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Lizard and Snake
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Resource 2

Lizard and Snake

For this story, I have combined three string tricks and put them to-
gether. Fhe three-part story as given here is my invention. The first of
the figures is known as ‘‘Lizard’’ in the Torres Straits, as "*Eel”” in the
Marquesas, and as “*Lizard and Snake’’ in parts of Papua New Guinea.
The second has no special name given in C. F. Jayne or in any other
source I can locate. The third is often called ‘‘the German trick™ in
Europe. and ‘*“The Palm’™ or “‘Lizard on a Palm Tree’’ in Papua New

Guinea.

The first segment looks deceptively simple, but unless the hand is
turmed exactly as indicated, it will not work. This was a favorite string
trick used by the early Hawaiians to win bets from strangers passing
through. Though sure they could do the trick after seeing it once,
strangers usually ended up with their hands caught in the string rather

than free.

Recommended string length before knotting: 54 inches (135 ¢cm)
Recommended strand length when braiding yamn: 65 inches (165 cm)
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Lizard and Snake (continued)

“*Now I have you!'" cried
Snake. *'I shall eat you
up, and then have a long
sleep.™”

“*I must get out of here
quickly,”” thought Liz-
ard.

Now, lizards are very tast
and tricky, and this one
was no exception.

“*¥ou don't have me yet.

Snake.,”” he said. He
darted to the other side of
Snake,
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Snake’s coils—

anid was gone |
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Point right hand
straight up and move it
to the side, so audience
can clearly see thar
““Lizard'" is caught
tight.

Move right hand to the
left, complerely around
left side of outer string,
until back of righr hand
is facing body.
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Lizard and Snake (continued)
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Lizard and Snake (continued)
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Lizard and Snake (continued)

Out of the corner of
his eye, Lizard saw
his  daughter. *“*Come
quickly,” he whispered.
“*I think if you pull Snake
from around my middle
he will come loose. It has
been a long time since |
ate those eggs, and now

[ am not so fat.”” Liz- Curl right index finger
ard’s daughter poked her under string running
paw around Snake, right across left palm. (This
at the spot where he was may be done by a mem-
wound tightly around ber of the audience; ask
Lizard’s waist. if someone in front row

wishes 1o be Lizard’s
daughter.)

She gave a sharp pull— Pull sharply.

and Lizard was free! String falls free.
He and his daughter
scuttled away to hide un-
der the rocks. If you see
Lizard some day, sitting
on a rock and warming
himself, watch closely
and you may soon see
Snake coming along.

Source: Pellowski, A. & Sweat, L. (ill.) 1984, The Story Vine, Collier Macmillan, London.
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