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Miss Wilson turns fro
m the board to look at th

e children. Her shoulders are sharp at th
e 

edges. Her eyes are really blue, lik
e see-through blue. Her hair is

 neat and brown, held up 

with a clip at th
e back. Miss Wilson loves to teach. She loves the sound of th

e chalk on the 

board, th
e smell as it e

scapes, some dropping to the �oor in
 a tin

y rain-shower, a litt
le 

�oating in the air lik
e dust. B

ut m
ost of all she loves to turn around like this, after �llin

g the 

just-w
ashed shiny blackboard with sti� white letters, and watch all th

e children copying 

her w
ords, th

eir lit
tle black, brown and white faces concentrating hard on their b

ooks.

She believes that w
hat she does is good. Anything that distracts the children fro

m the 

blackboard is bad and she watches carefully for bad things. She even has special glasses 

that le
t her see out th

e back of her head. Like, say she’s writin
g on the board with her back 

to the class. No matter how quietly Dale whispers or how silently he passes a piece of paper 

folded and folded to make it s
mall, s

he’ll s
ay, “D

ale, would you like me to read that note to 

the class?”

“No, Miss Wilson”.

“Then put it 
way till 

smoko!”

How does she know? his shocked face asks.

“I h
ave eyes in the back of m

y head,” she says.

He doesn’t b
elieve her. It

 has de�nitely got something to do with her glasses, he reckons.

And it is
n’t o

nly in the classroom. Miss Wilson guards the playground during smoko and 

lunchtim
e, watching to make sure no one escapes. She might sit u

nder a tre
e reading a book 

but she can still s
ee everything that goes on — even behind the tankstand!

Miss Wilson believes that all knowledge can be writte
n down and learnt in

 the classroom. She 

doesn’t b
elieve, as Mavis does, in the value of lis

tening to the bush. In her m
ind, children are 

clean blackboards and she is the white chalk �llin
g the empty space with knowledge. Miss 

Wilson thinks the way to change the world is to educate children so that w
hen they grow up 

they will d
o the rig

ht th
ing. “The next generation”, she calls them. Like now, at th

is tim
e of th

e 

year, w
hen everyone is settin

g �res to clean up the country, she talks and talks about �re. She 

reckons �res are dangerous and wrong, bad for th
e environment; th

at people should not burn.

…
Dale’s head is aching with fru

stration … He just w
ants to get out of th

e classroom. He lift
s his 

face and the smell of th
e Dry season is very clear in

 his nostrils
. Gotta go, but how? He pretends 

to listen and take notes about th
e discussion while he thinks about how to get out of th

e 

school yard without being seen. What excuse can he make for being gone for th
e rest of th

e 

day? He’ll h
ave to get Lizzie’s help with that! H

is eyes are slitte
d and his forehead wrinkles with 

concentration. He watches everyone as they talk and pretends to write
 down their id

eas.

Miss Wilson looks at Dale. She sees him thinking, concentrating, writin
g. She smiles. That’s the 

boy, Dale! Look at th
at lit

tle brain ticking, she thinks. He’s a smart o
ne, th

at child. If o
nly he 

would knuckle down. We’ll m
ake a scholar out of you yet, D

ale Murphy. Her heart �
lls with pride. 

Miss Wilson turns fro
m the board to look at th

e children. Her shoulders are sharp at th
e edges. 

Her eyes are really blue, lik
e see-through blue. Her hair is

 neat and brown, held up with a clip at 

the back. Miss Wilson loves to teach. She loves the sound of th
e chalk on the board, th

e smell as 

it e
scapes, some dropping to the �oor in

 a tin
y rain-shower, a litt

le �oating in the air lik
e dust. B

ut 

most of all she loves to turn around like this, after �llin
g the just-w

ashed shiny blackboard with 

sti� white letters, and watch all th
e children copying her w

ords, th
eir lit

tle black, brown and white 

faces concentrating hard on their b
ooks.

She believes that w
hat she does is good. Anything that distracts the children fro

m the blackboard 

is bad and she watches 
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g �res to clean up the country, she talks and talks about �re. She reckons �res are 
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When a writer skilfully presents the thoughts and feelings of a main character, the reader 
is able to empathise with them. 

Themes or messages can be explored through the actions, speech, thoughts and feelings 
of characters in a story. 

© The State of Queensland (Queensland Studies Authority) 2010 
Please read the copyright notice on our website.
Stimulus material source (p.7): Norrington, Leonie 2002, The Barrumbi Kids, Omnibus Books, Norwood, South Australia.
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Setting the scene: Group discussion

Characters are an important element of a good story. Stories that are character-driven 
often help us explore important themes and issues from different points of view.

“Point of view” is what each character sees, hears, feels and experiences during a scene 
in a story.



Queensland Studies Authority | 3

Dear Diary, 

If Ben is on the 

computer again when I 

get home this afternoon, 

he’s toast!!

 ● Discuss some of the memorable characters in novels you have read or studied in class.

 ● How did the writer help you connect with the characters?

In this assessment, you will:
 ● make inferences about characters and setting in a text stimulus

 ● interpret how a writer can position a reader to view characters in a particular way

 ● construct a text to develop a character’s point of view. 

Listening
Listen while your teacher reads a passage from The Barrumbi Kids by Leonie Norrington.

 ● Reflect on how the language 
is used to introduce us to the 
character of Miss Wilson, a 
classroom teacher. 

 ● Can you picture what she looks 
like and how she feels about 
the students that she teaches?

 ● Can you picture what Dale 
looks like and how he feels 
about school?

Stop here: Wait for your teacher’s directions.

The writer’s language choices can help take readers inside a character’s mind to understand their 
motivations and beliefs, or to build empathy for a character.

Figurative language such as metaphors, similes, personification, alliteration and onomatopoeia can 
help evoke images in the reader’s mind.

Using active voice also helps to keep the reader engaged with the characters.
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Reading for meaning
1. List evidence from the text that shows this story is set in the Australian bush.

 ●   .................................................................................................................................................

 ●   .................................................................................................................................................

 ●   .................................................................................................................................................

 ●   .................................................................................................................................................

2. Identify a metaphor and a simile from the text that help to create tone, mood or 
atmosphere.

Simile: ...........................................................................................................................................

Metaphor:  .....................................................................................................................................

3. Describe Miss Wilson, using evidence from the text.

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

4. Paragraph 2 states that Miss Wilson “believes what she does is good”. Give two other 
examples from the text that explain why she believes she is a good teacher.

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

5. How do Miss Wilson and Dale view each other? Explain your answer.

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

6. This sentence from the text uses active voice. Rewrite the sentence using passive voice 
to change the subject and focus of the sentence.

Miss Wilson guards the playground during smoko and lunchtime, watching to make sure no one escapes.

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................
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Interpreting texts
7. Who does the text favour: Dale or Miss Wilson?  ....................................................................

Justify your answer using evidence from the text.

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

8. Identify a theme or message explored in the text. Explain how this theme is explored 
through the characters.

Theme/message: ..........................................................................................................................

Explanation: ..................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

9. Explain how the writer makes deliberate language choices to develop the relationship 
between the reader and Dale. Consider subject matter, vocabulary, grammar and 
punctuation. Use examples from the text to support your explanation. 

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................
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Constructing text 

Developing a character’s point of view

10. Continue the story from Dale’s point of view to explore how he feels about Miss Wilson 
and his experiences at school.

You need to use:

 ● figurative language to create tone and evoke images

 ● adjectives and adverbs to express Dale’s attitudes and emotions.

You need to maintain:

 ● third-person narrative

 ● an active voice.

Write about 250 to 300 words.

Use this space to plan your ideas.
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This passage from the text may help get you started:

Dale’s head is aching with frustration … He just wants to get out of the classroom. He lifts his face and 
the smell of the Dry season is very clear in his nostrils. Gotta go, but how? He pretends to listen and take 
notes about the discussion while he thinks about how to get out of the school yard without being seen. 
What excuse can he make for being gone for the rest of the day? He’ll have to get Lizzie’s help with that! 
His eyes are slitted and his forehead wrinkles with concentration. He watches everyone as they talk and 
pretends to write down their ideas.

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................
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 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................

 ......................................................................................................................................................
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Extra working space
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Extra working space
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Extra working space
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