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Setting the scene: Group discussion

In this assessment, you will:
●● read different persuasive texts

●● identify the purpose, main ideas and language choices in texts

●● interpret how readers are influenced by language choices and textual features in different texts

●● construct a written argument that persuades an audience to agree with a point of view.

© The State of Queensland (Queensland Studies Authority) 2010 
Please read the copyright notice on our website.
 
Queensland Studies Authority  PO Box 307 Spring Hill Qld 4004 
Phone: (07) 3864 0299   Fax: (07) 3221 2553   Email: office@qsa.qld.edu.au   Website: www.qsa.qld.edu.au

Im
ag

es
 (l

ef
t t

o 
rig

ht
, t

op
 to

 b
ot

to
m

) a
re

 C
re

at
iv

e 
C

om
m

on
s:

 A
ttr

ib
ut

io
n 

2.
0 

G
en

er
ic

 li
ce

ns
ed

 p
ho

to
s 

<h
ttp

://
cr

ea
tiv

ec
om

m
on

s.
or

g/
lic

en
se

s/
by

/2
.0

> 
ac

ce
ss

ed
 1

2 
A

pr
 2

01
0.

 
Ta

lk
ba

ck
 ra

di
o:

 T
he

 N
at

io
na

l G
ua

rd
’s

 p
ho

to
st

re
am

, “
W

is
co

ns
in

 A
rm

y 
N

at
io

na
l G

ua
rd

 ra
di

o 
st

at
io

n”
, <

w
w

w
.fl

ic
kr

.c
om

/p
ho

to
s/

th
en

at
io

na
lg

ua
rd

/3
22

82
37

09
5>

;  
D

eb
at

e:
 U

rth
st

rip
e’

s 
ph

ot
os

tre
am

, “
01

.1
0.

06
”, 

<w
w

w
.fl

ic
kr

.c
om

/p
ho

to
s/

ur
th

st
rip

e/
85

09
41

62
>;

 iP
od

: d
an

 ta
yl

or
’s

 p
ho

to
st

re
am

, “
iP

od
 F

M
 ra

di
o 

re
m

ot
e”

,  
<w

w
w

.fl
ic

kr
.c

om
/p

ho
to

s/
da

nt
ay

lo
r/8

73
97

28
3>

; B
ill

bo
ar

ds
: m

yu
ib

e’
s 

ph
ot

os
tre

am
, “

2.
0”

, <
w

w
w

.fl
ic

kr
.c

om
/p

ho
to

s/
m

yu
ib

e/
42

88
96

38
9/

in
/s

et
‑7

21
57

60
02

09
68

31
85

>;
 

Su
pe

rm
an

: s
so

os
ay

’s
 p

ho
to

st
re

am
, “

C
ar

to
on

 S
up

er
m

an
”, 

<w
w

w
.fl

ic
kr

.c
om

/p
ho

to
s/

ss
oo

sa
y/

37
02

46
52

94
>.



Queensland Studies Authority  |  3

Forms of media such as television, newspapers, radio and magazines publish persuasive texts that 
express opinions on important issues in our society today.

Persuasive texts can influence an audience to support a particular point of view using written 
arguments or text and visuals. Some of these texts are multimodal and may appear on internet sites. 

Read the following persuasive text with your class and discuss the questions below.

Discussion questions
What is the point of view expressed by the writer?

Who is the audience for the text?

What arguments does the writer use to support their point of view?

What action does the writer want to happen?

More school parking needed!

Dear Bramble Bay Council,

I go to Bramble Bay Primary School and it is a very beautiful school. However, 
I am feeling angry that your Council is taking away the car parking spaces on 
the vacant land opposite the school. This creates dangers to children, health 
problems and traffic congestion around the school.

To start with I am angry because parents with little children have to park too far 
away from the school. This is unsafe because anyone can pick the children up 
and take them away. 

Another problem is that children have to walk a long way to school when 
it is raining. As a result they start the school day feeling cold and miserable 
which can lead to sickness. Also, in summer they have to walk in the hot sun 
increasing the chance of getting sunburnt. 

Finally, there is too much traffic around the school gates. Parents are forced 
to park close to see if their children get to school safely. I always feel scared 
when I have to walk between the cars to get inside the school. As well as being 
dangerous, local residents are angry because there is no room for them to park 
near their homes. 

In conclusion, the parents and children of Bramble Bay Primary School strongly 
agree that the vacant land should be a car park. I think you should listen to 
what people who live around here say and change it into a car park now. I hope 
you take my advice before somebody gets hurt.

Gary Smith

Year 6, Bramble Bay Primary School 
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Interpreting persuasive texts:  
Online forums
Read the stimulus, The Daily Star News forum and answer the following questions.

1.	 What is the point of view of each writer on the influence of technology in our lives? 

Robert’s point of view: ...................................................................................................................

Georgia’s point of view: .................................................................................................................

2.	 Identify two arguments used by each writer to support their point of view.

Robert

●● ………………………………………………………………………………………………………......

●● ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Georgia

●● ………………………………………………………………………………………………………......

●● ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

3.	 Identify one recommendation for action each writer has made to the audience.

Robert: ..........................................................................................................................................

Georgia: ........................................................................................................................................

4.	 List adjectives and adverbs used by each writer to express how they feel about the 
issue.

Robert Georgia

Adjectives Adjectives

Adverbs Adverbs
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5.	 Identify who might be influenced by the message presented in each text.

	 Justify your choice using examples from the stimulus.

Robert: ..........................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

Georgia: ........................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

6.	 Which text is the best at persuading the reader to support a point of view?

	 Justify your choice by referring to examples from the stimulus.

Robert’s / Georgia’s text is best at persuading because ...............................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

Consider:

●● evaluative language, including adjectives

●● paragraph and sentence structure

●● modal verbs and adverbs.

!

Stop here: Wait for your teacher’s directions.

(circle one)
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Interpreting persuasive texts: Cartoons
Cartoons use images and words to position an audience to think about an issue. 

They can be found in newspapers, magazines and posted on websites. 

Read the cartoon below and answer the questions that follow.

I CAN’T NAVIGATE OUR WAY 
THROUGH THIS SEA! 
WE’RE LOST, CAPTAIN. ?
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Stop here: Wait for your teacher’s directions.

7.	 What is the message in the cartoon?

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

8.	 Explain how the images and words in the cartoon are used to influence the audience’s 
point of view about technology.

Images: .........................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

Words: ...........................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

9.	 Who is more likely to agree with the message presented in the cartoon — Robert or 
Georgia?

	 Justify your answer by referring to both Robert and Georgia’s forum posts.

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................
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Constructing a persuasive text
As part of National Youth Week, the local newspaper The Daily Star News wants to know what young 
people think about the following issue.

10.	 Construct a written argument that will persuade an audience to agree with your point of 
view on this issue.

Your entry will be posted on the newspaper’s website. 

The editor will forward the most convincing entries to the Education Minister as part of National 
Youth Week celebrations.

	 Include:
●● an introduction that clearly identifies your point of view on this issue

●● three arguments with supporting evidence

●● language choices that will persuade an audience

●● a conclusion that restates your point of view.

     Schools need more compulsory sport.

Write about 150 to 200 words.

Remember to use:

●● paragraphs with topic sentences that introduce each argument 

●● text connectives to link ideas

●● high modality verbs and adverbs.

!
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Working area
Plan your ideas below.

Point of view

Introduction

Conclusion

Schools need more compulsory sport. 	 agree / disagree

Argument

Supporting evidence

Argument

Supporting evidence

Argument

Supporting evidence

(circle one)
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Forum

SearchPast topics EventsMembersToday’s topic

The Daily Star News

Comment

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

Now, use your plan to write your entry.

Schools need more compulsory sport — agree or disagree?
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Forum

SearchPast topics EventsMembersToday’s topic

The Daily Star News

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

Have you used:

�� correct spelling, punctuation and grammar? 

�� a variety of sentence structures?

�� paragraphs?

!
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