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Sample response
The primary purpose of the student response below is to provide a model of the appropriate structure for a written exposition.
The poem “Jabberwocky” is hard to read because it uses made-up words to tell a story. It begins with a description of some noisy weird creatures “borogoves” and “raths” and then moves on to others. I know there is a father because the poem says “my son” and then he warns him that the creature has horrible claws and teeth. There are other nasty creatures like the “jubjub bird” and the “Bandersnatch”. The son finds and kills the Jabberwocky which makes the father very pleased.

The poem sounds like something bad is going to happen. A jabberwocky is not real, but I knew it is dangerous through the poem. “Beware” and “through and through” make me think I should be afraid of that creature.

There is rhyme of every second line which helped me understand the poem when I read it because the words were similar.

It has neologisms such as “chortle” and “galumphing” to help you know what the creatures are like — big and scary like dragons. It has a metaphor “eyes of flames” which are also like a dragon.

Words like “slithy” sounds like slimy snakes which is onomatopoeia. And “snicker‑snack” and “vorp” are words that sounds like a sword hitting something. 

It uses wordplay and neologisms to make things come alive when you read it. I kept thinking of dragons that I had read about in other stories. I didn’t like this poem, but when I read it out loud it was lots of fun.
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