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Conventions of news texts

	
	Type of news text

	
	News report
	News article
	Feature article

	Purpose
	To inform the readers of facts.
	To describe an event or issue to readers.
	To inform readers and comment on an issue, person or event according to a particular point of view.

	Most important characteristic
	Uses only facts.
	Uses some subjective language choices in describing (e.g. use of adjectives that shape meaning).
	Uses more obvious language choices to clearly show an opinion or point of view regarding the topic of the article.

	Text structures

(common to 
all types)
	· Layout
Uses columns and short paragraphs that each focus on a key point.

· Headline
Identifies the main focus of the story.

· By-line
Identifies the journalist.

· Images
Provide more meaning about the topic and are accompanied by an explanatory caption.

· Leading paragraph
Summarises the most important facts (who, what, where, when, how, why) within 1–2 sentences.

· Body paragraphs
1–3 sentence paragraphs that: 

· elaborate on events or details identified in the leading paragraph

· include a statement from a relevant person or a personal account from a witness, each of whom should be identified and their quotes contained in separate paragraphs

· provide incidental detail to round out the account.

	Language features
	A news report uses:

· factual language that concentrates on who, what where, when, why, how
· short, simple sentences.
	A news article uses:

· factual language that concentrates on who, what where, when, why, how
· grammar (e.g. adjectives, adverbs, nouns) to provide descriptions about the facts and to shape or influence the meaning of the facts

· direct and indirect speech, mainly as a form of evidence.
	A feature article uses:

· factual language that concentrates on who, what where, when, why, how
· grammar (e.g. adjectives, adverbs, nouns) to provide descriptions about the facts  and to shape or influence the meaning of 
the facts

· direct and indirect speech selectively to position and influence readers

· more complex sentences

· clear statements about the writer’s opinion or other points of view about the topic

· first person to influence audience

· emotive language to achieve the writer’s persuasive purpose.
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