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Sample response

Information for teachers: Section 1 does not appear in this sample response as planning for writing is not a targeted valued feature in this assessment.
Section 2.
Creating a feature article

Local business puts children at risk

Locals are upset because a suburban minimart wants to install a cigarette vending machine only 100 metres from a kindergarten and 700 metres from a primary school.
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People in the suburb are worried that little children will be in danger if the minimart installs the vending machine. 

Bob Delaney, president of the Neighbourhood Watch group, said they plan to put in a protest to the local council to stop the minimart. 

“A cigarette vending machine will cause massive problems in the community. Do we want to put our kids at risk? Definitely not!”

The owners of the minimart wouldn’t talk about it except for saying they had a right to install the machine.

A survey of people at the shops showed that they didn’t want the minimart to have the vending machine, because no one will supervise it and any kid could go and get cigarettes, which could lead to cancer, emphysema and other health problems.

[image: image2.png]Reasons why people don't want
the minimart to have the machine

m It is unsupervised

® Close to school and
kindy

W1t could increase
health problems




The owners of the newsagency and the fish-and-chip shop said that young kids and teenagers hang around the shops all the time, and that there would be no one to stop kids using the machine.

The Neighbourhood Watch wants local residents to tell the council they don’t want the minimart to install the machine.

Section 3.
Evaluating a feature article

Answer the questions below to evaluate your feature article. Use examples from your draft to justify your answers.

1. Explain why the images, tables or graphs used support the point of view of your feature article.

I think the map was an excellent choice for the article because a lot of people may not realise just how close the locations I mentioned were to each other. The distance “100 metres” might seem a long way, but by showing the locations on the map, it will really help readers understand just how close the places are to the kindergarten and primary school. If you are a parent, this map may convince you that there is a danger for your children. I decided to use a pie chart instead of the photos I originally planned. The pie chart was a good way to show all the reasons people didn’t want a cigarette vending machine without explaining it in details in the writing. If you have a different opinion about this issue, you may be persuaded to adopt one of these views. Both the graph and the map help to influence the feelings of the local reader against the minimart’s application.
2. Select the four best examples of language features from your writing. What effect did you want these to have on the reader?
	Example
	Intended effect

	“massive”
	I chose to include the sentence from Mr Delaney because the word “massive” is a strong emotive word and it would help to highlight the dangers and persuade people to agree with my opinion. It shows the strength of Mr Delaney’s feelings.

	“cancer”
	By talking about cancer and other terrible diseases I remind the reader that cigarettes are dangerous to their health.

	Quote from Bob Delaney
	To give an expert opinion. Bob Delaney is a well-respected member of the community so I hope that readers will follow his view on this issue.

	“only”
	I said that the minimart was “only” 100 metres because it made it seem closer to the kindy. It made the minimart’s plans sound more risky. 


3. Explain how one of your language features will help to influence the reader to support the point of view in your feature article.

By referring to cancer and emphysema in the article, I was hoping that readers would automatically feel negative towards the machine. My purpose in writing about the issue was to draw attention to the problems it would cause in the community, so by talking about these health dangers people will be more likely to agree with my point of view and start thinking about the bad effects it could have.

4. Using examples, explain how the overall layout of your feature article will influence the online reader.

The headline attracts the reader’s attention by making them feel fearful about the risk to their children of the installation of the cigarette vending machine. The choice of words cleverly conveys that there is a risk. The paragraphs are short but organised to address the key ideas so that the online reader continues to engage with the text. The captions that go with the map and the pie graph connect with the messages that this is not a good decision to install a vending machine in the minimart. This is highlighted clearly with the words, “reasons why people do not want the minimart to have a machine”. The paragraphs are organised so that reader can focus easily on the reasons why this is a bad idea for the community. I have used short paragraphs that focus on the reasons why the cigarette vending machine is a bad idea, for example, “will cause massive problems in the community”.

5. Explain what you would go back and change about the text structure of your feature article before your publish your article and why. 

I would include more elaboration of the details in each paragraph that may include quotes from eyewitnesses or facts about the smoking being bad for your health. I would need to be careful that there was no unnecessary detail in case the online reader was distracted to read other media texts online. I was unable to find a suitable image to show the effects of cigarette smoking but this would also influence the reader.
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