
 

Treatment 
A treatment in Film, Television & New Media has a different purpose to a treatment in industry 
which is used to pitch an idea for a moving-image media product. For students, a treatment is a 
tool to assist in the development of an idea. For teachers, a treatment is an artefact which 
demonstrates student understanding. In developing a treatment, students communicate a 
narrative outline and consider a target audience, character development, the visual style, how 
mood will be created and how representations will be constructed using technical and symbolic 
codes.  

Teachers and students should consider that: 

• a treatment is a tool which assists students to articulate their intent prior to storyboarding and 
production 

• a treatment can be used by a teacher to 

 provide feedback for students to help them solve creative problems 

 authenticate student work 

 warn teachers of unsafe or unethical practice  

 provide information about the student’s understanding of the key concepts  

• treatments don’t usually include dialogue 

• in a multi-platform story, a treatment should 

 describe a multi-platform story 

 explain how audiences will use technologies to negotiate the story across two or more 
platforms 

 clarify the intended use of technical and symbolic codes 

 discuss the signified meaning of symbolic codes 

 justify technical choices in terms of the story as a whole. 

• in a stylistic project, a treatment should 

 describe an idea for a stylistic project 

 identify influential film styles, auteurs or directors 

 clarify the intended use of technical and symbolic codes 

 explain how the choice of symbolic codes link to influential styles, auteur or directors 

 indicate how a unique style will be resolved through the use of stylistic elements. 
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Sample treatment 
The annotations evident in the table below demonstrate how the evidence matches the 
instrument-specific marking guide performance level descriptor.  

Smith — multi-platform story 
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Treatment

A treatment in Film, Television & New Media has a different purpose to a treatment in industry which is used to pitch an idea for a moving-image media product. For students, a treatment is a tool to assist in the development of an idea. For teachers, a treatment is an artefact which demonstrates student understanding. In developing a treatment, students communicate a narrative outline and consider a target audience, character development, the visual style, how mood will be created and how representations will be constructed using technical and symbolic codes. 

Teachers and students should consider that:

a treatment is a tool which assists students to articulate their intent prior to storyboarding and production

a treatment can be used by a teacher to

provide feedback for students to help them solve creative problems

authenticate student work

warn teachers of unsafe or unethical practice 

provide information about the student’s understanding of the key concepts 

treatments don’t usually include dialogue

in a multi-platform story, a treatment should

describe a multi-platform story

explain how audiences will use technologies to negotiate the story across two or more platforms

clarify the intended use of technical and symbolic codes

discuss the signified meaning of symbolic codes

justify technical choices in terms of the story as a whole.

in a stylistic project, a treatment should

describe an idea for a stylistic project

identify influential film styles, auteurs or directors

clarify the intended use of technical and symbolic codes

explain how the choice of symbolic codes link to influential styles, auteur or directors

indicate how a unique style will be resolved through the use of stylistic elements.
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