Appendix 2: Principles of assessment

The following principles were developed to inform the policy context of the national
curriculum and provide a basis on which local decisions about specific approaches to
assessment can be built.

1. The main purposes of assessment are to inform teaching, improve learning and report
on the achievement of standards.

2. Assessment is underpinned by principles of equity and excellence. It takes account of
the diverse needs of students and contexts of education, and the goal of promoting
equity and excellence in Australian schooling.

3. Assessment is aligned with curriculum, pedagogy and reporting. Quality assessment
has curricular and instructional validity — what is taught informs what is assessed, and
what is assessed informs what is reported.

4. Assessment aligned with curriculum, pedagogy and reporting includes assessment of
deep knowledge of core concepts within and across the disciplines, problem solving,
collaboration, analysis, synthesis and critical thinking.

5. Assessment involves collecting evidence about expected learning as the basis for
judgments about the achieved quality of that learning. Quality is judged with reference
to published standards and is based on evidence.

6. Assessment evidence should come from a range of assessment activities. The
assessment activity is selected because of its relevance to the knowledge, skills and
understanding to be assessed, and the purpose of the assessment.

7. Information collected through assessment activities is sufficient and suitable to enable
defensible judgments to be made. To show the depth and breadth of the student
learning, evidence of student learning is compiled over time. Standards are reviewed
periodically and adjusted according to evidence to facilitate continuous improvement.

8. Approaches to assessment are consistent with and responsive to local and
jurisdictional policies, priorities and contexts. It is important that schools have the
freedom and support to develop quality assessment practices and programs that suit
their particular circumstances and those of the students they are assessing.

9. Assessment practices and reporting are transparent. It is important that there is
professional and public confidence in the processes used, the information obtained and
the decisions made.
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