
Queensland Comparable  
Assessment Tasks  

(QCATs) 2011

English

Literary description
Sample responses

4
B



2  |  QCATs 2011 Sample responses  Year 4 English

Contact information
Direct questions about receipt of QCAT materials or QCAT implementation to the Senior Operations Officer.
Phone:	 (07) 3120 6187  email:	 qcats.administrator@qsa.qld.edu.au 

© The State of Queensland (QSA) 2011  Please read our copyright notice <www.qsa.qld.edu.au/copyright.html>.

Queensland Studies Authority  PO Box 307 Spring Hill Qld 4004 
Phone: (07) 3864 0299  Fax: (07) 3221 2553  Email: office@qsa.qld.edu.au  Website: www.qsa.qld.edu.au

Cover image Boy Doing His Homework: Stock image 3728059, <www.123rf.com/photo_3728059_boy-doing-his-homework.html>; Background 
lightning: Ravedelay’s photostream, “Lightning”, <www.flickr.com/photos/ravedelay/3887161967>, a Creative Commons Attribution 2.0 Generic 
licensed photo <http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0> accessed 14 Mar 2011. All other images © QSA.



Queensland Studies Authority  |  3

Guide to making judgments — Year 4 English

Focus: Interpret and construct a literary description.

Interpreting texts 
Knowledge and understanding

Constructing texts 
Knowledge and understanding 

Uses comprehension strategies to identify and evaluate language choices and to make and 
support inferences about characters and events in a literary description.

Questions 1–8

Constructs a literary description by using a variety of language elements (sentence structure, 
vocabulary, prepositional phrases, punctuation and paragraphs) to develop subject matter  
with imagery.

Question 9

 ◄Precisely identifies language that creates imagery. Uses evidence from the text to clearly  
explain an inference. Effectively explains and evaluates the writer’s language choices.

 ◄Makes simple explanations using supporting evidence from the text.

 ◄Selects relevant noun groups and verbs. Correctly sequences events. Makes an appropriate 
inference. Lists evidence from the text to support an inference.

 ◄Selects a relevant noun group or verb from the text. Identifies the main idea. Identifies some 
language that creates imagery.

 ◄Restates elements from the text. States personal opinions.

 ◄Considered use of language elements to create imagery and evoke emotion. Uses a variety of 
sentences for pace, effect or interest.

 ◄Effective use of language choices to describe events. Enhances details through the use of 
adverbs. Punctuation and paragraphing contribute to meaning.

 ◄Writes descriptively and develops subject matter through the selective use of noun groups and 
verbs. Uses a variety of sentences. Lapses in grammar, punctuation and spelling do not detract 
from meaning.

 ◄Writes a simple literary description that conveys meaning to the reader. Some sentence 
boundaries signified by punctuation.

 ◄Makes descriptive language choices.

A

B

C

D

E

Feedback  ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Name  ...........................................................................

B Sample: Response 1

Demonstrates all of the descriptors up to this 
level and aspects of the descriptor above. 
Explains an inference by listing evidence 
from the text. However, doesn’t integrate the 
evidence into a clear explanation. 
Explains but does not effectively evaluate the 
writer’s language choices. 

Demonstrates all descriptors up to this level.
At times, considered use of noun groups, for 
example, “a gang of old men with long scruffy 
beards playing cards”. 
Adverbs position the action, for example, “in 
the grey bush”, “towards the campsite”, and 
enhance the detail, for example, “forming like 
huge clouds”. 
Paragraphing separates distinct units of the 
description. 

Overall grade
This response demonstrates a high level of achievement across all assessable elements. 
It is judged to be a B.
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B Sample: Response 1
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B Sample: Response 1
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B Sample: Response 1
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B Sample: Response 1
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Guide to making judgments — Year 4 English

Focus: Interpret and construct a literary description.

Interpreting texts 
Knowledge and understanding

Constructing texts 
Knowledge and understanding 

Uses comprehension strategies to identify and evaluate language choices and to make and 
support inferences about characters and events in a literary description.

Questions 1–8

Constructs a literary description by using a variety of language elements (sentence structure, 
vocabulary, prepositional phrases, punctuation and paragraphs) to develop subject matter  
with imagery.

Question 9

 ◄Precisely identifies language that creates imagery. Uses evidence from the text to clearly  
explain an inference. Effectively explains and evaluates the writer’s language choices.

 ◄Makes simple explanations using supporting evidence from the text.

 ◄Selects relevant noun groups and verbs. Correctly sequences events. Makes an appropriate 
inference. Lists evidence from the text to support an inference.

 ◄Selects a relevant noun group or verb from the text. Identifies the main idea. Identifies some 
language that creates imagery.

 ◄Restates elements from the text. States personal opinions.

 ◄Considered use of language elements to create imagery and evoke emotion. Uses a variety of 
sentences for pace, effect or interest.

 ◄Effective use of language choices to describe events. Enhances details through the use of 
adverbs. Punctuation and paragraphing contribute to meaning.

 ◄Writes descriptively and develops subject matter through the selective use of noun groups and 
verbs. Uses a variety of sentences. Lapses in grammar, punctuation and spelling do not detract 
from meaning.

 ◄Writes a simple literary description that conveys meaning to the reader. Some sentence 
boundaries signified by punctuation.

 ◄Makes descriptive language choices.

A

B

C

D

E

Feedback  ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Name  ...........................................................................

B Sample: Response 2

Demonstrates all of the descriptors up to this 
level and aspects of the descriptor above.
Identifies some language that creates imagery.
Makes a simple explanation using supporting 
evidence from the text. 
Explains but does not effectively evaluate 
writer’s language choices. 

Demonstrates the descriptor below and 
aspects of the descriptor above.
Enhances details through the use of adverbs, 
for example, “frantically” and “like a speeding 
train”. 
Paragraphs delineate units of action. 
Tries to evoke emotion.

Overall grade
This response demonstrates a high level of achievement across all assessable elements. 
It is judged to be a B.
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B Sample: Response 2
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B Sample: Response 2
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B Sample: Response 2
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B Sample: Response 2
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B Sample: Response 2
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B Sample: Response 2


