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Introduction 
 

Throughout 2022, schools and the QCAA worked together to further consolidate the new 
Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE) system. The familiar challenges of flood disruption 
and pandemic restrictions were managed, and the system continued to mature regardless. 

We have now accumulated three years of assessment information, and our growing experience of 
the new system is helping us to deliver more authentic learning experiences for students. An 
independent evaluation will commence in 2023 so that we can better understand how well the 
system is achieving its goals and, as required, make strategic improvements. The subject reports 
are a good example of what is available for the evaluators to use in their research. 

This report analyses the summative assessment cycle for the past year — from endorsing internal 
assessment instruments to confirming internal assessment marks, and marking external 
assessment. It also gives readers information about: 

• how schools have applied syllabus objectives in the design and marking of internal assessments 

• how syllabus objectives have been applied in the marking of external assessments 

• patterns of student achievement. 

The report promotes continuous improvement by: 

• identifying effective practices in the design and marking of valid, accessible and reliable 
assessments 

• recommending where and how to enhance the design and marking of valid, accessible and 
reliable assessment instruments 

• providing examples, including those that demonstrate best practice. 

Schools are encouraged to reflect on the effective practices identified for each assessment, 
consider the recommendations to strengthen assessment design and explore the authentic student 
work samples provided. 

Audience and use 
This report should be read by school leaders, subject leaders and teachers to: 

• inform teaching and learning and assessment preparation 
• assist in assessment design practice 
• assist in making assessment decisions 
• help prepare students for external assessment. 

The report is publicly available to promote transparency and accountability. Students, parents, 
community members and other education stakeholders can use it to learn about the assessment 
practices and outcomes for General subjects (including alternative sequences (AS) and Senior 
External Examination (SEE) subjects, where relevant) and General (Extension) subjects. 

Report preparation 
The report includes analyses of data and other information from endorsement, confirmation and 
external assessment processes. It also includes advice from the chief confirmer, chief endorser and 
chief marker, developed in consultation with and support from QCAA subject matter experts. 
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Subject data summary 
 

Subject completion 
The following data includes students who completed the General subject or AS. 

Note: All data is correct as at 31 January 2023. Where percentages are provided, these are 
rounded to two decimal places and, therefore, may not add up to 100%. 

Number of schools that offered the subject: 181. 

Completion of units Unit 1 Unit 2 Units 3 and 4 

Number of students 
completed 2905 2757 2401 

Units 1 and 2 results 
Number of students Satisfactory Unsatisfactory 

Unit 1 2615 290 

Unit 2 2571 186 

Units 3 and 4 internal assessment (IA) results 
Total marks for IA 
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IA1 marks 
IA1 total 

 
IA1 Criterion: Explaining contexts of 
production 

 IA1 Criterion: Applying relevant terminology, 
referencing and written language conventions 

 

 

 
IA1 Criterion: Analysing features  IA1 Criterion: Appraising the impact of an 

investigated case 
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IA2 marks 
IA2 total 

 
IA2 Criterion: Treatment  IA2 Criterion: Pre-production (storyboard) 

 

 

 
IA2 Criterion: Structuring media elements  IA2 Criterion: Synthesising media elements 
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IA3 marks 
IA3 total 

 
IA3 Criterion: Treatment  IA3 Criterion: Applying literacy skills in a 

treatment 

 

 

 
IA3 Criterion: Structuring media elements  IA3 Criterion: Reflecting 

 

 

 
IA3 Criterion: Synthesising media elements  
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External assessment (EA) marks 

 

Final subject results 
Final marks for IA and EA 
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Grade boundaries 
The grade boundaries are determined using a process to compare results on a numeric scale to 
the reporting standards. 

Standard A B C D E 

Marks 
achieved 100–83 82–67 66–44 43–17 16–0 

Distribution of standards 
The number of students who achieved each standard across the state is as follows. 

Standard A B C D E 

Number of 
students 656 859 754 128 4 
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Internal assessment 
 

The following information and advice relate to the assessment design and assessment decisions 
for each IA in Units 3 and 4. These instruments have undergone quality assurance processes 
informed by the attributes of quality assessment (validity, accessibility and reliability). 

Endorsement 
Endorsement is the quality assurance process based on the attributes of validity and accessibility. 
These attributes are categorised further as priorities for assessment, and each priority can be 
further broken down into assessment practices. 

Data presented in the Assessment design section identifies the reasons why IA instruments were 
not endorsed at Application 1, by the priority for assessments. An IA may have been identified 
more than once for a priority for assessment, e.g. it may have demonstrated a misalignment to 
both the subject matter and the assessment objective/s. 

Refer to QCE and QCIA policy and procedures handbook v4.0, Section 9.5. 

Percentage of instruments endorsed in Application 1 

Number of instruments submitted IA1 IA2 IA3 

Total number of instruments 179 179 180 

Percentage endorsed in Application 1 88% 91% 87% 

Confirmation 
Confirmation is the quality assurance process based on the attribute of reliability. The QCAA uses 
provisional criterion marks determined by teachers to identify the samples of student responses 
that schools are required to submit for confirmation. 

Confirmation samples are representative of the school’s decisions about the quality of student 
work in relation to the instrument-specific marking guide (ISMG), and are used to make decisions 
about the cohort’s results. 

Refer to QCE and QCIA policy and procedures handbook v4.0, Section 9.6. 

The following table includes the percentage agreement between the provisional marks and 
confirmed marks by assessment instrument. The Assessment decisions section of this report for 
each assessment instrument identifies the agreement trends between provisional and confirmed 
marks by criterion. 

Number of samples reviewed and percentage agreement 

IA Number of schools Number of 
samples requested 

Number of 
additional samples 

requested 

Percentage 
agreement with 

provisional marks 

1 178 1059 114 78.65% 

2 177 1034 378 56.5% 

3 177 1088 158 79.1% 
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Internal assessment 1 (IA1) 
 

Case study investigation (15%) 
This assessment requires students to research a specific problem, question, issue, design 
challenge or hypothesis through collection, analysis and synthesis of primary and/or secondary 
data. An investigation uses research or investigative practices to assess a range of cognitions in 
a particular context. Research or investigative practices include locating and using information 
beyond students’ own knowledge and the data they have been given. 

Students must adhere to research conventions, e.g. citations, reference lists or bibliographies. 
This assessment occurs over an extended and defined period of time. Students may use class 
time and their own time to develop a response. 

Assessment design 

Validity 
Validity in assessment design considers the extent to which an assessment item accurately 
measures what it is intended to measure and that the evidence of student learning collected from 
an assessment can be legitimately used for the purpose specified in the syllabus. 

Reasons for non-endorsement by priority of assessment 

Validity priority Number of times priority was identified in decisions* 

Alignment 13 

Authentication 0 

Authenticity 3 

Item construction 2 

Scope and scale 2 

*Each priority might contain up to four assessment practices. 

Total number of submissions: 179. 

Effective practices 

Validity priorities were effectively demonstrated in assessment instruments that: 

• featured a real-world context outlining prior learning such as a  

- competition run by a media institution, e.g. ACMI 

- special issue of a media magazine, website or publication 

- conference paper exploring a theme or prompting question 

• provided guidance on the scope and scale of the case students selected to investigate. 
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Practices to strengthen 

It is recommended that assessment instruments: 

• include the subheading ‘To complete this task you must’ in the task section followed by the 
assessment objectives, using the exact wording from Assessment specifications (General 
syllabus, section 4.6.1) 

• rather than replicating the scaffolding from the QCAA sample assessment, provide scaffolding 
that outlines the processes to complete the task that students can follow within the context set 
by the school  

• include clear, sequenced checkpoints that break the task into segments and timeframes, e.g. 
task checkpoints indicate weeks for completion. 

Accessibility 
Accessibility in assessment design ensures that no student or group of students is disadvantaged 
in their capacity to access an assessment. 

Reasons for non-endorsement by priority of assessment 

Accessibility priority Number of times priority was identified in decisions* 

Bias avoidance 0 

Language 1 

Layout 0 

Transparency 2 

*Each priority might contain up to four assessment practices. 

Total number of submissions: 179. 

Effective practices 

Accessibility priorities were effectively demonstrated in assessment instruments that: 

• used clear and concise language that supported student understanding of the necessary 
processes to complete the task 

• indicated a maximum rating of MA15+ for cases selected.  

Practices to strengthen 

It is recommended that assessment instruments: 

• avoid repetition of information in the task description, scaffolding and checkpoints 

• explicitly cue students to research and reference.  

Assessment decisions 

Reliability 
Reliability is a judgment about the measurements of assessment. It refers to the extent to which 
the results of assessments are consistent, replicable and free from error. 
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Agreement trends between provisional and confirmed marks 

Criterion 
number 

Criterion name Percentage 
agreement with 

provisional 

Percentage 
less than 

provisional 

Percentage 
greater than 
provisional 

Percentage 
both less 

and greater 
than 

provisional 

1 Explaining 
contexts of 
production 

90.45% 6.18% 3.37% 0% 

2 Applying relevant 
terminology, 
referencing and 
written language 
conventions 

89.33% 6.18% 2.81% 1.69% 

3 Analysing 
features 92.13% 5.62% 1.69% 0.56% 

4 Appraising the 
impact of an 
investigated case 

87.08% 10.11% 2.25% 0.56% 

Effective practices 

Accuracy and consistency of the application of the ISMG for this IA was most effective when: 

• for Analysing features, responses  

- clearly focused on the interactive features of the case relevant to the Unit 3 subject matter 
of technologies 

- at the top performance-level descriptor, explicitly mentioned how the case sustains 
participation and engagement 

• for Explaining contexts of production, responses had an explicit explanation of each of the key 
concepts (technologies, audiences, and institutions). 

Samples of effective practices 

This student response excerpt has been included to provide evidence of:  

• an explanation of the significance of the contexts of production on technologies, audiences 
and institutions, e.g. explaining how 

- following safety regulations limits creative freedom on set 

- prime time placement broadens the audience base 

- following government regulations about sponsored advertising restricts potential revenue. 

Note: The characteristic/s identified may not be the only time the characteristic/s occur 
throughout a response. 
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This student response excerpt has been included as it provides evidence of: 

• the application of literacy skills enhanced by supported judgments, articulated ideas and 
controlled structure to enhance communication of meaning, by 

- explaining how filmmakers of The Simpsons Movie collaborated with retail outlets to 
promote the movie’s themes of pollution and social control 

- articulating that media products should engage with new platforms to provide meaningful 
insights for content producers  

- articulating that The Simpsons had seen a decrease in its audience because the show had 
stopped engaging in emerging media platforms. 

Note: The characteristic/s identified may not be the only time the characteristic/s occur 
throughout a response. 
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This student response excerpt has been included to provide evidence of: 

• analysis of the interactive features of traditional and emerging moving-image media platforms, 
which sustain audience engagement and participation, such as audiences being able to 
interact 

- with any console 

- at any time through on-demand platforms 

- by using accessible mobile apps. 

Note:  

• Toys For Bob (TFB) is a North American game development company.  

• The characteristic/s identified may not be the only time the characteristic/s occur throughout a 
response. 

 



 ________________________________________________________________________________ Internal assessment 1 (IA1) 

Film, Television & New Media subject report 
2022 cohort 

Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority 
February 2023 

Page 14 of 38 
 

This student response excerpt has been included to provide evidence of: 

• appraisal of factors that may have influenced the impact of audiences participating in an 
investigated new and traditional moving-image media case, such as 

- pricing, global access and technologies of access 

- the increase in available platforms 

- the release of free mobile apps. 

Note: The characteristic/s identified may not be the only time the characteristic/s occur 
throughout a response. 

 

Practices to strengthen 

To further ensure accuracy and consistency of the application of the ISMG for this IA, it is 
recommended that: 

• the chosen case is about moving-image media 

• appropriate referencing conventions are applied  

• exemplars on the QCAA Portal and past subject reports are viewed for example structures of 
the case study format 

• for Appraising the impact of an investigated case 
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- to be considered against descriptors at the top performance level (3–4 marks), when 
appraising the factors that influence audience participation, responses must have 
appraised the audience’s impact on the case at 2 marks  

- to move beyond identifying at the lower performance level (1 mark), responses should 
include the language of appraisal. 

Additional advice 
• When student responses exceed the response length outlined in the syllabus, the school 

assessment policy for managing response length should be applied. The strategy 
implemented by the school should be indicated on the ISMG and/or the student response, e.g. 
annotations on the ISMG and/or student response indicating the section used as evidence to 
award provisional marks (QCE and QCIA policy and procedures handbook v4.0, 
Section 8.2.6). 
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Internal assessment 2 (IA2) 
 

Multi-platform project (25%) 
This assessment focuses on a problem-solving process that requires the application of a range of 
cognitive, technical, and creative skills and theoretical understandings. The response is a 
coherent work that documents the iterative process undertaken to develop a solution to a 
problem, including all pre-production and production work. It may include written paragraphs and 
annotations, diagrams, photographs, or video. 

This assessment occurs over an extended and defined period of time. Students may use class 
time and their own time to develop a response. 

Assessment design 

Validity 
Validity in assessment design considers the extent to which an assessment item accurately 
measures what it is intended to measure and that the evidence of student learning collected from 
an assessment can be legitimately used for the purpose specified in the syllabus. 

Reasons for non-endorsement by priority of assessment 

Validity priority Number of times priority was identified in decisions* 

Alignment 11 

Authentication 0 

Authenticity 2 

Item construction 2 

Scope and scale 2 

*Each priority might contain up to four assessment practices. 

Total number of submissions: 179. 

Effective practices 

Validity priorities were effectively demonstrated in assessment instruments that: 

• included the assessment objectives in the task description under a subheading ‘To complete 
this task you must’ 

• featured a real-world context outlining prior learning, e.g. 

- new work being sought for a particular target audience by a production company, 
broadcaster or streaming service 

- pitching to a funding body, such as Screen Queensland 

- entering a film competition 
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- creating work for a specific viewing context or purpose, such as a tourism campaign, or 
developing work in a particular genre or to explore a theme  

• used scaffolding that prompted students to engage with processes such as risk assessment 
and copyright consideration. 

Practices to strengthen 

It is recommended that assessment instruments: 

• feature a context different from the QCAA sample assessment, to provide a school-specific 
framework for students to approach the task  

• use the language of all assessment objectives when describing the task, so that students are 
given the opportunity to cover the required assessment objectives 

• operate within the parameters of scope and scale established by the Assessment 
specifications (General syllabus, section 4.6.2). 

Accessibility 
Accessibility in assessment design ensures that no student or group of students is disadvantaged 
in their capacity to access an assessment. 

Reasons for non-endorsement by priority of assessment 

Accessibility priority Number of times priority was identified in decisions* 

Bias avoidance 0 

Language 0 

Layout 0 

Transparency 0 

*Each priority might contain up to four assessment practices. 

Total number of submissions: 179. 

Effective practices 

Accessibility priorities were effectively demonstrated in assessment instruments that: 

• used clear, sequenced checkpoints that supported student understanding of the processes 
needed to complete the task 

• avoided use of jargon 

• modelled accurate spelling, grammar and punctuation. 

Practices to strengthen 

It is recommended that assessment instruments: 

• include information under appropriate task sections 

• avoid repetition of information in the task description, scaffolding and checkpoints  

• are proofread thoroughly. 
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Additional advice 
To support students to demonstrate Objective 3, ‘construct pre-production proposals to 
communicate a narrative concept or idea’, indicate on the assessment instrument that 
storyboards, as a pre-production format, must be completed pre-production. 

• This means that storyboarding occurs prior to filming and cannot contain tracings or 
screenshots from students’ pilot sequences.  

• Checkpoints, scaffolding or task descriptions could be utilised to reinforce this assessment 
specification. 

Assessment decisions 

Reliability 
Reliability is a judgment about the measurements of assessment. It refers to the extent to which 
the results of assessments are consistent, replicable and free from error. 

Agreement trends between provisional and confirmed marks 

Criterion 
number 

Criterion name Percentage 
agreement with 

provisional 

Percentage 
less than 

provisional 

Percentage 
greater than 
provisional 

Percentage 
both less 

and greater 
than 

provisional 

1 Treatment 69.49% 20.9% 7.34% 2.26% 

2 Pre-production 
(storyboard) 68.36% 28.81% 1.69% 1.13% 

3 Structuring media 
elements 81.36% 12.43% 5.08% 1.13% 

4 Synthesising 
media elements 87.01% 7.34% 3.95% 1.69% 

Effective practices 

Accuracy and consistency of the application of the ISMG for this IA was most effective when: 

• for Structuring media elements, films exploited production practices in filming, editing and 
sound design 

• for Synthesising media elements, there was a clear link between the treatment, storyboard 
and film that showed the intended meaning and resolved the conceptual problem posed in the 
treatment 

• responses followed QCAA formatting guidelines for the treatment and storyboard (see QCAA 
Portal > Syllabuses > Film, Television & New Media > Resources > Additional resources) 

• pre-production formats of the treatment and storyboard were completed in the design phase 
and prior to the commencement of principal photography. 
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Samples of effective practices 

This student response excerpt has been included to provide evidence of: 

• symbolism and justification of the interrelationship and purpose of symbolic codes to the multi-
platform story as a whole, e.g. 

- use of a monochromatic colour palette to symbolically link to the character’s personality 

- dulled colours used to symbolise guilt 

- disarray in the mise-en-scene used to symbolise the character’s loss of control. 

Note: The characteristic/s identified may not be the only time the characteristic/s occur 
throughout a response. 

 

This student response excerpt has been included to provide evidence of: 

• construction that applies symbolic, technical and generic codes and conventions to maximise 
audience experience, e.g. the student 

- describes the symbolic intent of the shower as a purification of the character 

- notes that the character’s costume is symbolic of wealth. 

Note: The characteristic/s identified may not be the only time the characteristic/s occur 
throughout a response. 
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This student response excerpt has been included to provide evidence of: 

• structure that exploits production practices to enhance meaning, e.g. 

- a controlled mix of diegetic and non-diegetic sound to build initial tension 

- differing amounts of light used instead of different colours  

- controlled editing rhythm and cuts on movement. 

• synthesis and resolution of a conceptual problem in a multi-platform sequence that realises 
the potential of production practices, e.g. 

- using a hard directional key light to add a dreamy washed-out look and enhance the 
otherworldly nature of the character’s reality 

- juxtaposing handheld footage with slow motion, focusing the audience on important plot 
details and building suspense 

- using a monochromatic colour palette to encapsulate the aesthetics of vintage arthouse 
films of the 1960s. 

Note: The characteristic/s identified may not be the only time the characteristic/s occur 
throughout a response. 
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Content (video, 1 mins 58 sec) 

https://youtu.be/usY0SuL1feEh 

Practices to strengthen 

To further ensure accuracy and consistency of the application of the ISMG for this IA, it is 
recommended that: 

• in line with the syllabus specification for Treatment, responses ensure two or more platforms 
are used to communicate the story. The second platform needs to build upon on the story, not 
simply exist as a distribution or promotional platform (e.g. a television series with an Instagram 
page that explores the characters via Instagram stories) 

• for Pre-production (storyboard), responses clearly articulate how the codes have been applied. 
Storyboards can be enhanced with the addition of a description in which students explain how 
they intend to apply codes and conventions relevant to the task. A description helps students 
to articulate intent and assists the teacher to understand intent. For example, where the colour 
red has been used, the description might say, ‘The symbolic code of the colour red is used to 
symbolise the character’s anger’ 

• responses for both Treatment and Pre-production (storyboard) are completed before the film 
component of the project. Note that 

- these are pre-production documents, so treatments should not be written in past tense and 
storyboards should not include screenshots from the completed film  

- photographs may be used by students when developing a storyboard, especially if a 
student’s drawing skills are limited; however, these must clearly be taken prior to filming 
and the ISMG annotated to indicate this approach was used. 

Additional advice 
• Submissions should be checked carefully to ensure the correct evidence is uploaded for each 

student, e.g. that the treatment and storyboard match the film for submission and the 
treatment is not uploaded twice instead of a treatment and a storyboard. 

• All video samples should be able to be viewed in full. From Event 1 2023, all video samples 
should only be uploaded in MP4 format. 

https://youtu.be/usY0SuL1feE
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• Response length should be managed through feedback to ensure students complete the 
project components within the assessment conditions specified by the syllabus. If the 
response submitted exceeds syllabus conditions, the school assessment policy for managing 
response length should be applied. The strategy implemented by the school should be 
indicated on the ISMG and/or the student response, e.g. annotations on the ISMG or student 
response indicating the section used as evidence to award provisional marks (QCE and QCIA 
policy and procedures handbook v4.0, section 8.2.6). 
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Internal assessment 3 (IA3) 
 

Stylistic project (35%) 
This assessment focuses on a problem-solving process that requires the application of a range of 
cognitive, technical and creative skills and theoretical understandings. The response is a 
coherent work that documents the iterative process undertaken to synthesise a stylistic moving-
image media product, including all pre-production and production work. It may include written 
paragraphs and annotations, diagrams, photographs or video. 

This assessment occurs over an extended and defined period of time. Students may use class 
time and their own time to develop a response. 

Assessment design 

Validity 
Validity in assessment design considers the extent to which an assessment item accurately 
measures what it is intended to measure and that the evidence of student learning collected from 
an assessment can be legitimately used for the purpose specified in the syllabus. 

Reasons for non-endorsement by priority of assessment  

Validity priority Number of times priority was identified in decisions* 

Alignment 9 

Authentication 4 

Authenticity 1 

Item construction 5 

Scope and scale 1 

*Each priority might contain up to four assessment practices. 

Total number of submissions: 180. 

Effective practices 

Validity priorities were effectively demonstrated in assessment instruments that: 

• provided an authentic context indicating a target audience and a reason for task completion, 
e.g. 

- exploring a specific question or issue  

- promoting a school event 

- entering a competition or local festival such as the Brisbane International Film Festival (BIFF) 
or Bond University Film & Television Awards (BUFTA) 

• included the assessment objectives in the task description under a subheading ‘To complete 
this task you must’ 
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• included scaffolding that guided students through a logical order of steps to complete the task. 

Practices to strengthen 

It is recommended that assessment instruments: 

• ensure that the description of each project component cues students to demonstrate the 
cognitions identified in the assessment objectives (General syllabus, section 5.6.1) 

• feature a different context from the QCAA sample response to ensure unique responses  

• are designed to scope as stated in Assessment specifications (General syllabus section 5.6.1) 
and do not exceed the conditions of the task by requiring extra written material. 

Accessibility 
Accessibility in assessment design ensures that no student or group of students is disadvantaged 
in their capacity to access an assessment. 

Reasons for non-endorsement by priority of assessment 

Accessibility priority Number of times priority was identified in decisions* 

Bias avoidance 0 

Language 3 

Layout 0 

Transparency 1 

*Each priority might contain up to four assessment practices. 

Total number of submissions: 180. 

Effective practices 

Accessibility priorities were effectively demonstrated in assessment instruments that: 

• were free of errors and modelled accurate spelling, grammar, punctuation and other textual 
features 

• provided clear and concise instructions using language that aligned to the assessment 
specifications, cognitions and the ISMG. 

Practices to strengthen 

It is recommended that assessment instruments: 

• avoid acronyms that may not be understood by all students 

• are proofread thoroughly. 

Additional advice 
If used, the stimulus section can outline suggested starting points for idea generation. 
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Assessment decisions 

Reliability 
Reliability is a judgment about the measurements of assessment. It refers to the extent to which 
the results of assessments are consistent, replicable and free from error. 

Agreement trends between provisional and confirmed marks 

Criterion 
number 

Criterion name Percentage 
agreement with 

provisional 

Percentage 
less than 

provisional 

Percentage 
greater than 
provisional 

Percentage 
both less 

and greater 
than 

provisional 

1 Treatment 90.96% 5.65% 3.39% 0% 

2 Applying literacy 
skills in a 
treatment 96.05% 0.56% 3.39% 0% 

3 Structuring media 
elements 87.57% 7.34% 1.69% 3.39% 

4 Reflecting 91.53% 7.34% 1.13% 0% 

5 Synthesising 
media elements 89.83% 5.08% 2.26% 2.82% 

Effective practices 

Accuracy and consistency of the application of the ISMG for this IA was most effective when 
responses: 

• for Treatment  

- clearly articulated how the codes were informed by stylistic influences 

- explicitly justified the use of symbolic codes, metaphors and stylistic elements 

• for Reflecting 

- explained how stylistic elements were experimented with and how these were refined and 
developed throughout the project. 

Samples of effective practices 

This student response excerpt has been included to provide evidence of: 

• stylistic aesthetic through use of symbolic codes, metaphors and stylistic elements, e.g. 

- editing different sequences in juxtaposition as a tonal montage, to express a new and 
separate complex idea, i.e. emotional repression 

- using a young central character to symbolise teenagers of any gender  

- using different colour palettes to metaphorically represent different emotions. 

Note: The characteristic/s identified may not be the only time the characteristic/s occur 
throughout a response. 
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This student response excerpt has been included to provide evidence of: 

• Application of premises that are based on the selection and discussion of key information to 
justify and persuade, e.g. 

- explaining how metaphors inspired by an experimental art film have been used to convey 
vivid imagery about a complex subject 

- detailing after each topic sentence exactly how a stylistic aesthetic will be achieved 

- using subject terminology accurately to enhance communication. 

Note: The characteristic/s identified may not be the only time the characteristic/s occur 
throughout a response. 
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Attribution for source quoted in excerpt: 
Hwung, C (2022, February 14). Understanding the Concept of Jump Cut & How to Jump Cut like A Pro. 

Retrieved from VideoProc: https://www.videoproc.com/video-editor/jump-cut.htm  
Minor change made to the last sentence for editorial purposes. 

This student response excerpt has been included to provide evidence of: 

• structure that exploits production practices that communicate meaning and a stylistic 
aesthetic, e.g. 

- using the emotional content of shots to create meaning through juxtaposition 

- using colour coding to define the emotional content of each sequence 

- cutting shots in synchronisation to the beat of the audio to maintain tension 

• synthesis and resolution of a conceptual problem that shows a personal stylistic aesthetic, e.g. 
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- a production that clearly pays homage to Soviet Montage editing 

- the use of the same facial expression, with different colours applied to the face, to allow 
different emotional interpretations from the audience 

- juxtaposition of shots, images or sequences that are not linked by time to synthesise a 
stylistic moving-image media product that expresses an idea. 

Note: The characteristic/s identified may not be the only time the characteristic/s occur 
throughout a response. 

 
Content (video, 1 min 28 sec) 

https://youtu.be/HITEQF11mBY 

This student response excerpt has been included to provide evidence of: 

• experimentation that shows development and refinement of stylistic conventions, methods, 
elements and forms, e.g. 

- using Thomas Blanchard’s Kingdom of Colours as a creative influence 

- explaining how the student has experimented with colours to reflect emotional states 

- explaining how the student has experimented with lighting and focal length to create a 
dream-like aesthetic. 

Note: The characteristic/s identified may not be the only time the characteristic/s occur 
throughout a response. 

https://youtu.be/HITEQF11mBY
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Practices to strengthen 

To further ensure accuracy and consistency of the application of the ISMG for this IA, it is 
recommended that: 

• for Structuring media elements, at the top performance level, stylistic influences are clearly 
evident in the film and production practices are exploited based on available technologies. 
This means that shots are in focus, sound is mixed effectively, and editing is appropriate for 
the chosen style 

• to be awarded a mark higher than 1 for Reflecting, responses must summarise a project 
workflow  

• for the Synthesising media elements, responses should 

- challenge traditional filmmaking using technologies and languages to syllabus 
specifications, to achieve a ‘personal aesthetic’ that draws on stylistic influences that 
demonstrate an awareness of a filmmaking style. Projects should move beyond 
conventional representations to demonstrate the higher performance-level descriptors 
(i.e. 7 to 10 marks) 

- demonstrate links between the concept proposed in the treatment and the completed film, 
particularly if further refinement and development were required. 
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Additional advice 
• Submissions should be checked carefully to ensure the correct evidence is uploaded for each 

student, e.g. the treatment matches the film for submission. 

• Video samples should be able to be viewed in full. From Event 1 2023, all video samples 
should only be uploaded in MP4 format. 

• Response length should be managed through feedback to ensure students complete the 
project components within the assessment conditions specified by the syllabus. If the 
response submitted exceeds syllabus conditions, the school assessment policy for managing 
response length should be applied. The strategy implemented by the school should be 
indicated on the ISMG and/or the student response, e.g. annotations on the ISMG and/or 
student response to indicate the section used as evidence to award provisional marks (QCE 
and QCIA policy and procedures handbook v4.0, Section 8.2.6). 
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External assessment 
 

External assessment (EA) is developed and marked by the QCAA. The external assessment for a 
subject is common to all schools and administered under the same conditions, at the same time, 
on the same day. 

Examination — extended response (25%) 
Assessment design 
The assessment instrument was designed using the specifications, conditions and assessment 
objectives described in the summative external assessment section of the syllabus. The 
examination consisted of one paper: 

• Paper 1 consisted of a choice of three extended response questions and related stimulus 
(37 marks). 

The examination assessed learning from the course of study. Questions were derived from the 
key concepts of audiences, languages, and institutions. 

It required students to respond to their chosen question and related stimulus in the form of an 
analytical essay. 

The unseen stimulus included three video excerpts. Students were provided with contextual 
information during the examination to support their understanding of the stimulus. 

Assessment decisions 
Assessment decisions are made by markers by matching student responses to the external 
assessment marking guide (EAMG). The external assessment papers and the EAMG are 
published in the year after they are administered. 

Effective practices 
Overall, students responded well to: 

• their chosen question, analysing and appraising moving-image media language codes and 
conventions in relation to the relevant key concept of audiences, institutions or languages 

• the requirement to write an analytical essay  

- applying written literacy skills using relevant moving-image media terminology and 
language conventions to recognise and distinguish features of relevant evidence from the 
stimulus 

- communicating an argument in a sustained, organised and cohesive sequence of 
information. 

Samples of effective practices 
The following excerpts have been selected to illustrate effective student responses in one or 
more of the syllabus assessment objectives. The characteristics identified may not be the only 
time the characteristics have occurred throughout a response. 
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Extended response 

Criterion: Explaining 

Effective student responses: 

• explained the characteristics of the key concept accurately and in detail 

• provided a clear and detailed description of the contexts of production of the stimulus 

• provided a clear and detailed description of the contexts of use of the stimulus. 

This excerpt has been included to provide evidence of explaining the contexts of production and 
use, as it: 

• accurately defines the key concept of audiences 

• explains who made the advertisement, how, when, where and why 

• explains who the advertisement was made for and how it has been shaped to appeal to young 
adults. 
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Criterion: Analysing 

Effective student responses consistently: 

• identified and described constituent parts of the stimulus accurately and with discrimination 

• identified clear and valid interrelationships between constituent parts of the stimulus relevant 
to the chosen question 

• provided insightful and plausible interpretations of how the interrelationships between 
constituent parts of the stimulus communicate meaning. 

This excerpt has been included to provide evidence of analysing the characteristics of moving-
image media key concepts in the stimulus, as it: 

• identifies and describes how the young boy escaping from the tiger creates an unsettling 
feeling for the audience 

• identifies that the dramatic, action-movie style editing paired with the unsettling narrative 
creates a more gritty, dramatic and ultimately more captivating audience experience 

• insightfully claims that the target audience would be more interested in and mature enough to 
not be impacted by the graphic nature of the trailer. 
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Criterion: Appraising 

Effective student responses provided: 

• insightful conclusions that led to a valid and convincing viewpoint in relation to the chosen 
question 

• a comprehensive range of relevant evidence from the stimulus to logically support reasoning 
and justify a viewpoint. 

This excerpt has been included to provide evidence of appraise the impact of key concepts and 
artistic practices in the communication of meaning, as it: 

• insightfully concludes that the production choices were deliberately employed to encourage a 
PG rating, to make the film accessible to both target audiences of adults and children  

• refers to the nature and qualities of parts of the stimulus that create a more aggressive, 
mysterious and daunting mood, such as the orangutan being shrouded in darkness and 
mystery, and the use of CGI to make the set as realistic as possible. 
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Criterion: Applying written literacy skills 

Effective student responses: 

• used film, television and new media terminology that is accurate and relevant in response to 
the chosen question 

• communicated film, television and new media ideas and meaning in a sustained, organised 
and cohesive sequencing of information 

• used language conventions consistently and with clarity. 

This excerpt has been included to provide evidence of the application of written literacy skills 
using relevant terminology and language conventions to communicate meaning, as: 

• it is focused on the key concept of audiences 

• it demonstrates a well written response under exam conditions  

• it contains sustained, organised and cohesive sequencing of information within paragraphs 
that makes the argument easy to follow throughout the response. 
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Practices to strengthen 
It is recommended that when preparing students for external assessment, teachers consider: 

• teaching students how to include and infer information about the 

- contexts of production beyond the context statement, such as: how, when, where and why 
products are made; who products are made by; whether products receive public or 
commercial financing; what technologies are available; how products are distributed to 
audiences; and what the impact of government regulations might be 

- contexts of use, such as: who products are made for; why products are used; how products 
are shaped according to whether users are classified as consumers, citizens or imaginative 
beings; who has access to products and who doesn’t; how market research is conducted 
and used; how audiences appropriate products for their own purposes; how technologies 
change processes of interactivity and use; and the effect of classification and regulation on 
product use 

• supporting students to develop strategies to 

- consistently analyse the constituent parts of the stimulus 

- consistently demonstrate the interrelationships between these parts 

- provide consistent, insightful and plausible interpretations of how the interrelationships 
between constituent parts of the stimulus communicate meaning 

• assisting students to develop skills in creating insightful conclusions, using a comprehensive 
range of relevant evidence from the stimulus, that lead to a valid and convincing viewpoint in 
relation to the chosen question. 
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Additional advice 
• Students should be provided learning opportunities to write about stimulus through the lens of 

the key concepts: technologies, representations, audiences, institutions, and languages. 
Responses should demonstrate the interconnectivity between the key concepts and make 
conclusions relevant to the key concept specified in the question. 

• Students should be encouraged to use film, television and new media terminology that is 
accurate and relevant in response to the chosen question. 

• Continue to support students to develop their capacity to communicate film, television and new 
media ideas and meaning, using sustained, organised, and cohesive sequencing of 
information and language conventions consistently and with clarity. 
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