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Sample hypothesis and research questions
	Hypothesis
The Freedom Rides of early 1965 were a significant event that raised public awareness of Aboriginal people’s civil rights in Australia and contributed to the successful campaign of the 1967 referendum.  


	Research area
	Research questions

	Background, key events and developments
	What civil rights of Aboriginal people did the Freedom Rides address?

	Methods used by civil rights activists 


	What did the Freedom Riders do to raise public awareness?

	The role of one individual or group
	Who was Charles Perkins and what role did he play in the Freedom Rides?

	Events that represent changes and continuities 
	· What were some of the major events of the Freedom Ride?

· What were the short-term and long-term changes that resulted from these events?

	Significance of the event
	What is the historical significance of the Freedom Rides for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples?

	Contestability
	What were the criticisms about this event and the actions of Charles Perkins?
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