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Setting the scene: Group discussion

Characters are an important element of a good story. Stories that are character-driven
often help us explore important themes and issues from different points of view.

“Point of view” is what each character sees, hears, feels and experiences during a scene
in a story.

When a writer skilfully presents the thoughts and feelings of a main character, the reader
is able to empathise with them.

Themes or messages can be explored through the actions, speech, thoughts and feelings
of characters in a story.
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The writer’s language choices can help take readers inside a character’s mind to understand their
motivations and beliefs, or to build empathy for a character.

Figurative language such as metaphors, similes, personification, alliteration and onomatopoeia can
help evoke images in the reader’s mind.

Using active voice also helps to keep the reader engaged with the characters.

Dear DLarg,
I'f Ben is on the
computer again when L
‘qﬂ/‘ home This aY[le‘noon,

he's toast!!

e Discuss some of the memorable characters in novels you have read or studied in class.

e How did the writer help you connect with the characters?

In this assessment, you will:

e make inferences about characters and setting in a text stimulus
e interpret how a writer can position a reader to view characters in a particular way
e construct a text to develop a character’s point of view.

Listening

Listen while your teacher reads a passage from The Barrumbi Kids by Leonie Norrington.

e Reflect on how the language
is used to introduce us to the
character of Miss Wilson, a
classroom teacher.

% _06",

e Can you picture what she looks
like and how she feels about
the students that she teaches?

e Can you picture what Dale
looks like and how he feels
about school?

Chalk: ajari’s photostream,” Heiwa elementary school FF1/NE4%
Attribution 2.0 Generic licensed photo <http://creativecommons.org/

licenses/by/2.0> accessed 13 Apr 2010.

<www.flickr.com/photos/ajari/3897024352>, Creative Commons:

N\

W Stop here: Wait for your teacher’s directions.
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Reading for meaning

1. List evidence from the text that shows this story is set in the Australian bush.

2. Identify a metaphor and a simile from the text that help to create tone, mood or
atmosphere.
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3. Describe Miss Wilson, using evidence from the text.

4, Paragraph 2 states that Miss Wilson “believes what she does is good”. Give two other
examples from the text that explain why she believes she is a good teacher.

6. This sentence from the text uses active voice. Rewrite the sentence using passive voice
to change the subject and focus of the sentence.

Miss Wilson guards the playground during smoko and lunchtime, watching to make sure no one escapes.
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Interpreting texts

7. Who does the text favour: Dale or MiSS WilSON 7 oouieniii e

Justify your answer using evidence from the text.

8. Identify a theme or message explored in the text. Explain how this theme is explored
through the characters.
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9. Explain how the writer makes deliberate language choices to develop the relationship
between the reader and Dale. Consider subject matter, vocabulary, grammar and
punctuation. Use examples from the text to support your explanation.
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Constructing text
Developing a character’s point of view

10. Continue the story from Dale’s point of view to explore how he feels about Miss Wilson
and his experiences at school.

@ Write about 250 to 300 words.

You need to use:

e figurative language to create tone and evoke images

e adjectives and adverbs to express Dale’s attitudes and emotions.

You need to maintain:

e third-person narrative

e an active voice.

Use this space to plan your ideas.
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This passage from the text may help get you started:

Dale’s head is aching with frustration ... He just wants to get out of the classroom. He lifts his face and
the smell of the Dry season is very clear in his nostrils. Gotta go, but how? He pretends to listen and take
notes about the discussion while he thinks about how to get out of the school yard without being seen.
What excuse can he make for being gone for the rest of the day? He'll have to get Lizzie’s help with that!
His eyes are slitted and his forehead wrinkles with concentration. He watches everyone as they talk and
pretends to write down their ideas.
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Extra working space
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Extra working space
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Extra working space

Queensland Studies Authority | 11



s 33RO |

3 *S1UBAD SIUN0IJY Pl *1X3] 9y} Wo1) SaSessawl Saleisay P X9} 3y} wWoly sajdwexs sisi p

*Sujueaw woly

Jdoeljap jou op Ing apnijul Suiads 1o uonenyound ‘rewwels ‘Slajpeleyd ‘Slajeleyd
‘a1n)pni)s uj sasde sSuijaay pue syysnoyy 1o yraads 3y} ySnolyj palojdxa eapl ue $3qLISAQ “Ixa} ayj Ul J)jew noqe suoljesijesauas sayely Joydejaw lo/pue a)iwis e
a ‘suorjae ‘agengue) aandasap Suisn si1ajdeieyd sdojpAsq p 129[gns 10 $331042 aSenSue)] 3y} IN0QeR SUOIIRSI|RISUIS SR P> Suipnjoul 1x93 3y} woly Sadwexs JUeAl|al SWOS SIS00Y) P
*JU3PIA SI 3In3INI3S “Sulpjads pue *$1919B1RYI 3Y] YySnoly) palo]dxa S| eapl ue moy Sayiuap|
:o:mau::a ‘lewwels $]013U0D pUB ‘II0A BAIIR SuleIUIR “em ‘_m_:u_tm.n_ e Ul Si19)deieyd MalA 0] ajualpne ue :o_“__woa *s19)oeleyd ynoqe m_._o_“m:m_ax@ syuoddns pue hmmmzm:m_
o ‘M3IA JO H:_oa s.9)eq o\_o_n_Xm 0} mwm:m_._m_ w>:n__._umw_u SIS Pl lajjew Uw_n_._m \_o\_ucm sadloyd me:M:m_ Moy Ssayljuap| p w>zm\_:mc mE_u:_uc_ 1X9) 9y} Wouy mw_Qmew Pl]eA S129]3S P

*3ulpads pue uonjenyund
‘lewwels Jo asn pa)jo.3uod-|9p\ “dAleLIRU U0SIad-pIIy}

puE 310A 3AI}JE Sulejulely "SSu1jaay 0 S}ySnoy} ‘suoijoe ‘siapeleyd
q9 Jo suondidsap pue ‘yaaads ySnolyy siapeleyd sdojanaq p 33 y3noay) paiojdxa si 95esSIW 10 WYY B MOY SAYNUIP| P
‘siajeleyd
3y} ySnoiyy padojanap S 98eSSau 10 aWay} e Moy Jo
*3INJN11S Ul dAISSY0I uonjeue|dxa paynsn{-jj9p “Aem sejndiyed e ul S1I9}IBIRYI MIIA *sn20j pue 123[qns aSueyd 0} 3210A aAISSed
e Jey) seapl pue sageuw| Jo Suppuanbas ajesaqiap Ay} 0} 32udIpne ue uof}isod uol3dINIISU0I asne)d Jo Alengedon Suisn 9uajuds e SA)UIMIY “Suoljeur|dxa Jea)d pue sajdwexs
Y ySnouy Japeleyd s,a1eq dojanap 03 aSenSue] aAlIRIOAD S3S( 13y}19 pue Jajew 123[gns Jo 3210Y2 S J3IM 3y} Moy Saynsn( pijeA SuISn S133eIRYI 3Y} INOGE SUOISNJIU0 [NJIYSISU] SMeIq P
0| uonsanp 6—L suonsanp 9—| suonsanp

ERITEIED

"MBIA JO Juod §, 181981640 © SA0[aASp 12y} 1X8) e Ul snaoj pue 19a(gns ay abueya 03 adlon anissed sasn

e JONI]SU0J 0] (9AleLIRU U0SIad-pIIY} ‘DII0A BAIJIR) SaINJea) ‘Aem Jejnarued e
[enixa) pue (Buijjads ‘uoienyound ‘sqianpe ‘sanijoaipe ul Seap! pue S19J9eleyd MaIA 0} 8Juaipne ue uonisod sainjes) ‘Buijas pue sia19eleyd 8y} IN0Qe SaJUaIB)UI S)eW 0} PUB 1Xa}
‘abenbue| anijeinbly) sjuawsaja abenbue| sarendiuely| [enixal pue sjuswaje abenbue| moy sasAjeue pue siaidiajy) a1 u1 aauaping Ajyuapi 0 saibajeins uoisuayaidwod sas

s)xa) Hunonisuo?)

Buipuejsiapun pue afipajmou)| s)xa) Hunaidiayu| Buipuejsiapun pue afipajmou)|

‘Aem Jepndipied e uj seapl pue SiajdeieYd MIIA 0] ddUIIpNe Ue uol}isod ued sainjes) |enxa) pue syuswa)d asensue) moy 3a1diaju| :sndo4q

e SUIRN ysijbu3 g 1eap — syuawbpn( bupjew o3 apino



