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Setting the scene

To take you on a journey back in time, texts with historical settings show you what it was like to live in
a particular place and time. To bring the past to life, these texts draw on your senses and provide a high
level of detail through the use of precise vocabulary and elaboration of ideas.

My Place is an Australian TV series that brings the past to life. The series is about different children who
live in the same location over many years and who adopt the same tree as “their place”. They each have
a story to tell and through their stories you are transported back to a particular place and time in history.

Watch a My Place trailer that has excerpts from different episodes set in different times. The excerpts
begin in 2008 and move backwards through time.
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As you watch the trailer, think about:

* what is happening

* what you can see, hear, feel, taste, smell b 9 w e é«)

* how each point in time is shown
¢ connections to your life — similarities and differences.

Unlike TV shows such as My Place, written texts with historical settings can not rely on visual images
to tell the story or to capture a sense of place and time. Writers need to use language to achieve this.

What do you think a writer needs to consider when showing what a particular place and time is like?
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Visualising

When writing a text with an historical setting, a writer needs to use language to tell the story and to
capture a sense of place and time. A writer can help their readers see and experience the past, by
drawing on the reader’s senses so they can visualise as they read.

Choose an event that has recently happened in your life.

Cover your eyes and replay the event in your mind.

You have just used a strategy called visualising.

Visualising means creating a picture in your mind. If you use all five senses when visualising, you can
create much stronger images and feelings.

Revisit the same memory, but this time make sure you use all of your senses.

ngeé

Visualising when you read can help you understand a text more easily. Including details in your own
writing can help your reader visualise what is happening.
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In this assessment, you will:

* read and answer questions about a text with an historical setting

* identify how the writer creates a sense of place and time

* make connections between your experiences and those in the text

» create a diary entry that shares your experiences and evokes a sense of a particular place and time.

Listening

Listen to your teacher read a diary extract that is set in the past.

As you listen:
 visualise the sights, sounds, feelings, tastes and smells

59@7@(&

« listen for language features that help create a sense of a particular place and time
 identify connections between the text and your own life — similarities and differences.
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Interpreting texts

Read the stimulus text and answer the questions.

1. Whatis the full date the diary entry was Written? .. ... ..
2.  Where did the events in the diary entry take place? .. ... . i
3. Howdid Jack feel aboutthe day? . ...........c i e

4. Read lines 7-12 (paragraph 2). List two things the people did to prepare for the day’s events.
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5.

6.

Read lines 17-23 (paragraph 4). Complete the table to show the times and activities.

Time Activities
2:00 pm
3:30 pm
regatta
dance

Read lines 24-31 (paragraph 5).

(a) What reason did Jack give for his team’s cart being beaten?

(b) Explain why Jack felt ashamed about not winning the race.
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7. Re-read these lines from the text (lines 32-6):

To get ready for the dance, | polished my shoes, for what it
is worth in this dusty place. My shirt was unironed but clean,
and my best trousers had been pressed under a board all
day. I slicked down my hair so it would not curl and so it
would look darker.

(a) Listthe verbs that show Jack put a lot of effort into preparing for the dance.

(b) Write the two adverbials that describe why Jack slicked down his hair.

(c) What does the sentence, I slicked down my hair so it would not curl and so it would look
darker, show the reader about Jack?
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8. Re-read this sentence from the text (lines 8-10):

Men took baths in galvanised bath tubs, set up close
enough to the river to make filling them easy, but not close
enough to be eaten by a stray croc.

(@) Underline the main clause.

(b) The writer has combined clauses to include a lot of details in this sentence.

What do these details show the reader about Burketown in 19197

9. What kind of person is Jack?

Use examples from the text to support your opinion.
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10. The diary entry is called The Burketown Dance.

Why are details about the dance left until the last part of the text?

11. How has the writer tried to help you see what life was like in Burketown in 19197

Use examples from the text to support your ideas.
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Creating a text

Your class is creating a time capsule that will be buried in 2012 and reopened by
students in 50 years’ time.

Write one diary entry that shows what “your place” is like in 2012.

Your diary entry should be about one recent event from your life,
e.g. a fete, party, festival, concert.

You need to:

- consider your audience

 write from your point of view (e.g. use the pronouns /, my, we)

< engage the reader’s senses so they can visualise

« show your place and time by adding detail and making precise language choices
(e.g. adjectives, verbs, adverbs, clauses).
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Planning

Your diary entry will be read in 50 years’ time by students who will be in Year 6 in 2062.

Your diary entry needs to provide detail to engage your reader’s senses so they can imagine what it was
like to live in 2012.

* Use this diagram to help you plan your ideas.
* Choose your event and write down the details (event, place and time).
»  Write down some details about the sights, sounds, tastes, feelings and smells of your event.

Event, place and time:

&

Hint
Use Jack’s diary entry for ideas on how to start and end your

diary entry, how to engage the reader’s senses and how to
add detail to your writing.
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My diary entry

12. Use your planning to write a diary entry that shares your personal experiences and engages your
reader’s senses so they can imagine what it was like to live in 2012.

(
Remember to use:
* precise vocabulary choices

* arange of sentence structures

\

~

» details to help create a sense of place and time.
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Edit

| have:

tried to engage the reader’s senses
captured a sense of place

included details that place my diary in 2012
made precise verb choices

used clauses to provide a high level of detalil.

Proofread

| have:

used paragraphs
checked spelling
checked punctuation

checked that sentences are clearly expressed.

Yes

OO0 00

DOo0o00s

OO s
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