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Wordplay in poetry
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Purpose of assessment: To explain how poetic devices and wordplay are used to engage the reader, and to create a written exposition about a selected poem.
	Understanding and Skills
	

	Receptive modes
	Productive modes
	

	Interpretation of literal and implied meaning of the poem’s message by connecting ideas about devices (e.g. rhyme, onomatopoeia, alliteration, imagery, language of feeling) and wordplay (neologisms, spoonerisms, nonsense words) and explanation of how these elements are used to engage the reader.

Section 1
	Selection and organisation of ideas about the meaning of devices (e.g. rhyme, onomatopoeia, alliteration, imagery, language of feeling) and wordplay (neologisms, spoonerisms) in the poem. Use of grammar (including pronoun references and text connectives) and vocabulary to create a written exposition about a poem.

Section 2 
	

	
	
	
	
	A

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	B

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	C

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	D

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	E

	
	
	
	
	


Uses clear and supported interpretation of literal and implied meaning of the poem’s message by connecting ideas about devices and wordplay. Uses considered explanation of how devices and wordplay are used to engage the reader





Uses considered selection, organisation and synthesis of a variety of relevant ideas and information about the devices and wordplay used to engage the reader. Makes considered use of a range of grammar and vocabulary to create coherence in a written exposition





Interprets literal and implied meaning of the poem’s message by connecting ideas about devices and wordplay. Makes statements that show understanding of how devices and wordplay are used to engage the reader





Selects, organises and synthesises a variety of relevant ideas and information about the devices and wordplay used to engage the reader. Uses a variety of grammar and vocabulary to create coherence in a written exposition





Restates information from the poem or states opinions about the poem. Identifies devices or wordplay in the poem





States ideas and information about the poem. Uses a narrow range of grammar and vocabulary to write about a poem











	Australian Curriculum
Year 4 English
	Wordplay in poetry
Unit: Playing with words
	Task-specific standards — continua



