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Introduction 
The first summative year for the new Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE) system was 
unexpectedly challenging. The demands of delivering new assessment requirements and 
processes were amplified by disruptions to senior schooling arising from the COVID-19 
pandemic. This meant the new system was forced to adapt before it had been introduced — 
the number of summative internal assessments was reduced from three to two in all General 
subjects. Schools and the QCAA worked together to implement the new assessment processes 
and the 2020 Year 12 cohort received accurate and reliable subject results. 

Queensland’s innovative new senior assessment system combines the flexibility and authenticity 
of school-based assessment, developed and marked by classroom teachers, with the rigour and 
consistency of external assessment set and marked by QCAA-trained assessment writers and 
markers. The system does not privilege one form of assessment over another, and both teachers 
and QCAA assessors share the role of making high-stakes judgments about the achievement of 
students. Our commitment to rigorous external quality assurance guarantees the reliability of both 
internal and external assessment outcomes. 

Using evidence of student learning to make judgments on student achievement is just one 
purpose of assessment. In a sophisticated assessment system, it is also used by teachers to 
inform pedagogy and by students to monitor and reflect on their progress. 

This post-cycle report on the summative assessment program is not simply being produced as a 
matter of record. It is intended that it will play an active role in future assessment cycles by 
providing observations and findings in a way that is meaningful and helpful to support the 
teaching and learning process, provide future students with guidance to support their 
preparations for summative assessment, and promote transparency and accountability in the 
broader education community. Reflection and research are necessary for the new system to 
achieve stability and to continue to evolve. The annual subject report is a key medium for making 
it accessible to schools and others. 
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Background 

Purpose 
The annual subject report is an analysis of the previous year’s full summative assessment cycle. 
This includes endorsement of summative internal assessment instruments, confirmation of 
internal assessment marks and external assessment. 

The report provides an overview of the key outcomes of one full teaching, learning and 
assessment cycle for each subject, including: 

• information about the application of the syllabus objectives through the design and marking of 
internal and external assessments 

• information about the patterns of student achievement in each subject for the assessment 
cycle. 

It also provides advice to schools to promote continuous improvement, including: 

• identification of effective practices in the design and marking of valid, accessible and reliable 
assessments 

• identification of areas for improvement and recommendations to enhance the design and 
marking of valid, accessible and reliable assessment instruments 

• provision of tangible examples of best practice where relevant, possible and appropriate. 

Audience and use 
This report should be read by school leaders, subject leaders and teachers to inform teaching 
and learning and assessment preparation. The report is to be used by schools and teachers to 
assist in assessment design practice, in making assessment decisions and in preparing students 
for external assessment.  

The report is publicly available to promote transparency and accountability. Students, parents, 
community members and other education stakeholders can learn about the assessment practices 
and outcomes for General subjects (including alternative sequences and Senior External 
Examination subjects, where relevant) and General (Extension) subjects. 

Report preparation 
The report includes analyses of data and other information from the processes of endorsement, 
confirmation and external assessment, and advice from the chief confirmer, chief endorser and 
chief marker, developed in consultation with and support from QCAA subject matter experts. 

  



Film, Television & New Media General Senior Syllabus 2019 v1.2 
Subject report 2020 

Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority 
February 2021 

Page 3 of 30 
 

Subject data summary 

Subject enrolments 
• Number of schools offering the subject: 180. 

Completion of units  Unit 1 Unit 2 Units 3 and 4* 
Number of students 
completed  

2464 2610 2610 

* Units 3 and 4 figure includes students who were not rated. 

Units 1 and 2 results 
Number of students  Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory  Not rated  
Unit 1 2319 142 3 
Unit 2  2423 177 10 

Units 3 and 4 internal assessment results  
2020 COVID-19 adjustments 
To support Queensland schools, teachers and students to manage learning and assessment during the 
evolving COVID-19 pandemic in 2020, the QCAA Board approved the removal of one internal 
assessment for students completing Units 3 and 4 in General and Applied subjects.  
In General subjects, students completed two internal assessments and an external assessment. Schools 
made decisions based on QCAA advice and their school context. Therefore, across the state some 
instruments were completed by most schools, some completed by fewer schools and others completed 
by few or no schools. In the case of the latter, the data and information for these instruments has not 
been included. 

Total results for internal assessment 
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IA1 results 
IA1 total 

 
IA1 Criterion 1  IA1 Criterion 2 

 

 

 
IA1 Criterion 3  IA1 Criterion 4 
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IA2 results 
IA2 total 

 
IA2 Criterion 1  IA2 Criterion 2 

 

 

 
IA2 Criterion 3  IA2 Criterion 4 
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IA3 results 
IA3 total 

 
IA3 Criterion 1  IA3 Criterion 2 

 

 

 
IA3 Criterion 3  IA3 Criterion 4 

 

 

 
IA3 Criterion 5  
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External assessment results 

 

Final standards allocation 
The number of students awarded each standard across the state are as follows. 

Standard A B C D E 
Number of 
students 

673 736 947 188 11 

Grade boundaries 
The grade boundaries are determined using a process to compare results on a numeric scale to 
the reporting standards. 

Standard A B C D E 
Marks 
achieved 

100–81 80–67 66–44 43–17 16–0 
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Internal assessment 
The following information and advice pertain to the assessment design and assessment 
decisions for each IA in Units 3 and 4. These instruments have undergone quality assurance 
processes informed by the attributes of quality assessment (validity, accessibility and reliability). 

Endorsement 
Endorsement is the quality assurance process based on the attributes of validity and accessibility. 
These attributes are categorised further as priorities for assessment and each priority can be 
further broken down into assessment practices. Data presented in the assessment design 
sections identifies the reasons why IA instruments were not endorsed at Application 1, by the 
priority for assessments. An IA may have been identified more than once for a priority for 
assessment, e.g. it may have demonstrated a misalignment to both subject matter and to the 
assessment objective. Refer to the quality assurance tools for detailed information about the 
assessment practices for each assessment instrument. 

Total number of items endorsed in Application 1 

Number of items submitted each event IA1 IA2 IA3 
Total number of instruments 181 181 181 
Percentage endorsed in Application 1  57 57 68 

Confirmation 
Confirmation is the quality assurance process based on the attribute of reliability. Teachers make 
judgments about the evidence in students’ responses using the instrument-specific marking guide 
(ISMG) to indicate the alignment of students’ work with performance-level descriptors and 
determine a mark for each criterion. These are provisional criterion marks. The QCAA makes the 
final decision about student results through the confirmation processes. Data presented in the 
assessment decisions section identifies the level of agreement between provisional and final 
results. 

Number of samples reviewed at initial, supplementary and extraordinary review 
IA Number of 

schools 
Number of 
samples 
requested  

Supplementary 
samples 
requested 

Extraordinary 
review 

School 
review 

Percentage 
agreement 
with 
provisional 

1 180 925 178 22 3 98.35 
2 106 561 234 0 26 93.74 
3 74 395 94 0 10 97.10 
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Internal assessment 1 (IA1) 

Case study investigation (15%) 
This assessment requires students to research a specific problem, question, issue, design 
challenge or hypothesis through collection, analysis and synthesis of primary and/or secondary 
data. An investigation uses research or investigative practices to assess a range of cognitions in 
a particular context. Research or investigative practices include locating and using information 
beyond students’ own knowledge and the data they have been given (Syllabus section 4.6.1). 

Assessment design 

Validity 
Validity in assessment design considers the extent to which an assessment item accurately 
measures what it is intended to measure and that the evidence of student learning collected from 
an assessment can be legitimately used for the purpose specified in the syllabus. 

Reasons for non-endorsement by priority of assessment — validity practices 

Validity priority Number of times priority was identified in decisions* 
Alignment 33 
Authentication 2 
Authenticity 12 
Item construction 12 
Scope and scale 10 

*Total number of submissions: 181. Each priority might contain up to four assessment practices. 

Effective practices 

Validity priorities were effectively demonstrated in assessment instruments that featured: 

• the inclusion of all assessment objectives, making explicit the cognitive processes being 
assessed in the task, e.g. explain, apply, analyse, appraise  

• the use of a clearly articulated, local or school-specific context and an authentic audience 

• checkpoints that were clear, aligning with authentication strategies and identifying key stages 
that support the student to complete the task 

• an authentication strategy stipulating that all sources must be acknowledged, and a 
bibliography 

• scaffolding that provided clear, logically-sequenced instructions which did not repeat or 
redefine any information already provided in the assessment instrument.  

Practices to strengthen 

It is recommended that assessment instruments: 

• consider the scope and scale of the syllabus conditions (Syllabus section 4.6.1), e.g. rather 
than asking students to explore an extremely broad case, such as the entire Marvel Cinematic 
Universe, ask students to narrow their focus to a specific case, such as selecting one 
character or storyline from this Universe 
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• avoid adding to the scope and scale of the task by requesting the submission of additional, 
non-assessment materials such as scripts, production logs and risk assessment forms 

• do not copy the QCAA sample task verbatim. The contexts of the task should be designed to 
suit the school and its learners. Copying of a publicly available task does not allow for unique 
student responses, given the publicly available sample response 

• include checkpoints that clearly indicate that ‘teachers provide feedback on one draft only’ as 
per the QCE and QCIA policies and procedures handbook v2.0 (Section 8.2.5). 

Accessibility 
Accessibility in assessment design ensures that no student or group of students is disadvantaged 
in their capacity to access an assessment. 

Reasons for non-endorsement by priority of assessment — accessibility practices 

Accessibility priority Number of times priority was identified in decisions* 
Transparency 18 
Language 5 
Layout 0 
Bias avoidance 0 

*Total number of submissions: 181. Each priority might contain up to four assessment practices. 

Effective practices 

Accessibility priorities were effectively demonstrated in assessment instruments that featured: 

• avoidance of discriminatory stereotypes or language in stimulus, context and the wording of 
assessment items 

• clear instructions using cues that aligned to the specifications, assessment objectives and 
ISMG 

• clear, aligned and unambiguous use of language in instructions 

• the limited use of bold, italics and other formatting features and only where relevant. 

Practices to strengthen 

It is recommended that assessment instruments: 

• model accurate textual features such as spelling, punctuation, tense and grammar 

• provide scaffolding to guide students as to the processes required to complete the task 

• where no stimulus is provided, indicate this by writing ‘N/A’ in the ‘Stimulus’ box. 

Additional advice 

Teachers should facilitate student selection of case studies that are appropriate in scope and 
scale for investigation to ensure that the focus is not too broad or too narrow and is also an 
interactive case. For example, the scope and scale in analysing and appraising an interactive 
television series can be improved by focusing on an episode of an interactive television series. 
This will ensure that students have the opportunity to demonstrate the highest performance levels 
within the prescribed syllabus conditions for IA1. 
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Assessment decisions 

Reliability 
Reliability is a judgment about the measurements of assessment. It refers to the extent to which 
the results of assessments are consistent, replicable and free from error. 

Agreement trends between provisional and final results 

Criterion 
number 

Criterion name Percentage 
agreement with 
provisional 

Percentage less 
than provisional 

Percentage 
greater than 
provisional 

1 Explaining 
contexts of 
production 

97.02 0.78 2.20 

2 Applying relevant 
terminology, 
referencing and 
written language 
conventions 

99.40 0.07 0.52 

3 Analysing features 98.18 1.19 0.63 
4 Appraising the 

impact of an 
investigated case 

98.81 0.97 0.22 

Effective practices 

Accuracy and consistency of the application of the ISMG for this IA was most effective when: 

• explicit statements of the contexts of production of the moving-image media case were used, 
using the language of the syllabus 

• genre-specific features and research conventions relevant to a research paper were used, 
including in-text citations and a bibliography 

• the interactive features of the case were analysed, which attracted the audience and sustained 
audience engagement over time 

• investigative practices to determine the impact of audiences participating with the case over 
time were used. 

Samples of effective practices 

The following are excerpts from responses that illustrate the characteristics for the criteria at the 
performance levels indicated. The samples may provide evidence of more than one criterion. The 
characteristics highlighted may not be the only time the characteristics have occurred throughout 
the responses. 

Explaining contexts of 
production (2 marks) 
This response 
demonstrates that the 
student has clearly 
understood and 
researched the contexts 
of production. 
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Applying relevant 
terminology, 
referencing and 
written language 
conventions (4 marks) 
This response 
demonstrates effective 
referencing. 

 

Analysing features  
(4 marks) 
This response 
demonstrates analysis 
of the affordances 
created by the media 
platform. 

 

Appraising the impact 
of an investigated case 
(4 marks) 
This response 
demonstrates an 
appraisal of the 
limitations and benefits 
of audience interaction. 

 

Practices to strengthen 

To further ensure accuracy and consistency of the application of the ISMG in this IA, it is 
recommended that teachers: 

• engage with how to analyse (i.e. interpret, dissect and consider information relating to the 
purpose of moving-image media products and practices, and evaluate the strengths and 
limitations in theory or in practice), so that students have the opportunity to demonstrate this 
cognitive process to the highest performance levels. This may include the analysis of technical 
and symbolic codes, production contexts, and/ or forms of audience interaction 

• provide learning experiences that allow students to explicitly engage with how to appraise (i.e. 
to make judgments and draw conclusions about the worth, significance or status of moving-
image products) to ensure students have the opportunity to demonstrate this cognitive process 
to the highest performance levels 

• ensure that referencing is actively taught so that students are clearly able to identify what 
constitutes referencing and apply it in their own case study investigation.  
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Additional advice 

It is recommended that: 

• teachers implement strategies to ensure that student work is within syllabus conditions, i.e. 
1000–1500 words, with in-text referencing and a bibliography  

• when student responses exceed the response length outlined in the syllabus, teachers apply 
the school assessment policy for managing response length. The strategy implemented by the 
school should be indicated on the ISMG and/or the student response, e.g. annotations on the 
student response to indicate the section that was used as evidence for the marks awarded. 
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Internal assessment 2 (IA2) 

Multi-platform project (25%) 
This assessment requires students to create a moving-image media story that audiences 
participate in over two or more moving-image media platforms. The genre and form through 
which students tell their story is open to school choice, and can be documentary, television and 
film genres, digital games, animation, interactive media and short film, or combinations of these 
(Syllabus section 4.6.2). 

Assessment design 

Validity 
Validity in assessment design considers the extent to which an assessment item accurately 
measures what it is intended to measure and that the evidence of student learning collected from 
an assessment can be legitimately used for the purpose specified in the syllabus. 

Reasons for non-endorsement by priority of assessment — validity practices 

Validity priority Number of times priority was identified in decisions* 
Alignment 51 
Authentication 3 
Authenticity 9 
Item construction 10 
Scope and scale 3 

*Total number of submissions: 181. Each priority might contain up to four assessment practices. 

Effective practices 

Validity priorities were effectively demonstrated in assessment instruments that featured: 

• the inclusion of all assessment objectives, making explicit the cognitive processes being 
assessed in the task, e.g. ‘structure sequences using technologies for a multi-platform project’  

• a specific, clear, real-world context 

• clear checkpoints that aligned with authentication strategies and identified key stages that 
support the student to complete the task 

• adherence to task conditions, such as pilot episode length (45 seconds – 5 minutes) 

• scaffolding that provided clear, logically-sequenced instructions. 

Practices to strengthen 

It is recommended that assessment instruments: 

• include checkpoints that clearly indicate that teachers provide feedback on one draft only per 
component, i.e. one draft for the treatment, one draft for the storyboard and one draft for the 
production 

• adhere to task conditions in terms of both minimum and maximum lengths. 
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Accessibility 
Accessibility in assessment design ensures that no student or group of students is disadvantaged 
in their capacity to access an assessment. 

Reasons for non-endorsement by priority of assessment — accessibility practices 

Accessibility priority Number of times priority was identified in decisions* 
Transparency 19 
Language 3 
Layout 0 
Bias avoidance 1 

*Total number of submissions: 181. Each priority might contain up to four assessment practices. 

Effective practices 

Accessibility priorities were effectively demonstrated in assessment instruments that featured: 

• clear, unambiguous language 

• the limited use of bold, italics and other formatting features and only where relevant 

• scaffolding that used subheadings 

• avoidance of discriminatory stereotypes or language in stimulus, context and the wording of 
assessment items. 

Practices to strengthen 

It is recommended that assessment instruments: 

• model accurate textual features such as spelling, punctuation, tense and grammar 

• are proofread for formatting prior to submission using the print preview function. 

Assessment decisions 

Reliability 
Reliability is a judgment about the measurements of assessment. It refers to the extent to which 
the results of assessments are consistent, replicable and free from error. 

Agreement trends between provisional and final results 

Criterion 
number 

Criterion name Percentage 
agreement with 
provisional 

Percentage less 
than provisional 

Percentage 
greater than 
provisional 

1 Treatment 92.21 7.39 0.40 
2 Pre-production 

(storyboard) 
89.35 10.12 0.53 

3 Structuring media 
elements 

95.87 3.2 0.93 

4 Synthesising 
media elements 

97.54 1.6 0.87 
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Effective practices 

Accuracy and consistency of the application of the ISMG for this IA was most effective when: 

• there was a clear link between the assessment objectives, cognitive processes demonstrated, 
and the syllabus areas of study for the unit (technologies, audiences and institutions) in 
student responses 

• the concept for the multi-platform project was designed specifically for a multi-platform story. 
This allowed for the interrelationship between the concept and associated symbolism to be 
easily justified and for maximum consideration of target audience with a clear link to how 
aesthetic style and mood would be created using technical and symbolic codes 

• the formatting of the storyboard and the formatting and language of the treatment was 
followed. These pre-production formats were also completed prior to the commencement of 
principal photography. 

Samples of effective practices 

The following excerpts from responses illustrate the characteristics for the criteria at the 
performance level indicated. These samples may provide evidence of more than one criterion. 
The characteristics highlighted may not be the only time the characteristics have occurred 
throughout the responses. 

Treatment (8 marks) 
This response 
demonstrates the 
interrelationship and 
purpose of symbolic 
codes to the multi-
platform story as a 
whole by linking the 
mood created by the 
barren and desolate 
setting to the outcome of 
the central theme of 
technological control. 

 

Pre-production 
(storyboard) (7 marks) 
This response 
demonstrates a clear 
application of symbolic, 
technical and generic 
codes and conventions 
such as the 
claustrophobic feeling 
created by the tight 
framing and zoom. 
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Practices to strengthen 

To further ensure accuracy and consistency of the application of the ISMG in this IA, it is 
recommended that: 

• teachers use the QCAA’s cognitive verb toolkit to clarify processes outlined in the assessment 
objectives, and QCAA Portal syllabus resources to clarify understanding about symbolic, 
technical, and generic codes and conventions relevant to storyboards. 

Additional advice 

It is recommended that teachers: 

• actively engage with professional learning opportunities and communities of practice to inform 
their understanding of multi-platform media 

• implement strategies to ensure that student work is within syllabus conditions, i.e. a treatment 
of 800–1000 words, a storyboard of 12–24 shots, or an individual production of 45 seconds to 
5 minutes  

• ensure that the checkpoints and the scaffolding on the endorsed assessment instrument are 
followed, particularly ensuring that treatments and storyboards are completed prior to the 
commencement of principal photography 

• proactively manage response length prior to the submission of the assessment task through 
feedback to support students to complete the project components within the assessment 
conditions specified by the syllabus. If the response submitted exceeds syllabus conditions, 
the school assessment policy for managing response length should be applied. The strategy 
implemented by the school should be indicated on the ISMG and/or the student response, e.g. 
annotations on the ISMG or student response to indicate the section that was used as 
evidence for the marks awarded (QCE and QCIA policy and procedures handbook v2.0, 
Section 8.2.6) 

• ensure all video samples are able to be viewed fully using correct format of MOV, AVI or MP4. 
To streamline evidence collection and review, the embedding of videos into PowerPoint 
formats (.pptx) will be removed from the Confirmation submission information: Film, Television 
& New Media 2019 resource for all internal assessments. 
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Internal assessment 3 (IA3) 

Stylistic project (35%) 
This assessment requires students to synthesise a stylistic moving-image media product using 
technologies and languages to demonstrate a stylistic aesthetic. The forms through which 
students tell their story is open to school choice, including short film, documentary, animation or 
digital games (Syllabus sections 5.1, 5.6.1). 

Assessment design 

Validity 
Validity in assessment design considers the extent to which an assessment item accurately 
measures what it is intended to measure and that the evidence of student learning collected from 
an assessment can be legitimately used for the purpose specified in the syllabus. 

Reasons for non-endorsement by priority of assessment — validity practices 

Validity priority Number of times priority was identified in decisions* 
Alignment 33 
Authentication 6 
Authenticity 14 
Item construction 13 
Scope and scale 2 

*Total number of submissions: 181. Each priority might contain up to four assessment practices. 

Effective practices 

Validity priorities were effectively demonstrated in assessment instruments that featured: 

• the inclusion of all assessment objectives, making explicit the cognitive processes being 
assessed in the task, e.g. ‘experiment with moving-image media languages and stylistic 
conventions’ 

• consistent application of the assessment specifications and task conditions 

• meaningful contexts that provided a clear framework and purpose for the task 

• clear checkpoints that aligned with authentication strategies and scaffolding, providing 
significant milestones for students to work towards in their completion of the task 

• scaffolding that provided clear instructions, informing students about the processes they could 
use or steps they could follow to complete the response. These steps were sequenced in the 
order they needed to occur for students to complete each task component and used 
subheadings 

• a range of authentication strategies, including conferencing with students and students signing 
a declaration of authenticity. 
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Practices to strengthen 

It is recommended that assessment instruments: 

• include checkpoints that clearly indicate that teachers provide feedback on one draft only per 
component (i.e. one draft for the treatment, one draft for the production and one draft for the 
reflective statement) 

• provide scaffolding to guide students as to the processes required to complete the task. 
Scaffolding is required as an ‘intentional instructional strategy’ (QCE and QCIA policy and 
procedures handbook v2.0, Section 8.2.3).  

Accessibility 
Accessibility in assessment design ensures that no student or group of students is disadvantaged 
in their capacity to access an assessment. 

Reasons for non-endorsement by priority of assessment — accessibility practices 

Accessibility priority Number of times priority was identified in decisions* 
Transparency 5 
Language 1 
Layout 2 
Bias avoidance 0 

*Total number of submissions: 181. Each priority might contain up to four assessment practices. 

Effective practices 

Accessibility priorities were effectively demonstrated in assessment instruments that featured: 

• the use of bullet points to indicate key points or steps in the task 

• clear alignment between information provided in the context, task, stimulus and scaffolding 
sections 

• age-appropriate reference to the work of auteurs or to key film texts for students to use as 
influence. 

Practices to strengthen 

It is recommended that assessment instruments: 

• avoid referencing moving-image media texts or moving-media image artists that are not 
age-appropriate or are legally restricted 

• build in risk-management procedures to ensure that no component of the task requires 
students to engage in activities that may put them at risk (QCE and QCIA policies and 
procedures handbook v2.0, Section 8.2.2) 

• are proofread to ensure freedom from errors. 

Assessment decisions 

Reliability 
Reliability is a judgment about the measurements of assessment. It refers to the extent to which 
the results of assessments are consistent, replicable and free from error. 
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Agreement trends between provisional and final results 

Criterion 
number 

Criterion name Percentage 
agreement with 
provisional 

Percentage less 
than provisional 

Percentage 
greater than 
provisional 

1 Treatment 96.70 1.74 1.56 
2 Applying literacy 

skills in a 
treatment 

98.44 0.83 0.73 

3 Structuring media 
elements 

96.79 2.75 0.46 

4 Reflecting 97.80 1.47 0.65 
5 Synthesising 

media elements 
95.78 3.12 1.10 

Effective practices 

Accuracy and consistency of the application of the ISMG for this IA was most effective when: 

• there was a clear link between the assessment objectives, cognitive processes demonstrated, 
and the syllabus areas of study for the unit (technologies, representations and languages) in 
student responses 

• the concept for the stylistic project was a clearly designed uptake of challenging traditional 
ideas and practices. This allowed for the interrelationship between the concept and associated 
symbolism to be easily justified and for maximum consideration of target audience, with a 
clear link to how aesthetic style and mood would be created through the use of technical and 
symbolic codes 

• the formatting and language of the treatment (pre-production format) was followed and 
completed prior to the commencement of principal photography. 

Samples of effective practices 

The following are excerpts from responses that illustrate the characteristics for the criteria at the 
performance levels indicated. The samples may provide evidence of more than one criterion. The 
characteristics highlighted may not be the only time the characteristics have occurred throughout 
the responses. 
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Treatment (5–6 marks) 
Applying literacy skills 
in a treatment 
(4 marks) 
This response describes 
key information such as 
the use of flashbacks 
and Dutch angles to 
create disharmony and 
indicates films where 
these ideas come from 
in exploring the concept 
of anxiety. 
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Reflecting (4–5 marks) 
This response 
demonstrates 
experimentation to show 
development and 
refinement of stylistic 
conventions, methods, 
elements and forms 
such as altering colour 
to enhance meaning and 
adding instrumental 
music to complement 
the colour. 

 

Practices to strengthen 

To further ensure accuracy and consistency of the application of the ISMG in this IA, it is 
recommended that teachers: 

• provide learning experiences that allow students to explicitly engage with the cognitive 
processes outlined in the assessment objectives, e.g. symbolise, apply, structure, experiment, 
synthesise, so that they have the opportunity to demonstrate what they know and can do to 
the highest performance levels 

• continue to develop their understanding of the definitions of characteristics included in the 
ISMGs and seek clarity about performance-level descriptors when uncertain. For example, for 
the Structuring media elements criterion, there seemed to be misunderstanding regarding the 
two highest performance-level descriptors, ‘exploits production practices’ (9–10 marks) and 
‘demonstrates stylistic influence’ (7–8 marks). This criterion requires students to structure 
sounds, images and text sequences using technology in a way that uses the inherent qualities 
of the technology to its full potential to intentionally assist the communication of meaning. 
Teachers should engage in QCAA professional development events or with resources in the 
QCAA Portal relating to making assessment decisions (e.g. the Understanding ISMGs: Film, 
Television & New Media resource), to assist with developing a shared understanding. 

Additional advice 

It is recommended that teachers: 

• actively engage with professional learning opportunities and communities of practice to inform 
their understanding of multi-platform media 

• provide opportunities for students to understand how to experiment with and demonstrate their 
own development of stylistic conventions  
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• ensure that the checkpoints and the scaffolding on the endorsed assessment instrument are 
followed, particularly ensuring that treatments and productions are completed prior to the 
commencement of the reflection 

• proactively manage response length prior to the submission of the assessment task through 
feedback to support students to complete the project components within the assessment 
conditions specified by the syllabus, i.e. a treatment of 800–1000 words, an individual 
production of 2–5 minutes and a reflective statement of 200–400 words. If the response 
submitted exceeds syllabus conditions, a school policy for managing response length should 
be applied. The strategy implemented by the school should be indicated on the ISMG and/or 
the student response, e.g. annotations on the ISMG or student response to indicate the 
section that was used as evidence for the marks awarded (QCE and QCIA policy and 
procedures handbook v2.0, Section 8.2.6) 

• ensure all video samples are able to be viewed fully using correct format of MOV, AVI or MP4. 
To streamline evidence collection and review, the embedding of videos into PowerPoint 
formats (.pptx) will be removed from the Confirmation submission information: Film, Television 
& New Media 2019 resource for all internal assessments. 
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External assessment 

Examination — extended response (25%) 
Assessment design 

Assessment specifications and conditions  
The extended written response requires the sustained application of students’ cognitive abilities. 
This may involve solving a problem, expressing and justifying a viewpoint, analysing and 
interpreting moving-image media to communicate meaning or applying concepts or theories. 
The extended response examination requires: 

• a response to an unseen question selected from various options and unseen stimulus 

• sustained analysis and appraisal to fully answer a question 

• a response in the form of an analytical essay that expresses a viewpoint. 

Conditions 

• Time: 2 hours plus 20 minutes planning time 

• Mode: written 

• Length: 800–1000 words 

The assessment instrument consisted of one paper with three questions. Students were asked to 
respond to their chosen question and related stimulus in the form of an analytical essay. 
Questions were derived from the context of subject matter of Unit 3 and Unit 4. The unseen 
stimulus was three video excerpts succinct enough to allow students sufficient time to engage 
with it. Students were provided with contextual information during the examination to support their 
understanding of the stimulus.  

This assessment was used to determine student achievement in the following assessment 
objectives: 

1. explain the contexts of production and use 

4. apply written literacy skills using relevant technology and language conventions to 
communicate meaning 

5. analyse the characteristics of moving-image media key concepts in stimulus 

8. appraise the impact of key concepts and artistic practices in the communication of meaning. 

Note: Objectives 2, 3, 6, 7 and 9 were not assessed in this instrument. 

Assessment decisions 
Overall, students responded well to the following assessment aspects: 

• assessment technique 

­ students were well prepared for writing an analytical extended response 

­ most students used time codes to indicate parts of the stimulus that they analysed 

• level of difficulty 

­ generally, students provided across the board mid- to high-level responses 
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• stimulus 

­ all students were all able to access and engage with the digital stimulus as intended to 
demonstrate all assessment objectives and related cognitive processes. 

Effective practices 
The following samples were selected to illustrate highly effective student responses in some of 
the assessment objectives of the syllabus.  

Extended response 

Criterion: Explaining 

Effective student responses: 

• explained the characteristics of the key concept accurately with detail 

• provided a clear and detailed description of the contexts of production of the stimulus 

• provided a clear and detailed description of the contexts of use of the stimulus. 

Student sample of effective responses 

This excerpt has been included because the student: 

• demonstrates a clear understanding of the key concept of technology and explains the 
characteristics of film formats and audio used in the sequence 

• provides a clear and detailed description of the contexts of production of the stimulus such as 
how and why the film maker has experimented with the intercutting between different film 
formats 

• provides a clear and detailed description of the contexts of use of the stimulus such as placing 
the audience in the mind of the character’s imagination using rotoscoping. 
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Explaining (3 marks) 
This response:  
• explains the 

characteristics of the 
key concept 
accurately with detail 

• provides a clear and 
detailed description of 
the contexts of 
production of the 
stimulus 

• provides a clear and 
detailed description of 
the contexts of use of 
the stimulus. 

 

Criterion: Applying literacy skills 

Effective student responses: 

• use film, television and new media terminology that is accurate and relevant in response to the 
chosen question 

• communicate film, television and new media ideas and meaning in a sustained, organised and 
cohesive sequencing of information 

• use language conventions appropriately and with clarity. 

Student sample of effective responses  

This sample has been included to demonstrate:  

• use of film, television and new media terminology such as antagonist, representation and 
narrative 

• communication of film, television and new media ideas and meaning in a sustained, organised 
and cohesive sequencing of information that is easily understood 

• use of language conventions such as paragraphs and signposts to communicate clearly. 



Film, Television & New Media General Senior Syllabus 2019 v1.2 
Subject report 2020 

Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority 
February 2021 

Page 27 of 30 
 

Applying literacy skills 
(2–3 marks) 
This response: 
• uses film, television 

and new media 
terminology that is 
accurate and relevant 
in response to the 
chosen question 

• communicates film, 
television and new 
media ideas and 
meaning in a 
sustained, organised 
and cohesive 
sequencing of 
information 

• uses language 
conventions 
appropriately and with 
clarity. 

 

Criterion: Analysing 

Effective student responses:  

• accurately identified and described constituent parts of the stimulus with detail relevant to the 
chosen question 

• identified clear and valid interrelationships between constituent parts of the stimulus relevant 
to the chosen question such as the panning of the camera and the intercutting between 
different technologies 

• provided insightful and plausible interpretations of how the interrelationships between 
constituent parts of the stimulus create meaning such as how the camera panning symbolises 
the character’s control and foreshadows the outcome of the story. 

Student sample of effective response  

This sample has been included to demonstrate: 

• accurate identification and description of constituent parts of the stimulus with detail relevant 
to the chosen question such as the invasion and destruction of the room creating audience 
curiosity, the crayon-like style of the animation and the use of narration 

• identification of clear and valid interrelationships between constituent parts of the stimulus 
relevant to the chosen question such as the parallel to a nursery rhyme  

• insightful and plausible interpretations of how the interrelationships between constituent parts 
of the stimulus create meaning such as the parallel between the girl’s room and the 
destruction of the rainforest. 
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Analysing (4–5 marks) 
This response:  
• accurately identifies 

and describes 
constituent parts of 
the stimulus with 
detail relevant to the 
chosen question 

• identifies clear and 
valid interrelationships 
between constituent 
parts of the stimulus 
relevant to the chosen 
question  

• provides insightful 
and plausible 
interpretations of how 
the interrelationships 
between constituent 
parts of the stimulus 
create meaning. 

 

 

Criterion: Appraising 

Effective student responses: 

• provided conclusions that led to a valid and convincing viewpoint in relation to the chosen 
question 

• provided a range of pertinent evidence from the stimulus to logically support reasoning and 
justify a viewpoint. 

Student sample/s of effective responses  

This sample has been included to demonstrate: 

• conclusions that lead to a valid and convincing viewpoint in relation to the chosen question 
such as the film representing the inside of a child’s imagination 

• a range of pertinent evidence from the stimulus to logically support reasoning and justification 
of a viewpoint such as the use of visual motifs and allusions to amateur filmmaking. 
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Appraising (4 marks) 
This response: 
• provides conclusions 

that led to a valid and 
convincing viewpoint 
in relation to the 
chosen question 

• provides a range of 
pertinent evidence 
from the stimulus to 
logically support 
reasoning and justify 
a viewpoint. 

 

 

Practices to strengthen 

It is recommended that when preparing students for external assessment, teachers: 

• implement strategies to assist students to identify and explain the contexts of production and 
use of moving-image media. That is, students should be able to identify from the stimulus and 
context statement details such as: 

­ how, when, where and why products are made 

­ who they are made by 

­ whether they receive public or commercial financing 

­ what technologies are available 

­ how products are distributed to audiences 

­  what the impact of government regulations might be 

­ who products are made for 

­ why they are used 
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­ how products are shaped according to whether users are classified as consumers, citizens 
or imaginative beings 

­ who has access to the products and who doesn’t 

­ how market research is conducted and used 

­ how audiences’ appropriate products for their own purposes 

­ how technologies change processes of interactivity and use 

­ the effect of classification and regulation on product use 

• provide learning opportunities for students to be able to write about the stimulus through the 
lens of the key concepts — technologies, representations, audiences, institutions and 
languages. Responses should demonstrate the interconnectivity between the key concepts 
and should make conclusions relevant to the key concept outlined in the question 

• support students to understand how to structure their response logically and aim to use 
evidence in the stimulus to justify any points that they make 

• ensure students avoid recounting the stimulus plot. Stronger responses referred to the effect 
of cinematography, editing and mise en scène in the stimulus. 
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