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	Create a feature article that persuades an online reader to support a particular point of view and explain the use of language features and text structures.

	You will:

· plan and draft a feature article about a current issue or event 

· explain how language features and text structures are used to persuade an online  reader

· publish your feature article for an online reader.


Section 1.
Planning a feature article
Choose an issue for your feature article that will be of interest to the local community for an online newspaper.

Research your topic using the library and local resources, and discuss your ideas with your teacher.

1. a.
What is the purpose of a feature article?

b.
What is the purpose of your feature article?


.

Editors decide which stories they will publish by evaluating how newsworthy they are.

2. a.
Evaluate your topic by rating the elements below out of 5 stars.

	Currency
	It focuses on an issue or event that has happened recently.
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	Significance
	It affects a large number of people.
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	Proximity
	It focuses on an issue or event that is happening locally, or impacting on the local community.
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	Human interest
	It impacts on people’s daily lives or evokes an emotional effect.
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	Conflict
	It creates debate about different points of view.
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b. 

Explain your reasoning.

A headline should encourage readers to continue reading and identify the main ideas of the feature article. 

3. Write a headline for your feature article. 

4. Complete the mind map below to briefly identify the main points of your feature article.


[image: image27]
5. Using the information from your mind map, construct a leading paragraph for your feature article.

6. List three possible images, tables or graphs that will enhance the meaning of your feature article and will connect with your reader. Make sure one of the three is not a photo.

7. Use the table below to organise the paragraphs in the body of your feature article. 

Check you have included the different elements of a feature article by drawing upon your prior learning experiences.

	Paragraph number
	Content summary of paragraph 
(e.g. dot points)
	Purpose of paragraph

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Section 2.
Creating a feature article

Use the work you have done in Section 1 to write a draft of your feature article, using the software program indicated by your teacher.

Edit and proof your draft according to your teacher’s instructions.

The checklist below will help you when preparing your draft.

	Checklist for feature article

	Text structure

	My feature article has:

· a headline designed to engage the reader

· short, well-organised paragraphs

· captions for images, tables and/or graphs 

· a column layout
· ideas connected within and across paragraphs.

	Ideas and information

	My feature article has:

· a clear opinion or point of view about a topic or issue 

· a leading paragraph that identifies the point of view and summarises the story

· evidence from witnesses or relevant spokesperson/s

· elaboration on the topic or issue

· details supported by evidence and/or examples
· a conclusion that restates the point of view.

	Language features

	My feature article uses:

· subjective language that expresses meaning and opinion

· high modality words and word groups to express certainty

· precise verb choices

· images, tables and/or graphs that support the meaning of the text

· elaborated tenses.


Section 3.
Evaluating a feature article

Use the responses in Section 3 to review your draft and publish your feature article using the computer program indicated by your teacher. 

Answer the questions below to evaluate your feature article. Use examples from your draft to justify your answer.

1. Explain why the images, tables or graphs support the point of view of your feature article.
2. Select the four best examples of language features from your writing. What effect did you want these to have on the reader?

	Example
	Intended effect

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


3. Explain how one of your language features will help to influence the reader to support the point of view in your feature article.

4. Using examples, explain how the overall layout of your feature article will influence the online reader.

5. What will you go back and change about the text structure of your feature article before you publish your article? Explain how this will improve your feature article. 

Why/how








Who








What








Where








When








Your�story
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