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Unit 4 IA3: Integrated project — syllabus excerpts

Unit requirements 

In this unit, students must study at 
least one piece of repertoire from 
each of the following categories: 

• film, television and video game 
music

• musical theatre and opera

• program music.

In this unit, students develop their 
understanding about the expressive 
powers of music to convey 
narrative through setting (in time 
and place), characterisation, drama 
and/or action, mood or atmosphere 
in film and television, video games, 
music theatre, opera and program 
music.



Unit 4 IA3: Integrated project — syllabus excerpts

Specifications

The topic for the project can either be 
set by the teacher or be devised by the 
student so as to allow for individual 
interests relating to film music, 
television music, game music, 
musical theatre, opera or program 
music. The musicology component 
must allow students to analyse and 
evaluate music repertoire to justify a 
viewpoint.

The musicology component will 
inform and influence the 
composition or performance; the 
musicology component could be an 
investigation of a topic which then 
guides and shapes the composition 
or performance.



Unit 4 IA3: Integrated project 
— syllabus excerpts

Criterion 1

Analyse: analyse music to examine 
the ways in which it represents musical 
narratives

Narrative is conveyed through setting 
(in time and place), characterisation, 
drama and/or action, mood or 
atmosphere in film and television, 
video games, music theatre, opera and 
program music. 

Evaluate: make judgments about 
music relating to narrative in film, 
television music, game music, musical 
theatre, opera or program music to 
justify a viewpoint.



Unit 4 IA3: Integrated project — syllabus excerpts

Criterion 2

Apply literacy skills: apply literacy 
skills to communicate music ideas in 
a coherent work that integrates the 
two components.

The ideas in the 
musicology component 
will align with the ideas 
that are communicated in 
the performance 
statement or the statement 
of compositional intent.



Unit 4 IA3: 
Integrated 
project —
sample 
assessment 
instrument



Suggested process

1. Choose a category

2. Choose the narrative/s

3. Form a viewpoint

4. Choose repertoire to analyse in order to 
evaluate and support the viewpoint

5. Provide evidence to support the viewpoint

6. Use findings to inform a performance or 
composition

• The performance or composition will 
align with the topic of the musicological 
component

• The performance does not need to be 
one of the pieces of repertoire that is 
analysed in the musicological component

• The performance statement or the 
statement of compositional intent will 
communicate ideas that align with the 
topic of the musicological component.

Unit 4 IA3: Integrated project — Process



Unit 4 IA3: Integrated project — Process

Category

Narrative

Viewpoint

Select repertoire

Analyse and evaluate repertoire

Provide evidence to justify viewpoint

Use findings from musicological component to inform the 
making of a performance or composition

Write statement that communicates ideas that align with the topic 



Suggested process

1. Choose an identity

2. Form a viewpoint

3. Choose repertoire to analyse in order to 
evaluate and support the viewpoint

4. Provide evidence to support the viewpoint

5. Use findings to inform a performance or 
composition

• The performance or composition will 
align with the topic of the musicological 
component

• The performance does not need to be 
one of the pieces of repertoire that is 
analysed in the musicological 
component

• The performance statement or the 
statement of compositional intent will 
communicate ideas that align with the 
topic of the musicological component.

AS U2 IA3: Integrated project — Process



AS U2 IA3: Integrated project — Process

Identity

Viewpoint

Select repertoire

Analyse and evaluate repertoire

Provide evidence to justify viewpoint

Use findings from musicological component to inform the 
making of a performance or composition

Write statement that communicates ideas that align with the topic 



Unit 4 IA3: Integrated project — student response
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IA3: Integrated project — Confirmation 
submission information

The ISMG assesses the evaluation of music which provides evidence to justify 
a viewpoint. This evidence can be either MP3/MP4 excerpts or score excerpts. 
The type of evidence provided will influence which format the student submits 
the musicological response in, i.e.

a. MP3/MP4 excerpts — PPTX

b. score excerpts — PDF or PPTX.



IA3: Integrated project — Confirmation 
submission information

As indicated above, three files are required to be submitted for Confirmation. Some possible combinations 
include:

a. marked ISMG, PPTX (musicology with MP3 excerpts and performance statement), MP4 (performance)

b. marked ISMG, PDF (musicology with score excerpts and performance statement), MP4 (performance)

c. marked ISMG, PPTX (musicology with MP3 excerpts and statement of compositional intent), MP3 
(composition)

d. marked ISMG, PDF (musicology with score excerpts and statement of compositional intent), PDF 
(composition score)

If submitting PPTX, any MP4 or video files should be submitted as separate files as indicated above. It will 
be easier for you to upload to the Confirmation app and it will also be easier for the Confirmation process 
to occur smoothly.
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