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Excerpt of a sample response for Section 4: Analysing and using sources
Note to teachers: responses will vary. While students may use a range of research tools, the skill of selecting information discerningly for recording should still be present.
	
	Dot point summary of research
	Source details

	How historians know
(methods used to find out)
	· excavations in late 1800s revealed 4 houses. The remaining structures were excavated between 1928–1930

· radiocarbon dating was carried out in the 1970s on fireplaces, tools and middens

· they analysed middens to identify animal and fish bones, pottery and eggshells

· analysis of the tools found (and their likely purposes)

· comparing tombs to other stone age settlements to determine role of religion
	Information about Skara Brae, Heritage of the Orkney Islands, Skara Brae, www.orkneyjar.com/history/skarabrae/index.html
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Complete the table below to identify the most useful primary and secondary sources of information (a minimum of two) that you have used to investigate the history mystery.

	
	Describe the origin and purpose of the source of information
	Identify how the source is useful in answering your inquiry question

	Primary source


	Actual excavated “house” in the village from 4000 years ago, seen through a 360° virtual tour

	This source was useful because it helped me to find out who the inhabitants were. I could see the layout of the house and draw conclusions about how people lived in the spaces (e.g. different-sized beds may have meant different ranks between males and females).

	Primary source


	Items found in the middens around the outside of each house (animal bones, egg shells, broken pottery and tools)
	This source was useful to understand aspects of their daily life — not only what they ate, but what plants they grew, what animals they kept and what level of technology they used. It gave clues about what changed due to erosion and that the inhabitants had no weapons.

	Secondary source


	www.orkneyjar.com, which gave information about different ideas as to why the inhabitants left
	This source was useful to get a better understanding about what different historians believe might have happened and to help develop my own answer to the inquiry question.

	Secondary source


	White, GJ 1983, Mystery at Skara Brae, QSA Publishers, Brisbane, which gave general information about Stone Age life and details about Skara Brae
	This source was useful to see how comparisons between the excavated site and other known sites provide greater understanding about the people who lived there so I could have better informed answers about why they might have left.


Look in this column when making judgments about selecting useful evidence. Researched evidence should be pertinent (e.g. only contain information about archaeological or archival methods for the chosen mystery).





Look in this column when making judgments about using a range of relevant sources (e.g. websites, books, class handouts).
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