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	Explain how poetic devices and wordplay are used in a selected poem to engage the reader, and to create a written exposition about the poem.

	You will:

· read, view and listen to a selected poem that uses a range of devices and wordplay

· interpret the meaning of the poem

· identify and explain how devices and wordplay are used to engage the reader

· create a written exposition about the poem.


Section 1.
Interpreting a poem
Read, view and listen to “Jabberwocky” with your teacher.
Jabberwocky

‘Twas brillig, and the slithy toves
  Did gyre and gimble in the wabe:
All mimsy were the borogoves,
  And the mome raths outgrabe.

“Beware the Jabberwock, my son!
  The jaws that bite, the claws that catch!
Beware the Jubjub bird, and shun
  The frumious Bandersnatch!”

He took his vorpal sword in hand:
  Long time the manxome foe he sought --
So rested he by the Tumtum tree,
  And stood awhile in thought.

And, as in uffish thought he stood,
  The Jabberwock, with eyes of flame,
Came whiffling through the tulgey wood,
  And burbled as it came!

One, two! One, two! And through and through
  The vorpal blade went snicker-snack!
He left it dead, and with its head
  He went galumphing back.

“And, has thou slain the Jabberwock?
  Come to my arms, my beamish boy!
O frabjous day! Callooh! Callay!”
  He chortled in his joy.

‘Twas brillig, and the slithy toves
  Did gyre and gimble in the wabe;
All mimsy were the borogoves,
  And the mome raths outgrabe.

Lewis Carroll

(from Through the Looking-Glass and What Alice Found There, 1872) 

1. a) Explain what happens in the poem using examples from across the stanzas. 

b) How does the poem make you feel? 
Use examples from across the stanzas to support your explanation.

2. a) List examples of devices and wordplay used in the poem. 

Devices: (e.g. rhyme, onomatopoeia, alliteration, imagery, language of feeling)


Wordplay: (e.g. neologisms, spoonerisms, nonsense words)


b) Explain how devices and wordplay are used to make the poem interesting.

Section 2.
Creating a written exposition

Use the questions in the table below to help you plan a written exposition about “Jabberwocky”. 

Your exposition should be about 200 words and include an introduction and conclusion. 
 Use text connectives and pronoun references to link your ideas together.

	
	Key questions
	Notes

	Introduction
	· What happens in the poem? 

· What is the writer’s purpose in writing this poem? 

· What is the feeling of the poem? Does this change during the poem? 
	

	Body 
(2 or 3 paragraphs)
	· How is the poem organised? 

· Are there examples of devices such as similes, metaphors, rhyme, alliteration, language of feelings and onomatopoeia in the poem? 

· Are there examples of wordplay such as neologisms, spoonerisms or puns in the poem?

· What is the effect of the devices and wordplay in the poem?


	

	Conclusion
	· Overall, how does the poem make you feel?

· What do you like and dislike about the poem?
	


Edit and proofread your writing before completing your exposition.
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