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Context 

Title of work:  Black Diggers 

Writer: Tom Wright 

Director:  Wesley Enoch 

Set Designer Stephen Curtis 

Costume Designer Ruby Langton-Batty  

Lighting Designer Ben Hughes 

Composer/Sound 
Designer 

Tony Brumpton 

Dramaturg Louise Gough 

Cultural Consultant George Bostock  

Researcher David Williams 

Characters and cast: Characters: Nine Indigenous male actors who play multiple roles and 
ethnicities, also crossing genders 

Cast: George Bostock, Luke Carroll, David Page, Hunter Page-Lochard, 
Guy Simon, Colin Smith, Eliah Watego, Tibian Wyles 

About the text: Black Diggers was a co-production with Queensland Theatre Company and 
the Sydney Festival. It was first performed as part of the 2014 Sydney 
Festival and went on to have a second season, as part of the Brisbane 
Festival in September, later that year. In 2015 it toured nationally, visiting 
Perth, Adelaide, Canberra and Melbourne. 

The play draws on extensive research and in-depth interviews with the 
families of men who fought for the British Commonwealth in World War I. 
The play explores the dynamics of race relations among men who, at home, 
did not socialise together, but in the trenches, shared the brutality of combat. 

When war broke out in 1914 patriotic young men all over the world enlisted, 
including hundreds of Aboriginal Australians and Torres Strait Islander 
Australians. Black Diggers focuses on the forgotten role of these warriors 
who were often shunned in their own country. The play investigates a time in 
Australian history where Aboriginal people and Torres Strait Islander people 
were segregated, unable to vote and powerless when their children were 
taken away. Many took up arms and faced the horrors of war where they 
often experienced less racism and had more rights than they did at home. 
Stories of comradery and acceptance emerged from the battlefield between 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians. While they were given the same 
wages as white soldiers, they returned home to the same inequality and 
discrimination. 

Excerpt summary: Scene 1: Bertie wants to enlist 1917 — Frying Pan Creek, NSW.  Bertie, his 
mother and grandfather discuss enlisting. 

Scene 2: Bertie at war writes a pleading letter to his mother in 1917. 
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Scene 1:  

Bertie wants to enlist 1917 — Frying Pan Creek NSW. Bertie, his mother and grandfather discuss enlisting. 

 

Glossary 

Righto: colloquialism; to agree 

Waltz around: colloquialism; to move with joy and/or pride 
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Scene 1 (continued):  

Bertie wants to enlist 1917 — Frying Pan Creek NSW. Bertie, his mother and grandfather discuss enlisting. 

 

Glossary 

Rabbiting: colloquialism; to talk a lot  

Palarver: extended discussion 

Kaiser Bill: historical reference Wilhelm II (Bill ) — German Emperor (Kaiser) at the time of WWI  

King’s English: correct use of British English language — historical reference to King George V 

School of Arts: historical reference — a local community hall 

 

  



Drama 2019 v1.1 

Unit 2 sample assessment instrument 

Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority 

October 2018 

Page 5 of 8 
 

Scene 1 (continued): 

Bertie wants to enlist 1917 — Frying Pan Creek NSW.  Bertie, his mother and grandfather discuss enlisting. 

 

Glossary 

Narrandera: Riverina region of southern New South Wales  

Show: colloquialism; annual agricultural exhibition 
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Scene 1 (continued): 

Bertie wants to enlist 1917 — Frying Pan Creek NSW.  Bertie, his mother and grandfather discuss enlisting. 

 

 

Scene 2: 

Bertie at war writes a pleading letter to his mother in 1917. 

 

Wright, T 2014, Black Diggers (script.), Playlab, South Brisbane, Queensland 
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Scene 1 — 1915, Frying Pan Creek, NSW  

 

 

 
 

Images by Jamie Williams (photographer) for Black Diggers, Queensland Theatre, 2014 
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Scene 2 — 1917 Field hospital 

 

 

 

Images by Jamie Williams (photographer) for Black Diggers, Queensland Theatre, 2014 

 


