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	Purpose
	The standard elaborations (SEs) provide additional clarity when using the Australian Curriculum achievement standard to make judgments on a five‑point scale. They can be used as a tool for:
aligning curriculum, assessment and reporting, and connecting curriculum and evidence in assessment, so that what is assessed relates directly to what students have had the opportunity to learn
continuing skill development from one year of schooling to another
making judgments on a five-point scale based on evidence of learning in a folio of student work 
developing task-specific standards and grading guides.

	Structure
	The SEs are developed using the Australian Curriculum achievement standard. In Prep[footnoteRef:2] to Year 6, the Mathematics SEs have been organised using the content and proficiency strands. Performance is frequently represented in terms of complexity and familiarity of the standard being assessed. Across the elaborations this is described according to: 
AP — unfamiliar, MC — complex familiar, WW — simple familiar, EX — some simple familiar, BA — partial, isolated and obvious. [2:  Prep in Queensland is the Foundation Year of the Australian Curriculum and refers to the year before Year 1. Children beginning Prep in January must be five years of age by 30 June.] 

The Mathematics achievement standard describes the learning expected of students at each year level. Teachers use the achievement standard during and at the end of a period of teaching to make on‑balance judgments about the quality of learning students demonstrate.
In Queensland the achievement standard represents the working with (WW) standard — a sound level of knowledge and understanding of the content, and application of skills. The SEs are presented in a matrix. The discernible differences or degrees of quality associated with the five-point scale are highlighted to identify the characteristics of student work on which teacher judgments are made. Terms are described in the Notes section following the matrix.

	
	


	Year 1 Australian Curriculum: Mathematics achievement standard

	By the end of Year 1, students describe number sequences resulting from skip counting by 2s, 5s and 10s. They identify representations of one half. They recognise Australian coins according to their value. Students explain time durations. They describe two-dimensional shapes and three-dimensional objects. Students describe data displays.
Students count to and from 100 and locate numbers on a number line. They carry out simple additions and subtractions using counting strategies. They partition numbers using place value. They continue simple patterns involving numbers and objects. Students order objects based on lengths and capacities using informal units. They tell time to the half-hour. They use the language of direction to move from place to place. Students classify outcomes of simple familiar events. They collect data by asking questions, draw simple data displays and make simple inferences.

	

	Source
	Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA), Australian Curriculum Version 8 Mathematics for Foundation–10, www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Mathematics/Curriculum/F-10




Year 1 Mathematics standard elaborations
	
	Applying (AP)
	Making connections (MC)
	Working with (WW)
	Exploring (EX)
	Becoming aware (BA)

	
	The folio of a student’s work has the following characteristics:

	Number and algebra
	Understanding
	description of number sequences resulting from skip counting by 2s, 5s and 10s from any starting point in unfamiliar situations
	description of number sequences resulting from skip counting by 2s, 5s and 10s from any starting point
	description of number sequences resulting from skip counting by 2s, 5s and 10s 
	description of aspects of number sequences resulting from skip counting by 2s, 5s and 10s
	skip counting of aspects of 2s, 5s and 10s sequences

	
	
	reasoned identification and description of representations of one half in unfamiliar situations
	identification and description of representations of one half
	identification of representations of one half
	guided identification of representations of one half
	directed identification of representations of one half

	
	
	recognition and ordering of Australian coins according to their value and explanation of ordering
	recognition and ordering of Australian coins according to their value
	recognition of Australian coins according to their value
	recognition of aspects of Australian coins according to their value
	directed recognition of aspects of Australian coins according to their value

	
	
	location of numbers to 100 on an open number line and explanation of number placement
	location of numbers to 100 on a number line and explanation of number placement
	location of numbers to 100 on a number line
	location of aspects of numbers to 100 on a number line
	directed location of aspects of numbers to 100 on a number line

	
	Fluency
	counting to and from 100 from any starting point and counting collections by partitioning using place value
	counting to and from 100 from any starting point
	counting to and from 100
	counting using aspects of the sequence of numbers to and from 100
	directed counting using aspects of the sequence of numbers to and from 100

	
	
	partitioning of numbers using a range of strategies and explanation of strategies used
	partitioning of numbers using a range of strategies
	partitioning of numbers using place value
	guided partitioning of numbers using place value
	directed partitioning of numbers using place value

	Number and algebra
	Problem-solving
	carrying out additions and subtractions using a range of strategies in unfamiliar situations
	carrying out simple additions and subtractions using a range of strategies
	carrying out simple additions and subtractions using counting strategies
	carrying out aspects of simple additions and subtractions 
	directed additions and subtractions

	
	Reasoning
	continuation and description of patterns involving numbers and objects in unfamiliar situations
	continuation and description of simple patterns involving numbers and objects 
	continuation of simple patterns involving numbers and objects
	continuation of aspects of simple patterns involving numbers and objects
	directed continuation of aspects of simple patterns involving numbers and objects 

	Measurement and geometry
	Understanding and fluency
	representation and telling of time to the half hour and explanation of time durations in an unfamiliar situation
	telling of time to the half hour and explanation of time durations in a complex familiar situation
	telling of time to the half hour and explanation of time durations 
	guided telling of time to the half hour and guided explanation of time durations
	directed telling of time to the half hour and directed explanation of time durations

	
	Problem-solving
	use of the language of direction to move from place to place and to guide others to move from place to place in unfamiliar situations
	use of the language of direction to move from place to place and to guide others to move from place to place
	use of the language of direction to move from place to place
	guided use of the language of direction to move from place to place
	directed use of the language of direction to move from place to place

	
	
	explanation and classification of two-dimensional shapes and three-dimensional objects
	description and classification of two-dimensional shapes and three-dimensional objects
	description of 
two-dimensional shapes and three-dimensional objects
	description of aspects of two-dimensional shapes and three-dimensional objects
	directed description of aspects of two-dimensional shapes and 
three-dimensional objects

	
	Reasoning
	ordering of objects based on lengths and capacities using informal units, and explanation of strategy used
	ordering of objects based on lengths and capacities using informal units, and description of strategy used
	ordering of objects based on lengths and capacities using informal units
	guided ordering of objects based on lengths and capacities using informal units
	directed ordering of objects based on lengths and capacities using informal units

	Statistics and probability
	Understanding
	description of data displays in unfamiliar situations
	description of data displays in complex familiar situations
	description of data displays
	description of aspects of data displays 
	statements about data displays

	
	Fluency
	classification of outcomes of events and explanation of classification
	classification of outcomes of familiar events
	classification of outcomes of simple familiar events
	classification of outcomes of aspects of everyday events
	directed classification of outcomes of aspects of everyday events

	
	Problem-solving and reasoning
	collection of data by asking questions 
drawing a range of data displays 
explaining inferences
	collection of data by asking questions 
drawing simple data displays 
explaining inferences
	collection of data by asking questions
drawing of simple data displays
making of simple inferences
	guided collection of data by asking questions
drawing of simple data displays 
guided making of simple inferences
	directed collection of data by asking questions
drawing of aspects of simple data displays
guided making of simple inferences



	Key
	shading emphasises the qualities that discriminate between the AP–BA descriptors

	
	AP
MC

WW
EX
BA
	applies the curriculum content; demonstrates a thorough understanding of the required knowledge; demonstrates a high level of skill that can be transferred to new situations
makes connections using the curriculum content; demonstrates a clear understanding of the required knowledge; applies a high level of skill in situations familiar to them, and is beginning to transfer skills to new situations
works with the curriculum content; demonstrates understanding of the required knowledge; applies skills in situations familiar to them
exploring the curriculum content; demonstrates understanding of aspects of the required knowledge; uses a varying level of skills in situations familiar to them
becoming aware of the curriculum content; demonstrates a basic understanding of aspects of required knowledge; beginning to use skills in situations familiar to them
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More information  
If you would like more information, please visit the QCAA website www.qcaa.qld.edu.au and search for ‘standard elaborations — Australian Curriculum’. Alternatively, phone 61 7 3120 6102 or email the K -10 Curriculum and Services Branch at australiancurriculum@qcaa.qld.edu.au@qcaa.qld.edu.au.  
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