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Interpreting a poem
	Focus
	Key questions

	Subject matter
	What event or experience does the poem describe?



	Purpose (theme)
	What is the writer’s purpose in writing this poem? 
What message does the writer want to communicate to the reader?


	Emotion (mood)
	What is the emotion or feeling of the poem? 
Does this change during the poem? 


	Craftsmanship:
	What techniques does the writer use to engage the reader? 
(Language features, vocabulary choices, text structures)

	· Structure
	How is the poem structured? Does it have stanzas with a regular number of lines, or does it use a different text structure?

	· Language
	Are there examples of wordplay such as neologisms, spoonerisms or puns in the poem? What is the effect of these language choices?

	· Imagery
	Are there examples of similes, metaphors, personification or symbols in the poem? What is the effect of this imagery?

	· Movement
	Does the poem have a slow or fast rhythm? What is the effect of this?

	· Sound
	Does the poem use any sound features such as onomatopoeia, alliteration, or assonance? Does the poem rhyme? What are the effects of these sound features?

	Summary
	Overall, how does the poem make you feel? How successful is the poem in conveying a message using techniques?
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