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Evaluating historical sources 

Questions to ask when evaluating the usefulness, relevance and reliability of evidence in sources:
	Useful
	· What are the key ideas here?

· Which ideas are facts?

· Which ideas are opinions?

· How does this source help you respond to your investigation?

	Relevant
	· What is the purpose of this source?

· When was this source created?

· Who is the audience?

· What perspective is presented?

	Reliable
	· Who has created this source?

· Where was this source created?

· Why was this source created?

· Whose point of view is given? Whose point of view is missing? Why?

· Is there any bias in the point of view presented by the author?

· What bias, attitude and values might affect this source?

· Can I trust the author of this source?

· What supported details are offered as examples? Can I trust this information?

· Is this information similar to or different from other sources?  


[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf]
2 | Enter fact sheet title Subtitle

Queensland Studies Authority June 2013 | 3

[image: image3.jpg]Z

Queensland

Queensland : J
Government Studies Authority



[image: image4.jpg]www.qgsa.qld.edu.au
Queensland Studies Authority
|



[image: image5.jpg]® &

Queensland Queensland
Government  Studies Authority



