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1 Summary
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2 Parameters and aims of the project

2.1 What was the study designed to do?
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2.2 What does language use have to do with gender equity?
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2.3 How can the findings be used?
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3.1 What is the relationship of language use to validity and
quality in assessment?
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3.2 What about gender inclusive language?
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3.3 Is the representation of women still an issue?
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3.4 Why should we consider subject resources?
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3.5 What about using references to human figures?
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3.6 How might language use in assessment influence role-
modelling for male and female students?
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4 Method

4.1 What, in a sentence, is the study method?
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4.2 What is the scale of the study?
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4.3 What are the limitations of the study?
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4.4 Who was involved in the study?
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Table 1: Scanners by gender, ‘expertness’ and subject
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.�������� 3 : ���5 �A �E ��3<
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4.5 What did participants in the study do?
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Table 2: Number of scan sheets completed by subject
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4.6 How did participants approach the task?
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Figure 1: The structure of the scan sheet
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5 The data

5.1 How should the data be interpreted?
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5.2 What are the results of the study?
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Figure 2: Total number of scan sheets = 359

Question categories
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Figure 3: References to gender
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Figure 4: Positive references (proportion)
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Figure 5: Positive references (where a choice exists)
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Table 3: Expected and observed proportions of scanners finding the
highest number of references
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6 What are the implications of these results
for writers of assessment instruments?
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7 Recommended reading
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Appendix: Copy of scan sheet
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Part Two: Categorising individual assessment instruments
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