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Investigating a history mystery 
Below are suggested topics for an investigation of the ancient past (between 60 000 BC – c.650 AD). An overview of each mystery can be found by searching Wikipedia: en.wikipedia.org/wiki.
	Topic
	A taster to get you thinking!

	Terracotta army
	Why has an ancient Chinese Emperor’s terracotta army been buried underground for centuries?

	Nazca lines
	What is the mystery behind the Nazca lines, an incredible collection of huge images in the desert that were created by the ancient Nazca culture?

	Library of Alexandria
	Were the treasures of the largest and most important library in the ancient world really lost in a massive inferno?

	The city of Troy
	The location of a war over the beautiful Helen of Troy … but why else is this ancient city of interest to historians?

	Hanging Gardens of Babylon
	Did this Wonder of the Ancient World really exist?

	Stonehenge
	An amazing achievement by people who had limited technology, but what is it? A calendar? A religious site? Something built by aliens?

	The Mycenaeans
	Why did this ancient culture disappear?

	Moai (Easter Island statues)
	What secrets do the huge statues that inhabit Easter Island guard?

	Colossus of Rhodes
	What caused the people of Rhodes to build this massive statue? How did they manage it? Why does it no longer exist?

	The crystal skulls
	Are the crystal skulls human artefacts or natural wonders? Do they have special powers or are they fakes?

	Peat bog mummies
	How have these mummies been so amazingly preserved? What mysteries do they hold?

	Tollund man
	Who was the Tolland man? Why do historians think his was a recent death?

	Ötzi
	How did Ötzi die? What can he tell us about the past?

	Tutankhamen
	How did this young pharaoh die? Was it murder or natural causes? 

	Lake Mungo
	What do the discoveries at Lake Mungo of human remains tell us about ancient civilisation?

	Bradshaw (Gwion Gwion) cave paintings
	What are the origins of these paintings? What do they reveal about ancient civilisation?


[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf]
2 | Australian Curriculum assessment Subtitle

Queensland Studies Authority June 2013 | 3

[image: image3.jpg]Z

Queensland

Queensland : J
Government Studies Authority



[image: image4.jpg]www.qgsa.qld.edu.au
Queensland Studies Authority
|



[image: image5.jpg]® &

Queensland Queensland
Government  Studies Authority



