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This video is available from https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/p-10/transition-school/continuity-
curriculum-pedagogies/high-quality-verbal-interactions  

More information is available at https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/p-10/transition-school/continuity-
curriculum-pedagogies/high-quality-verbal-interactions 

Annette Woods: 
Associate Professor 
Queensland University of 
Technology 

Classrooms where high-quality verbal interactions are a key feature 
are classrooms where there’s deep and substantial interaction with 
learning and with the world, providing children with opportunities to 
see an expert language user, using both the vocabulary of different 
disciplines to actually be using language to unpack and to build up 
notions and concepts, but also for children to be able to see teachers 
providing them with ways into the language of learning. 

Rae Welch: 
Prep Teacher 
Jamboree Heights State 
School 

The high-quality verbal interaction is really important in the early 
years because it helps to develop the children’s oral language skills. 

Rae Welch: I would like us to have another look at a story we looked at the other 
day. Do you remember it? What was it called? 

Students: Russell the Sheep. 

Rae Welch: He tried the hollow of a tree. Help me?      

Rae Welch and most 
students:  
Some students 
(together): 

That was too creeeepy!  
 
Ssscary … 

Rae Welch: Have a look at that word. It starts with a cuh-rrr-ee-p-y [word sounded 
out]. It means the same as scary, doesn’t it?  
Have you ever had a time that you couldn’t go to sleep? 

Student 1: I had a problem and I just lay down with my eyes shut, still. And I was 
tired and I was yawning and then suddenly I went to sleep. 

Rae Welch: I gave the children the opportunity to practise their story with a 
partner first of all, because a lot of children are very hesitant to 
answer their … answer in front of the whole class to start with, so it’s 
less threatening for them to share with a partner. And they also then 
gather more ideas from each other and can build on that. So then 
when they go to answer the question in front of the whole class, 
they’re doing so with a lot more confidence. 

Rae Welch: What do you think it was that was stopping you from going to sleep 
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that night? 

Student 2: Because my brother woke me up in the midnight. 

Rae Welch: In the middle of the night. Do you think you were a little bit worried 
about him? 

Student 2: Yeah. 

Student 3: Yesterday I couldn’t go to sleep because I was … when my Mum told 
me when I was hot I said yes, so she nearly put the blanket on me. 
So she didn’t. But when I was cold I pushed the blankets. 

Rae Welch: You were cold and you pushed the blankets off? Or you pulled them 
up over you when you were cold? 

Student 3: Yeah. 

Rae Welch: I help children pinpoint their thinking and organise their thoughts by 
reiterating what they’ve said, and just clarifying with them, ‘Is this 
what you mean? You’ve told me X, Y and Z,’ and putting it back into a 
higher-quality flow of words, so that it makes more sense, and model 
that back to them, so that they’re able to understand that and build on 
it next time. 

Annette Woods: We also need spaces for children to talk, for them to use the 
language to practise, to play out and try and see what works and 
what isn’t working within how we might engage. 

 

 


