Library member, I could access the online database of academic
journals.

Why Chopin?

When I began researching, I realised that my thesis was too broad and it was impossible
to be comprehensive within the word limit and time frame allocated. It became clear
quite quickly that I needed to refocus my research (and thesis) on one composer.

To decide on a composer, I asked myself the following questions:

What period, genre or style of music provoked my interest?

Who where the notable composers of that period, genre or style?

Which composer inspires me the most?

Whilst I acknowledge that many composers throughout history have been referred to as
complicated, neurotic, sensitive, creative musical genius’, I focused my search within the
emotive music of the Romantic Period. To me, the music of this period is special as it
captures the diversity of the human experience. As a pianist, it made sense to focus on
the piano compositions of the period. My final decision was based on Chopin’s passion
despite affliction.

What next?

Once I knew more about Chopin’s passion for his country, his love of women, and his
troubled health, the next logical step was to choose music for analysis that reflected
these aspects of his life. Because of the sheer amount of compositions produced by
Chopin, my initial selection was based on simple aural analyses of recordings of his
music. It enabled me to create a manageable short list of music to analyse in significant
detail. These analyses formed a significant part of my reflective practice documentation
and ultimately enabled me to select the three best possible compositions to support my
thesis.

Evaluating best practice 
[3]
evaluation examines the 
logic of the two selected 
techniques and/or 
strategies

Three key strategies are 
evidenced and evaluated 
in the statement:

Strategy 1 — Being 
immersed in a wide range 
of sources

Strategy 2 — Refocusing
research and thesis to be 
more specific

Strategy 3 — Aurally 
analysing recordings to 
choose music that 
reflected the different 
aspects of Chopin’s life

Evaluating best practice 
[3]
evaluation examines the 
logic of the two selected 
techniques and/or 
strategies

Evaluation of Strategy 2 
provides evidence of logic 
through the decision to 
refocus the thesis topic in 
order to write within the 
word limit.

Evaluation of Strategy 3 is 
logical and the statement 
provides evidence about 
the notion of using aural 
analysis of recordings to 
create a short list of music, 
from which to choose three 
to analyse in detail.
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