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Understanding the syllabus 

 

This section includes materials to help teachers understand the key features of the syllabus: the 
learning outcomes, thinking, reasoning and working mathematically, and the strands and topics of 
the key learning area. It includes elaborations of the learning outcomes for Levels 1 to 6 and 
Foundation Level. There are no elaborations of the discretionary learning outcomes for Beyond Level 
6. 

Elaborations are designed to help teachers understand the intent of the learning outcomes. They 
indicate possible content and contexts through which students might demonstrate their learning. 

Elaborations of core learning outcomes for Levels 1 to 6 

The core learning outcomes for Levels 1 to 6 have been elaborated to help teachers understand the 
intent of the core learning outcomes and plan for student learning. The elaborations illustrate the 
relationship between the level statement, the core learning outcomes and the core content at each 
level and in each strand.  

The elaborations: 

 emphasise thinking, reasoning and working mathematically 

 clarify the mathematical knowledge, procedures and strategies relevant to each core learning 
outcome 

 make clear what students need to know, and do with what they know, to demonstrate their 
learning  

 include examples of contexts in which students may demonstrate their learning. 

Planning using the elaborations 

Elaborations are provided as examples only and are interchangeable with other elaborations 
developed by teachers. When using the elaborations for planning, teachers should consider a range 
of factors including: 

 students’ prior knowledge, needs and interests  

 the context in which learning will take place 

 available equipment and resources 

 school programs 

 school authority policies. 

Organisation of the elaborations 

The elaborations are presented by strand and topic from Level 1 to Level 6. 

Each core learning outcome has been given a unique code. This code is made up of letters (which 
identify the strand) and numbers (which identify the level and topic to which the core learning 
outcome relates). For example, CD 3.2 identifies Chance and Data strand, Level 3, topic 2 — Data. 

The table that follows presents an annotated example of the layout of the elaborations of the core 
learning outcomes.
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