2009 Year 5 — Literacy preparation material

Reading and Viewing
Wait for your teacher.
Read page 2 of the magazine and then answer the questions.

Trapeze artists swing through
the air about 3 metres
above the ground.

THE CIRCUS

The circus has its roots in ancient Rome. In the
ancient circuses, acrobats performed, gladiators
fought, chariots raced and exotic beasts prowled
around a sandy circular arena. When the Roman
Empire collapsed, this kind of entertainment ended.

There are two sorts of clowns.
Clever, white-faced clowns wear
pointed hats and are called
‘Joey’. They work with rednosed, foolish clowns,
called ‘Auguste’. Each
clown has their own
make-up design,
so that they all
look a bit different.
Many clowns
play musical
instruments.

In the Middle Ages, jugglers
entertained in royal courts. But
the modern circus did not begin
again until 1769 when Phillip
Astley, a bareback horse rider,
set up a show in London. In this
13 metre circus ring, gladiators
and chariots were replaced by
fabulous fire-eaters, silly clowns
and amazing acrobats.
Jugglers
use clubs,
balls, rings
and even
knives!

The best
jugglers can
keep six or
seven clubs in
the air at a time.

Auguste clowns
wear bright,
baggy clothes.

1

This one-wheeled bike is
called a unicycle. It is
difficult to ride.

Which of these could be seen in an ancient Roman circus?
gladiators and bareback riders
exotic beasts and silly clowns
chariots and gladiators
fire eaters and acrobats

2
Circuses took their name from
a sandy track.
a round arena.
the horse show.
an ancient building.

3
According to the text, which one of these might
have appeared in a royal court during the middle ages?
a clown
a juggler
a gladiator
a trapeze artist

4
Which performers could be seen in both ancient Roman and modern circuses?
clowns
jugglers
acrobats
gladiators
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People laugh when
clowns trip up over
their huge shoes.

Acrobats can walk
on their hands!

5
Which one of these statements agrees with the text in the box?
No two clowns look exactly alike.
All white-faced clowns look the same.
There are many different sorts of clowns.
Red-nosed clowns must have the same hat.

6
The clown on the unicycle is
Joey, a clever clown.
Joey, a foolish clown.
Auguste, a clever clown.
Auguste, a foolish clown.

7
Look at the pictures of the trapeze artists.
Number the sentences to match the picture sequence from left to right.

Both the catcher and flier grasp each other by the wrist.

The flier begins the act from a platform high above the ground.

Then the catcher swings forward at just the right time to catch the flier.

The flier swings and twists in the air two or three times.
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Read page 3 of the magazine and then answer the questions.

Up a Tree is a book written by Sherryl Clark.
She says it's about a demented parrot, a
crazy neighbour and a dodgy flying fox.
Here’s the beginning of the story…

The Grubb twins’ flying fox was up at Granite Gorge, above the river where
the rocks stick up like big teeth. They had nicked about a hundred metres
of rope off their dad. The last week of school, all we heard about was this
flying fox, how dangerous it was, how everyone would be too chicken to
go on it. It wasn’t like the ones we built at school camp over little
gullies, they said. Their flying fox would scare the pants off everyone.
We all said, “Yeah, sure,” and tried to pretend we didn’t care two
cents about their stupid fox, but all the time everyone was busting
to get up the Gorge and have a look. It takes half an hour to walk
all that way up the river, but it means no adults around to spoil the
fun. That’s what the Grubb twins said anyway.
Me, I was curious but I’d seen the Grubb disasters before and listening to
them skite about it made my ears prickle. I should’ve known my der-brain
brother, Simon, wasn’t so smart.
School was out – yes! Most of us reckoned we’d sneak up the Gorge
sometime over the weekend for a look, but Simon took off as soon
as the bell rang.
“Take my bag home, Molly”, he said, slinging it
at me.
“Where are you going?” I said.
“Up the Gorge, I’m going to be
first to try out that fox.”

8
The description of the flying fox suggests that using it might be
safe.
risky.
tame.
fierce.

9
They had nicked about a hundred metres of rope from their dad.
This suggests
Mr Grubb helped the boys to build a flying fox.
the Grubb twins have cut the rope into 100m lengths.
Mr Grubb does not know the twins have built a flying fox.
the Grubb twins had asked their dad for help with the flying fox.

10
By telling everyone they’d be too chicken to go on it, the Grubb twins are
telling the other children how scared they felt on the flying fox.
describing how children feel when they’re on the flying fox.
warning the other children not to go on the flying fox.
tempting the other children to go on the flying fox.

11
What is meant by the words no adults around to spoil the fun?
Parents never want their children to have fun.
Parents will not approve of playing on the flying fox.
Adults will spoil things by wanting a turn on the flying fox.
Adults might break the flying fox by being too heavy for it.
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12
Me, I was curious …
The word me refers to
Molly.
Simon.
Mr Grubb.
Sheryl Clark.

13
This passage suggests that the Grubb twins
are usually well behaved.
have a history of creating trouble.
are well known for their inventions.
are liked because they are adventurous.

14
Molly says I should’ve known my der-brain brother, Simon, wasn’t so smart.
She is showing her
fear for his safety.
pride in his courage.
anger at being left out.
shame that he is stupid.

15
When does this story begin?
during the school holidays.
on the last school day.
over the weekend.
at a school camp.

16
Most of the children thought they would sneak up the Gorge because they
knew they had to go quietly.
knew they shouldn’t go there.
didn’t want to frighten the animals.
wanted to spy on the Grubb twins.
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Read page 4 of the magazine and then answer the questions.

This extract is from the book The Sea Caves by Colin
Thiele. Twelve-year-old Nick is visiting his school
friend Sam during the holidays. They have been
scuba diving on an old shipwreck in the waters off
Point Danger on the South Australian coast.

The
Sea
Caves
5

10

Sam and Nick spent a long time nosing about on the
wreck, sometimes pulling themselves along with their
bodies stretched out like a couple of crayfish,
sometimes more or less upright as they tried to work
out where the main mast must have been. They didn’t
notice how quickly things were changing overhead.

It wasn’t until Sam surfaced that he saw what was happening. The tide had come in
strongly and the wind had swung round to the south. Whitecaps were racing in
towards the coast and the reef was lathered with foam. There was no hope of going
back the way they had come.

Sam waved urgently, beckoning Nick to follow. He knew there was a spot under the
cliffs that was sheltered by a couple of big boulders and not yet covered by the tide.
They both headed for it as fast as they could. They were lucky. Although they were
picked up by a big wave and flung forward savagely they escaped with nothing
15 worse than bruises.
They floundered onto the strip of dry land at the base of the cliffs.
“There’s no way we can get back to the inlet at the creek,” Sam said.
“Then what do we do?” asked Nick.
“Climb the cliffs.”
20

The climb was easier than it looked. The cliff was no more than eight or nine metres
high and they were able to climb at an angle. When they were more than halfway up
they came to a jagged patch where a huge rock slide had crashed down into the sea
many years before. The face of the limestone cliff was loose and crumbling there,
and the footholds were unreliable.

25

A piece of rock that looked solid enough came away suddenly when Nick put his
foot on it. For a terrible moment it seemed certain that he was going to pitch down
backwards, but luckily the stone moved inwards instead of downwards and his leg
slid into the hole it made. It left him hanging there like a one-legged mountain
climber. The other leg had disappeared into the cliff. It probably saved his life. He
was able to hang on and regain his balance, although it took a while for him to get
over the shock and extract his leg.

30

“Hey,” he called. “There’s a hole in here. It goes right into the cliff.”

35

He bent down carefully and tried to peer inside. A blast of cold air struck his face.
“It’s a big hole, Sam. A real cave. There’s a strong breeze coming out of it and I can
hear the sea inside. It would be great if we could have a look.”

40

“Yeah. Some of them go in a long way under the land. On rough days the water is
forced up through holes in the rock and the spray shoots up into the air. Blowholes.”

“Yeah, yeah,” Sam shouted. “There are hollows like that all over the place. The sea
carves them out.”
“Sea caves?”

17
In this text, nosing about (line 1) suggests that the boys are looking for
one special thing in particular.
anything that might be interesting.
something with a noticeable smell.
things that shouldn’t concern them.

18
What are the boys doing when they look like a couple of crayfish (line 3)?
putting on their scuba gear and walking to the sea
trying to work out where the main mast was
pulling themselves along the wreck
swimming up to the surface

19
Which words suggest the surf had become rough?
things were changing overhead
the tide had come in strongly
the wind had swung round
whitecaps were racing in

20
The climb was easier than it looked. (line 20)
This was so because the boys climbed
diagonally up the cliff face.
on solid ground all the way.
on a series of marked footholds.
away from the loose, crumbly limestone.
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21
When Nick stumbles, he is left hanging there like a one-legged mountain climber
(lines 28–29).
This image is used to show
what Sam thought about Nick.
how badly Nick could climb.
exactly how Nick landed.
how funny Nick looked.

22
Sam does not seem interested in Nick’s discovery of the cave.
This is probably because he
is getting impatient with Nick.
has concern for Nick’s safety.
has seen plenty of sea caves.
is jealous that Nick found the cave.

23
Nick says about the cave: It would be great if we could have a look (line 35).
Which of the following is most likely to happen in the story to make Sam as interested as Nick?
Sam’s parents check first to make sure that the cave is safe.
The boys find a clue that the cave might contain treasure.
The boys commit a crime and need to hide in the cave.
Nick offers Sam money to help him explore the cave.

24
Based on this passage, The Sea Caves is a novel of
science and history for children.
drama and romance for teenagers.
mystery and suspense for teenagers.
adventure and discovery for children.
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