
 

Queensland Studies Authority 
Ground floor, 295 Ann Street, Brisbane.  PO Box 307, Spring Hill  Queensland  4004 
Phone: (07) 3864 0299; Fax: (07) 3221 2553; Email: office@qsa.qld.edu.au; Website: www.qsa.qld.edu.au 
© The State of Queensland (Queensland Studies Authority) 2007 
Copyright protects this work. Please read the Copyright notice on our website. 

Essential Learnings — 
Information Statement  
What are the Essential Learnings? 
Essential Learnings identify what should be taught and what is important for students to 
have opportunities to know and be able to do. They describe the ways of working, and 
knowledge and understanding that students need for ongoing learning, social and 
personal competence, and participation in a democratic society. 

The Essential Learnings provide: 
• clarity for teachers about what to teach 
• assurance for teachers that the essential elements of each key learning area (KLA) are 

being addressed, and that their students are learning what the wider community values 
• assurance for parents/carers that a core curriculum will be offered in all Queensland 

schools. 

The Essential Learnings inform curriculum planning. They constitute a rich set of 
learnings: an agreed core (not a minimum requirement) that students are able to 
access, and which schools will use to generate school-based curriculum. Essential 
Learnings are the part of the curriculum that is to be common across all schools; 
however, schools will continue to have the flexibility to organise their curriculum to meet 
the needs of students according to local contexts. 

Essential Learnings are available for the eight KLA syllabuses: English, Health and 
Physical Education, Languages, Mathematics, Science, Studies of Society and the 
Environment, Technology, and The Arts.  

Why specify Essential Learnings? 
All young Queenslanders need to develop knowledge, skills and capabilities to enjoy 
life and to contribute to society. Schooling supports students to attain high standards of 
disciplinary knowledge and to develop a range of capabilities to act in the world. The 
Essential Learnings support teachers and students in achieving these educational 
outcomes. 

The Essential Learnings support the development of: 
• deep understandings of key disciplinary concepts, facts and procedures 
• the processes students use to develop and demonstrate their understandings 
• the capabilities students need to work with knowledge, grow and manage 

themselves, and become active participants in local and global contexts. 

Young people also need opportunities to pursue their own interests and local 
community activities. The Essential Learnings specify only those things that all students 
need to learn, leaving schools with the flexibility to organise their curriculum to meet 
their students’ needs. 



 

Essential Learnings — Information Statement Page 2 of 3 

How have the Essential Learnings been 
identified? 
Queensland’s eight KLA syllabuses were the primary information source for the 
Essential Learnings.  

Teachers in schools across the three schooling sectors worked with the Queensland 
Studies Authority to trial and refine the Essential Learnings.  

A range of literature and curriculum materials was used to identify those aspects of the 
Essential Learnings related to more generic and cross-curricular capabilities.  

The national Statements of Learning in English, Mathematics, Science, Civics and 
Citizenship, and Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs), agreed to by all 
states and territories, have been embedded in the Essential Learnings. 

Note: ICTs have been identified as a cross-curricular priority to be used by schools in 
conjunction with the Essential Learnings. 

How are the Essential Learnings organised? 
The Essential Learnings describe the focus of teaching and learning in each KLA. They 
are written at key junctures, which are by the end of years 3, 5, 7 and 9. 

 

The Essential Learnings incorporate: 
• a Learning and assessment focus 
• Ways of working 
• Knowledge and understanding. 

Each KLA has a Learning and assessment focus that emphasises the importance of 
using the Ways of working with Knowledge and understanding. It also supports active 
engagement in learning — that is, providing opportunities for students to learn through 
doing, in contexts that are relevant and meaningful. 
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The Learning and assessment focus highlights the importance of integrating ICTs as 
tools for learning across all KLAs, and of embedding Indigenous perspectives in 
students’ learning. It recognises that all students in Queensland should have access to 
valued Indigenous knowledge.  

The assessable elements of each KLA are specified in the Learning and assessment 
focus. These identify the valued features of the KLA about which evidence of student 
learning is collected and assessed. 

Ways of working are drawn from the processes that are associated with KLAs, such 
as working scientifically or working technologically. They include higher order thinking 
skills that support the development of deep understanding and the capabilities that 
students need for ongoing learning, now and in the future. These processes develop in 
complexity across the junctures. It is intended that students will have opportunities to 
demonstrate their learning across the complete set of Ways of working. 

Many of the processes integral to a KLA can be transferred into other learning contexts. 
For example, when comparing the Ways of working across Science, SOSE and 
Mathematics, students develop skills in posing questions, planning and conducting 
investigations, analysing and evaluating information, communicating their thinking, and 
reflecting on their learning. 

Knowledge and understanding describes essential concepts, facts and procedures of 
the KLA. These are presented under organisers that relate to the broad conceptual 
categories which are the focus of the KLA. 

Conceptual statements are presented in bold text. These describe the essential 
concepts or the big ideas of the KLA. 

Detailed concepts, facts and procedures are presented in bulleted text. These 
elaborate on the core context that is to be the focus of teaching and learning in all 
schools. 

Where statements contain an ‘including’, schools should ensure that these are included 
in their planned curriculum.  

Examples have been used to clarify the intent of the statement — they are not 
mandatory.  

How do teachers plan using the Essential 
Learnings? 
Together, the three parts of the Essential Learnings help teachers to plan and provide 
opportunities for students to experience rich and rewarding learning programs that have 
relevance and application in the real world. 

Schools and teachers have the flexibility to make decisions about how they use and 
combine Ways of working with Knowledge and understanding within and across KLAs. 
It is important to consider the most effective and efficient ways to do this. 

Resources to support planning using the Essential Learnings are available on the QSA 
website: www.qsa.qld.edu.au 

http://www.qsa.qld.edu.au/

