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	Research the life of an individual explorer, settler, convict or soldier on The First Fleet.

	You will:

· pose questions about the past

· locate and identify historical sources to answer these questions

· analyse evidence and draw conclusions about historical sources

· develop a historical narrative (200​–400 words) that explains how life has changed and/or stayed the same.


Section 1. 
Planning and posing questions
Setting the scene

The First Fleet brought about 1400 people to Australia from England including settlers, convicts, ships’ crew, soldiers and their families. 
The eleven ships left Portsmouth on 13 May 1787 carrying two years’ supply of food and the equipment needed to build a new settlement. They arrived at Botany Bay in New South Wales eight months later.

Your task

Use historical sources to investigate the individual life of an explorer, settler, convict or soldier of the First Fleet.

The key inquiry questions are:

· What was life like before they came to Australia?

· Why did they come here?

How was life different after they arrived here and how was it similar?
Follow these steps:
1. Select one of the following to investigate the life of:  Convict, Explorer, Settler, Soldier.

2. Research the experiences of an individual, using primary and secondary sources.
3. Develop research questions to help you to answer the key inquiry questions about life before and following their arrival in Australia on the First Fleet. 
Write your research questions in the Historical concept and Research question table.

· Use the historical concepts to guide you in writing your questions. 
· Use the question starters to pose different questions: What, When, Where, Who, How? 

	Historical concept
	Research question 

	Continuity and change
	

	Causes and effects
	

	Significance
	

	Perspectives
	

	Empathy
	

	Sources
	

	Check with your teacher that your questions are suitable before starting the inquiry:
Teacher’s approval: 



Section 2. 
Locating sources
Locate sources of evidence that will help you to find answers to your questions. Record the sources in the table below. 

	Name of source
	Type of source

(Primary or Secondary)
	Whose perspective is presented in this source?
	Which question/s will this source help you to answer?

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Section 3. 
Answering questions
Use your sources to answer your questions. Record your notes in the table below.

	Research question 
	Summary notes
	Key terms, dates and people
	Evidence from the sources to support the answer
	Answer to the research question

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Section 4. 
Developing a historical narrative
Develop a historical narrative to explain how life changed after arriving in Australia on the First Fleet.  This may be a personal letter, annotated photo album, diary extract or newspaper article. 
· Your teacher will help you select a text type. 

· Your text should be 200–400 words in length. 

Use this guide to get feedback on your draft and make a final copy. 

	Include:
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	· an introduction that explains why your person is on the First Fleet
	
	

	· sequenced historical events in chronological order using dates
	
	

	· comparison of life before and after the First Fleet arrival in Australia
	
	

	· historical terms and concepts
	
	

	· key people
	
	

	· the significance of European settlement
	
	

	· a conclusion about how life has changed/or stayed the same
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	Some more research might be needed.      
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	It was clear to understand.
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